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PREFACE. 


ya fubfequent volumes ‘contain new edi- 
tions, with confiderable improvements, of the prin- 
| cipal works, which the Author hath publithed | 
or written during thefe laft thirty years; except | 
the Schola Medicine Univerfalis Nova, a work in 
Latin, on all the branches of medicine, the firft 
volume of which is ready for publication, con- 
taining the anatomy and phyfiology and fpecial 
pathology of the human body, embellifhed with 
near 60 copper-plate engravings. 

The repeated demand for the Treatife on Female 
and Nervous Difeafes, and other writings, which 
have been a confiderable time out of print, has 
been the principal inducement to prefent the pub- 
lic with thefe volumes, in which will be found 
fome additional: performances, that have never 
before appeared. | 


In volume the firft are treatifes on female, ner- 
UVOu, I. 7 a | vous, 
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vous, hyfterical, bilious, cancerous difeafes, and 
letters formerly publifhed, on the dangerous ten- 
dency of medical vanity, the abufe of hem- 
lock, and the cure of a cancerous womb, &c. 

In volume the fecond, are treatifes on Madnefs, 
Suicide, and a fhort performance on the defini- 
tions of mental difeafes, proving, that the late 
affection of His Majefty was not infanity, as fup~ 
pofed by many, but ftrictly a feverifh fymptomatic 
delirium.* It may be obferved, that the con- 
cluding fentence in that book has been verified, 
where it is declared, “ that ibe diforder was not mad- 
nels, and the cure would be permanent.’’ It is hoped, 
that the affertion of this important truth, fo 
interefling to the Royal family and nation, will 
not be confidered unneceflary by thofe, who reflect 
on the many ferious circumftances attending that 
alarming event. | 

‘In this fecond volume, there are likewife 
treatifes on convulfions and {pafms,t in which 
the 


* In the Treatife on Madnefs are fome interefting fa€ts con- 
cerning the perverfion of the foul’s influence, when the brain is, 
in different modes, difeafed. : 

+ In this volume a very important new difcovery, amoneft 
many, 1s communicated, by which the setgnus and locked jaws 
have been effectually cured. Eight cures are given, fix of whick 
happened at the $7. Mary-le-Bone Infirmary. 
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the deceptions of thofe artful pretenders, the 
wagnelizers, are produced ‘in a point of view, not 
very honorable either to the .artifts, or their 
-credulous followers ; treatifes on lethargy, apo- 
plexy, and palfy, on the fpecies of gout, their 
caufes and rational treatment, with the excellent 
effects of the muriatic acid in the paroxy{ms of 
that painfuldiforder. Obfervations on dogs /up- 
pofed mad, follow, which laft tract, has never 
until now been publifhed. In this treatife, it is 
fully proved, that no dog was ever mad: the 
hiftories on this fubje& have been often fallacious, 
the treatment hath been irrational, and new me. 
“thods are propofed for the prevention and cure 
of the difeafe, that has been fo alarming in all 
ages, % 

In volume the third, ~1s' a treatife on 118 
difeafes of the eyes and eyelids, with defcriptions — 
of all the operations performed on the organ of 
vifion, and fix ‘engraved plates, fhewing - the 
anatomy of the eye, and the manner in which 
vifion is performed. In this work will be found 
many new and confiderablé improvements in 
reftoring loft fight, 8c. with an sacneiaet criticifm 


on all preceding authors. 
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To this treatife is fubjoined a new work on 
medical eleétricity, containing a general review, 
and the effence of all the authors who have 
written on that fubjeét, and fome obfervations on 
the probability of elettrifation, being ufeful in 
pulmonic complaints, and nervous dejection, when 
an eaft or north-eaft wind blows. The lownefs 
of fpirits, fo obfervable at thofe times, feems to 
arife from the atmofpheric air being deprived of 
the vivifying electric fluid, &c. In this part 
are fome curious and interefting queftions on 
electricity. 

The fourth volume commences with a treatife on 
the cure of ulcerated legs, without refi, &c. which | 
has undergone many editions and improvements, 
fince its firft publication in 1769. In this work 
it is proved, that all the former doctrines on the 
fubject, delivered by Sharp and others, are erro- 
neous ; that ulcers may injure the human body 
by the re-abforption of the matter excreted, and 
that the permanent cure fhould be attempted, by | 
changing the morbid habit, and removing the 
caufes of the ulcer from the conftitution ; many | 
thoufands of cures have confirmed the excellent 
utility of thefe do€rines. 
} The 
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The next in fucceffion is a treatife on the ma- 
lignant ulcerated fore throat, in which an extra- 
ordinary cure of a very defperate cafe is exhibited, 
to induce practitioners never to defpair of effect- 

ing cures in putrid difeafes, while proper medi- 
cine can be applied. 

The writings of Fothergill, Huxham, Sir 
Jj. Pringle, Sir W. Fordyce, Wall, Cameron, 
Johnftone, Home, Dr. G. Fordyce, Gregory, and 
Cullen, are candidly examined, all the errors” 
and merits of thefe excellent improvers are 
produced, and their aggregate practices, Tee 
the commixture of ancient and modern treat- 
ment, are fhewn to amount to fourteen defective 
or dangerous, though hitherto approved me- 
thods. | = 

Then follows a mode of curing the putrid ulce- 
rated fore throat, which rarely fails of fuccefs, 
with an examination of the fuppofed powers of 
what has been called ature, in the cure of dif- 
-eafes, and the abfurdity and ignorance of placing 
any dependance on fuch a delufive preceptrefs as 
the wis medicatrix nature, which is proved to be the 
medical cant and hypocrify of former times, tranf- 

gee ) mitted 
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mitted to us, and received through a vicious 
credulity, and want of due reflection,* 

This work was originally publifhed in 1788, 
but, from its rapid fale, was foon out of print. - 

A new performance, next appears, called the 
Caufes of ike great Number of Deaths, in thé Scarlet. 
Fever of Children, and ulcerated Sore. Threats, 
explained, with an account of the fuccefsful - 
management of the puirid malignant gaol, Or 
hofpital fever, with purple fpots, &c. as practifed 
at the St. Mary-le-bone Infirmary. | 

It is proved, that formerly 70 or 80 perfons 
died, in thefe difeafes out of every 100; but by 
the method adopted by the Author, not fiveina 
100, for many years, have died of putrid difeafes, 
The caufes of death are attributed tothe obftinate 
perfeverance in the practice of dleeding, giving 
cooling, or faline draughts, and /weating remedies, 
&c. &c. inftead of ufing the moft powerful antin 
Jepties, as the vitriolic acid, bark, &c. in the firft 
moments of putrid-tending infection, or fever. 

“The dangerous doctrines are fingly and col. 
lectively viewed of Sydenham, Boerhaave, Hoffinan, 
Huxbam, Pringle, Lieutaud, Mead, M onro, Storck, 

| sat | De 


* The word xature, like the eccult gualitiy of Ariftotle, has 
been a fereen for ignorance and deception in all ages, 
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De Heav, Home, Gregory, and Cullen, and it is 
proved, that while fome of the precepts of thefe 
eminent writers, however excellent in other re-~ 
fpedts, influence the praétice of medicine in putrid 
complaints, that thoufands of patients muft bean- 
_ hually flaughtered, whofe lives might be fa..d by. 
purfuing the new do€trines Conmtatichted. The 
fevere truths, and the warm manner in which they 
- are agitated, were abfolutely neceflary to overturn, 
if poffible, notions that have proved deftructive 
to fociety in all ages and countries : for, though 
improvements have been made by many ingenious 
phyficians in the treatment of acute infeGtious 
‘difeafes, yet there ftill remained fome inconfiften cy 
and dangerous prejudices, which it has been | 
the main obje& of this prefent prodvation to 
effectually eradicate. 

Medical advice to the army and navy ferving 
in European or hot climates follows, which Was 
prefented to His Majefty in 1776, containing the 
diforders common to failors and foldiers, &c. 
with many prefcriptions in Englith, to render the 
_ book more generally beneficial. | 

The fourth volume concludes with a new treatife . 
on diet, inwhich digeftion, chylification, nutrition, 


Ke, 
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&c. are explained, the caufes of defeéts in. the 
nourifhment of the human body, and a view of 
all the meats, drinks, &c. that are efteemed in 
moft parts of the world, their culinary, or other 
‘preparations, ufe, abufe, &c. ‘but introductions 
being annexed to moft of the treatifes, with a con. 
S{pedus or table of contents, a long explanatory exor- 
dium is unneceflary in this prefatory difcouctfe. 
| The intentions of the whole work are to intro. 
duce new principles of theory and_ practice, 
founded on many hundreds of anatomical de- 
monfirations; on the lateft philofophical im- 
provements; and .on many abftrufe, yet clear 
- inductive reafonings. From thele fources, more. 
cffe&ual methods of removing many difeafes, 
than hitherto have been promulgated, are ar- 
dently inculcated, : 
In moft of the diforders, anatomical diffeGtions 
are produced to elucidate,the true caufes of all the 
impediments of the functions, experienced ina {tate 
of difeafe, and to fhew the rationality of the modes 
of cure propofed. No random treatment is adopt- 
ed; but theory and practice are united from faéts ; 
incongruous doétrines are expofed and avoided, 
and the moft efficaciousre medies are introduced, 


and 
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andconfirmed by the author’s fuccefsful experience. 
Where fatisfa€tory reafonings can be difcoveredto: 
penetrate into the arcana of natural or accidental 
phenomena, they are. exhibited; all empirical 
practices are condemned, though at prefent too 
much in fafhion by men efteemed eminent*. No 
fixed {yftematic “narrow methods of treatment, 
taught in'the {chools by perfons of confined 
genius and limited experience, are propofed ; but 
_ the pra€tice is to continually vary, according to 
confiitutions, diet, age, fexes, climate, &c. &c. for 
| medicine, to be rational and fuccefstul, muft 
accommodate itfelf co'a variety of incidents and 
_ circumftances undifcernible to the inexperienced ; 
but well comprehended by thofe fkilful phyficians, 
who are not warped by temporary delufions, nor 
interefted in the promotion of the prevailing 
prejudices of the moment. 

The common rouiine of medical practice is eafily 
acquired by induftry and memory, with little learn- 
ing and genius ; but to perceive what is defe@ive, 

‘and apply what is excellent in the art, requires 
; more 

* ‘The prefent rage'in giving eee dofes of opium and hemlock, 

in almoft every diforder, is the height of guackery ; I have coly 


leéted, from obfervation, fuch faéts of the deleterious confequences 
of thefe irrational practices, as would ftrike the mind with Aorror { 
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more meditation, than fome men are inclined to 
give, to develope the knotty clab of £/culapius. 
To judge impartially of practical facts, by pene- 
trating into the caufes and effects of various 
phenomena, requires more acutenefs and experience 
than falls to the lot of every individual prac- 
titioner :—nam non ex quovis ligno Mercurins fit. A 
Hon fhould be born for phyfic, and warmly at- 


tached to its ftudy and active humane duties, 


or he will rarely comprehend fo extenfive an art. 


It is highly criminal to withhold from the pub- 
lic any ufeful difcovery; but as all phyficians 
have not equal inclination, opportunities, or the 
means. to purfue deep refearches; thofe, who have . 
thefe advantages, fhould publifh, from time to 
time, their obfervations ‘and experiments, and 
thus diffufe new knowledge. It is by the united 
labors of fuch induftrious aud fedulous men, that 

_all the arts have been conftantly improving, and 
‘itis by the enterprifing efforts of fuch men, under 
proper: reflri€tions, that new difcoveries. will 
gradually pierce, and defpel the dark clouds of 
all'former errors and prejudices. 

The doctrines advanced in the rateonal practise 

of phyfic, are the collective refult of much theore- 


‘tical 
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tical and indefatigable reflection, arifing from 
immenfe practical experience, and from feizing 
all- opportunities that offered to examine the 
ravages of difeafes poft mortem, 

The author is proud of declaring, that he has 
practifed, at different periods, moft of the branches 
of medicine ; he is of opinion that every phyfi. 

cian fhotld comprehend, though he may not 
' practife the whole art ; for all the branches are fo 
mutually connetted, that partial knowledge: 
muft be always defective *. It is rational to con- 
clude, that every phyfician, who is verfed in the 
various departments of the art, will perceive all 
difeafes clearer, and be more able to concentrate 
his ideas on all fubjeéts that require minute 
inveftigations and deep reafonings, and he will 
form more profound, yet perfpicuous propolitions 
for the purpofes of practice, than thofe who are 
fatisfied with the art as they found it; or who 
, | pete ae -reft 
* The aiie of furgery aioe fhew the habit of patients 
by the different appearances of fores, and by the difficulty or 
facility with: which wounds or ulcers heal ; medicine, judicioufly 
applied, changes the bad habit of the body, promotes the cure of 
wounds, ulcers, &c. I have attributed much of my fuccefs to 
‘having made accurate obfervations of this nature, when I for= 


merly practifed fargery, midwifery, &c. and applying the fame 
to the practice of medicine, 


is 
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reft contented with a moderate knowledge of 
a fingle branch of phyfic, which can only advance 
its votaries to profeffional mediocrity. It is there- 
fore earneftly recommended, to all medical 
fiudents, to avoid narrow prepoffeffions, and: to 
_purfue every mode of ftudy that can add to their 
knowledge, and never to be fatisfied with what 
books teach, or profeffors fay ; but to render 
themfelves able to determine, whether what may 
be advanced, by cither, be truth; or, if conjectural, 
to comprehend well the bounds of probability*. 
Thus, and thus only, when combined with accurate ~ 
obfervations in practice, will fallacies or defects 
be difcovered, and amidft a variety of contending 
parties and practices in medicine, will be per- 
ceived by an unprejudiced comparative view, what 
is moft reafonable and conducive to the welfare of 
fociety in relieving difeafes. No phyfician, then, 
fnould be fatisfied with prefent knowledge, however 
extenfive,or however patronifed by the public voice 
or approbation ; but he fhould ambitioufly purfuc, 
through life, every poffible mode of enquiry, by 
| ; which 
* I purpofe, in the Sehola Medicine, to give plans of ftudying 
medicine, quite different ‘to thofe in vogue, by which ftudents 


may always unite theory and experience, and by that means 
facilitate the knowledge neceffary for an efficacious prattice. 
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| ' which he may obtain improvement, ferve mankind, 
and illuminate the art: that art, which, in many 
re{pects, is yet defective, and, therefore, ftill ca- 
pable of receiving a higher degree of excellence.* 
Had .our anceftors thought otherwife, in what a 
-miferable ftate would the healing art have prefent- 
ed itfelfto us; and did we think with fome of our 
cotemporaries, who view improvements with a 
~ malignant eye, and who are induftrious only in 
depreciating merit in others, how many thoufands 
muft annually perifh in putrid-tending, malig- 
Nant, and other difeafes, who, it is affirmed, may 
remain, by judicious medical treatment, ufeful 
_members of fociety. A more vicious fentiment 
cannot pervade the human breaft, than for phyti- 
cians to perverfely exert their faculties in oppof- 
ing {cientific and ufeful innovations, nor can there 
be greater proofs of candor, humanity, and ,wif- 
dom, than the relinquifhment of patt errors, 
to protect and cherifh new difcoveries for 
the alleviation of human mifery; the former, | 
through falfe pride, deprive the world of the 
| moft 


-* Travelling into different climates and countries, and ob-_ 
ferving the different appearances of difeafes, and treatment, are 
excellent modes for removing all narrow notions, and local pre- 
judices, 
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moft beneficial intentions, and facrifice. public 
utility to private envy or malevolence; the > 
latter, by embracing new truths, from what. 
ever quarter they originate, merit the warm- 
eft eftimation ;. for they endeavour to render 
medicine, what it ought to be, the preferver or 
reftorer of health, the moft valuable of all bleff= 
ings. Any attempts, therefore, to preferve medi- 
cine ina flate of torpid fiagnation, deferves the 
. fevereft reprehenfion, and all well-conceived and 
well-intentioned efforts to add frefh vigor to the 
prefent knowledge, are worthy -of attention, 
though they may not always anfwer the warm 
expectations of the inventor.* | 
In moft parts of thefe works, many new fenti- | 
ments, and original ideas, are delivered with open= 
nefs and freedom: reafonings from the lateft 
difcoveries in phyfiology, are introduced to illu= 
ftrate the doctrines on which the practice of me- 
dicine is founded. What is offered, is refpectfully. 
fubmitted to the confideration of the learned, ex- 
perienced, 
* T have known men, who are mere anatomifis, decry the the- 
ory and practice of phyfic, and declare it ufelefs: fuch men 
fhould firft ftudy and comprehend the utility of the art, before - 
they pronounce fo ignorantly and rafhly on what they certamly 


do not underftand, 
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perienced, and candid in the profeffion: their ap- 
probation may confirm what appears well founded, 
their judicious objections to whatever may be 
thought defective, or redundant, will be at- 
tended to, and refpectfully acknowledged; but 
-as moft of the writings have been publithed 
already, in detached pieces, and received, both by 
the public and many learned of the profeffion, with 
an approbation much beyond the author’s expec- 
_ tations, he has availed himfelf of fome hints which 
have been communicated, and exerted his utmoft | 
endeavours to render thefe works more complete. 

. What was moft exceptionable has been expunged ; | 
numerous cafes and facts of cures formerly intro- 
duced, have been excluded, but the effential doc- 
trines, on which thofe fuccefsful practical truths 
have been eftablifhed, have been preferved, and 
concentrated in the form of diftin treatifes, and 
all the obfervations collected from experience are 
added. Many ofthe treatifes have paffed through 
feveral editions, and have received repeatedly, a 
thorough revifion. Could the Author’s conttant 
engagements in the bufy {cenes of a very exten- 
five practice, have permitted more leifure, for 
the production. of the prefent edition of 

a 2 es Se 
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the former and of the new works, they would have 

‘appeared more worthy of that public, which 
has liberally afforded fuch a great latitude for 
making various obfervations annually, on many 
thoufands of patients; he has been obliged fre- 
quently to {natch thofe moments for reviewing 
thefe volumes, which moft others pafs in relaxation : 
therefore, fome allowance will be made by thofe 
converfant in literary purfuits for any typogra- 
phical or other errors, which may appear. The 
practical duties of the art demand fo much time 
and confideration, fo much activity and vigilance, 
to effe€tually encounter the different difficultiesand 
varieties with which medicine daily :abounds, that 
leifure for any other purpofes, can feldom be 
obtained by phyficians in full practice. 

As the modes of reafoning adopted by the 
Author, in many parts of thefe works, may 
appear new, particularly to thofe who are not 
accuftomed to reafon logically, it may be 
neceflary to give a fhort explanation of the 
manner in which the reafonings are conducted. 

Mathematical, geometrical, mechanical, and 
many chemical hypothefes, formerly and lately 
in vogue for conftructing the various and vifionary 

| theories 
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theories in medicine, in a great meafure, are 
excluded, and facts, originating from the evidence 
of the fenfes, from ocular demontftrations, are 
exhibited to explain the cau/es of difeafes, and to 
fearch for adequate remedies to remove thofe 
caufes. ; 

Firft. The anatomical ftru@ture and phyfio- 
logy of the parts or functions, are explained in 
different treatifes, by conneéted facts and rea- 
fonings, as far as were thought expedient. 

Secondly. From the appearances after death, 
the impediments and morbid’ affeCions, that 
had happened: in life, are attempted to be 
afcertained by indu€tive reafonings. 

Thirdly. Propofitions from’ thefe fources’ of 
true intelligence, are formed, in many inftances, 
both theoretical and practical. 

Fourthly. From confidering. the origin and 
magnitude of difeafes, explained by the fore. 
going means, their ftages, real and probable 
effects in the living human body, are all the 
prognoftics difcovered, and what benefits may 
be expected from the art of ‘medicine in various 
difeafes; by which facts and refleGiions, rational ex- 
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pectations are encouraged, and rafh boaftings and 
irrational promifes difcountenanced; medicine, 
thus conceived, and pra€tifed, {trictly adheres to 
reafon and truth. | 

Fifibly. By concentrating all the foregoing 
facts, and confidering, from long and paft. expe- 
rience, the force, power, and probable confe- 
quences of a difeafe, with its ftages; whether 
it be chronic or acute; the age, fex, ftrength, 
and conftitution of the individual affected, are 
afcertained the powers and mode neceflary for the 
removal of the cau/es of difeafe. 

Sixibly. In the election of remedies, thofe that 
are important are adopted and prefcribed, where 
they can be exhibited with fafety and rationality 
to the patient, and palliative methods of treatment 
are never propofed, but in cafes wherein radical 
cuves cannot be with any hope of fuccefs at- 
tempted, 

Amoaneft the great variety of prefcriptions for 
the robuffand florid, pale and debilitated, irrita- 
ble or more forpid, &c. there are few which the | 
author’s own experience has not proved fafe and 
efficacious in the cafes, and under the circum- 


4 {tances 
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ftances they are recommended*. It has always 
been confidered the duty of a phyfician, to act on 
clear principles and with energy, or not act, and 
to be always more folicitous to attack a difeafe by 
efficacious remedies, than to pleafe the patient’s 
tafte at the hazard of life, or the injury of the 
conftitution, The ordering trifling faline and 
fweetened draughts, when diforders demand the 
moft decided and powerful practice, is a difgrace 
tothe art ; fed ef modus in rebus. | 
The mind of a phyfician fhould be always di- 
rected, and ardently animated to attack the 
caufes of difeafe, and be elevated fuperior to the 
difficulty medicine has to encounter. Timidity, 
or rathnefs, are equally dangerous in the treatment 
of many morbid affections: the former frequently 
lofes the faireft opportunities of faving life; the 
latter is the companion of ignorance and em- 
piricifm. | 
Several expreffions in this preface, and, perhaps 
in different parts of the work, may appear to be 
warm 
* There is certainly a great difference in the Luitaitucdens 
of different patients, fome abound with /erzm, others with a 
fuperabundance of red particles in the blood, which form the 


pallid and florid ; the fat fuperabound with oik, the lean not. Will 
any confined fyftem be adequate to this diverfity ? 
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warm and too animated ; they are, however,the ef- 
fufions of a mind {trongly attached to the medical 
profeffion, and determined to eradicate, if poffible, 
fome prejudices that have long prevailed. To 
thofe who affirm that the truth is not to be fpoken at 
all times, i might be anfwered, that in a political, 
but not in a medical view, fuch difingenuous re- 
ferve, in fome few inftances, may be expedient. 
The fubjects on which medicine treats, are the 
prefervation of health and. the life of man, in 
which humanity cannot exhibit too much fincerity. 
If the different objects the author has'in view be 
but accomplifhed, of which the prefent are but 
very {mall fpecimens of his future intentions, many 
profeffional errors will foon be abolifhed, and 
the improvements of experienced plhiyficians, in- 
ftead of receiving unmerited oppofition from 
interefted cotemporaries or virulent competitors, 
will be ardently embraced; when facts, reafon- 


ing, and repeated experience, fhall have eftablifhed 
their curative utility. 


SavilleeRow, Now. 18, 1793s" 


CONSPECTUS OF THE WORK. 


(GENERAL methods of preventing female difeafes, 1—By 
diet, exercife, and proper atfention, 2—To prevent conftipa- 
tion, &c. 5—Treatment of the full and florid, pale, nervous, 
debilitated, &c. Opiates to be avoided, 1. 


Of the CHLOROSIS, or GREEN SICKNESS, 7. 


Symptoms and Caufes————A depraved ftate of the fluids and de- 
bility of the folids, 8—How cured according to different con- 
ftitutions and circumftances, 9—Formulz of prefcriptions for 
correcting the vitiated juices, and removing glandular ob- 
ftruétion, 11, 12—The florid, the pallid, and debilitated, 
how treated—Pra¢tical admonitions and obfervations, 15— 
Bleeding, chalybeates, air, diet—Attention to the mind, 


Anatomical examinations after death. 


Ou SuprresseD MENsES, 17. 


Caufes.——-Refifiance in the uterine veflels, and diminifhed 
force in the heart and arterial fyftern, &c. &c. 17+-Symptoms. 
attendant, from hemorrhages or other accidental caufes, how 
diverfely to be treated, 22—Preenancy to be attended to— 
Bleeding—How to prepare feet-baths, &c.—In inflammatory - 
fymptoms, venzfection; but in depraved fluids, alteratives ne- 


ceflary—formule. 


Anatomical examinations after death. 
WOE. le e | immoderaie 


ll CONSPECTUS. 


Immaderate Flaw of MENSES, 24. 


Caufes. Errors in diet, exercifes, paflions ef the mind, treated 
feparately-—Coftivenefs—Inative life——Depraved blood— 
Rupture of uterine veffels, how accounted for—Various—As 
likewife modes of cure—Prefcriptions, and times of applying 


medicines, &e. 29—Abftinence from drinks. 


The confequences. Cachexy, dropfy, hectic fever, or con- 


fumption, how prevented. ; : 

Cure adapted to the florid or pallid —Danger of fudden ftoppage, 
as coughs, {pitting of blood, fcirrhus, and cancer of the womb 
—Large flow neceflary to fome, hurtful to other women— 
Diet neceffary, nutritious, but not heating or ftimulating— 
Prefcriptions for different ranks and circumftances—For the 
florid and pallid, &c.—Stypties, 32, &c. 

Anatomical examinations after death, 26. 

The danger of caufing death by giving preparations of Lad, as 
lately recommended, 27—Formule of prefcriptions for the 
plethoric, pallid, nervous, and relaxed, 33. 

Single inftances of e/capes or cures no rules for general practice— 
Opiates cautioufly to be given—Regimen and foods—'Tea and 
all hot liquors improper—Remedies proper between the pe- 
riods—-Caution about cold bathing. 

How treated when the juices of the body are greatly vitia- 

- ted. | 3 | 


Practican ApMonitions, Ge —— 41 


The quantity of liquid diet proper, how afcertained. 

When naufea and vomiting accompany the evacuation, whe- 
ther womits are ufeful—Danger of fuch a prattice—What 
is ufeful in one country, or fafe, may be injurieus in 
another. . 

Clyfters, vomits, and irritating purgatives, to be avoid- 
ed, ~~ 
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Of the Fuvor Axtsus, or WuITes. | 


Definition—Caufes and fynonima—A tender, delicate body . 
—Too much humidity—Vifcid diet—Indulgence. in 
bed, &c. ——_—_——. oe 43 

Opinions of authors differ about the feat of the difeafe, 44 

The color different according to the habit of body, and 
cure therefore to vary, : 

DifleGtions and appearances after death. 


45 


48 


Formule of prefcriptions, 

When bracers, evacuants, or alteratives, are moft proper. 

Whin injections of aqua vegeto-mineralis and vitriolic are 
proper. 

The different intentions of cure briefly explained, 


ADMONITIONS, avd PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


The fuddenly checking the Fluor Albus hazardous, and 
frequently productive of heCtic, flow fevers, cancer of the 

womb, &c. —— —_—_— 53 

The neceflity of feeing the difcharge before remedies are 
adminiftered, -« — ——— nena 54 

Objections to {trong mercurials, draftic purges, or cantha- 
rides, as recommended by moft authors; the deftru@tive 
effects of cantharides, Lead, &c. 

Bath waters ufeful, 

Original caufes accurately inveftigated bake attempts to cure. 


55 


Caution againtt | miftaking the ulcer of the womb, or blad- 
der, Soncrtieeds &c. for this difeafe ; in what confit the 
Specific differences, See eae a 


A TREATISE on the MANAGEMENT of FemaLe Breasts 
during Lying-in, and feveral NEw OBSERVATIONS on . . 
CanceErovus Diszgases of the Breast, Wome, &e. 65 


The Treatment of the milky Breaft during Childbed, 


Not to wait three days, but to put the child to the breaft 
on the firft day after delivery, ENS MTEL 69 
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Neceflity of emptying the breafts, and keeping them from 
filling, if the mother fuckle not her infant—how effected, 


On the Treatment of the Breafts during Lying-in. 


On the caufe and cure of the inflammation, fwelled 
breafts, &c. 


Ox the Management of the Breafts if Matter colle, and Ab- 
feelfes or Impofthumes be formed, 


. Cold fhiverings figns of matter forming, fever—what reme- 


dies neceflary, 
May be opened if neceffary, without the knife, by means 
of the concentrated nitrous acid, which does not create 


pain, 
Ox Hardneffes and cancerous Tumors. 


Quacks and impoftors boldly promife cures, furgeons deny 
the poflibility—both erroneous. Improvements daily 
making. Some furgeons too fond of the knife, which is 
feldom fuccefsful, 

Many cancerous tumors ixcurable, but others curable by 
{kilful management and the new methods here introduced, 


Three prefcriptions for thofe purpofes, —E 


On the Indurations of the Breajis, that happen from various 
! » 


Caufes. 


The mode of treatment generally adopted, cruel: thefe 
complaints to be left in quiet, if the internal remedies do 


not fucceed, 
The mott judicious methods of treatment may fail, but all 


feverity increafes the diforder, 


Of Induratious of the Breafis, called the feirrhus, ar occult 


Cancer, 


Happen between the ages of 36 and 60, wwe 


12 
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12 
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The firft fpecies, varices of the veins, thefe curable. The 
fecond fpecies, the former joined with difea’ed lympha- 
tics, this more difficult of cure, ‘The thir: {pecies, a 
ftony hardnefs, and when painful, the true occult cancer, 
the veffels obftructed, and the adeps hardened, 

Treatment of the firft {pecies, ons cone 

Prefcriptions, &c. 


Mercury, alone, injurious, a meen 

Opium, hemlock, and all narcotics, improper, if the radi- 
cal cure be attempted, eaten ae 

Various fuperftitious and ridiculous remedies that have 
been ufed, as veal, {pittle, plafter, corn of a horfe, pota- 

toes, vervain, exorcifm, &c. &€. 

The patients catch, like drowning men, at a firaw, and 
often haften their death. 


Ox the confirmed internal Cancer, 


In which the fluids and adeps are all coagulated, attended 
with acute pains. Veins fometimes, but not always va- 


ricous, 


Ox the Operation for cancerous Tumors, 


Reafons why the operation fhould very feldom be per- 
formed, as the fuccefs is very doubtful, and often ren- 


ders the patient more miferable, 


On the Confequences of Scirrbus of the Breafts, when unaffified 
by Medicine, or under furgical or medical Affiftance, 

Internal treatment moft eligible. Some general inferences 
on the attempts to cure cancers, 

Not cancers when happening from milk, or early in life— 
impofitions manifetted. 


Comparative view of both methods. 
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Cure of a cancer of the tefticle condemned to the operation, 106 
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On the Management of the cancerous Ulcer, or manifef? Cancer 
of the Breaft. 3 

1. The commencement. 2. ’The augmented or feparating 

flage. 3. ‘The putrid abforbing ftage.—Remedies on 

my new plan of treatment, with various forms of pre- 


{criptions, a ne — 199 


On the Scirrhus and Cancer of the Womb. 


Three flages, the fcirrhous, the ulcerous, and putrid fepa- 
rating flage ; treatment of each. 

In which are confidered the nature of the diforder and dif- 
ferent {pecies, caufes, prognoftic, attempts to cure by im- 


proved methods, &c, IE 
Hemlock, nightfhade, &c. ufelefs in the radical cure.—I 
have examined this fubject at Vvenna, and at moft of the 
hofpitals in Europe. _ 
On the Scirrbus and Ulcers of the Womb, Sc.* 137 


Remedies more efficacious and rational ; though thefe be 
not always fuccefsful, yet fhould be tried. 


Supervening Symptoms in cancerous Difeafes of the Womb, 134 


Suppreffion of urine, 
Coftivenefs, 

Naufea and vomiting, 
Purgings, 

Putrid difcharge, 
Violent pains, 
Floodings, 

Hiccups, 

Comatofe fymptoms, 


Ox Pretenders to Secrets in the Cure of Cancerss 146 


Their daring and ignorant promifes; they call other dif- 


orders cancers. 
Patients 
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Patients moft partial to thofe who promife moft, and do 
them moft injury, Sime 

How to examine a pretender to siditiaae by which his 
knowledge may be difcovered. 

Inferences and advice on the different cancerous affeétions. 


Ox the cancerous ales of other Parts, 
Hyelids, Fauces, 

Ear, ‘Tongue, 

Nofe, Axilla, 

Lips, Groins, 

Gums, Genital parts, 
Tonfil glands, Re@um, 
Mouth, Anus, &c. 


Some of thefe cafes curable by the means recommended ; 
others incurable, 


General view of ancient and modern remedies for cancers, 

Two letters addrefled to Dr. William Hunter, on the dange- 
rous tendency of medical pride and vanity, with a re- 
tarkable cure of a cancer of the womb, after the difor- 
der was declared incurable by many phyficians, with 
the remedies prefcribed, | 


HysTeric Passton. 


Divided into the flatulent or windy, convulfive or apO« 
plectic, 

Symptoms and their variety, &c. in the hyfteric, 

Caufes.——Senfibility of mind and delicacy of body—Paf- 
fions—Retentions, &c.—Inverted periftaltic motion of 


the inteftines, ftomach, and cefophagus, 


The reafons of fymptoms. Air retained—-Its preffure 


againft the larynx, &c.—Difficulty of fwallowing, caufe, 
Effects of diftentions, with wind in the cefophagus and fto- 
mach, inteftines, &c. arteries, veins, thoracic duct, and 


eo 


lymphatics comprefled, 
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from 163 to the end. 
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The hepatic fyftem of blood-veffels concerned producing 
congeitions in all the wi/cera abdominis, wee 298 

Vitiated blood from morbid abdominal vifcera produce a 


tay A 299 
Depraved bile vitiates the chyle, and the chyle the blood; 


vitiated fecretion of bile, — 


hence acrimonious fluids and difeafed folids, 


300 
Depraved fluids aé on the nervous fyftem, and then the mind 
and body become the reciprocal caufes and effects, &c. 


General thoughts on convulfions, — 308 


Compreffion of the nerves produces palfy. 

Animal heat dependent on arterial] action. 

Nervous principle continuing in mafcles after death, 302 
In hyfteric and nervous complaints the par vagum and in- 


ibe 


tercoftal nerves particularly affected, 
The nervous confent of parts account for many nervous 
{ymptoms, as palpitations of the heart, sn ge of 
breathing, hiccups, &c. 
The moft fufceptible minds the moft afflicted with nervous 
affetions; thofe who are torpid, or poffefs little feeling, 
rarely labor under nervous complaints, : ide 


3°% 


The nervous fymptoms arife from certain ftates of the 
blood, or aérial fluids acting on the nervous fyftem as 
fimuli, —_——__- 


304 
Paffions of the mind and human chara¢ter much dependent 
on the ftate of the blood, 
The phyfiognomy conveys much intelligence of human 
character and conftitution to penetrating phyficians. 


ibe 


Individual application of medicine fuperior to purfuing ge- 


ibe 


neral rules of curing, 
An alertnefs is acquired in preferibing for the fick, by teil 
experience, repeated reflection, and extenfive pra¢tice, 
which no books nor written precepts can communicate, ibe 
Convulfive diforders transferable} through agitated minds, 
from one female patient’ to another; curious inftances 
from Baglivi, Whytt, Boerhaave, and the magnetifm at 
Paris, while the author was there in 1784, &c. 305 


Proguofis 


: ‘ i ConsBEcT Us. 
Prognofis of the hyfteric paflion, drawn from the magnitude 
‘of the difeafe, and the conftitution of patients, — 
The flatulent hyfteric paffion feldom dangetous, — 
The convulfive more dificult of cure, 
Thofe who command their minds eafieft curable; the dif- 


order reproducible by mental affections, 
‘The art of phyfic not cenfurable for failing in the cure of 
paflions of the mind, . ——— 


1 


‘The ftertorofe, or a poplettic hyfteric paffion, more ferious 
and dangerous, —_——— Bence tes. Os 

The effects of hyftetic diforders explained by numerous 
diffections after death, | 

Stagnations of all the venal fyftem that communicate with 
the vena. porte; the thoracical and abdominal vifcera 
found varioufly difeafed, as the omentum, mefentety, in- 
teftines, {pleen, pancreas, uterus, ovaria, and even the 
ftomach has been forced from. its fituation, 

Thefe appearances not the caufes, but the effeéts of the dif- 
eafe, andoften caufes of death, 

The preventing thofe effects fhould be a principal eae in 


treating nervous patients 3 


Phyficians have more attended to the mere palliation of 
nervous complaints, than to attempt their entite removal, 


Much eafier cured when recent than when of long conti- 


_nuarice, becaufe in the former the vifcera may be found, 


in the latter unfound, 
When arifing from affeGtions of the body much eafier cured 
than when originating in the mind, wer 


The curative indications aré to palliate fymptoms, temove 
caufes, and prevent congeftions in the vifcera, ——= 
The alleviation of the windy hyfteric paffion, by changing 

the inverted periftaltic moticns of the inteftines, fto- 
mach, and ocfophagus, &c. in faintings, 
Prefcriptions, exemata. 
How to treat the convulfed hyfteric pafion ; bleeding when 
requifite ; how the fit has proved fatal, aac 
} 6 


ib. 
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In languid, pale habits, bleeding improper. 
In the apoplectic, or ftertorofe hyfteric paffion bleeding 


commonly neceffary, foetids, cathartics, or laxatives, — 
Drinks of all forts to be fparingly admitted, oe the veffels 


continue diftended, 
Perf{piration, and alvine feces to be promoted, a 
Thefe methods neceflary during or near the hyfteric fit, but 

mutt be varied according to individual circumftances and 

habits, &c. 
Bleeding more proper to the irafcible and plethoric, than to 


the melancholic or defponding, 
The indications for obtaining a radical cure are, To deter- 
- mine conftantly the fuperabundant air downwards, by 
_ aloetics, carminatives, and fcetids,, 
By diminifhing the quantity of air, and preventing effervef- 
cences, by avoiding vegetables of the green or fallad 


kind, f{weetened food, beans, peafe, &c. 
Lean meats affording nourifhment, and fuch drinks as oc- 
cafion little fermentation, neceflary. ‘The patient’s feel- 
ings and inclinations to be confidered.. Spirits and water 
check. fermentation,. but hinder nutrition, Old hock, 
Seltzer water, London porter, proper, 
Abftinence from all relaxing drinks recommended. 


Mild chalybeates and vitriolic preparations proper. | See re- 
medies No, 2 to ro, No. 26 and 27. Many nervous 
patients cannot bear bracers, their ftomachs not being 
well defended by mucus, and the galtric nerves yety irri- 
tables a sy 

Lime water a corrector of fixed air. 

The impervioufnels of the faGeal veflels on the furface of 
the {mall inteftines to be removed, whether from infpif- 
fated mucus, an atonia of their abforbing powers, &c. 
Detergent cathartics, chalybeates, or metallic altera- 
tives, when to be prefcribed, cautioufly, 


In what conftitutions the foregoing caufes feparately exift. 
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Vitiated chyle anda contraétion of the mouths of the zbul/ 
of the chyliferous veftels, ‘how removable. Emotions of 
the mind counteraéting medical preferiptions. 

Leannefs or corpulencey of body not dependant on the food 
eaten, but on the attra¢tion of foods, affimilation and 
retention, or evacuation, or excretion of the nutritive 
particles, illuftrated by lean perfons being much greater 
eaters in general than the corpulent. 

Difference’ between the Dutch and French, Curfory re- 


marks on the difference of national charaGter, . 
The bile being frequently vitiated, the excrements fhould 


el 


be examined. Conclufions drawn from appearances, and 
remedies. | 7 
_ Bile ill fecreted in the liver, or too long retained in the gall 
‘bladder, lofes its detergent and other qualities, produces 
coftiveneis, &c. how remedied, 


Black bile generates a great quantity of mephitic air, 
Healthy chyle not procurable when the dile is vitiated, — 329 
The curative changes depend on removing congeftions, ob- 
 ftru@tions, or fcirrhofities in the abdominal vifcera, as 
the liver, fpleen, and their dependant veffels, mefentery, 
. &c. and changing the vitiated acrimonious ftate of the 
blood brought to the vena portarum. 
_ Such modes may radically cure nervous hyfteric cafes, but 
lefs will only prove a palliation of fymptoms. If the 
powers of the conftitution fhould not co-operate with 
medicines, cures need not be expeéted. Scirrhofities of 
the vifcera, glands, &c. need only be expected from a 
iong-continued ufe of mineral alteratives; but not always 
eligible, 
Mercery and antimony can be given in {mall dofes, repeated 
for many months, with great fuccefg. The prefcrip- 
tions, No. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55> 56,575 58, 59, are given 
as forms for prefcribing mineral alteratives with nervine 
remedies, &c. 
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In obftruGtion from relaxation, chalybeates ufeful with de- 
obitruent laxatives, 


Caufes of tumefactions in lymphatic veffels and glands, &c. 
Lymphatics convey poifons fometimes, and likewife re- 
medies, into the human body, 

Thefe plans of cure drawn from viewing the effects of hyf- 
‘ teric and nervous difeafes after death, not from imagi- 

“nary conceits, or delufive hypothefes, 

Symptoms to be mitigated by the common remedies during 
the adminiftration of metallic alteratives. : 

A fori view of the general treatment of nervous and hyfteric 
complaints, which explains the caufes of the ill-fuccefs of 
the common medical practice, 

After obftru¢tion is removed, and the acrimony of the 
blood rendered mild, chalybeates and tonics are often 


ufeful. Prefcriptions No. 60, 61. Air, exercife, and 
amufements very important, 


Alterative remedies not neceffary in recent or flight cafes, 
but in nervous diforders of long duration; difeafes to be 
conquered by remedies more powerful than the morbid 
oppofing powers. Many flight cafes cured by tonics and 
antifpafmodics in great debility, &c. fee prefcriptions 
Noi0625 635064, 653-06, 075 68..69,.703:571) 2, 73. 
Serenity of mind, above allthings, neceflary. Hyfteric 
affeCtions, arifing from chlorofis, fluor albus, a retention 

/ or immoderate catamenia, to be cured by removing pri- 


mary caufes, 
Diet of nervous patients to be of the nutritious kind, eafy of 


digeftion, 
Greens, fallads, and Beating foods, as beans, peafe, &c, 
to be avoided, as productive of flatulency ; animal food, 


therefore, fuperior to vegetable, 
Objections agiainft jellies, &c. punch, lemonade, and tea, 
improper, as likewife all watery relaxing drinks. 
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Small. beer, and ale forbid; porter, in moderation, ufeful, 


Clear dry air preferable to moift, Exercife and amufe- 


ments ufeful. Sleep to be indulged, but never folicited 
by opiates. : 

 Secretions and excretions to be gently promoted, and the 
mind to be calmed. ‘The miferable fenfations fel: by the 
nervous from indifpofition of body, the caufe of irafci- 


bility or peevifhnefs. Pratical cautions, admonitions, 


and obfervations:, nervous diforders affume the appear- 
ances of almoft every diforder, in the head, thorax, ab= 
domen, and extremities; if miftaken, dangerous, .— | 
Vomiting objected to, as too coarfe a remedy ; the naufea 
moft commonly arifing from fympathy does not require 

\ 


vomits, 


Bilious complaints sudiciensy treated, reafons why. Moz 
mits adminiftered in the times of ignorance to the bi- 
lious, but ftill continued, though contrary to all rational, 
anatomical, and phyfiological principles. 

Bile never in the ftomach naturally, but forced there by 
naufea ot vomiting. Offices of the bile in the duodenum, 
- how perverted by vomits. 

Bile never in the ftomach but by an Laveen of the ations 
of the duodenum and pylorus; fhould always be carried 
downwards, if poflible, or prevented from accumulating, 

Bile and other matter brought into the ftomach by vomits; 
but ignorance fuppofes what is thrown off was the caufe 

of the ficknefs, whereas it is the mere effect of vomiting. 

How the di/e fhould always be promoted downwards, by 
which the violence of vomiting is avoided. Rough 
methods never neceffary when curative intentions can be 
anfwered by mild, Vomits, by forcing a quantity of 
blood to the veffels of the brain, have proved fatal. In- 
ftance of a young man, who, by the force of vomiting 
drove the ftomach from its natural fituation into the chef 
which proved fatal ; with appearances after death, on 
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opening the body in the prefence of two fargeons. Caufe 
of his fudden death, &c. . 

Vomits, therefore, to all nervous and debilitated patients 
fhould be cautioufly prefcribed, or wholly omitted. 

-Camphor and valerian lefs heating than the fetid gums ; in 
what confitutions both are proper. 

In the convulfive hyfteric fit bleeding to be prefcribed to the 
plethoric and florid, but not to the pallid and debili- 
tated, er we 

In difficulty of breathing, palpitations-of the heart, and 
pains in the cheft, volatile liniments, olewm anifi, or 
oleum terebinthine, to be uled before bleeding. Olum 
anife and tindura rhei, expellers of wind. Different 2 an- 
tifpafmodics proper for different habits. 
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A lew pulfe often a great reafon for free bleeding. A. low 


pulfe, from obftruction in the heart or farge veffels, 
lungs, or compreffion on the cerebellum, 

Local bleedings of the utmoft utility, and why to be pre- 
ferred in the apoplexy, &c. Arguments: gradual deple- 
tion not equal to’ the force of fudden attacks of the apo- 
plexy, where the heart forces the blood violently and 
fuddenly to the head.. An immediate remedy to be pre- 
ferred to a flow one in all cafes of exigency. 

A rupture of the blood veflels of the brain to be appre- 
hended, which commonly kills the patient : its prevention 
by liberally emptying the veffels, the only remedy: from 
the author’s own knowledge has frequently preferved 
life. No time’to be loft in flow deliberation ; for in 
flow, dubitative confultations, the patient’s life is not 
unfregnently loft. 

The fubject illuftrated by attempting the falvation of a man 
likely to be drowned. Whether a remote or immediate 
method of preferving life be moft eligible. Dangerous 
error excludes bleeding in many cafes of apoplexy, while 
reafoning and fuccefsful experience determine its utility. 


The 
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"The cafe farther illuftrated by comparing the oveiflowing 
of a river. to the blood forced into the head, &c. Many 
cafes in phyfic require quick determination and rapid ex- 
ecution, where flow dulnefs would fail, particularly in 
apoplexy. , 

Difference, however, between the fanguineous and ferous 
apoplexy, between plethora, and inanition, &c. how dif- 
tinguifhable. In what cafes bleeding is moft requifite to 
prevent the coagulation of blood in the veins. 

Inftances of the fuccefs of prompt bleedings; cafes, however, 


in which bleeding may be avoided, 

In recent nervous attacks, light laxatives and antifpafmodics 
fucceed. In more nervous cafes of longer continuance, 
tonics. When the diforder has ravaged many years, 
mineral alteratives to be prefcribed, and long continued, 

__ to remove vifceral, la¢teal, and glandular obftruction, 

Preferiptions of alteratives, No. Hd 755 90; 77.0° Others to 
be invented according to circumftances. 

Coftivenefs always to be prevented, not by /a/vs, which are 
improper for the nervous, but by bitter ftomachic laxatives. 
Mental affections often curable by fympathifing compaf- 
fionate friends, and obtunded by fetids, antifpafmo- 

dics, &c. 

Air, exercife, and amufements, greatly affift medicine. 
All diftreffing objects to be avoided. Nervous diforders, 
though often clear of immediate danger, are more dif 
trefling to the fufferer than the moit acute difeafes ; there- 


fore merit the greateft compaflion, 
_Effetts of fympathy on feeing convulfions, remarkable 
inftances, and how produced.  Initances of inge- 
nious impoftors in all ages, and credulity in the mulii- 
tude, 
Sympatliy has produced convulfions amongft the volatile 


RV 


360 


366 


French, the folemn Dutch, and amongft the Englifh, &c. 368 


Force of imagination at terrible fights, &c. 


Nervous 
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Nervous patients fickle, diffident, and impatient: where the | 


patient has not faith or confidence in the phyfician, no 
cure will happen, 


The nervous confent of parts to be accounted for: medicine 
not in the dark with regard to nervous diforders. 

Obfervations on the ignorance of the ancients in nervous 
complaints. | ) 

Neither much reading, claffical learning, nor meditation, 
can form a phyfician, without immenfe experience, a 
happy genius, and found natural ~as well as acquired 


judgment to apply remedies judicioufly, 


Various Symptoms accompanying nervous Complaints. 


A dry jein, from obftructed pores, from a diminution in 
the contraétile arterial powers, from other profufe eva- 


cuations; how remedied, 


Profufe fweating, or increased perfpiration, from hettic fever, 
acrimony, laxity; how cured, SYS totes 


aa 


374 


Wind, ox flatulency in the flomach, Remarks on the elafticity | 


and expanfion of air, its caufes, and effects, in the fto- 
mach, 


Accumulation owing to effervefcence or fermentation, and 
‘an impervioufnefs of the minute vafcular fyitem on the 
furface of the ftomach and inteftines, ‘ &c. 

Leguminous food, fruits, and vegetables, produétive of fla- 
tulency; therefore improper for weak nervous ftomachs, 
Niffections and appearances after death, &c. Remedies 
for flatulency. 

Hiccups depend on the action of the diaphragm, &c. and 


irritation of the cefophagus, ftomach, &c. Cure of: fla- 
tulency or wind, Saar 


StriGure of the wfophagus, or gullet, often threatening fuffo- 
cation by comprefling the windpipe and large returning 
blood. veffels; how relieved; whether from wind or 
{pafms, &c. The ftomach has been forced out of its 

feat, fhewn by the anatomical diffeGions, &c. 


La 
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"The cardialgia, or heartburn, from acidity, rancid acri- 
mony, &c. Anatomical diflections after death fhew 


various caufes, . 

Voracious appetite, froma fharp humor, other caufes; ex- 
-amples of men eating forty pounds at a meal, &c. Anata- 
mical examinations after death, pe ne 

Worms—anthelmintics, alkaline falts to diflodge them 

from the inteftinal mucus and coats, borax, &c. 

Depraved appetite, inftances—caufes and cure. Cramps 
in the flomach —caufes various, from acrimony, gout, 
rheumatifm, and various fimuli, An extraordinary 
cafe. : 

Cure of cramps in the fomach by remedies and diet, 

Prefcriptions, No. 78, 79, &c. 

‘When a mineral alterative courfe is neceffary, prefcrip- 
tion, No. 80. Palliatives fometimes necefflary, but 
opium fometimes injurious; yet in fome inftances, ne- 
ceflary. 2 

Phlegm, or water rifing in the foomach, caufes, from the 
relaxation of the exhalents in the ftomach, from pancrea- 
Hicyuce, dc. Cure, 

Naufea or ficknefs, from acidity, flatus, bile, from fym- 
pathetic’ confent of parts. VYomits dangerous aad un- 
neceflary ; are often contra-indicated if the vifcera be 
difeafed, &c. —— —— 

The offending matter to be propelled, if poffible, through 
the inteftinal canal by gentle ftomachic laxatives, &c. 


Vomiting, idiopathic ox /ymptomatic; and various; thirty-four 
caufes enumerated, therefore requiring varicus modes of 
treatment, according to the exciting caufes. Extraordi- 

nary cafe of achild rejecting its food, with continual 
convulfions. Appearances after death, 7 

Bile, or fluids from the exhalent arteries, irritating. Ef 

fects of bile in hot climates 


Cee Soe 


Cure of nervous vomiting, Prefcriptions, No. 78, vola- 
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382 


386 


388 


393 


394 
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Jatile faline draught, 79; with rhubarb, 80, Anatoe 
mical examinations after death. is 

In chronical difeafes of the vifcera, vomits contra-indi- 
cated ; in few or no cafes vornits proper. 

Bile in the ftsmach, yellow bile, black bile, from what caufes 
arifing, and cure. Coftivenefs to be prfevented, (403 

Wind in the flemach and finall inteftines; how known and 
cured. . Wind in the large inteftines. Co/fivenefs origi- 
nating from many caufes, which are to be well con- 
fidered before prefcribing, —— 404 

Tumors and other difeafes of the vifcera, obftru€ied bi- - 
liary ducts, fpafms, debility, drynefs of the inteftines, 
inert bile, infpiffated mucus, paralyfis from affections ~ 
of the womb, ftone, gravel,’ from lead, Opiates, &c. 
DiffeGtions after death. - 

Bilions exerement, from an overabundance of bile, from 


wind, increafed fecretion by anger, &c., to be pro- 
moted downwards. Serenity of mind recommended, 409 ~ 
Black excrement or feces, from ill-fecreted bile, or its 
| long retention in the gall bladder, produces coftive- 
. nefs by its inactivity; how removed, ‘whether the caufe 
‘pe in the liver, or bile dus, or effufed blood in the 
ftomach. —— 410 
Pale- colored argillaceous excrements, a common fymptom 
of the jaundice, from obftructed bile duéts, difeafed 
liver; its abforption into the fanguiferous fyftem in- 
ftead of the gall bladder, &c. . Gall ftones, &c. Cure t 
by faponaceous remedies, Jaxatives, &c. Acids im- 
" properly prefcribed. Vernal herbage recommended by 
Boerhaave, 


412 


Purgings, from ftimuli, irritability of the inteftines, not 
‘to be haftily checked before the caufes are temoved, 

nor pain incautioufly mitigated by opiates. Ipecacu- 
- anha difagreeable to the nervous. Bi/e to be evacuated 
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or corretted, or fet debility, how treated. Antifpaf- 
modics remove nervous cholics, —— 


Nervous tabes, or wafting, caufes of bodily confumption 


various, ulcerated lungs, chronic difeafes of the vifcera, 
profufe evacuations, haemorrhages, obfiruéted mefenteric 
glands, all require different modes of eure, 

The nervous confumption commonly owing to. mental per- 
turbation, &c. Cure. — 

Nervous cholic, caufe, fixed, or other air vellicating the coats 
of the inteftines. . Cure fimilar to flatulency, 

Worms, various fpecies, caufes, fymptoms, effects, adhere 
like leeches to the coats of the inteftines, drawing nourifh- 
ment from the body, 

Cure confitts in diflodging them from ee holds on the 
villous inteftinal coat. 

- Detergers neceflary, of alkaline falts, coh but not too 


ftrong; other remedies; aloetic clyfters. 

Prefcriptions againft worms, No. 81, 82, 83, 84, 85. 

The prtefcription of the famous fecret worm powder, 
which wasin the higheft eftimation, prefcription No. 
86. : ie : sai 

Hemorrhoids or piles, from varices, abrafion of the mucus, 
excoriations, compreflions of the iliac veffels, excrefcences. 


Cure various, 
Emollients, laxatives, tepid baths, aftringent lotions, their 


ufes ; ; a liniment. : 
Bleeding piles, of blind piles, aloetics and ftimulating 
purges to be avoided. 


| Prolapfus ani, or defeent of the recium, 


Caufes — Hardened excrements, coftivenefs, depravation 
of the adeps, &c., obftruction of returning veins by 
the itriciure of the fphiner mufcle. Cure, and its 
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426 


difiicultys 
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difficulty. How to prevent gangrene in dangeroud 
cafes. | | 

Prefcription, No. 87, opiates to be avoided. 

Different modes of cure neceflary, 


Spafmodic firiGure of the bladder. : 


Caufes various, fhewn by diffections after death; the cure 


of courfe ought to be widely different. ~ 435 
Involuntary emiffion of urine; ~ 437 


From various caufes ; the cure. 


Pains in the womb, 


Often miftaken for other difeafes; how diftinguifhable, 438 


Pains from efforts to menfiruate, 


How treated, — oe 439 


Pains from contraGion to force off coagulas 


To be treated according to circumftances. 


Falling down of the uterus or wombe 


Kffects—Nanufea, faintings, debility, &c. Anatomical ex- 
aminations after death, “ a 442 
Cure by tonics, &c, Caution about cold bathing. 


Pains in the fore part of the head. - 443 


Caufes—Cautious againft diluting liquors in nervous head- 
F achs 
Cure—If from acrimony or gout, &c., how curable. 


Pains in the back part of the head = 445 


Arife from various caufes, and more alarming than in 
the fore part of the head. From perturbations of the 
: mind, 
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mind, diftention of veffels enlarging the fize of the 
brain, and prefling againft its bony cavity from 
ftudy, &c. 

Caufes of its continuance producing languor, depreflion of 
{. rits, apoplexy, palfy. 

Ext action of blood proper. ei 

Evacuations and abftinence from liquids: Incongruity of 
the common practice explained, of emptying and Jilling at 
the fame moment, : 

Repeated bleeding and the rigid ffarvation {chemes in 
hectical and confumptive cafes not attended with fuc- 
cefs, though almoft univerfally adopted. Buffy blood 
no fign of true inflammation, nor’ does it indicate a 
neceflity of bleeding repeatedly, as may be obferved 
in gouty and chronic rheumatifm, where bleeding is 
injurious in moft inflances, and yet the blood is always 


buffy. 


All attempts to dilute the blood, as it is called, in gouty, 


rheumatic, and certain pulmonic difeafes, &c., by the 
common means, are hypothetical and impracticable. 
Dropfies may be the confequence; but not the change 
of blood to a falubrious ftate, 

Tea atts as a fomentation on the coats of the ftomach, 


and injurious to the nervous, counteracting ‘sonics. 


Dry nutritious diet fhould accompany bracing eager 
dies, 

Pains in the potterior part of the head arifing from {e- 
rum in the ventricles of the brain, the pupils of the 


eyes dilated, -Acrimony cured by attacking the various 
caufes, 


| Remitting pains in the head. 


If from nervous fever, the febrile diforder firft to be con- 
fidered ; how cured, etieeds re eae 


ie » 
XL 
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Intermittent 
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\ Pleven head-ach. " 454. 


Defcription—Fixed, and called clavus hyflericus ; its inter- 
miffion points outitstype. Caufes. 

Dura mater, or periofieum, may be difeafed, and caufe pain. 

Vomiting, though a common prattice, rough and unnecef- 
fary in the ague. 

How cured in thoufands of inftances without vomiting, 
or any rough method, Prefcriptions No. 88, 89, 
A dry nourifhing diet ufeful, All flops and broths tobe 
avoided, 4 | 

Tf the bark, as above defcribed, fhould fail, two prefcrip- 
tions, which immenfe experience has proved fuccefs- 
ful, No. 90,91. The dark not always to be depended 
on without vitriolic and other tonics. 

A mode of curing the poor in the aguifh countries ata 
fall expence, for the parpofes of charity and humanity 


given in Englifh, No, 92, —— 
Diet neceflary. 
Intermittent inflammations of the eyes, tooth-ach, cured in 


459 


a fimilar mode. 

Nervous patients feldom require thefe formidable me- 
thods. : 

Prejudices concerning agues confidered. The ague OY ins 
texmittent fever zo cure for any diforder. 

Agues Ot intermittent not to be fuffered to continue, but 
to be immediately cured. 

Bark alone not a {pecific for the ague or intermittent fe- 
ver of this country. | 

Bark purging not always inefficacious, Opiates impro- 


~ 


per. 
Thefe obfervations more calculated for the continent 


than in England. . Advice to noblemen or gentlemen 
who travel, never tomove without James’s powder and’ 
bark, 

Objections 
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Objections to vomiting, as the ague can be always cured 
without vomiting. ‘The difeafed vifcera to be cured, as 
the liver, or fpleen, &c. : 

Ufe of calomel in very {mall dofes, and pilula Rufi, &c. 


Slight temporary delirium “ 47% 
Thefe wanderings of the mind arifing from wind in the 
cefophagus, &c.; how treatéd, when from relaxation 


e 


Drowfine/s. - 41% 


From over-fatigue or meditation, an overloaded fto- 


or acrimony. 


mach—indulged in hot climates—in colder climates 
fometimes the forerunner of apoplexy and palfy: how to ~ 
be treated. 


Stupor, or hebetudo, “ 473 


Attendant on old age, after apoplexy, palfy, or extra- 
ordinary and long-continued exertions or paffions of 
the mind. Produced by hemlock and other narcotics, 
Singular cafe. Cure, 


Watchfulnefs or Perviilium. - AT. 


Caufes ate depraved acrimonious blood irritating the brain, 
mental affections or indigeftion, &c. Cure by remov- 
ing different caufes. 


Frightful dreams, or night Mares , th 476 


Symptoms and caufes from wind, indigeftion, preffure 
againft the diaphragm, worms, inflated inteftines; the 
 moft dangerous from impeded circulation in the lungs, 
epilepfy, apoplexy; or fudden death fometimes the 

confequence. 
Cure.— When from a fuperabundance of coagulable 
lymph, common to the gouty, polypi, water in the 
cheft, pericardium, lungs, - &c. Empyema, or mat- 
tex 
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ter colleGed in the thorax, aneurifm of the aorta of 

. fubclavian artery. Thefe later cafes incurable. Agitation 
of mind the principal caufe amongft the nervous paf- 
fions, &c. 


Agitations of the mind and peevifbuefs, Se “ 48 


Human minds change through bodily indifpofition. Senfi- 
bility of mind and a fharp acrimonious blood oftener 
productive of petulance than has been fuppofed. 

The mind and body become reciprocally the caufe and 
effect. A mind agitated produces depraved chyle, des 
praved chyle depraved bleod, depraved blood a de- 
generacy of all the fluids, acting as ftimuli on the 
brain, &c. 

Quicknefs of temper always injures the conftitution, in- 
creafes by indulgence. Medicine not to be cenfured 
where the mind is not reftrainable by the patient. 

Where nervous patients indulge petulance or anger, they 
take the moft effetual means, not only to fhorten, but 
likewife to render their lives miferable. 

Changing the acrimonious flate of the blood to a balfamic 
ftate very ufeful in changing ill humor into mildnefs, 
Envy more owing to an ill flate of the blood than any 
other caufe, &c. 

Human character difcovered by the phyfiognomy denied 
by thofe who moft wih, perhaps, to conceal the depra- 
vities of the heart. None fo much deceived as thofe 
who imagine they always deceive others. 

Phyficians have the greateft opportunities of develop. 

-ing human chara¢ter, and difcovering many caufes in 
the flate of blood, form of body, &c. J. Baptifta 
Porta and Lavater great connoiffeurs in human phy- 
fiognomy, &c. ‘Temperaments too much neglected 
by the moderns. A curious hiftory of Se/eucus, and 
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the penetration and prudence of Era/j seed the bof 
‘Ci. 

The knowledge of conftitutions feparately confidered very 
improvable, particularly by applying all the modern dif- 
coveries to eetas phyfic. 


Groundle/: fears, difmal apprebenfions, oe pains, Sc. 488 
Shocking to friends and melancholy to fufferers. Some 
think every night they fhall not live to fee morn. 
ing; others have imagined themfelves dead, and di- 
rected their funerals. Caufes of thefe wretched ideas 
or falfe images, fanaticifm. Cure. Zealous ignorant 


bigots to be avoided. 


Unjupt [uf picions , tactturuity and fullennefs, de/pondency. Modes 


of treatment, ——— 493 
¥lufhing in the face, &c. an ne 495 
Imaginary debility, ema eee 498 
On the pulfes of the nervous, | — 500 


Difficulty of breathing, and pains about the heart, &c. — 502 
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TREATISE. 


ON: 


FEMALE, .NERVOUS. DISEASES, 
MADNESS, SUICIDE, 
Efe, Fe, 


Eee — 
GENERAL METHOD OF PREVENTING 
FEMALE DISEASES; vc. 


‘Tue delicate ftruGture of the femiale body ; 
the peculiar fenfibility of the nervous fyftem ; 
the abfence, prefence, diminution, increafe, 
or obftruction of the catamenia; the ftate of 
the uterus, and the fingularities of each indi- 
vidual conftitution, all require the moft ferious 
attention of the phyfician, who would treat 
the diforders of females with Bs | and 
fuccefs. 


Vor. I. B b asizag Bhe 
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The due regulation of the catamenia is of 
the utmoft importance : but it fhould not be 
determined on from the quantity of the dif- 
charge, but what the conftitution has been 
accuftomed to; this varies more or lefs in 
every female. 

Perfons of fuperior rank, who ufe little ex- _ 
ercife, and are of a relaxed habit, have often 
this evacuation in greater abundance than 
thofe of an inferior ftation ; yet this may an- 
wer the moft falutary purpofes in both con- 
ditions. 

The conftitution, in general, regulates the 
catamenia without requiring any afliftance 
from art: therefore phyficians, and the female 
fex,. fhould be very cautious how they coun- 
teract this uterine excretion by improper and 
ill-timed remedies ; for mifchief has been the 
confequence *. 


An 


* Hune fanguinem ex ipfius uteri vafis deponi demonftravit 
autopfia in foeminis, co fluente extinétis ; in vivis mulieribus, 
quibus uterus inverfus fanguinem ex oftio ifiterno diftillavit : in 
altis, quibus cum menfes déficerent, uterus fanguine congefto 
plenus fait, natura uteri vafis pleniflima, mollis fpongiofa, com- 
parata cum tenui, minima flocculénta, callofa vagina—Nihil 
tamen intercedit quin utero impedito fanguis per vaginam depos 
natur, ut alius per ultimum inteftinum & per remotiflimas demuna 
#orporis partes deponitur.—Hallerus. 
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An increafe or diminution of the mentftrual 
evacuation may happen from various caufes ; 
as changes of air, diet, and exercifes; violent 
affections of the mind, as anger, grief, fear; 
retentions of natural and diurnal excretions, 
as the feces, urine, and perfpiration, without 
any injury to the conftitution: thefe changes, 
er any little flight fymptoms arifing from 
them, fhould not be confidered or treated as 
difeafes. | 
- In healthful conftitutions, befides the pur- 
pofes of propagating the human fpecies, the 
womb expels whatever is noxious or redun- 
dant ; and prevents or cures; by this means, 
many female complaints *. 

The diet of females thould be regulated 
according to the individual conftitution : but, 
during the flowing of the catamenia, all 
acids, flatulent, cold, milky, vifcid, and grofs 
diet fhould be avoided ; as'likewife cold ath- 
zag, fudden cold, vegetables, and all bracing 
or affringent medicines, purges, Or vomits. 

If the catamenia fhould be accompanied’ 
with much pain, arifing from the refiftance 

B 2 | Or 


® Kalaanvion yiroetven mrzitony stows EC osregs-— bdippecs 
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of the os caternum, ox from little: coagulated 
mafies formed in the uterus, which it endea- 
vours. to:expel by repeated and painful con- 
- tractions*, warm cloths may be repeatedly 
applied to the lower part of the abdomen, or 
~abladder. filled with hot water, which will 
retain its heat a confiderable time; and warm, 
comfortable drinks may be ufed in modera-~ 
tion; if thefe do not fucceed, an emollient 
carminative clyfter may be prefcribed +. 
Thefe pains are immediately removed by 
opiates; but the greateft {kill and circum- 
fpection are required in their adminiftration ; 
for they fometimes produce delirium, convul= 
fions, beadachs, obftruétion, and a train of other 
difagreeable fymptoms, not only in this, but 
in other feminine complaints ; ‘and their: ef-. 
fe&ts are commonly equal to the proportion 
of nervous fenfibility the conftitution ie 
fefles. | | | 
: d. tis’ J | hall | de 
weet hele pains are frequently miftaken for colics, both by me- 


dical pratitioners and. females, and’ very improperly treated. 


‘The, pains are fituated, under the pubis, betyw een, the bladder and 
mee hes 


‘ 


+ Of carraway, annifeeds, chamomile flowers boiled, and 
a cup of feet oil)* Myrrh and aloetiés atéefefuls °° * 
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* In the intermediate time, from one monthly 
difcharge to another, the accuftomed way of 
life, and that which has been experienced to 
agree,’ fhould be continued, if not produaive 
of indifpofition, and this will be beft deters 

mined ‘by every perfon’s natural feelings. 
Air, exercife, regular diet, and amufements, 
dre more conducive to health, than confine- 
ment, indolence, a minute attention to trix 
fling changes, and a contftant fl peat to 
the art of medicine. weit 

From.natural conftitution, and often from 
errors in living, arife a plethora or fullnefs in | 
fome women, and an extreme relaxation in 
others: both require a different. treatment. 

To remove fullnefs, joined with too much 
floridity, .a more ab{temious: dict may be 
purfued once or twice in the week, avoiding 
fuppers, or large draughts of different h- 
quids, : 

To invigorate the relaxed and pallid, Keht 
nutritious meats, with a glafs cf wine, avoid- 
ing all teas, lemonade, {mall beer, or any 
weak drinks, as much as poffible.. » By re- 
gulating exactly the quantity of liquids taken 
into the ftomach, fo as never to exceed the 


folid 


ir 
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folid food: but, as each individual may re« 
quire a particular treatment, to direct this 
is the province of medicine. 

Coftivenefs 1s a common female complaint, 
and productive of many evils: in thofe of a 
plethoric habit, and florid complexion, com- 
mon or calcined magnefia, fal polychreftum, fena, 
ftewed prunes, manna ; and to robuft habits, 
even Rochelle ‘falts may occafionally be re- 
peated, if a more free ufe of boiled vegeta- 
bles fhould not anfwer. 

To the relaxed, thin, and pale, alsetics 
joined with /oap, a few grains of Rufus’s pill, 
or fuch-like remedies, will be proper; but 
no preparation, perhaps, is better, than 
about from two to fix grains af the pilula 
ex colocynth. cum aloe, twice or thrice in the 
week; it commonly removes pains in the 
ftomach, and acts yery gently, if well pre- 
pared. | 
A grain of the pulv. gambog., or half a 
grain of calomel, as an excellent deobftruent, 
may be added in fome obftinate cafes of cons 
ftipation. 

Such are the general means by which 
health may be preferved, and many grievous 
difeafes prevented. 

7 Of 
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Of the Cutorosis, or GREEN SICKNESS. 


A partial or total obftruction in the uterine 
veffels of young females, under or about the 
age of puberty, attended with great palenefs, 
or a fallow green colour of the face and {fkin, 
and a difinclination to move, is called the 
chlorofis, or green ficknefs *. 

To the above appearances the following 
-fymptoms may be added; palenefs of lips ; 
great laffitude; coldnefs of the feet ; lofs of 
appetite, or a defire for abfurd things ; nau- 
_ fea and vomiting ; difturbed fleep ; a languid 
pulfe; yellow, turbid, or aqueous urine; a 
difficulty of breathing ; {wellings of the feet, 
and other parts; palpitation of the heart; 
pains of the head; faintings, and a great dee 
jection of the mind. j | 

‘The immediate caufes of the chlorofis feem 
to be a depraved ftate of the fluids, from a 

| repeated 


* Hipp. Mlifcis Avicennes febris alba & virginum obftruc- 


tiones Mercati; Cachexia Plateri, de difcoloratione. Moxbus i... 
virgineus & febris alba Rod. a Caftro, Fuedi colores Balionii, 


Vebris amatoria Langii, I@eritia alba Etmulleri. ‘The mbiti- 
plication of names for one and the fame thing may be numbezts 
amongft modern philofophical abfurdities, } 
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repeated accumulation of what fhould have 
been difcharged by the uterine veflels ; a di- 
minithed fenfibility of the nervous fyftem, 
and a lofs:of vigour in the folids.. Inftead of 
a proper proportion of the red particles in the 
blood, ferum or lymph predominate; the 
_ fine feelings are blunted ; the foul and body 
appear ina ftate of torpidity, and every little 
- exertion of the mufcular powers produces fa- 
tigue. 

The other caufes are, a humid and cold 
air; anaturallax, fpongeous and phlegmatic 
habit; a fedentary life; affections of the 
mind 3 improper diet; a bad digeftion ; but 
above all, the admiffion of a depraved and ill- 
prepared chyle through the lacteal veffels*. 
| When the difeafe has been fome time con- 
firmed, the mind and body become the reci- 
procal caufes of its increafe and continuance; 
the languid {tate of mind is daily more debi- 
litated by the fluggifh circulation of cold un- 
healthy fluids; and this feeble circulation ap- 

pears 

* Vitium prime cottionis, quz fit in primis viis, non facile 
corrigitur in fecunda, que in vifceribus fanguificationi & depu- 


ratione infervientibus peragitur, minus in tertia que atu nutri- 
tionis abfolvitur, 


ca 
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pears to deaden the nervous fenfations, and 
deprive the foul and active nervous powers of 
thofe exertions which might expel the formi- 
dable enemy. The effects, after death, may 
feldom be feen; but a few examinations thew 
fufficiently the confequences of the difeafe, 


when confirmed *. 


The cure confifts in correcting the vitiated 


fluids ; and removing glandular, or other ob-. 


ftruCtions. 


Removing the torpidity of the nervous 


fyftem ; and 


- Invigorating the folids. 


I. Thefe 


CATE blorofis. 


Anatomical examinations after Death. 


Symptomata. 


Chlorofis cam fpirandi difficul- 


tate & convulfionibus fucce- 
dentibus. 

Cordis palpitationibus ftipatur, 
& fyncopem lethalem accer- 
fit. 


Chlorotica {ubito extinguitur. 


Chlorotica difficile {pirat & con- 
vulfionibus agereditur. 

Chlorotica centum & amplius ve- 
ne /ectiones intra annum pala 
fyncope de medio tollitur, 


Extifpicia, 
Lympha in thorace & pulmo- 
nes pure exefi,, 


Cor fanguine concreto turgens, 
valvule deformes & quafi of- 
fez. 

Ovarium finiftrum ingens, 

Pulmones putridi. 


Cerebrum & vafa fanguifera 
fanguine vacua. 
Ventriculus contractus. 
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1. Thefe ends may be produced by neutral 
falts, aloetics, mercurials, and antimonials, 
given as evacuants and alteratives. 

2. By air, exercife, warm medicated baths, 
diverting the mind, riding on horfeback. 

3. By chalybeates, bark, Spa, Pyrmont, 
Bath, fimilar waters, and an attention to pro- 
per diet. 

The diforder, however, being flow in its 
advances, and feldom attended with imme- 
diate danger, the attempts to cure fhould be 
conducted gradually: but the difeafe is not 
to be neglected ; the affiftance of art is, in 
moft cafes, abfolutely neceffary. 

The depraved humours may be evacuated, 
and glandular obftruction removed, by aloe- 
tics and calomel ad gr. fs. vel j., once, twice, 
or thrice in the week ; and the blood may be 
accelerated and changed by an electuary of 
limatur. mart. fpec. aromat, and conf. rofar, 
ter de die, 

Manna and cremor tartari, rhubarb, jalap, 
and tre, are, in various occafions, neceffary. 
The application of any of the above remedies, 
according to the circumftances of cafes and 

conftitutions 
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eonftitutions of patients, muft be left to the 
{kill of the prefcriber. 

To the plethoric, the faline preparations, 
diffolved and united with aloetics, may be 
_ ‘proper. 

To the pale, languid, and hyfterital, the 
aloetics alone, or joined with the fetid gums, 
and in all obftinate cafes, the mercurials, as 
merc. dulce. fex fubl. ad gr. fs; at proper dif- 
tances may be adminiftered conjointly with 
aloetics, or bitter laxatives. | 

In the intermediate days may be given Loris 
duabus ante prandium quotidie, with or with- 
out chalybeates; as light correctors of the 
f{tomach, 


Elix. aloés, 

—— myrrh. c, 

Tin. facra. ad 31 vel 3ifs. 

———— Rhei ad 3)j. in quovis vehiculo appropriate 
Pil. gummofs, ad gr. v, cum 

—— Rofi ad gr. iij. 

Extragt. cathart, ad gr. ilj. 

es Rhabarb. cum gentian, 

~—— Sabin, 


Gum amoniac, 

oor galban, 

——-— myrrh. ad 3fs. cum kali pura Dfs, et ferro vitriolate 
gt. iij. iv, or v. in aq. puleg. 3ij. | 


As 
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As gentle alteratives. © 
Cinnabar fatitium. Bek i conle 
fEthiops mineralis, . . 


Puly. merc. dulc, lot! cum fulph, . aurat. ant,.ad gr.j. ter de 
die in Pill, or what is called Plummer’s pill. 


To reftore and “invigorate the folids and 
ae quicken the circulation. 
Rubigo ferri ad Dj. 
Tinét. flor. martial. ad 3j. cum infus, amar. ter de die. 
Elix, vitriol. dulce. ad 3j. 0 — eas 
—acid; ad gtt. xv, cum decoéto cort, Peruv, vel 
infufo amaro, nF The 
Lixivium martis ad gtt. xx, 
_ Vinum chalybeatum ad 34), vel 3fs, 


amarum ad 3{s. cum aliquo vehiculo, 


Palv. cortex Peruv. ad 3{s, ex cyatho lattis vaccini bis vel 
ter de die, 


But what has been found, after above 
twenty years experience, and in fome thou- 
fands of female and other cafes, an excellent 
corrector of the moft depraved ftate of the 
fluids, is my pu/urs mineralis purificans, which 
is prepared in the following manner ; 


Pulvis mineralis purificans fortior. 


K. Flor. fulph. pulv. fal nitr. argent. viv. aa. tbj. terantur 
fimul in mortario vitreo vel lapideo donec perfectiflima. unitas 
facta fit.. Dofis e gr. xv. ad 3fs, in aqua hordeata, ter de die. 


Pulvis 
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© Pulots mineralis purificans mitior. 
F. Hor. fulph. ates vive aa. Ibis. Jue fal. nitr. puriff. Oy 
mifce ut fapra. ‘ 


The aloetic and calomel pill fhould be oreferibed 2 at the fame 
time. 


oh Ath a ~removing remedies for the firft in- 
tention. 


Formule remediorum. 


No.1. K. Tart. emet. gr. ad gr. fs. 
| Ag. com. 3ifs. 
Magref, alb. uft. gr. xx. M. f. hauftus bis vel ter in 
feptimana fumendus. 
No. 2. kK. Calomel gr. i ad gr. fs. vel gr. j. 
Pil. Rufi gr. 11j. M. accuratiflime . pilula femel bis 
vel ter in feptimana fumenda. 
No. 3. Fx. Pil. gummof, 
— ex. colocynth. cum aloe aa. Bye 
M. f. pilule No. xxiv. capiat unam mane & note 
fuperbibendo 31j. aqua menth. vel infufi pulegii cum 
KAP oe flor. mart. 


After the foregoing evacuants the la 
+ os remedies are proper: - 


: , * 

No. 4. °R Tin@. melampod.3}. capiat coch. parvul. (tea fpoon- 
~ ful)-ex infas: fol. puleg.. mane, hora undecima,,quo- 

tidse Syel, 

No. 5. BK. Elix. aloés 3yj. 

meas Ting. aromat. 3ij. M. capiat st Lx, bis vel ter de 

_. die ex'cyatho aque parvo: vel, 

No, 6. EK. Vin, Chalybeat, 3ifs. 


& “ 


"hing, 
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Ting. facr. 3f%. M, capiat 3ij. ter de die ex cyathé 
, infus, flor. chamzmel. | 
No.7 kK. Elix, aloés Zifs. 
Lixiv. mart. 3{s. M. capiat ott. xxx. vel ux. bis de 
die, ut fupra. 
No. 8. K. Elix. myrrh, comp. 3ifs. 
Aloés 3fs, M. capiat. gtt. ux. ad 3ij. bis vel ter de’ 
die ex liquore appropriato. 


Any of the above preparations may be 
made into draughts, or mixtures, with the 
aqua puleg. or aqua mentha; with an ad« 
dition of camphor julap, if neceflary. 

No. 9. Ke Conf. cort. aurant. Zifs, 
Chalyb. cum fulph. prep, aa. 3iij. 
Spec. aromat. 3ij. 
Syr. fimp. q. s. 
M. f. ele&t. cujus capiat Q. N. M. bis in die fupers 
bibend. 3ij. infus. amar, 
No. 10. Bu Lac. fulph. Sf. 
Rubig. ferri prepar. gr. xv. 
Myrrh. pulv. gr. xx. 
Spec. aromat. gr. iv. M. f. pulv. bis in die fumend. 


e coch., fyrup. fimp. 
By fuch remedies the offices of the ftomach, 
‘inteftines, and Jaéteal veffels are reftored ; 
the glutinous or ferous matter is diminifhed, 
evacuated, or changed; a more healthful 
and nutritious chyle is prepared and abforb- 


ed, the red particles of blood increafe, the 
lips 
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_ Jips begin to affume their natural colour ; 
the arterial fyftem acquiring ftrength and 
elafticity, the uterine veffels open, and the 
menftrual falutary evacuation becomes re- 


gular. 
Praétical Admonitions and Obfervations. 


Bleeding fhould never be prefcribed, ex- 
cept to robuft, full habits, and when the difs 
_ order is recent. 

Chalybeates agree beft with the cold 
leucophlegmatic conftitutions: all alcalines 
fhould be avoided at the time they are ad- 
miniftered. j 

In full, plethoric habits, the neutral falts, 
or cremor tartar joined with cathartics, may 
be proper, and even the preparations of hel- — 
lebore ; but this laft is rarely neceflary ; and 
one great objection to its ufe is, its draftic 
effects, as remarked by Hippocrates. 

Pediluvia are ufeful, of falt, warm water, 
balm, pennyroyal and favin : but they fhould | 
not be ufed in cedematous {wellings ; but, in- 
ftead, frictions applied to the feet and legs, 


and a roller of thin flannel. 
Cold, 
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' Cold, humid air, acid fruits, and moift, of 
aqueous diet, fhould be avoided. A light 
nutritious food, of a dry nature, anda glafs 
of wine, in fome cafes may be ufeful. 

The quantity of fluids in the body fhould 
be leflened by a partial abftinence from li- 
quids ; this alone has proved a cure; proba- 
bly, by removing the lateral preffure from the | 
arteries, rendering more dry and elaftic the 
fibres, and reftoring more vigorous power of — 
contraction. 
~ Exercife of riding, jumping, dancing, run- 
ning up ftairs; opening .the cheft by the 
~ dumb bell, or by leaden weights made at 
the plumbers, for exercifing the arms, Ague 
be ftrongly enforced. 

The mind fhould be diverted with various 
| objects, and the paffions excited, if poffible. | 

The Bath waters have been known to cure 
the chlorofis, when mot other methods have 
failed. : 

The gentleft method of cure, with little or 
no medicine, fhould be firft adopted ; then 
the milder remedies, and fo gradually to the 
moft powerful; but great care fhould be 
‘taken never to prefcribe a remedy more vio-~ 


Jent than the difeafe. 
a On 


i 


i 
* 
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On: the SuPpPRESSION of ‘be MENSES. 


‘ The appearance of the menfes in females 


"3 


is commonly from the fourteenth year to the 
fifteenth: but this varies in different conftitu- 
tions; for fome have the catamenia fooner, 
and experience its total fuppreflion before the 
age of forty. 

Theaccidental ceffation of this periodical and 
accuftomed difcharge is called a fuppreffion. 
_ The remote caufes of fuppreffion are, fud-. 
den. cold; a fuperabundance of the coagula- 
ble lymph in the blood; grief, or fear; pre- 
vious difeafes ; powerful evacuations, or an 
improper adminiftration of aftringents. | 

The immediate caufes feem to be, a want : 
of due force, ora preternatural refiftance in : 


the uterine veffels, probably from a diminifhed 


force in the heart and arterial fyftem; this may 
arife from extreme plethora, or relaxation ; 
tumours In or near the uterus, or its coalition, 
may caufe the menftrual fuppreflion, &c * 
‘During 
—* Suppreffio menfium. 

_ Anatomical Examination after Death 

Symptomata. Extifpicia. 
Suppreffi menfes, cam ventris in- Hydrops cyfticus. 
tomefcentia & refpiratione lxfa, 


MeL. 4, Gc 


E 


« 
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During pregnancy, fome few exceptions 
to the contrary, the menfes are totally fup- 


preffed. 


Symptomata. 
Suppreffi menfes cum doloribus 
& abdominis intumefcentia. 


=— Ab immani pathemate & 
oculos tumet & dolet. 


Cum tumore in. regione 
iliaca. 


--—Totum intumefcit abdo- 


men menfibus fufflaminatis. 


Accerfunt hemoptyfium & 
tabem. — 


Menjes fuppreffi accerfunt, ca- 


chexiam. 


Ttem,. 


Afcitem cum. dolore im- 
mani circa pubem. 


Ventris dolores, abortum 
concitantes & quibus fe ad- 

_ jungit febris cum tumore 
-ventris & fudoribus uberri- 
mis. 

~——Ventris intumefcentiam. 


In 


Extifpiciae 
Uterus effufo fanguine turget 
& membranaceo proceffu ob- 


turatur. 


Exoftofis in fundo obfita. 
Hydrops tubarum. / 
Hydrops cyfticus. 


Pulmones pure exefi, aqua in 
thorace & pericardio. 


Sanguis concretis incorde. 


Serum in thorace ftagnans, 
pulmones perduri & fanguis 
in cordis thalamis. 


Uterus ingens & fcirrhofus, 


Colluvies fanguinea in ab- 


mine. 


Moles carnea 34 libras ponde- 
rans, 


Menfes 
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~ Inthe fuppreflions of unimpregnated wo- 
men, a fullnefs and difinclination to motion is 


' 


Symptemata. 
Menfes. Diarrhceeam colliguati- 
~vamcum fpirandi difficul- 
. tate,tuffi& fudore immodico. 


nem. 
e——‘Tumorem in regione pu- 
bis cum refpiratione lefa, 
pedum cedemate, febre len- 
ig: 0. : 
<-— Lypothymiam freqm 
tem. 


~Menfium fuappreffio dolorem 


° & ’ ° ~ 
circa inguen comitatur & ~ 


tandem hemorrhageam ac- 
cerfit enormems - 

Suppreffio menfium fuccedanea 
-febri quartane & tumori in 
hypochondrio finiftro. 

—_—Animi perturbationi & ac- 

cerfit afthmia cum tufli & {pu- 
tis purulentis. | 
=—Venx {e@ionibus crebro 
-inftitutis cui denuofuccedunt 
ventris dolor & afcites. 
Suffaminantur imenfes poft ca- 


fum ab alto denuo fluunt & 


oriuntur dolores cum abdo- 
minis prominentiis quam- 
_ plurimis. 


Genitalium inflammatio- 


C3 


fome- 
Extifpicia. 
Pulmonum tubercula, 


Ulcus uteri. 
Tumotes veficulares in abdo- 


mines 


Lapides in pericardio, pul-’ 
mones {cirrhofi & fubnigri- 
cantes. 

Ulcus uteri. 


Tubarum purulentia: 


Pulmones & inteftina inflam. . 
mata, glandule ventriculr 


- tumidae. 


Hydropsovariorum,uterus f{cir- 
rhofus. 


Coliuvies. fanguinea in abdo- 


“imme. 


Poft 
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fometimes perceived ; floridity, flufhings, or 
palenefs ; pains in the loins, groins, and heads 
faintings, naufea, lofs of appetite, and, in time, 
all the functions, whether natural, vital, or 
animal, become depraved. Hzmorrhages 
happen from various parts; {cirrhus, drop 
fies, ulcers of the womb, fometimes fucceed, 
and even apoplexy. 

As uterine obftructions frequently arife 
without any manifeft caufe or injury to the 
conftitution, the abfolute neceffity of their re- 
moval becomes a queftion of importance, 
before any mode of medical treatment is 
adopted. Natural and fecret caufes operate 


for 
Symptomata. Extifpitia. 

Poft fuppruffionem, urine difi- Miufculi erant quafi excarnes, 
cultas. Ifchiadicus dolor f-  vix ullum fanguinis veftigi- 
viens. Hyfterice convulfio- um ufquam fupererat. Ven- 
hes, vomitus frequentes, ci- _ter totus falfo opplebatur fe 
borum averfatio, ro.  Ventriculus exiguus,. 


-contra@tus. Ren dexter plu- 
res habebat calculos ;- fore 
dium ulcus & foetidum erat, 
in collo-uteri. 

A fuppreffione, petoris dolor, Graveolentia ex utero & vicinis 
difficilis refpiratio, partibus maxima exiftebat, 

aS omnes exterius livebant a 

pregreffa inflammatione. 


Virgini - 
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for falutary purpofes, far above the reach of 
human comprehenfion : their effects are evi- 
dently perceived, but their inveftigation 
eludes the fearch of the moft acute philo- 
fophical inquirer. A bufy phyfician, then, 
either by mifconceiving the cafe, or by a mif- 
application of remedies, though authorifed 
by the beft medical writers, might do much 
mifchief by a few prefcriptions. Certain 
conditions fhould be eftablifhed, founded on 
‘experience, reafon, and the nature of each 
individual cafe.* | 


Sup- 
S Syynptomatae Extifpicia. 

Virgin annos 20, nate fane Venter ampliffimus, vis aque 
guis per uterum ref{pondere ingens; pra@cipyum & pecu- 
‘defiit, ante duos annos, do- liare vitium in teftibus, tus 
Jores ad hypochondria orti _ bis, ipfogue utero erat. Om- 

unt, dein venter intumuit nes hz partes concrete erant 
ad magnam molem. cum alis vefpertilionum 

| in maflam tuberofam infor- 
mam. 4: 

Homina, poft fupprefionema Teftes albi, duri, feirrhofi, 
quatuor menfibus, hyfterica equo majores fuo, pondere 
affeGtione dein etiam mania — quai pone _uterum traéti. 


laborabat. 


* In obftructed menfes it might ie reafonably expected, that 
Sydenham, Boerhaave, Aftruc, Pitcairn, and the Jate Dr. Shaw, 
phyfician to King Geor ge the Second, -had been dire¢ted by rea- 


gon and experience : but calomel, a mercurial, is ordered by Syden- 
5 ham 


t 


22 ‘A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


Suppreffions fucceeding accidental hernor- 
rhages, violent evacuations, fevers, or any 
other debilitating difeafes, fhould , in ge= 
neral, be treated only with tonics, or fome- 
times without medicine, by air, exercife, &c. 

Partial or total fuppreffions, from changes 
of air, climates, feafons, or flight colds, un- 
lefs they continue long, and produce ill ef- 
feéts, fhould be left to nature. 

Suppreffions producing inflammatory and 
other fymptoms of inconvenience, require 
medical affiftance to remove the complaints, 
or promote the difcharge: but every attempt 
of this nature fhould be founded on a clear 
knowledge of phyfiology, the peculiarities 
of the conftitution, and effects of remedies ; 

| | it 
ham and Aftruc, in the dofe of 20 gr.; by Boerhaave, 10 gr. ; 
Shaw, from 10 to 15 grains at bed- -time, and of jalap 20 er. , 
compound powder of fena 20 gr., and fix grains of vitriolated 
tartar mixed together, or 20 grains of fome draftic aloetic pill 
the following morning: the fame has been copied by Brooks and 
others. Skilful and experienced phyficians indubitably muft 
know, that homicide, or irremediable injury to conttitutions, 
are likely to be the confequences of fuch dangerous prattices. 
What unfafe guides muft fuch writers, though in many inftances 
jutly celebrated, be to the generality of junior pradtitioners ; and 
the more fo, as they are univerfally read, admired, and recom- 


mended! ‘The dofes are 20 or 40 times more than itis, in gene- 
I, fafe to give, efpecially to delicate women. 
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it fhould be conducted with great circum{pec- 
tion, taking particular care to be certain the 
female is not pregnant; which is beft known 
by the fullnefs of the breafts: for if the 
breafts be flaccid, and the veffels not turgid, 
pregnancy may not be fupppofed to be prefent. 
Sudden fuppreifions during the difcharge, 
from. cold, or any other caufe, are often re- 
moved by repeatedly bathing the fect and legs 
‘in warm water and common falt, half an 
hour or more, night and morning, or at night 
alone. This is excellent for recent colds in 
general. At the fame time, a few grains of 
the pilula Ruf, with or without the pelul. 
— gummos, may be ufeful. | 
The efforts, however, to produce the flow 
of the catamenia, fhould be particularly di- 
rected about the time of the fucceeding pe- 
riod, Then warm bathing to the legs, and 
Yomentations for the abdomen, will be pro- 
per; and from 20 to 4o drops of the fpirit 
nitr. dulc. joined with, from ett. XXxx. ad 
3j. of the tinctura facra, or elix. aloés, and 
taken in penny-royal water twice or thrice in 
the day, a little warm. 
| In 
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In all inflammations, difficulty of breath- 
ing, and head-ach, arifing from plethora, or 
in the pleurify, bleeding and the antiphlogiftic 
regimen will be proper: but when the fluids 
become depraved by a long fuppreffion, the 
methods of treatment recommended in the 
chlor ofis will beft fucceed ; for thefe purpo~ 
fes, mineral alteratives, as the plumber’s 
pul, cinnabar, &c. or my pu/urs mineralis pu- 
rificans, have produced excellent effects*; 
or other mercurials joined with antimonial 


fulphurs, &c. may be preferibed. : 


Of the immoderate FLow of the MENSEs. 

When the menftrual evacuation exceeds in 
quantity, or happens more frequently than 
ufual, and caufes debility, it 1s confidered an 
iummoderate flow of the menfes. 


. The remote caufes may be nourifhing 


fick diet, heating liquors, violent {trainings 
er exercife, particularly dancing; violent 
paffions of the mind. 
2. Coftivenefs, or any efforts that direét or 
caufe a great flow of blood to the uterus. _ 
SQ oor att 


*'The methods recommended in the fcirrhous breafts, as caufe- 
removing remedies in glandular and other obftructions, are moft 
likely to fucceed by a long perfeverance. 


i 
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3. An over-diftenfion of the extreme 
branches of the uterine veffels, from frequent 
abortions, child-bearing, difficult and preter- 
natural labors. | 

4. Living in warm chambers, an ‘rain 
life ; - too much freedom in the ufe of weaken- 
ing liquids, as tea, &c. 

s. The more zmmediate caufes are plethora 
and floridity, a ferous or acrid ftate of ‘the 
blood ; for large uterine haemorrhages, by 
‘difcharging the red particles, deprave and 
gender acrid all the human fluids, re/ex the 
folids, and produce jedricula ; thefe jointly 
often become the caufesof future haemorrhages, 

6. An impetuous force in the arteries, and 
an impeded circulation in the veins; by 
which the lateral appendices in the uterus 
are diftended, and often become flaccid, and 
incapable of refifting the increafed motion 
and quantity of the blood; hence they. are 
ruptured, or corroded by an acrid ftate of the 
blood, and a violent irrefiftible flux is the 
confequence. ‘This being repeated, produces 
a general relaxation of the uterine veflels, and 
the relaxation caufes. a continuance of the 
complaint; for, when by nutritious diet the 
| veilels 
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veffels begin to fill, the blood, finding a 
weak refiftance in thefe parts, opens again, 
and unloads itfelf by frequent and often irre- 
gular uterine hemorrhages. 
_ ~, Extraneous bodies in the uterus, fcir- 
rhus, ulcer, abortions. 

8. In the mind a great fenfbility. 

_ The fymptoms and effects of an immode- 
rate flux of the menfes are in proportion to 
the quantity difcharged, and ftrength of the 
conftitution*. A large flow may be falutary 


to 
* Anatomical Examinations after Death. 


Morbi a catameniis immodicis. 


Symptomata. | Extifpicia cadaverum, 
Wlenfes immodici, cum doloribus) Tumores cyftici in abdomine. 
ventris conatibus hyftericis, 
crurum & abdominis intu- 
mefcentia. 


-— Accedunt tumores inhy- Tumores fteatomatofi circa ova- 
pogaftrio & dein hydrops. tia, aqua in abdomine. 


Menfes itmmoderati flaunt cum ‘Tumor fieatomatofus circa ute- 
tumore in regione pubis. rum. 


Seftis cadaveribus per hunc morbum extinftorum in confpectuna 
veniebant pu/mones perduri, tumidi, infarCti, pure exefi, 

Intefiina contratta, purulenta, putrida. 

Mefenterium infarttam, tumens, induratum, 

Hepar, maximum, fcirrhofum. 

Lien durus, i ingens, faniofus. 


Pancreas wole maximum, Perea, 
c Renes 
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to fome, but highly injurious to others. It 
may, by evacuating all the red particles, pro- 
duce palenefs, faintings, coldnefs of the ex- 
tremities, convulfions, cedematous fwellings 
in the feet, cachexy, dropfy, hectic fever, and 
confumption. 

The manner of cure fhould be accommo- 
dated to the various caufes. In cafes of ple- 
thora and floridity, bleeding is proper, and 
a very abf{temious diet ; in the depraved {tate 
‘of the fluids, a cure will feldom be effe@ed, 
but by reftoring the blood to a proper confiit- 
ence, and ftrengthening the folids ; extrane- 
ous bodies, if poffible, fhould be removed ; 
the fcirrhus and ulcer require a diftinct and 
peculiar treatment. 

The time of adminiftering remedies fhould 
be well confidered ; while the flux be prefent, 
“great caution fhould be ufed. The /udden 
floppage has produced dangerous diforders, as 
- a of blood, the fcirrhus and 


cancer 
Renes caiculo Hf 7, a fede dimoti. 


Uterus fanguine {catens, fcirrhofus, quafi Ea pene: 
tus, exefus, difruptus, 
. In pectore & abdomine, tagnationes ferofe & fordide. 


Ovariorum & tubarum hydrops ; tumores ingentes, {cirrhofi, ftea- 
tomatos, &c. 


~ 
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cancer of the womb*; therefore the attempts, 
in general, at this time fhould be to mode- 
rate the difeharge by reft, tranquillity of mind, 
and a diminifhed diet, but efpecially of the 
Jiquid kind to the plethoric. In weaknefs, 
the habit muft be fupported by light, nutri- 
tious, dry diet, and a glafs of red port. Hot 
liquid food, as caudle, &c. increafes the evil : 
but an almoft total abftinence from food and 
liquids, by cutting off the fupply, will avail 
more than any thing in fafely checking the 
difcharge, in conjunétion with co/d air. 

If thefe methods fail, and it become ne- 
ceflary to check the difcharge, the treatment 
fhould be conducted according to the diver- 
fity of conftitutions and cafes. 


« 


Remedies for the plethoric and florid before _ 
the body is much relaxed. — 


Small and fometimes repeated bleedings in 
the arm. 


“Gentle | 


* From having feen a great variety of cancerous, and other 
womb cafes, I muft obferve that there have been many inftances 
in which thofe diforders may be traced, to be owing to an ill- 
timed attempt to ftop the menftrual difcharge by ftrong ftyptics. 
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Gentle laxatives of oil and manna, fal po- 
3 lychreftum, magnefia, rhubarb, or cremor 
- tartar. | 


_ 


- ‘Terra foliata tartari ad 3{s. 
Sal nitrum ad 5j. diffolved. 
Mitftura falina. 


Tin@ura rofarum cum nitro. 


Which may be adminiftered alone, or oc- 
eafionally with 
Liquor. anodyn. min, Hoffm. cum nitro. 
Elix. paregor. ad 3]. 


Tin@ura Thebaic. ad ett. v. 
Julep. e camphor. ad 3 fs. 


Cloths dipped in brandy and vinegar, equal 
parts, and applied cold to the loins. 


C ucurbtcule applicata n mammis fine Jee 
eatione. 


Acool room, lying coolly on a couch, an 
abftemious diet ; but, above all, srangusllity 
of mind, 


Remedies for the pallid, nervous, a relaxed, 


/ 


Cortex Pecianus ad fs. 
Terra Japonica ad Dij. 
Sanguis dracon, ad 5ij. 

Blix. vitriol. dulc. ad 3}. | 
Ht —veome Paregor, ad 3j. 


Jafuf.. 


ie 


api 
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Infus. fol papav. cum fummitatibus millefolii & floribus 

chamomillz vulgaris. 
Extract. cort. Peruv. ad Dij. 

Ligni Campechen. 3fs. 

Camphora ad gr. v. 

Rad. valerian. fylves. ad 53). 

Tinctura rofar, ad 31). 

—corticis Peruv, ad 33}. 

—terre Japon. ad 3ifs. 

Confeét. damocrat. ad Dj. 

Ag. Selteran. cum vino rubro. 

Liquor. anodynus muneralis Hoffmanni cum vel fine paued 


Opil. 


More powerful remedies of the ftyptic kind, 
which are rarely, neceffary, and which 
fhould be ufed very cautioufly, are, 


Alumen ad gr. xij. diffolved. 
Serum aluminofum ad 3iij. ter de die, 
Lixivium martis ad gtt. xv. in aqua. 
Vitriol. alb. ad gr. fs. Diffolved in decoéto cort. Pe 
coerul. ad § gr. \ ruy. vel tinct, rofar. 
 Colcothar vitriol. ad gr. xx. 

Tin@ura ftyptica ad 3j. 

Elix. vitriol. acid. ad gtt. xx, in aq. menth, vel pura. 

Flores zinci ad gr. v. diffolved in aq. rofar. 


The tinétura faturnina, and the faccharum 
faiurni, are recommended by authors; but 
are very dangerous remedies: for befides 
their poifonous qualities, they may occafion 


palfies 
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palfies of the ffomach, inteftines, or other parts 
and though they may have fucceeded in fome 
inftances, who knows how fatal their confe- 
quences have been in others ? It is the abfurd- 
ly drawing general conclufions from particu- 
lar inftances of fuccefs, that the ufe of fuch 
preparations, and other numerous errors, 
have been adopted. When methods of cure. 
are fafe and innocent, even though arifing 
from fuperftition, or ignorance in the pre- 
feriber, they cannot do mifchief, except loof- 
ing time in the attempts to cure; but all 
poifonous and hazardous remedies, like lead 
internally, fhould be banifhed from practice. 
It may happen, that all medical attempts to 
{top the immoderate flux may, in fome few 
inftances, prove fruitlefs, and death may be 
the confequence: in which cafe, the confci- 
oufnefs of having adopted a fafe practice, 
mutt be not only fatisfactory to the friends, 
but likewife to every practitioner of inte- 


grity. 


| ' | FORMULA, 
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FORMULA. 


For the plethoric and florid, when the flux 
~ \ ascrecent. ~ 


Gentle, cooling laxatives, in thefe cafes, 
fhould be cautioufly prefcribed, as any irri- 
tation on the rectum may fenfibly affect the | 
uterus, and. increafe the flux. For the fame 
reafon, all warm clyfters are abfolutely im- 


proper. 
Laxatives. 


No. 11. Be Crem. tart. 3}. 
, =— Mann. opt. 3{s. folv. 
Aq. com. 3ij. 
M. f. hauftus, pro re nata fumendus. 
No. 12. . Ol. amygdal. dule. 3vj. 
Manne opt. 3fs. ad 3}. folv. in 
Aque pure 3ifs.; deinde adde 
Mucilag. gum. arab. 3ij. M. f. hauftus. 
No, 13. R. Pulv. rhei. gr. xij. ad 3f. 
Magnef. alb. calcinat. 3ifs, 
Aq. menth, vulg. fimp. ifs. 
Tina. fenz 3i1j. M. f. hauftus, 


To check the impetuous circulation, 
Sanguis mittendus ad Zvj. 3viij. vel 3xij., 
tf there be no contra-indication. 
No: 
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No. 14+ Fx. Sal. nitr. gr. x. ad Dj. 
Aq. pure 3ifs. fyr. papav. errat. 3j. M. f. hanftuss 
ter vel quater in die ocaaagl x 


To his draught may be added of. ‘atte e 
camphor. z{s. and inftead of the fyr. papav. 
from 3 to 10 drops of tinétura thebaica, if it 
may be fafely given. 


No, 15s K. Tine. rofars 3ifs. 
Sal nitr. puriff. gr.v. ad xij. “vel ad 3fs. M. f hauft 
tus, quatta quaqué hora fumendus. 
No, 16. Kk. Liquor anodyn. min, Hoffman. gtt. xx. ad Lx. 
Aq, pure ifs, 
Sal nitr. g. vel Dj. fyr. papav. errat. 3j. M. f. hauf- 
tus, ter vel quater de die fumendus. 


a Pinion and cordials fhould be, if 
poflible, omitted: but, in cafe of naufea, to 
the foregoing draughts may be added, 

Tin@tura ftomachica ad 3ij- 


cinnamomi ad 33j. 
Confeét. cardiac. ad gr. xy. 


Aq. cinnam, fimp. 
—— menth. vulg. fimp. 
—— nuc, mofchat. 31): 


Vou, I. D FORMULA. 


34 A TREATISE ON FEMALE 
FORMULAE. 


For the pallid, nervous, and relaxed. 


Laxatives, if abfolutely neceffary, are, 


TinGtura rhei ad fs. 

fenz ad 3vj. in aqua. 
Magnefia alba calc. ad 3ij. 

Lac fulph. 

Rhubarb. ad gr. xij..cum 3]. crem. tart. 


To check the immoderate flux : 


No. 17. Kk. Find. Terrz Japon. 33. 
Elix. vitriol. dulc. 3}. 
: Aq. com. 3ifs. M. f. hauftus. 
No. 18 K. Tinét. rofar. 3ij. 
Vitriol. alb. gr. 3 vel t. M. f. hauftus, bis vel ter in 
die fumendus. 
No. 19. K. Tinét. Thebsic. ott. v. vel x. 
Elix. vitriol. dulc. 3j. M. f. hauftus quarta guaque 


hora fumendus, 


For the nervous, who cannot bear the 
more powerful opiates : 


No. 20. Kk. Camphor. pulv. gr. iij. ad v, 
Pulvy. rad. valerian. fylv. gr. xx. ad Dij. 
Confeét. democrat. gr. x. ad xv. fyr. fimp. q. s. M. f. 
bol. ter in'die fumendus fuperbibendo 33), tin¢ture rofa- 
rum, vel infuf. rad. valerian. 


If 
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If great pain attend, and opiates be thought 
neceffary ; | ; 


No. 21, Kk. Liquor. anodyn. min. Hoff. gtt, xx, ad xi. 
Decott. pectoral. Zifs. , 
Ting. Thebaic. gtt. vs ad x. bis vel ter in die fu- 


mendus, 
If a cough fhould be troublefome ; ui! 


No, 22. K. Elix. paregor. 3]. 
Aq. cum 3ifs. M. f. hauftus ter vel quater in die 


fumendus: 
Or an oleous or fperma ceti draught with 
opium. | 
In this lait éafe, all aftringents are impro- 


per. 


More powerful prefcriptions. 


No, 23. Fx. Extract. cort. Péruv. 3{s. 
Aq. cinnam. fimp. Zij. fyr. papav, ertat. 3{s. M. ca- 
piat coch. parv. tertia quaque hora, in ting. rofar. 


Of the ftyptic kind, and moft powerful, 


but not always fafe, and rarely neceffary : 


No. 24. K. Flor. zinc. gr. vs ad x. 
Aq. rofar, 3ij. M. f. hauftus, ter vel quater de die 


fumendus. 
Ligatures applied to the extremeties are 


advantageous. | 
DQ2 kK. Alumen, 
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No, 25. Fk. Alumen. gr. x. {lve in aq. cinnam. fimp. 33j. 
Tinét, Thebaic. gtt. v. M. f. hauftus ter vel quater 
de die fumendus. 


It happens fometimes, that neither opiates 
nor ftyptic remedies will ftop the hemorrhage, 
until the quantity of blood be greatly leffened 
in the.whole body, and then, the emptinefs 
of the veffels proves the cure. 

Thefe are the general methods of treatment 
during the immoderate difcharge of the cata- _ 
menia: but the utmoft efforts fhould be 
adopted to prevent hemorrhages; this can 
beft be effected between the periods. 

The treatment between the periods of the 
difcharge fhould be directed, 

1. To prevent the fullnefs of the veffels. - 

2. To ftrengthen the folids in general, and 
the uterine veffels in particular. 

3. To reftore the blood from a ferous, or 
acrid, to a juft-confiftence, and a mild balfa- 
mic ftate. | 

4. ‘Yo allay nervous den fibility. 

As hemorrhages feldom happen, unlefs 
there bea fufficient quantity of blood in the bo- 
dy to rupture the veflels, one principal part of 
the cure confifts in not only obtaining, but, 


preferving 


| AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Se, 34 


preferving a diminifhed quantity of blood, 
by a great ab/linence from liquids; for by 
this means, the very fources of fupply are 
cut off. If little be drank, the blood veffels, 
which are, or have been diftended beyond 
their proper dimenfions, will gradually con- 
tract themfelves to their original fize, acquire 
ftrength daily, and not having fo large a co- 
lumn of blood to circulate, they will refift 
the morbid difpofition to evacuate fo violently 
the catamenia. If the ufual fupply of li- 
quids, of whatever quality, be indulged in, 
the profpects of cure will be very doubtful, 
and.in fome cafes impoflible. Tea, coffee, 
and fuch liquids, therefore, fhould be avoid- 
ed, or ufed very {paringly. 

For breakfa/?.—Hartfhorn fhavings, oie 
glafs, boiled in water to a jelly, a little of 
which may be mixed with milk; but the 
quantity fhould never exceed a {mall tea-cup- 
ful or two, with a dry toaft. 

Simolina, rice, fago, and falep, or a thin 
chocolate, with fome ground rice. 

If tea cannot be difpenfed with, it may be 
mixed with the yolk of a new-laid ege and 
milk: but in all cafes, the ftate of the ftomach, 

and 
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and inclinations of each individual, fhould be 
confulted and accommodated in the manner 
leaft likely to difagree. 

Dinner.—All foups and liquid food what- 
ever fhould be avoided, as likewife the falt 
and fpicy. Fifth may be eaten with. fimple 
gravy, or beef tea, inftead of butter. 

Lean parts of meat, roaft or boiled, and 
potatoes or poultry, vegetables, or legumi- 
nous food, will not be proper; as thefe laft 
_caufe flatulency, and excite a ftimulus. 

Large draughts of {mall beer, water, or any 
other effervefcing liquors, are improper; but, 
inftead, a little wine and water, and even por- 
_ ter, may be ufed; though the quantity fhould 
be proportioned to the other food, conftitu- 
tion, and exercifes of the patient. 

Fruits fhould be likewife ufed very mode- 
rately. 

Tea-time.—No tea, or not above one {mall 
difh, fhould be drank in the afternoon. 

Supper.—Little or no fupper, except dry 
bread or toaft, and a {mall portion of wine 
and water, or porter, 

Bleeding a few days before the difcharos 
is expected, is fometimes ufeful. 

Coftivenefs 
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_ Coftivenefs fhould be particularly attended 
to, prevented, or removed: but this without 
purging, or exciting much ftimulus in the 
rectum. Lac fulphur and calcined magnefia, 
cremor tartari, lenitive electuary, fal poly-- 
chreftum, manna, oil, ftewed prunes, rhu. 
barb in powder or extract ; or, in fome cafes, 
the pilula ex colocynth. fimplicior. ad er. iij. 
vel vj. according to the diverfity of the con- 
ftitutions, may be recommended. 

- Gentle exercife and clear air will prove 
greatly advantageous. ease 
 'Thefe methods, without, or with little 
medicine, will frequently fucceed in remov- 
ing the very caufes of the uterine hzemor- 
rhage ; by leffening the blood’s motion and 
quantity, changing its quality, and ftrength- | 
ening the folids in general. 

To reftore the uterine veffels in particular, 
general or partial cold bathing in the fea, or | 
cold bath, or in what the French call 47déc, 
may be ufeful, when ufed with great circum- 
{pection: but, above all, placidity of mind, 
and refifting thofe natural impulfes, as much 
as poffible, that direct a flux of fluids to the 
— uterus. | 


When 
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When repeated hemorrhages have made 
great ravages in the conftitution ; when the 
craflamentum of the blood is, ina great mea- 
fure, depraved or deftroyed ; the face extreme- 
ly pallid; a ferum or lymph circulates through 
the whole fyftem, and all the functions, na- 
tural, animal, and vital, are injured; the at- 
tempts to cure maft be varied according to 
circumftances. In general, however, the bark, | 
vitriolic acid, bitters, and reftoratives, in con- 
junction with the prefcribed diet, may often 
fucceed. If the blood be in an acrid ftate, 
then the pu/vis mineralis purificans, cinnaba- 
rine preparations, and demulcents, properly | 
applied, may avail: but if any of the princi- | 
pal vifcera be,very much affected, all medi- 
cal affiftance whatever may prove fruitlefs, 
and an incurable dropfy may be the confe- 
quence. | . 

eho allay nervous fenfibility, the mind mutt 
be particularly attended to, and all objects or 
ideas that engage the attention, or excite 
emotions of the foul, fhould be fuppreffed or 
removed. Jn thefe circumftances, patients 
fhould endeavour to feccnd the efforts of the 
phyfician, by determined calmnefs and pla- 

cidity 


% 
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cidity of the mind; for without this, medicine 
will fcarcely fucceed. The remedies moft — 
proper will be thofe of the nervous kind, 
which allay irritation, without heating the ha- 
bit or quickening the circulation, as valerian 


root, camphor, &c, 


Prattical Admonitions and Obfervations. 


In regulating the neceflary abftinence from 
drinks, no particular ftandard with regard to 
quantity can be eftablifhed: but this fhould 
be determined by the effects liquids have in 
the conftitution ; the excretions of urine, per- 
fpiration, and the peculiarities of each habit 
_ confidered individually. 

An immoderate flow of the mentes is fre-_ 
quently accompanied with naufea and vo- 
mitings, from extreme nervous fenfibility, 
and the fympathetic confent of parts. In 
fuch inftances both medicine and food in- 
creafe the ficknefs and vomitings ; therefore 
neither fhould be adminiftered. So great is 
the fenfibility at fuch times, that the leaft 
fmell of any thing, not even difagreeable, 
will excite vomiting; and every effort to dif- 
| , charge 
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charge upwards what may be on the fto- 
mach, occafions a rapid flow of the uterine 
ae. 

The learned Dr. Cullen, of Edinburgh, 
propofes this query: whether gentle eme- 
tics would not be advantageous in an Immo- 
derate uterine hemorrhage? If long experi- 
ence and {trict obfervation in practice may 

determine this queftion, in oppofition to a 
vifionary theory, the anfwer is, Na; and fuch 
a rough practice might, in a few minutes, 
deftroy the patient, In moft of the cafes 
where the uterine floodings have proved fa- 
tal, vomiting is one of the moft deftructive 
fymptoms; its action always increafes the 
difcharge to a dreadful degree. As, there- 
fore, it arifes commonly from fympathy with 
the uterus, and from no difeafe in the {to- 
mach, increafing its force by a vemit, muft 
more or lefs be attended with dangerous con- 
fequences *, 


The 


—* Pra@itioners fhould always recollect, that what may prove 
very efficacious in one country, may do irreparable mifchief in 
another. In Scotland, notwithftanding the coldnefs of the cli- 
mate, I have feen people walking half naked, without fhoes or 
ftockings; the food is chiefly oatmeal and fmall beer; the habi- 

~ tations 
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The immediate connection of the uterus — 
and rectum forbids the ufe of warm or laxa- 
tive clyfters, or irritating purgatives, as they 
would increafe the menftrual evacuation, 

No opiates fhould be ufed, until it be firft 
known whether the patient can bear them ;_ 
for {mall dofes, even five drops of liquid lau- 
danum, in very nervous and irritable habits, 
have produced dangerous convulfions. : 

The more powerful aftringents, or {typtics, 
fhould never be ufed but in cafes of the moft 
urgent neceflity, and, even then, in {mall 
5 OBES 
-, When the patient is recovering, the dict 
fhould be. nutritious, but fmall in quaatity, 
and gradually increafed,.. “Fhe utual. food 
fhould not be permitted, until there be no 


probability of a return of the diforder. 


Of the Fruor Asus, or WHITES. 


A periodical or continual difcharge of 

a white, pale, greenifh, or yellow humor, 
from 

tations unclean. © This hard way of living may produce a conifti- 
tution that may bear rough and wvislent methods of cure: but 
practitioners in medicine fhould be extremely cautious how they 
introduce German, Dutch, or Scotch methods of practice in 


London, where people are reared, and live in quite a different 
manner, 
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from the uterine veflels, is called the Fluor 
Albus*. 

It is commonly accompanied with a waft~ 
ing of the body; palenefs, debility, headach» 
pain in the back and loins, lofs of appetite, 
and nebulous or turbid urine. | 

The remote caufes are, a tender and deli- 
cate conftitution of body; too great humidi- 
ty, either from liquids or moift air; coftive- 
nefs; falt or vifcid diets; too much fleep or 
indulgence in bed; a fedentary life; fup- 
preflion, or an entire ceffation of the catame- 
nia ; frequent abortions ; laborious and diffi- 
cult labors; violent exercife; affections of 
the mind. : | 

The immediate caufes are a morbid affec- 
tion of thofe veffels in the uterus that pour 
out the catamenia +. 


The 


* Synonima & definitiones a variis fcriptoribus. 

Sauvages.—Leucorrhea ferofo-flavye, vel puriformis materiz 
ex utero delapfus. 

Linneus*—Muci e finu muliebri efluxus. 

Vogelius—Fluor albus. Nimia muci aut ichoris ex vulva pro- 
fufio. ‘ | 

Fr. Hofinmannus.—Cachexia uterina, five fluor albus. 

F. Juncker —¥ luor albus. 


+ Authors have not perfectly agreed on this matter. 
Hoffinan fays,—Nil itaque eft dubii, quin per eadem vafa, vi- 
as & poros fluxus materia mucidz contingat, e quibus ipfe men- 
| ftruus 
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The color, confiftence, and quality of the 
fluor albus greatly differ in different conftitu- 
7 tions. 


ftruus fanguis fertur, atque hujus adverte evidens argumentum 
eft, quod menfibus fuppreffis, fluor albus in quibufdam, loco ho- 
rum fuperveniens obfervetur. ‘ 

Heifer, {peaking de menftruorum fontibus, p. 81, fays;— 
Quibus obfervationibus variifque rationibus nixus, naturam in 
hoc negotio variare, & modo per uterum, modo per vaginam, 
modo forte per utraque loca exire, cum Friendio *, Morgano, 
& Vatero + exiftimo. | 

De Graaf.—Cum de fluore albo menftruorum nobis hic fermo 
fit, alia difficultas oboritur, num {cilicet fluor ille, fi continuus 
exiftat, a gonorrhcea fit diftinguendus? Ita namque inter fe con- 
veniunt, ut nifi mentem adhibeat medicus, pre fimilitudine fa- 
cile in errorem abeat, quanquam a diverfis partibus procedant, & 
per diftinfta loca excernantur : fiquidem fluor iifdem, guibus 
imenftrua fluunt, duétibus ejicitur, &e. : 


Gonorrheeam vero ex glandulofo corpore provenire, 
& per lacunos circum & in meatus urinarii exitu collocatas erum- 
pere, cadaveris alicujus mulieris hoc vitio infedti difleCtio palam 
fecit; nam utero ejufque vagina innoxiis, corpus glandulofum 
five proftatas urethra circumpofitas folum male affectas vidimus. 

Morgagni de fedibus & caufis morborum, lib. 1i1, epift. xlvii. 

Ob. 11.—Muliebris fluoris fontes in utero plerumque funt. 
Rarum eft enim quod in Hiftoria Regia Academiz Parifienfis le- 
gitur; ex amplo alterius ovarii abfceflu, quocum tuba commu-~ 
nicabat, in hance purulentum ferum, ex eaque in uterum, ex hoc 
denique in vaginam defluxiffe. Ipfe autem uterus feri fons eft 
multicoloris, aut fimplicis, aut purulenti, &c. 

Ob. 12.—Cum mucum, fecundum naturam fe habentem, uteri 
ofculo, & proxime cervicis parte abfterfiffem; comprimendo in- 


* In emmenologia. + De utero gravido. 
I feriorem 
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tions. In the florid, it is commonly white 
and vifcid: but in thofe of a thin, pale, of 
{corbutic 


feriorem uteri fundum, cetvicem, & ofculi uterini cotonam, pro- 
dire ex his locis omnibus, & ordinate quidem, vidi albam crafli- 
ufculam materiam, que unde albus fluor proveniflet, non ob- 
{cure fignificavit. 3 

Ob. 14.—Cum incidiffem fundi cavum, inveni humida ma- 
teria plenum ex albo in flavum & fubviridem colorem vergente, 
Qua detorfa, fundi interior facies apparuit, in minuta albida tu- 
bercula paffim excrefcens, &c. | 

In fpeaking of the early appearance of the diforder ; 

Ob. 15.—Noli autem mirari quod in puella xtatis 14 anno- 
rum effe potuerit muliebris fuor. Pluribus enim circa puberta- 
tis initia incepit, norinullis etiam vel multo citius, raro quidem, 
non fecus ac raro, fed revera multo citius menftruorum fluxus 
eft obfervatus. Lege obfervationem nobilis puelle novem circi- 
fer annorum a muliebri fluore perfonate, imo alterius quz illa 
minor annis duobus, eodem morbo tenebatur, & quafi ferum lac- 
tis nondum clarificatum emittebat copiofe, non fine ardore aliquo 
& pruritu. 

In my courfe of female practice, I have known fimilar inftan- 
ees happen at an earlier period. 

Many caies follow of excrefcences being found in the 
uterus. The difcharge comes from the mouths of arteries. 

Ob. 23. Virginis annos nate triginta tres, &c.—Interea dum 
hac experirer, & iis qui aderant, demontftrarem, excrefcentias 
binas animadverti, alteram in fundi latere dextro cervice proximi, 
alteram paululo infra in eodem cervicis latere. Parva erat utra- 
que & ex veficulis compatta fimilibus. Verum fecando, qua in- 
feriorem factebant naturalem mucum dedere, & que fuperiorem, 


limpiaam aquam, 
| - Lieutauds 
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{corbutic habit, varioufly difcoloured, ferous, 
and fometimes acrimonious. ‘Thefe varieties 
feem to depend on the ftate of the blood, and 
indicate the neceflity of applying @& sta 


modes of cure. 


The greateft number, however, will be 
cured by the following, or fimilar pre 
{crip- 


Lieutaud, pri med. 7. 538.—Cadaveram {crutatio hujufce intri- 
eatiffimi morbi indolem parum elucidat, quidquid enim inter dif- 
feGtionem oculis fubjicitur, nihil aliud eft quam effectus morbofus 
a genuina caufa multum difcrepans, id genus funt uteri, ovario- 
rum, tubarum, ceeterarumque partium genitalium lzfiones ; ho- 
rum organorum infar¢tus, vel infolita craffities, exulcerationes, 


 putrefcentia, grangrena, &c.. 


Nec major lux affulget ex introfpectis vifceribus, qua diverfi- 
mode labefaCtata fe prebent. 


From a variety of opportunities in examining whether the fluor 
albus is only a difcharge from the uterine veflels or vagina, the 
- following is the refult of the obfervations. 


1. That in plethoric and full habits, this difcharge does fome- 
times flow from the veffels or glandular parts of the vagina; and 
when this is the cafe, it is white, vifcid, and benign. 


2. That in cachetic habits it principally flows from the ute-_ 
rus, and is various in color and confiftence ; but commonly ofa 
thinnifh and derous nature; and if acrimonious, a deeper tinge 
is feen round the margin of the fpot. 
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{criptions ; but particularly the debili- 
tated. | 


No. 26. K. Calomel ppt. gr. vj. 


Pil. Rufi Dij. M.f. pilule No. xij. fumat unam 
omni notte, vel alterna quaque noéte. 
No. 27. Kk. Limat. mart. prep. 3vj. vel colcoth. vitriol. 
pulv. 3 fs, 
Pulv. cort. Peruv. 3}. 
Spec. Aromat. 33}. 
Syr. fimp. q. s. f. eleét. cujus capiat_ q. N. M. 


bis vel ter in die. 

This diforder is not common to the abet 
thoric and florid; but when it happens, an 
antiphlogiftic regimen, cooling evacuations, 
occafionally, and exercife, will beft fuc- 
ceed, 

—_ Poly. rad. jalap. ad gr. xij. 
Nitrum ad gr. xv. 
Sal polychreftum ad 3}. 
Cremor tartari ad 3). 
Ele¢tuarium leaitivum ad 33}. 
Magnefia alba ad ifs. 
Lac fulphuris ad 3}. 
Spirit. nitri dulc. ad gtt. xxx. 
No. 28. . Pulv. rad. jalap. gr. viij. ad gr. xij. 
fal. nitr. gr. x. 
Aq. com. 3ifs. fyr. fimp. q. s. M. f. hauftus. 
No. 29. R. Elect. lenitiv. Au 
Lac fulph. 3 


Pulv. jalap. ue fyr. fimp. q.s. M. f. clea. cujus 
capiat q. N. M. bis vel ter in feptimana., 


No. 306 
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No. 30. Kx Sal. polychreft. 3ij. folv. in aq. com. 3vijfs. 
Spt. nitr. dulc. 3ij. fyr. croci.q. s,s M. £ miftura, 
~ eujus capiat coch. iij. ter.de-die. 
No. 31- F. Sal. polychretft. 
——nitr. aa. gr. x. M. f. pulvis, bis de die fumen- 
dus ex cyatho aque pura. 


When the fluor albus is of various colors, — 
not acrid, and the patient pale, languid, and 
debilitated, aloetic laxatives, or rhubarb given 
at proper intervals, ftomachics, chalybeates, 
and preparations of bark, turpentine, and vi- 
trio], will be proper with cold bathing. 

As the effects of the difeafe, by an exami- 
nation after death are perceived to have been 
congeftions in the abdominal vifcera, arifing 
from obftruction, nothing can be more ra- 
tional than to preferibe mercurials, antimoni- 
als, or chalybeates, in {mall dofes, as the 
moft certain deobftruents and averters of 
thofe effects. 


Aloetica pungantia cum calomel ad gr. &, alterna quaque. 
nocte. . 

Terebenthina e Chio | 
e Cypro ip ad Dilse 
—Veneta © 


Tonica & aftringentia omnia. See Immoderate Flow of 
Menfes. 


Wout. RE Tinétura 
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Tinétura tabi fimp. ad 3ifs. 
wn vol. ad 3]. 
Balfamum Copaiba ad gtt. x1. 


Canadenie ad gett, xxxx. 


-Peruvianum ad git. xxxvj. 
Traumaticum ad gtt. xxxx. 

Spt. terebenth. zther. ad gtt. xij. ex cyatho aquz Bhi, 
vel vini bata diluti, bis vel ter de die. 


Fe OR Gh. ets 


No, 32. Fk. Terebenth. e Chio 33}. 
Extract. rhubarb. 3fs. 
Colcoth. vitriol. 5j. fyr. balfam. q. s. M. f. pilu- 
lz mediocres; capiat ij. vel ilj. mane & noéte, 


No. 33- K. Gum. oliban. 3fs. 
3 Sacchar. alb. 3]. tere fimul; dein add. 
Tind. cort. Peruv. 3}. 
Aq, cinnam. ten. 3ifs. M, f. hauftus bis vel ter de 
die fumendus. 


No. 34. K. Extract. gentian. | 
| cort, Peruv. aa. 3j. M.f. pilulz No. xxx. 
capiat ij. terde die fuperbibendo coch, iij. mifturz 
fequentis. 


No. 35. RK. Infus. amar. 3vijfs. 
Tinct. valerian 3vj. 
giS3 Elix, vitriol, dulc. 3ij. M. f. miftura, 
No. 36. K. Pulv. cort. Peruv. 3ifs. , 

Balf. Copiav. 3fs. fyr. balfam. q. s. M. f. elec. cu- 
jus capiat qs N. M. bis de die fuperbibendo aus 
fequent. 

No. 37- Kk. Vin. chalybeat. 3j.. 
Infus, amar, Zifs. M. f. hauftus. 
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Ores 
No. 38. K- Decoét. cort. Peruv. 3ifs. ° 
| Elix, vitriol. acid. gtt. xv. 
Tint. ftomach. 3iij. horis duabus ante prandium 


fumend, quotidie. 


Or, 
No. 39. K. Liquor. anodyn. min. Hoff. Zifs. 
: Tine. facre 3{s. M. capiat. gtt. lx. bis vel ter de 


die ex cyatho infuf flor. chamcemel, 

Fumes of eases! mattich, bed gum 
benzoin, and thus are ufeful, applied to the 
uterus, or rather vagina. . = 
‘If the difcharge be acrimonious, fo as to 
irritate, or excoriate the vagina, the cure 
will be beft eftected ; evacuations being 
_ premifed. 

_. 1. By changing the whole mafs of depraved 
humors to a milder ftate, chiefly by altera- 
tives from the mineral kingdom; and after- 

*wards, if necefflary, | 

2. By ftomachics, cortex Peruvianus, bit- 
ters, and chalybeates, the cold bath, &c. 

R EM ED I Ae 


~ Palvis mineral. purif. fort. ad 9j. ter de die. 
Mercurius faccharat. (Edinb. ph.) ad gr. ij. 
Aithiops mineralis ad 9}. 
Cinnabar factitium ad 5j. bis de die. 
Merc. dulc. fexies fub. gr. 1 ad gr. fs. omni nofe. 
Pil, mercuriales ad g. ij. bis in die. | 


E 2 F © R- 
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FORMUL & 
No. 40. Tx. Pulv. miner. purif. fort. gr. xxv. vel 3fs. 
Aq. puree ifs. : 
Mucilag. gum. Arab. 3ifs. M. f. hauft, bis vei ter 
de dic fumend. 
Or. 
No. 41. Re. Cinnab. fact. Se 
“Puly, rhab. aa 3j. fyr. balfam. q. s. M. f. pilule 
- No. xxx. capiat ij. bis de die. 
Or, 
No. 42. K. Merc. facchar. Pharm. Edinb. Dj. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. ss M. f. pilule No. x. capiat 
: unami alternis no¢tibus. 
No, 43. Ke Cinnab. fact. 3}. 
Camphor. pulv. 3fs. fyr. balfam. q. M. fs pilula. 
No. xxx. capiat ij. bis vel ter de die. 
No. 44. Ke Merc. dulc. fex. fub. ppt. gr. v. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. M. f. pilule No. xv. capiat 
unam bis vel ter in feptimana. 
No. 45+ Ke Pulv. mineral. purif. mit. 
——¢€ tragacanth. c. aa. 3iij) M. dividendus in xx. 


dofes, capiat unam ter de die ex cyatho aque pure. 


During the adminiftration of thefe alte- 
ratives, all acids and falt diet fhoukd be 
avoided. 

After evacuants, injeCtions of aqua ve- 
geto mineralis, or weak folutions® of vitriol 
alb. may be ufed ; but never until the caufes 
are removed. — 


Thefe 
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Thefe are the. means by which the cure of 
the fluor albus, arifing from different caufes, 
may be attained. | . 

In the firft; the cure feems to be effected 
by diminifhing the fuperabundance of the 
fluids. 

In the fecond, by. reftoring the tone of ' 
the ftomach and inteftines; by which a 
more nutritious chyle is feparated and re- 
ceived ; on which all good health depends. 

~The third, by. directing powerful reme- 
dies in {mall dofes to the minute fyfiem, fo 
as never to difturb or ftimulate the conftitu- 
tion; by opening all the glandular fecretions 
and execretions, and by diminifhing the load 
of morbific fluids, the moft falutary effects 
are experienced. 

There is, however, a fourth means of 
cure, without which all the others may 
fail ; tranquillity of mind, clear pure air, 
moderate exercife, and a judicious diet. 

Admonitions and Practical Obfervations. 

The fuddenly checking the difcharge by 

aftringents, internally or externally applied, 


efpecially before proper evacuations, and 
5 other 
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other caufe-removing remedies*, may prove 
very injurious to the conftitution. What 
fhould be evacuated may be abforbed by the 


lymphatic fyftem, and produce flow nervous 
fevers, hectic and confumptive complaints ; 
calamitous, cachetic, and chronic difeafes ; 
{cirrhus and cancerous ulcers of the. uterus. 
It is, therefore, much fafer to wait patiently 
for a cure being effected by the gradual and 
almoft imperceptible changes produced in the 
whole conftitution ; this may frequently de- 
pend on well-planned diet and alterative me- 
_dicine. 

Before any means of cure are adopted, the 
quantity and quality of the difcharge fhould 
be afcertained by viewing the linen. Toa 
fkilful and experienced phyfician, this will 
not only indicate what remedies will be moft 
eligible, but accurate prognottics may be 
formed of the eafe or difficulties to be en- 
countered in the cure, and likewife the ftate 
of the patient’s habit. In proportion, as the 


evacua= 


* This word I fhould imagine may be aptly applied to medi- 
cal writings. Cures are either palliative or radical: what removes 
caufes may, therefore, be called caufe-removing remedies, in 
contradiftinion toopalliatives. 


t 
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evacuation 1s copious, ferous, and acrimonious, 
fo will its removal require a longer or fhorter 


{pace of time. © 
Large dofes of powerful mercurials, dra{f- 
tic purges, and even cantharides,* and prepa- 
‘ rations 


e+ The deftruétive effets of cantharides, preparations of lead, 
and other poifons, may be collected from the following obferva-_ 
_ tions of the truly-great Hoffman, | | 

F. Hoff lib. ii De hyofcyamo, memorabilis eft locus in Scribon. 
Largo, c. 181. dum ait: hyofcyamum qui biberunt caput grave 
venifque diftentum habent, mente abalienantur cum verborum al- 
tercatione, unde etiam nomen herba trahit altercum: poftea fo- 
3 piuntur & omnifenfu carent, livefcentibus membris eorum. — ‘ 

- Similar effe€s are produced by a decoction of the roots of hem.* 
lock. Mathiolus incomment. Diofcorid. lib. vi. cap. 11. Many 
examples may be feen in Wepfer. 

Que veneni vim ac naturam zmulantur a eran in €0- 

rum numero funt emetica & purgantia draftica five vehementiora; 
funt etiam ftupefactiva quedam ex mercurio male preparata. 


~ Ex emeticis multum vehementiz & virulentz qualitatis habent 
ftibiata, prafértim in fubftantia data, yt antimonii vitrum, mer- \ 
-eurius vite, crocus metallorum, fulphur auratum, &c. | 

De venenis foporificis papaver, opium, ad ftupefaCtiva vero, 
que valentioris funt virtutis, omnia ex mandragora, hyofcyamo, 
folano, ftramonio, datura, pertinent. 


_ De ceteris medicamentis virulentam naturam referentibus. 


Cantharides, nux vomica,; & medicamenta ex metallis, auro, 
venere & faturno parata, quorum non adeo tutus ufus eft. , 
Ex 


& \ 
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rations of lead, are recommended internally 
by fome authors. Such medicines fhould be 
avoided in moft cafes, particularly to delicate 
females, as they may prove deftructive. 

The diforder is flow in its advances, fel- 
dom urgent or ferious in its confequences, 


Ex omnibus, quz inimica nature funt, nullum eft, quod tam - 
valide & tam graviter inteftina earumque tonum deftruat, quam 
faturnina quedam.——Repetita fi fuerit etiam minor dofis, lenta 
morte homines tollunt..-—-Qued Gaili la poudre de fucceffion 
vocant, faturnie effe profapia conftat. 


From lead in wines, 


Plura de hifce legi poffunt in Mifcellan. Nat. Curios. dec. iii. 
anno iv. ob, 36. 92. & 100. item dec. i. anno iii. 131. & 
in Hoffman. in diflertatione de metallurgia morbifica. 


Scribonius Largus, 184. p. 1o1. Diofcorides Anazarbeus,. 
lib. 6. cap. 27. Cefalpinus, lib. iit, cap. 24. 


Porellus cent. iv. ob. 32—-Obfervationé digna memoriz reliquit 
habuiamicum, qui /acchari faturni nimiam haulit quantitatem, ut 
tamquam paralyticus & fere mortuus factus fit; rigebant membra 
ejus, tamquam congelatus & apople¢ticus erat. 

I myfelf was witnefs of a perfon being deftroyed by only tak- 
ing ten drops of Goulard’s extract diluted in water, to the 
ftrength of the vegeto-mineral water. : 

The inftance of Mr. Hankey was a very extraordinary efcape: 
this gentleman drank a glafs full of the extra of lead; 1 was 
immediately fent for, and by avery fuccfsful management faved 
his life. See this extraordinary cafe, and its mode of treatment, 
in my-other work on poifons, &c. 


ana 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Ge. gy 


and therefore does not require very de/perare 
remedies. 

Previous to prefcribing the mineral altera~. 
tives, a {mall bleeding may be neceffary, ef- 
pecially if the patient be young, and the dif- 
-eafe accompanied with a turgency of the 
veffels: the quantity, however, extracted, 

fhould not exceed above four or fix ounces 3 
and this will be i improper, if ie legs fhould 
be cedematous. 

When the diforder has been of long conti- 

nuance, either from neglect, or injudicious 
treatment, a great relaxation of the whole fyf- 
tem is the confequence ; in which inftances, 
the Bath waters, and others of the chalybeate 
clafs, have been ufed with extraordinary 
fuccefs. 

After the diforder 1S . cued: there often 
remains a great relaxation of the feminary 
veffels and glandular fyftem, productive of 
an ejection of gelatinous lymph upon any 
flight emotions of the mind, or. bodily ef- 
forts: thefe fymptoms are beft removed by 
the cold bath, bark, and vitriqlic prepa~ 
rations, and a lotion of the wvegeto-mineral 
water ufed as an injection. 


In 
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«In ‘every cafe, the original caufes of the 
difeafe fhould be accurately inveftigated, and 
fkilfully removed. | 

— Particular attention - is required, left the 
“leet of the womb or bladder, or the gonor- 
rheea, be. miftaken for this diforder. 

. The firft i is accom panied with pains fimilar 
to labor ; a very foetid difcharge ; and a, 
{cirrhus of the os uteri; ulcers, or fiffures. 

The fecond may be known by difficulty of 
urine, acute pains at the neck of the bladder, 
immediately under the pubis, and by purulent 
pus in the urine. 

The third is difcoverable by epee ING, 
inflammation of the clitoris, and acrimony 
of the difcharge iffuing from the female 
urethra, or lacunar glands, &c. 

The fluor albus is generally without pain, 
though, if very acrid, it may produce {mart- 
ing, and excoriation of the parts. 3 


On the Treatment of thofe FemAtE Com- 
PLAINTS, ¢hat arife from the age of Thirty- 
fe, to the End of Life. 


Sis Kan tka oS great confequence to females 
- attend carefully to all the complaints 
pF: i that 


§ 
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‘that .arife at; or after the cellation of the 
menfes. 3 

‘At this time, if they be not judicioufly 
treated, in many’ inftances, diforders, and 
fome of avery ferious nature, may be en-. 
tailed on them for the remainder of their 
lives. , | 

' Chronic pains: oe the head, di ifficulty of 
breathing, fullnefs, flatulency, {wellings, can, 
cers of the breaft or womb, dreadful to fuf- 
fer, and fatal in their confequences ; ; fcirrhus 
of the ovaria, not fo dangerous as troubie- 
-fome ; dropfies, fwelled legs ; ulcers of the 
legs, {welled veins or varices; fluthings, heats 
in the hands and feet, fevers of the hedtic 
or nervous clafs, coftivenefs, purgings; flood. 
ings, bleeding at the nofe, from the lungs, 
hemorrhoidal veins ; coughs, afthma, rheu- 
matifm, and even gout, &c. | : 

The management of females at hit period 
may be gathered from many obfervations dif: 
perfed in different, parts of this work, to 
which the reader is referred. — It is only in- 


tended; ‘in this part, to fpeak in general on 
the fubject, 


On 
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On the Treatment of the Corpulent and 
Florid. ‘ 


In many inftances, bleeding is ufeful once 
every two or three months. 

Purging with tin¢ctura facra, cremor tare 
tari, and infufion of fenna, once a week, or 
with cooler purgatives, if neceflary : but it 
muft be obferved, that a medium is to be 
-practifed; for over-evacuations would change 
the ftate of the blood fo as to produce a 
dropfy. | 

A more abftemious diet than ufual will 
anfwer every purpofe; but a very low diet 
would be prejudicial, Air and exercife are 
ufeful. | | 

Vegetables, as they are apt to create wind, 
and inflate the ftomach, fhould be ufed f{pa- 


ringly, or avoided. » 


On the Treatment of the Corpulent, and thofe 


who are inclining to be Palhid, 


At the ceffation of the menfes in fuch con- 
ftitutions, a dropfy, or cedematous {welling 
‘an the legs, that pit, are to be expected. 

Difficulty 


~ 
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‘Difficulty of breathing, coughs, weaknefs of 
the moving powers, and univerfal relaxation, 
-are-among the attendant evils. | 

Bleeding in fuch cafes would prove, if. re- 
peated, fatal. 'The body requires evacuating 
by aloetics and calomel occafionally ; and be- 
tween thefe evacuations, a dry diet fhould be 
inftituted, and chalybeates, or other tonics, 
exhibited. Animal- food, with. little or no 
vegetable, 1s proper. } 

Iffues in the legs, if at all ufeful, are in 
thefe cafes to be recommended. 


On the Treatment of the Slender and’ Florida. 


Thefe often require bleeding occafionally, 
cooling faline laxatives, calcined magnefia, to 
remove acidity and flatulency, and fometimes 
warm bathing to open the pores, if the fkin 
‘be dry; or foot baths compofed of nitre and. 
“warm water. 


On the Treatment of the Slender in Bodys 
| and Patlid. 
-Thefe: commonly labour under difeafed 
~vifcera, Galomebin very fmalldofes, * with 


~ foap 


io Ae quarter Of: a grain to-thtee grains of Pilula Rufi, every 
ather night, to which may be added, from five to ten grains of 
fapo amygdal, 
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foap and Pi/ula Ruff, are proper chalybeates ; 
bitters and mineral alteratives are all, if ju- 
. dicioufly prefcribed, ufeful: but chalybeates 
are improper in coughs or difficulty of breath- 
ing. ) | 
On the Treatment of the very Nervous and 
Irritable. — 


Whether thefe be inclinable to corpulency, 

or are flender in their perfons; it fhould 
-be firft confidered, if anxiety of mind 
has increafed natural fufceptibility, or whe- 
ther irritability be ‘natural, Seo of 
accidental caufes. 
_ Thofe who, through life, have on fubject 
to exquifite fenfibility ; or thofe who make 
the whole world’s misfortunes their own, 
_ are with greater | difficulty managed, than, 
thofe, where fome accidental and temporary 
accident has been productive of nervous un- 
happy fenfations. fa are 

Both are to be treated ath foothing nae 
: manity 5 ‘their friends fhould participate in 
their diftreffes, imaginary, as they are calléd, 
- or real: but in the future part of this work 
mages much 1S sss Tat on. bag fubjects; that 
their 
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their confideration, i in this ge will ne lefs 
neceffary. 

. The general treatment is to allay irrita- 
tion by appeafing nervous remedies, and to . 
ftrengthen the relaxed habit we ae alr, 
and exercife. : | 


On the ae of es ie ‘and rhoft 
| inclinable to Torpidity. 


. Thefe feel little, therefore complain lit- 
tle. Infenfibility, from a bad ftate of the 
blood, renders fuch lefs ee difeafed, 
than the foregoing. : 
This ftate of body and mind can fome- 
times be changed, and the moft referved and. 
fullen rendered more cpen and fufceptible, by 
| -cathartics, alteratives,. and ftimulants; in _ 
fhort, by changing the {tate of the blood. 
All the other diforders confequent to the 
period now treated on, are to be found in the — 
different parts of this treatife, and their 
treatment both as to diet and*medicines. 
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TREATISE 


MANAGEMENT OF FEMALE BREASTS, 
DURING CHILD-BED; 


AND SEVERAL 
NEW OBSERVATIONS ON CANCEROUS DISEAESES, 


WITH PRESCRIPTIONS. 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 
RAMARKS ON PRETENDERS TO THE CURE OF 


THE CANCER. 
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PREFACE. 


“LHE firt edition of this little performance 
was publifhed about feventeen or eighteen 
years ago, when I was in the full prac- 
-tice of furgery and midwifery; which 
branches an impaired health obliged me to 
relinquifh: but the opportunities of ob- 
-ferving the difeafes here treated at that 
period, and ‘much fubfequent experience, 
convinces me of the neceility of phyficians 
well comprehending the feparate branches 
of medicine, if they wifh to be ufeful in 
the variety of cafes in which they may 

be confulted. : | 
In this edition are omitted fome reflec- 
tions on the practice of midwifery, which 
F 2 may 
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may be more properly communicated in 
another work: but the cancerous com- 
plaints are confidered more anatomically 
and phyfiologically ; the probability or im- 
probability of cure in various ftages, with 


the reafons drawn, from a long and reiterated 
experience, are more exactly afcertained. 


If the doctrines here communicated can 
in any manner alleviate the miferies of the 
afflicted, or induce other practitioners to 
improve the treatment of thefe difficult 
and dreadful complaints, and wreft from 
the hands of impofture the credulous 
victims to empiricifm, it will be a great 
pleafure to the Author. 

The refult of various diffeCtions, and ana- 
tomical injections, made by the author, to 
more accurately afcertain the caufes and fta- 
ges of cancerous complaints, is introduced 


in this edition. 


TREATISE 


ON THE 


DISEASES OF FEMALE BREASTS, 


CFE.) €Fe3 


On By Treatment of she milky Breaft, during 
Childbed. 


Tue treatment of the breafts during child- | 
bed, may be reduced to a few principles. 

1. The acceffion of milk being fooner in 
fome women than others, if the mother fuc- 
kle her infant, it is neceffary to apply the. 
child’s mouth to the nipple on the firft day 
after delivery, and not wait, as many inexpe- 
rienced, or prejudiced practitioners, have re- 
commended, until the third day; for fuch 
conduct has produced inflammations, impof- 

| | thumes, 
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thumes, or gatherings of matter, hardneffes, 
and confequent fcirrhus and cancer. A 
2. If the mother fhould not fuckle the 
child, the breafts fhould be firtt emptied, and 
the determination of a frefh flow of blood to 
the breafts prevented. The firft is effected by 
cooling and gentle evacuations, as /ac fulphu- 
visand magnefia, infufum fenne and tartarum 
folubile, magnefta and rhubarb, manna, &c., 
with great abftinence from all liquids, efpe- 
cially Heh as cee, or any thing ftimu-~ 


jant. 
3. A gentle perfpiration may be likewife 


eScited by volatile, faline, neutralifed reme- 
dies ; fpiritus Minderert, miftura camphorata, 
&e. Spiritus nitri dulcis is a proper diuretic 
for the fame purpofe.. The diet likewife 
fhould be antiphlogiftic, unlefs contra-indi- 
cated by fome particular circumftance ; and _ 
the breafts may be rubbed with oleum campho- 
ratum, or folutions of camphor made with 
blanched almonds, and /pzritus Munderert, 
&c., three or four times a day. 

Thefe methods, if early and judicioufly ap- 
plied, will avert all ill confequences to the 


breaft during childbed. 
4 | The 
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The fluids being diminithed, heat and irri. 
tability being prevented, and the blood in- 
tended for the fecretion of milk being diverted 
into other channels, all pain, inflammation, 
and indurations, are prevented. 


On the Treatment of inflamed Breafts during 
| lying=1n. 


at 33 the foregoing methods be neglected, or 
a freedom of diet be indulged, the breafts of- 
ten inflame, fwell, and occafion exquifite 
pain. | “ : 
_ The firft mode of curing the inflammation 
is, by refolution, or diffipating the inflamma- 
tion before any matter forms: this is beft ef- 
fected by bleeding, according to the exigency 
of the cafe, and ftrength of the patient. 
The internal and external remedies fhould 
be fimilar; but in forme cafes more powerful, 
than thofe recommended in the treatment of 
the breafts, when the mother does not fuckle 
the infant ; to which may be joined emollient 
and difcuffing fomentations, &c. 


On 
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On the Management of the Breafts, if Matter 
| colleét and form Abfceffes. 


If the foregoing methods fhould be applied 
too late, or they fhould prove ineffectual, and | 
matter collect, much will depend on its being ° 
deeply or fuperficially feated: in the former 
the abfcefs will be longer in arriving to fuppu- ~ 
ration ; in the latter, a fhorter period accom- 
plifhes this defirable end. The pains, there- 
fore, which are very acute, will be of longer 
or fhorter duration ; cold fhiverings will be 
frequently felt; the {welling and pain in- 
creafes, and rednefs will often indicate on 
what part the abfcefs will form. | 
_ "To encourage this end, all refolvents are 
avoided ; and fuppurating poultices fhould be 
applied, of bread and milk and hog’s lard, or 
of farina feminum lint, with any oleaginous or © 
unctuous fubftances, to foften and relax the 
f{kin, to admit diftenfion with lefs pain, and 
pa fuppuration. 

s the abfcefs points peat and the 
inde becomes thin, it is neceflary fome- 
times to make a puncture, which never occa- | 

fions 
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fions the pain of bleeding ; or it may be open- 
ed, in timid patients, by the application of 
the concentrated nitrous acid, or fuffered to 
break, unlefs the patient fhould be. much. ex- 
haufted by reiterated pain, inflammation, and 
fymptomatic fever. : 

The treatment of the wound requires fome 
{kill ; for if it be fuffered to heal too foon, it 
will leave hardnefs: to prevent this, I have 
ufed occafionally a {mall fponge tent dipped 
in any mild unguent; by this means the 
wound may be kept open until all the hard- 
nefs be refolved; then the wound may be 
fuffered fafely to heal. | 

If the hardnefs be deft, it may be nates 
produce the {cirrhus or cancerous tumor, or 
ulcer; but this circumftance has been little 
regarded until the unfortunate victim, owing 
to former neglect, labors under the cancer, 
and then it is fometimes too late for either 
medicine or furgery to prove beneficial. 

The refolution of the hardnefs will likewife 
be affifted by the refolvents already mention- 
tioned, and mineral light alteratives given in 
the new-inverted manner, fo as never to ex-- 
cite irritation in the habit; a clear explana- 

tion 
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tion of which will be found in the fablequent 
pages. 


On Indurations, cancerous Tumors, ©c. 


The fubjects ‘now to be treated, it would 
have been thought, were exhaufted, if credit 
could be given to the numerous writers that 
have pretended to cure the cancer, or who 
have declared the diforder always incurable. 

Quacks and impoftors never hefitate to 
boldly affert their certainty of curing thefe 
diforders; and they gain credit, howe- 
ver ignorant, by the boldnefs with which 
their promifes and falfehoods are generally 
expreffed. 

Surgeons in general are vehement againft 
the fallacious promifes of impoftors and em- 
pirics, and they have a notion that no cure 
can be effected in any cancerous complaint : 
they know, perhaps, of no method of cure, 
and conclude that what is beyond their com- 
prehenfion or knowledge, muft neceflarily be 
beyond the bounds of human fcience. This 
conclufion is certainly irrational in many dif- 
eafes, although in the cancer it is too fre- 

quently 
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quently verified. Difcoveries are continually 
making; and were all mankind to reft idle 
and fatisfied with the knowledge of their an- 
ceftors, no improvements could be of any 
utility. It is the duty of medical practitio- 
ners to hear patiently every propofal for im- 
proving the art; to reafon and judge candidly, 
and make repeated trials of whatever may be 
concluded fafe. ‘Thefe are the only means of 
afcertaining the comparative merits of diffe- 
rent modes of treatment, and the only means 
by which the mind is purged of juvenile or 
radicated prejudices, or by which the art of 
phyfic can attain a greater degree of excel- 
lence. 

It may be obferved that furgeons are com- 
monly too ready to ufe the knife, not only in 
cancerous complaints, but likewife in tumors 
of the breaft, not cancerous; and every ex- 
perienced practitioner muft, or fhould know, 
that the cutting out the {cirrhus feldom,: very 
feldom, proves fuccefsful. Were a number 
of fuch cafes as have fallen under my own ob- 
fervation made public, they would ftrike the 
mind with horror, and banifh from the art of __ 

| | furgery, 
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furgery, except in very particular urgent cas 
fes, that cruel and unfuccefsful operation. 

In the prefent work attempts will be made 
to render aclearer and diftincter knowledge 
of cancerous tumors than has hitherto ap- 
peared : the art will endeavour to wreft from 
impofture or cruelty the unfortunate victims 
labouring under thefe dreadful difeafes. What 
is here advanced is the refult of obfervation, 
anatomical inquiry, and repeated reflection. 
I hope other regular practitioners will exa- 
mine the diforder ferioufly, and affift in im- 
proving the treatment of thefe truly deplora- 
ble difeafes. 

In all new attempts to remove complaints, 
ever confidered difficult or impoffible to cure, 
a great latitude for ill-fuccefs fhould be allow- 
ed. There are many glandular tumors abfo- 
lutely zzcurable from their firft appearance ; 
there are others extremely doubtful of cure; 
-and all are dificu/t and tedious. If mankind 
expect more than the art of medicine can ac- 
complifh, which is very natural from the feel- 
ings of humanity, and an unacquaintance of 
the difficulties under which the art labours, it 
is the duty of a candid furgeon to apprize the 

cose friends 
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friends candidly of the diftant or immediate 
danger ; to attempt much, but promife little ; 
and fociety fhould reft fatisfied with an ho- 
neft exertion of our abilities, directed by the 
regular principles of the art, whether fuccefs- 
ful or unfuccefsful. 

The general internal mode of treating an. 
obftinate fcirrhus, or the induration of the 
breafts after lying-in, is contained in the fol- 
lowing formule :* 


Sanzuis mitiendus plus minufve. 
ftps Infuf. fen. Zifs. . 
"Part. fol. 3ij. f. hauftus mane fequenti fumendus. 
No. 2. K. Pulv. pro pilul. Plummer. 5j. vel 3fs. conf. Damo- 
crat. q. s. | | 
f, Pilule No. xx. quarum capiat unam ter de die fu- 
perbibendo coch. 1j. mifture fequentis T, 
No. 3. R. Antimon. tartarifat. gr. fs. vel gr. j. folve in julep. e 
| camph. viij. | 
Deinde adde fal. nitr. vel panel 3]. vel 33). fiat mi 
tura. 


An abftemious diet is neceflary. | 
Emollient 


* The prefcriptions in this treatife will retain their original 
numbers. 


+ The trituration with the /wph. antim. precip. fhould be con- 
tinued at leait twenty-four hours; by which the powder becomes 
firi¢tly a mineral alterative, andin {mail dofes never ditturbs ei- 
ther ftomach or inteltines, efpecially if the calornel be ten times 
fublimed or wathed, 
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‘Emollient and refolvent fomentations may 
be likewife ufeful. 

Dr. James’s powder, in fmall dofes, has 
been beneficial in removing recent indurations 
of the breafts, when joined with neutralifed 
falts. 

Of the Indurations of the Breafts, acl 

happen from various Caufes. 

It would be difficult to Hate eee many re- 
mote caufes of thefe tumors; fome are ima- 
gined to arife from a blow, others from a pe- 
culiarity in the conftitution; but whatever 
may be the origin, the cure in general is the 
fame. I have feen inftances of {mall indura- 
rations in the breafts, very hard and loofe, in 
young people, refift every internal medicine 
adminiftered, What is the confequence of 
fuch cafes I have had many opportunities to 
fully inform myfelf, and am quite convinced 
that all operations are cruel or unneceflary, 
‘and frequently unfortunate. In other inftan- | 
ces the cure is eafily performed by the reme- 
dies recommended in the cure of the hardnefs. 
Surgeons in general have been often too rath 
in cutting for the fcirrhus of the breafts. ‘This 


complaint ought to be left quiet, if internal 
‘remedies 
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remedies fhould not fucceed, unlefs attended 
with exquifite pain. From obfervation I 
have reafon to conclude, that confiderable 
mifchief has been done both by the knife and 
—eauftic, agreeably to the writings of the moft 
eminent furgeons and phyficians, ancient and 
modern. Experience proves, that cancerous 
complaints of the breatts, womb, mouth, 
nofe, and other parts, have been fometimes 
cured by the following modes*. It is candid 
to acknowledge, however, that /az/ures have 
frequently attended my astemprs; in all which 
cafes the patients have been relieved in cer- 
tain degrees ; and it is fome comfort to alle- 
viate human mifery, or procraftinate evils, 
when radical cures cannot be reafonably ex- 
pected. It is more reafonable to reft fatisfied 
with known evils, than to rifk life in an at- 
tempt to cure by a cruel, and too often a fuc- 
cefslefs operation, which generally fhortens 
life. . 
— . Inthe following part are contained ‘all the 
methods ufed for thefe purpofes, with formu- 
le 
* Some cafes have been cured by cinnabarine fumisation, 


and what we call our Pilyle fortifima, at the St. Mary-le-bone 
Infirmary. 
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le of prefcriptions, which in many cafes of 
recent cancers have fucceeded. 


BA iriineGe ie Breafts, commonly called 


the Scirrhus or occult Cancer, €8c. 


Thefe indurations are various in their fize, 
fituation, and effects, and are known by 
hardnefs and inequality of fwelling: fome- 
times, but not always, the external veins are 
varicous; therefore the common definition 
given by authors is not accurate in the occult 
nor even ulcerous cancer. | 

Thefe tumors may be divided into the in- 
dolent and malignant. | 

The fcirrhofities make their appearance 
between the age of shirty-/ix and fifty, about 
the zme, or after the ceffation of the menfes, 
and are commonly attended with ferious con- 
fequences; for the tumor without pain dege- 
nerates into the painful or malignant, and the 
painful or malignant into the open ulcerated 
cancer. Various anatomical and pathologi- 
cal experiments, made formerly, prove three . 
internal {pecies of the fcirrhus; the external 
are various. 


aotdhe 
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The, firft and mildeft fpecies are varz- 
ees, or dilatations of the minute fanguife- 
rous Veins. 

The fecond are varices of the minute 
veins, joined with a diftenfion of the {mall 
4ympbatic abforbing vefflels of the breaft. 

This fpecies is harder than the firft, and, 
being connected with the lymphatic fyftem, - 
fometimes tumors appear near the axilla, 
which, by prefling on the returning veins, 
produce cedematous fwellings of the arm. 

The third is not only a diftenfion of all the 
veffels, but likewifea dilatation of the cells of 
the ze/a cellulofa, a coagulation of coagulable 
lymph in the lymphatics, and hardnefs of 
the fat in its cells. The tubul laciiferi are 
pervious, and become obliterated. | 

This third fpecies being complicated of all 
the former, manifefts a_/fony hardnefs, often 
accompanied with iharp excruciating pain: 
this has been called a true occu/t cancer. 

When this third fpecies degenerates into an 
ulcer, often very painful, feetid, and fungous, 
jt may be denominated the perfec cancer, or 
cancerous corroding ulcer, which fometimes 

Vou. I... G -deftroys 
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deftroys the adjacent parts, and too commonly 
proves fatal. | 

Tn congeftions or indurations, the more aé-= 
rial and volatile particles of the blood fly off, 
through increafed action, heat, and the weak- 
nefs of the vafcular coats, and the more denfe 
parts of coagulable lymph are left behind, 
either in minute veffels or cellulous cavities of 
_ the rela cellulofa: henee congeftion often fuc- 
ceeds congeftion ; accumulation, accumula- 
tion; which becoming in time rancid or 
acrid, ulcerations fucceed. Fat becomes foon- 
er rancid than any other part, 


PRO GN O S)T°I C, 


The firft fpecies, when recent, is gene- 
rally curable by bleeding, antiphlogiftics, 
metallic alteratives, extreme abftinence from 
fluids, and a proper diet. 

The fecond fpecies is more difficult of cure, 
‘and requires a Jong perfeverance in the ufe of 
‘penetrating, aperient metallic remedies; to give 
an additional force to the difeafed veffels ; to 
refolve the vifcid impacted matter, or change 
its quality, and prepare it for abforption, and 

thus 
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thus gradually reduce the tumour by the ex- 
- pulfion or mutation of the caufes. 

. The third fpecies is generally zncurable; 
and, after unfuccefsfully attempting relief by 
fimilar modes to the preceding, there only 
remains the pa//atrve method of manag- 
‘ing the cancer, which may preferve the 
patient’s life many years. Thefe various 
plans of treatment fhall follow in order. 


Treatment of the. firft Species. 


. In plethoric patients, bleeding is re- 
Baie neceffary to evacuate the contents of 
the diftended veffels. 

2, Evacuating the veffels will not be aides 
ful unlefs they continue in a ftate of empti- 
nefs; for which purpofe laxatives adapted 
to the conftitution are proper; thofe of the 
faline kind in inflammatory habits; but, 
in the relaxed and debilitated, aloetics fhould 
be prefcribed in fmall dofes, rhubarb, or 
manna, &c, 

Mittatur fanguis e brachio ad 3viij. vel 3xij. 

Na. se Be Infuf. fen. 33}. 


Tart. folub. 3ij. fyr. fimp. q. s, m. f, hauftus, bis, » 
yel ter in feptimana fumendus. 


C7 Or 
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Or any other accuftomed laxative may be pre 
{cribed. 

The external pores are to be opened by 
antimonials ; to evacuate, likewife, the fluids, 
and diflodge the impacted matter, the fol- 


Jowing is proper: 


No. 5, Ke Antimon. tartarifat, gr. ij. folve in aq. pur. 3ij. 
deinde adde : 
Sal, nitr, 5ij, m. capiat ett. xx, vel, xxxx. ter vel 


quater de die ex coch. ij. julep, e camphor, vel 
deco¢ti nitrofi. 


Externally ,the camphorated oil may be ap~ 
plied, or the vegeto-mineral water warm, fo~ 
mentations difcuffing and emollient, with cata. 
plafms of farin. feminum lint, &c. 


To thofe who cannot bear much perfpiration, 


No. 6. K. Cal. ppt. x. vel merc. dulce. 6ies fub, lot. 
Sulph. aurat, antimon. Difs. m. accurate, deinde 
- adde conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilule No. xxx, 
capiat:unam ter de die, fuperbibendo coch. ilj. 
mifture fequentis : 
No.4. Ke Julep. e camph. aq. pur. aa Ziv, 
Sal, nitr. 3j. m, 


The common drink during the whole 
cure, fhould be one drachm of fal prunella, 


3 oY 
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or nitre, diffolved in a quart of barley water 
or elderflower water. 

‘The diet fhould be innocent, and rather 
abftemious ; all acids fhould be avoided du- 
ring the adminiftration of the prefcibed re- 
medies, and thefe fhould be continued many 
months, varying the prefcription, or dofes of 
the medicines, as circumftances occur, or no 
relief, much lefs any cure, need be xs 
pected. 

Some of thefe cafes, when mild, have been 
cured by the following electuary, drinking 
after each dofe a cupful of a liquid compofed 
of half an ounce of powdered nitre in a quart 
of water; to which has been added, and dif= 
folved, two or three grains of antimon. tarta- 
rifat. : 

No.8. 2. Athiops min. 3}. 
Conf. cynefbat. 3ij. 
Pulvy. camphor. 3ij. 


Syr. balfam. q. s. f, electuarium, cujus capiatQ. Ne 
M. ter de die. 


tf the patient fhould be of a coftive habit, 
lenitive electuary may be ufed inftead of the 
conferve of hips ; or, in pale habits, any bitter 


purging 
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purging pill may be given, joined with the 
calx antimon. illot. 

Cinnabarine preparations, /Ethiop’s anti- 
monialis, neutral falts, fal fode, &c., ae- 
cording to circumftances, fhould be pre- 
{cribed. | 

During theadminiftration of theferemedies, 
cold fhould be avoided, and the breafts fhould 
be covered witha hare’s {kin dreffed, or flan- 
nel: the fame rules likewife are. proper in 
all the fubfequent methods of cure. 

Mercurials ufed externally, as eintments, 
or inwardly taken, uncombined with antimonial 
or fulphureous preparations, have done in- 
expreffible mifchief in this and the other 
flages of the {cirrhus and cancerous difeafes. 
Mercury alone aggravates all the fymptoms of 
the cancer. 

Similar modes to thofe recommended fuc- 
ceed in the indurated breafts, which happen 
during lying in, and they may be fafely pre- 
{cribed, even if the mother fuckle her in- 
fant: this abundance of experience has 
amply proved. _ 

The Second Species of induration, where ai 
veins and lymphatic veffels are hoth affected, a 

like 
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like mode of cure is required; but a ftricter 
regimen fhould be prefcribed, and the reme- 
dies fhould be given in larger dofes, but 
never fo as to raife any painful irritation 
either in the ftomach or the general habit. 
It is the peculiar merit of the prefent plan, 
that {mall dofes of thefe important remedies 
“never difagree with the moft delicate confti- — 
tution, if we// prepared; but on this depends 
their fucce/s: 

In the fecond ftage of the diforder like- 
wife, cinnabar, or Athiop’s mineral, have 
been prefcribed with purified nitre, rubbed 
together very fine, and found ufeful. 

_ Thefe powders are to be taken three or four 
times in the day to 3fs. in two table {poonfuls 
of camphorated julep, and before each dofe a 
Plummer’s pill, beginning with half a grain, 
and gradually increafing the dec e to two 
grains, according to the conftitution of the 
patient, and the peculiar circumftances of the 
cate. ; ‘bist 

In the third ftage, where the verns, 4ympha- 
ties, and cells.of the adipofe fubjiance and tubult 
laéhiferi, are probably filled with a coagulated 


matter, and become all together one ome 
maf{s, 
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mafs, little fuccefs may be expected, yet it re- 
| quires a fimilar mode of treatment ; for though 
no cure may be performed, the increafe of the 
diforder, which might be rapid, is frequently 
for years retarded. 

A more powerful plan may likewife be ats 
tempted, which, though feldom, has fome- 
times proved fuccefsful. 

Inftead of the pills, in addition to all the 
former methods, the following preparation 
imay be adminiftered, if there appear no ma- 
terial objection in the patient’s conftitution, 
or in the tone of the ftomach, to forbid its 
ufe ; though the fmall dofes of the hydrargy- 
rus muriatus, joined with avntimon. tartarifat., 
rarely difagrees with any patient, being from 
the thirty-fecond to the eighth part of a 
grain. 

No. g. kk. Antimon. tartarifat. gr. ij. 
_ Hydrarg. muriat. gr. j. folve in 
Julep. e camphor. 3xvj. deinde adde 


Sal, nitr. 3j. capiat 3{s. vel coch. j. vel ij. ter de 
die, ex coch, iiij. decoéti'fequentis. 


Nowto. Be Rad. farfaparil. incif. 5ij, coque in aq. pur. tif, 
' ad libram unam & cola, 


The 
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The folution fhould be meafured in a 
wooden {poon, which fhould contain exactly 
half an ounce, or in a glafs meafure. 

The diet and nitrous drink, as before pres 
{eribed, will likewife be ufeful. 

It may be obferved, that all the preceding 
modes of treatment are intended to attempt 
the removal of the caufes of cancers; by ex- 
citing an action in the coats of the veffels, to 
refolve, change, or expel the impacted matter: 
therefore opiates, hemlock, or fuch narcotics, 
will be highly improper, as they would de- 
feat the falutary attempts by diminithing the 
moving powers, and they appear highly con. 
tradictory to any intention of cure. 

The fucceeding flage is the manifeft cancer, 
which does not always obferve the progrefs 
already defcribed ; the variations are indeferi- 
bable: for fometimes little dark-coloured in- 
durated lumps appear in the furface of the 
breaft, not larger than peafe ; in others a 
large {welling of the color of a mulberry ; in 
others the nipple draws in, and is furrownd- 
ed with a ftony hardnefs ; in others the whole 
adipofe membrane, from the breaft to the 
back, becomes hard, impeding refpiration, 
3 Al 
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All thefe {pecies are too often incurable ftom 
their origin. Surgeons ufe the knife; but 
thefe diforders generally relapfe after a cruel 
operation: to many melancholy inftances of 
which, too fhocking to relate, I have been fre- 
quently witnefs; and I find this has been the 
obfervation of all refpectable practitioners, 
ancient or modern. 

Whether, if patients were to purfue the 
modes already recommended, early in con- 
junction with the operation, time and a candid 
trial alone can determine: for my own part, 
from not being able to perceive practitioners 
juftified in, attempting a dubious operation, 
where the diforder is often rendered more 
violent, I muft confefs, from con{cientious 
motives, and my own private feelings, I have 
{carce ever affented to the operation under 
the laft-mentioned circumftances, or indeed 
in any of the foregoing ftages. | 

Various projects, many of which are taht 
fuperftitious and ridiculous, and others barba- _ 
rous, at different periods have been fuggefted, 
and practifed to cure the eccult cancer: a dy- 
ing man’s hand, the application of a toad, a 


plece of undrefled veal, /ptt/e, plaifters, a corn, 
) or 
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or callous fubftance from the lee of a horfe, 
wrine of a child fed on goat’s milk, juice of 
ehvers, poultice of potatoes, vervain hung 
about the neck; innumerable abfurdities of 
charms, amulets, and ftrange exorci/ms ; patia- 
ges from holy Scripture wrapped up piouily 
in paper, and worn near the part affected ;— 
electricity ; various cauftics, or arfenic ap- 
plied as a plaifter, which laft is P/unket’s 
fecret to act as a cauttic, by corroding and de- 
ftroying the parts indurated, under the fpe- 
cious and more flattering denomination of a 
plaifter to draw out the core, as it is called. 
[ have feen this laft method prove horridly 
painful and deftructive. Blifters have been 
applied; corroding lotions, warm liniments, 
and thoufands of zrrational or cruel remedies. 
Infignificant medicaments can do no effential 
fervice in the difeafe ; but all {harp irritating 
applications exa/perate the fymptoms, and 
always haften death. Some prefcriptions 
originate in extreme folly and credulity ; in 
rafhnefs, ignorance, or barbarity ; others in 
the pureft benevolent intentions, undirected 
by medical fcience. The fufferers are gene- 
rally impatient, and often expect more than 


the 
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the medical art admits, and, like a drownitig 
man, catch at every ftraw afluming the form 
of relief. Every {pecies of knavery has been 
impofed on cancerous patients *. 

It would be difficult to determine whether 
_officious humanity and friendthip of relations, 
or the moft artful defign and impofture of 
quacks, have done moft injury to the afflicted 
labouring under cancerous complaints. The 
former often prevent afliftance by a prefump- 
tuous dependance on irrational chimeras; the 
latter deftroy, by an infamous and unfeeling 
determination to purfue every fpecies of prac- 
ticable deception, through ignorance, defign, 
or temerity. 


On the conjirmed, internal occult Cancer. 


This is that ftage of the difeafe in which 
the veffels and cells of the tela cellulofa are 
diftended, 


* Black hellebore, ‘ladies’ bed ftraw, privet, herb robert, 
burnet faxifrage, falt of foot outwardly rifes a vapor, fat of a 
crocodile, gall of fheep, bees in powder, millepedes, canthari- 
des boiled in oil, lapis infernalis, prepared lead, diaphoretic oil 

of mercury, {weet red fublimate, anodyne oil of arfenic as 2 
wath, Faber’s quinteflence of antimony, Faber’s effence of ar- 
fenic, flower of ointments, hemlock, night-fhade, &¢c. : 
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diftended, the fluids are partly coagulated, the, 
glandular fubftance is affected, and the free 
circulation of the arterial fyftem, through the 
tumor, impeded, or altogether obftructed ; 
to which are joined acute pains, a diftiné tu- 
mor, or many tumors in different parts of the 
breaft, irregular in their figure and dimen- 
fions, and often very painful on being touched ; 
the external veins are often, but not always, 
varicous. Thefe fymptoms, happening to 
women about the time of the total ceffation 
of the menfes, may be juftly termed of a can- 
cerous tendency ; for the tumors which acci- 
dentally happen in an earlier period of life, 
or from lying-in, are wer of a cancerous na- 
ture, though by bad management they may 
become fo frequently. This diftinction, how- 
ever, not having been properly adverted to, 
has given an opportunity to ignorance and 
impofture to pretend they have cured cance- 
rous cafes where o cancer exifted. It is with 
concern I mention the rafhnefs of fome furge- 
ons, who have operated on tumors that were 
abfolutely not cancerous: fuch practices hu- 
manity, and the honor of the medical profef- 

fion, | 
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fion, fhould difcountenance as much as pof- 


fible- 
On the Operation for cancerous Tuniors. 


In the treatment of the afore-mentioned 
flage af the difeafe, it becomes a queftion, 
whether the removal of the fcirrhus by the 
knife be an eligible practice? or whether the 
palliative mite of cure be preferable Pes 

There is no difficulty in deciding on thefe 
queftions ; w hen we are more guided by the 
laws of reafon, humanity, and facts, than 
prejudices, or the erroneous authority of the 
art of furgery. After fome years experience 
and confideration on thefe important fubjects, 
the following is the refult: 
~ No tumor of this nature fhould be re- 
moved, unlefs exgui/ite pain urge its neceflity, 
or hemorrhage. 

If the operation in any cafe be advifeable, 
which I much doubt, it fhould be when 
there is only ove tumor, or two, and thefe not 
only contiguous to each other, but detached 
from the pectoral mufcle, moveable, and 
where no other part of the breaft is difeafed, 

nor 
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nor fwellings under the armpit ; to determine 
which, with precifion, requires no {mall ex- 
perience and difcernment. 

If the breaft be difeafed in different parts, 
although there may be one tumor harder than 
the ref{t, the removal of this will be abfolute- 
ly improper; for it will only occafion a ne- 
ceflity for repeated operations, and, after va- 
riety of torment, generally deftroys the pa- 
tient ; of which many furgeons in Londonare 
well informed. 

If the tumor or tumors slices to the pec- 
—toral mufcle, or if the lymphatic glands in 
the axilla be affected, or the arm {welled 
cedematous, the operation will not pofitively 
fucceed, but increafe the patient’s torments, 
and prove more rapidly fatal. 

In external hard tubercule, of the color of 
the blackberry, mulberry, or {trawberry, whe-- 
_ ther large and fingle, or {mall and numerous, 
the operation is doubtful, The application 
of the /unar and other cau/ffics have produced 
inexpreffible mifery, but no cure in thefe zu- 
Lercule. J have, however, cured fome of 
thefe cafes by the ufe of the sieccnenients Ni-+ 
trous acid, 

“From 
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From having many opportunities to deter. 
mine whether the operation fhould, in any 
inftance, be performed in the true aad con- 
firmed cancer, it appears, too often, excepe 
tionable by the laws of moral rectitude and 
humanity, though defenfible by the received 
opinions of many excellent furgeons. _ If, 
however, any future proofs to the contrary of 
this doctrine fhould convince me that this is 
a prejudicial opinion, I would chearfully re- 
tract the doctrine. ov 

The firft confideration in this operation 
fhould be, whether it will anfwer the end 
propofed, that is, the abfolute cure of the dif- 
eafe, or a permanent alleviation, | 

The amputation of the {cirrhus breaft is, at 
beft, doubtful; therefore fhould be underta- 
ken with the greateft caution and circumfpec- 
tion: it is frequently fruitlefs. | 

It often produces a rapid augmentation of 
the difeafe, and haftens death, with additior 
nal mifery. 

If in fome very favourable cafes it fhould 
remove the difeafe for one, two, three, or 
four years, which by no means whatever can 


be previoufly afcertained, yet in moft inftances 
it 
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it produces a painful incurable ulcer, and al- 
ways ends fatally. i 
Many are the inftances in which the dif. 
eafed breaft has been cut out, and the wound 
has healed ; but after fome time the ulcer has 
re-appeared with increafed violence, exqui- 
fite torture, and commonly terminated unfor- 
tunately, This I {peak from long experience. 


On the Confequences of the Scirrbus of the 
Breafis, when unafified by medical or chi 


rurgical Treatment. 


The indurated tuniors of the breafts re- 
main, in fome cafes, without any augmen- 
tation of the difeafe, or malignant fymptoms, 
for feveral years. 

In fome inftances the diforder becomes ra= 
pidly malignant, the tumor or tumors in- 
creafe, and are attended with acute excruci- 
ating pains. 

In both cafes they commonly become ul- 
cerous; firft an excoriation appears, iffuing 
a thin acrimonious ferum, the ulcer enlarges, 
the tumors throw off ffratum after frratum of 
the difeafed parts, {melling horridly feetid ; 

H fometimes 
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fometimes very large maffes can be eafily fe- 
parated; at others, the parts are extremely 
putrid, without feparation. 

Funguffes, tubercles, and large excrefcen- 
ees, arife fucceflively ; for as one becomes 
putrid, feparates, and is removed, others 
make their appearance. 

In other inftances the difeafed parts gra- 
dually putrify and feparate, forming a large 
f{preading ulcer, corroding all the adjacent 
parts; the ribs themfelves are often expofed 
by the deftruction of the periofteum. | 

A heétic fever accompanies the other horrid 
fymptoms, which feems to arife from a par- . 
tial abforption of the cancerous acrimony ; 
other glandular parts are likewife often af- 
fected, and particularly the Aymphatic fy/- 
tem. Thofe furgeons, therefore, are in a 
moft palpable error, who fuppofe that the 
cancer is a mere local difeafe, requiring only 
local applications or operations. The juices 
of the cancerous patients are contaminated 
by the cancerous acrimony : henee the necef- 
fity of changing the ftate of the blood; hence 
the reafon for applying remedies to remove 
glandular and lymphatic difeafes ; hence the 

| reafon 
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‘teafon why removing the difeafed part, dy 
cutting, does not, in stg cure the cance- 
rous diforder *. 
At laft, after inexpreffible mifery, of lon- 
‘ger or fhorter continuance, with conftant re- 
fpiration in the putrid exhalations iffuing from 
the fores, the patient becomes more and more 
debilitated ; fometimes the acute pains dimi- 
nifh, at others not, till nature, exhaufted by 
tortures and the cruel ravages of this feroci- 
ous difeafe, death clofes the miferable fcene. 


On the Confequences of the Scirrhus of the 
Breafts, when under the Dire€tion of Surgical 
and medical Affiftance. 


Enough has been faid of the confequences 
attending arfenical cauftics, or operating with 
the knife. If the ulcer fhould not incarn and 
cicatrize after the operation, the diforder pro- 
ceeds in a manner fimilar to the antecedent 
defcription, but varying almoft with every 

individual patient. 
In 


* Whoever wifhesto fee the moft conclufive reafonings on 
this fubject, may confult my Treatife on the Gate of ulcerated 
Legs, &c. 4th Edition. | 


2 
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In fome inftances the ulcers. produced by 
the knife or cauftic remain incurable, and 
torment for two or three years ; in others, the 
ulcers fpread fuddenly, and put a final period 
to life in the dreadful manner already de- 
{cribed. : 

Human forefight fails in the prognoftic of 
thefe difeafes when a cure is attempted by an 
operation; cures in the rea/ occult cancer, I 
believe, are rarely or never performed by 
cutting: in all which inftances the patient is 
ever rendered more miferable. Even all the 
ancient, as well as modern writers acknow- 
ledge this, from Hvppocrates and Ce/fus to 
the prefent time, and yet moft furgeons have, 
and do operate. Why fhould miracles be 
more expected now than formerly ? or why 
fhould furgery not be very circumfpect in an. 
operation, which all its authors confefs to 
have been uniformly unfortunate ? 

By a judicious internal and external treat- 
ment, joined with an exact regimen, accord- 
ing to the conftitution of patients, and cir- 
cumftances of cafes, the progrefs of the dif- 
eafe is frequentiy retarded, its ravaging ef- 
_ fects are greatly mitigated, the ulcerous ftage, 
moft 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, “Se. lot 


moft to be dreaded, is at leaft fufpended, and 
_ often many years prevented; and though an 
abfolute cure can feldom be performed, yet 
life may be frequently rendered lefs mifera- 
ble by an alleviation of all the fymptoms. 
The utmoft limits of medicine extend no far- 
ther in thefe unconquerable difeafes; the caufes 
of which anatomy, phyfiolgy, pathology, and 
therapeutics, will clearly explain to thofe well 
verfed in the fcience of medicine and fur- _ 


gery. 


Some general Inferences on the different At- 
tempts to cure cancerous Difeafes. 


The origin, ftages, profpects of cure, and 
ill-confequences of cancerous complaints, 
being explained, humanity demands fome 
conclufive doctrines from the foregoing pre- 
mifes. 

yt. Atumor or tumors in the breaft, with 
or without pain, before the ceffation of the 
menftrual evacuation, are generally ot can- 
cerous. ! | 
2. All tumors which happen in lying-in 
are never cancerous, and therefore fhould not 
3 I be 
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be extracted by the knife, or any other cruel 
method. : 

3. Extracting indolent. or unpainful {wel- 
lings of the breafts by knife, plaifter, or cau~ 
ftic, unlefs with a certainty of radically cu- 
ring the difeafe, is extremely hazardous, un- 
neceflary, and frequently, in the end, fatal. 

4. Unpainful fwellings in the breaft often 
remain many years without any increafe, or vi- 
fible injury to patients; but no furgeon can 
previoufly determine what will be the confe- 
quence of an operation. 

sg. If it could be proved that many indo- 
lent tumors have been extracted, the patients 
recovered, and the breaft has ever after re 
mained found ; yet thefe circumftances are by 
no means admitted in favor of cutting, be-~ 
caufe thofe complaints were not cancerous, 
and might perhaps have been removed by 
milder methods. | 

6. Moft of the pretended cancers cured by 
cutting, on examination, have been found of 
the foregoing clafs ; but by the apprehenfion 
of the patient, who commonly magnifies the 
misfortune, have been called, without any 
regard to truth, rea/ cancers, Vague report 


3 likewife 
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likewife afferts,that cancers have been cured by 
every {pecies of fuperftition, and by trifling re." 
medies directed by unlearned people. Afk the 
parties the true definition of a cancer, and the 
fallacy of their pretenfions is immediately dif- 
covered, If any one fhould aflert a cancer is 
cured, who knows not its definition, it would 
be the height of abfurdity or madnefs to credit 
fuch report ; for whoever underftands not the 
nature and fymptoms of a difeafe, fo as to 
give a clear definition, mutt be neceffarily i ig 
‘norant of what he attempts to cure, and is 
liable firft to. deceive himfelf, -and ee 
the reft of mankind. 

7. It therefore requires very little confide» 
ration with men of integrity, fkill, and hu- 
-manity, whether a dubious and cruel opera~ 
tion fhould be adopted, when no rea/ necef- 
fity, from an apprehenfion of future ill-con- 
fequences, nor the prefent danger of death, 

urges fuch a rafh method. 
8. It appears more rational and fafe to 
leave fuch cafes to chance, or to treat them 
mildly, than by rough, and often vain, at- 
tempts at ay curing, to rifk the produc- 
tion 
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tion of an incurable difeafe or ulcer, where — 
none before exifted. 

_g. Neither the art of medicine, nor artifts, 
are always refponfible for the ill-fuccefs of 
operations ; for perfons afflicted with the 
apprehenfion of cancerous complaints are fre- 
quently very impatient: they often fly from 
{kill, learning, and fincerity, into the merci- 
lefs hands of unfkilfulnefs, prefumption, and 
mean artifice: thoufands thus become vic- 
tims to their own folly and credulity, and, 
with a dreadful augmentation of mifery, vo- 
luntarily fhorten their own exiftence *. 

10. In painful tumors, or real cancers, or 
ulcers of the breaft, happening at the age of 
forty or fifty, when the menfes have ceafed, 
or nearly ceafe to flow, the extraction by the 


knife, 


* [lately was called to a fhocking inftance of this nature. 
A gentlewoman had an unpainful fcirrhus of the breaft, and ap- 
plied to a foreign quack, who has for years abufed the regular 
practitioners in the public papers: he ufed fome applications 
which foon produced ulcers; afterwards a fungus grew rapidly 
very large, weighing at leaft eight or ten pounds, horridly fee- 
tid. Two furgeons now living in town undertook to cut off the. 
difeafed parts, which was performed dexteroufly; but the un- 
_ fortunate patient languifhed a fhort time in inexpreffible mifery, 
and died. Innumerable inflances of this nature may be pro 
duced, 
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’ knife, under the favourable circumftances al- 
ready delivered, has proved, in fome inftan- 
ces, a temporary cure ; but in far the greater 
number the difeafe has returned with additio- 
nal violence and devaftation, and after cruel- 
ly tormenting the afflicted patient for a longer 
or fhorter period, always proved fatal. 

tr. Under fuch circumftances of hope and 
hazard, practitioners 1 in medicine will decide 
differently. Thofe who cautioutly reflect, 
and who poffefs fenfibility, will avoid re- 
commending a fuccefslefs operation, left 
they aggravate human calamity, and fhorten 
the duration of life. 

The bolder clafs of furgeons, particularly 
the young and inexperienced, and all who 
think the operation the only chance for relief, 
will undertake it, and will confider them- 
felves juftified in having practifed the modes 
of treatment which authors, but not reafon, 
nor humanity, prefcribe *. 

2 En 

* About feven years ago a patient, labouring under an occult 
eancer of the te/fes, was earneftly advifed by a very fkilfal fur- 
- geon, in confultation with an excellent anatomift, to undergo 
caftration, as the only probable means of faving his life, and pre- 


venting future ill-confequences, The patient had fubmitted, 
4 and, 
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12. In the treatment by proper regimen, 
adapted to each individual, in conjunction 
with the remedies, recommended in. this 
treatife, while the diforder 1s recent, a cure 
has been obtained: fome inftances have re- 
mained well above ten years, and continue 
well at this prefent time. 

In many other inftances the diforder has 
advanced, and terminated fatally ; but thofe 
modes of treatment have, in numerous in- 
flances, alleviated the mifery, and rendered 
the remaining paflage through life more com, 
fortable. It fhould, however, be confeffed, 
that whatever mode be purfued, the difeafe 
is frequently incurable, and generally termi- 
nates fatally: therefore the cancer, in what- 
ever manner viewed, muft be confidered an 
evil of the greateft ‘magnitude tc human 

beings, 
and, as no one could forefee the refult of the operation, he fet- 
tled his affairs. The cafe certainly appeared very defperate ; but 
he was perfectly cured by internal remedies, chiefly by Plummer’s 
pill, camphor, and nitre, in eleven weeks, and thus happily 
fnatched from a moft dreadful operation, and perhaps from 
death. ‘This patient has remained in the moft perfect health, 
and continues fo to this day. Another perfon, under fimilar 


circumftances, was cured in the fame manner, ‘The former 
was patient to my friend, Dr. Kennedy, Great Queen Street, 


AND NERVOUS DIsEasEs, Gc, 104 


beings, which has oppofed, and ever muf?, 
from its nature, frequently refift all medical 
attempts in the radical cure. As this is the 
truth, why rifk, without great caution, the 
‘unrelenting and cruel ufe of the knife? Where- 
fore difturb a diforder which in many in- 
— {tances is bearable, and fafely alleviable, in 
- hopes of cure, where fuccefs rarely happens, 
_ but wherein pain is too frequently augment- 
ed, and a miferable death experienced? | 
The progrefs of the diforder. is flow, and 
its malignity may be often corrected; for by 
{kilful management, many have labored under 
cancerous difeafes, for feveral years, without 
any confiderable inconvenience. Thefe good 
effects have been produced chiefly by cimna- 
barine preparations, nitre, Aithiops minerals, 
_mucilaginous gums, abftinence from all acid, 
falt ox fpicy food, from all fprrituous and vinous 
liguids ; by keeping the mind calm, for no- 
thing haftens the diforder fo rapidly as _per- 
turbations of the mind: frequent d/eedings 
are fometimes neceflary ; evacuants of the 
purgative clafs occafionally; all corre¢tors 
of acrimony, as the /arfaparilla, fulphureous 
preparations, magnefia alba uft. gum arabic, 
crude 
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crude antimony prepared, with or without 
mitre, &c. &c. "Thefe various remedies are 
to be applied to every individual differently, 
according to the nature of the cafe and confti- 
tution of the patient ; by reflecting on the 
power and force of the difeafe, the ftrength 
of the patient, ‘the power of the medicine 
prefcribed, and the contra-indications. A 
powerful difeafe cannot be removed by 
‘trifling remedies; nor fhould violent. me- 
dicines be prefcribed in a flight complaint, 
or in debility; but thefe important objects 
mutt be left to the fkill of the judicious pre- 
feriber, who will regulate his practice accord- 
ing as circum{tances occur. Nothing but 
metallic alteratives, given fo as never to fhock 
the conftitution, are the leaft likely to fucceed 
In removing glandular or lymphatic ob- 
ftructions. It is playing with the difeafe, 
and amufing the patient by fpecious decep- 
tion, to pretend or expect cures can be per- 
formed by trivial remedies in an obftinate, 


formidable, and difficult difeafe. 


On 
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On the Management of the cancerous Ulcer, 
_or confirmed manifeft Cancer of the Breaft. 


The cancerous ulcer may be divided into 
three ftages— | 
1. The Commencement. | 
2. The augmented or {eparating Stage. 
3. The putrid-abforbing Stage. 


The commencement is commonly an exco- 


i 


riation of the tumor, a black {pot, tubercle, 
or a fiffure near the. nipple, with fcirrhofity 
of the adjoining parts, attended with fharp 
darting pains, and athinacrimonious difcharge, 
fufficiently acrid to inflame, and fometimes 
corrode the furrounding parts. _ 


The external Treatment of the fir? S 108e or 


a@ ommencement. 


If the breaft be inflamed, and in a ftate of 
diftenfion, emollient fomentations fhould be 
-applied three or four times a day, and after- 
ward the wag. populneum, album, fambucinum, 
or Goulard’s pomade, ol. camphor, &c. &c. 
Soft.cataplafms are likewife ufeful, if their 
weight on the inflamed {welling caufe no 
unealy 
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uneafy fenfation. The bread and milk poul-. 
tice, with lard or oil, or the cataplafm made 
with farina feminum lint, may be ufed; to 
cither of which may be added Goulard’s ve- 


geto-mineral WALer. 


The following liniment has greatly abated 
the burning heat and furrounding inflam- 
mation, when the parts are not much dif- 
tended : | | 


No. 11. Ee Litharg. aur. bené levigat. 3ifs. 
Acet. diftillat, 3j. mifce agitatione, deinde adde 
O]. amygdal. recent. vel 
+ olivar. opt. 3iij. 
F, linimentum, parum cujus applicandum parti- 
| bus inflammatis, ter vel quater de die, ope 
plume mollis. | 


The vegeto-mineral water, reduced to half 
its ufual ftrength, is frequently ufeful as a 
fomentation, to beapplied warm ; or folutions 
of camphor with decorticated almonds and 
water. . | | ) 

It fhould be remarked, that no application 
agrees with two perfons equally alike ; there- 
fore what occafions moft eafe fhould be con- 
tinued, and whatever evidently increafes pain 
fhould be rejected. The furgeon, however, 

. fhould 
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fhould ufe caution, left he be deceived on this 
fubject ; for patients under pain are often apt 
to attribute their mifery or eafe to falfe caufes. 
They frequently condemn an application or 
inward remedy as the caufe of their torment, 
when the pain arifes from the nature of the 
complaint; and often perfuade themfelves, 
under any mitigation of the fymptoms, that 
the laft thing applied produced the alleviating 
effect. This error fhould be rectified. 


The Internal Treatment of the firft Stage. 


The remedies internally prefcribed fhould 
be accommodated to the conftitutions of pa- 
tients. To the plethoric and florid, repeated 
bleeding, laxatives, and  antiphlogiftics, 
fhould be prefcribed, as the cathartic falts, 
nitre, fal fode, prunella, fal polychreft, tarta- 
rum folubsle, &c. 

To the pallid, nervous, and relaxed, fhould 
be prefcribed anti/pa/modies, as affafcetida, 
camphora, valerian, &c. to diminifh irritabi» 
Jity ; aloetic laxatives, fuch as fapo and pilula 
— aromatica, extracium catharticum, pilula Ruf, 
with our pulvis antimonialis, of the new Col- 


lege 
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lege Difpenfatory, one, two, or three grains 
of the former, and two or three of the 
latter, every night, to prevent or remove 
conftipation. Mild mineral alteratives, and 
correctors of acrimony, are to be recom- 
mended, and long continued. 

To the corpulent, cold, languid, and re- 
laxed, if the tumor be {pongeous or foftith, 
on a fuppofition that the vafcular fyftem is 
relaxed, the chalybeate preparations have 
been ufeful ; but are improper if the parts are 
inflamed, or the tumors very hard. The 
limatura martis preparata, flores vel tinélura 
martial, and fimilar preparations, may be pre- 
{cribed, if heat or pain do not fucceed their 
exhibition. 


For the plethoric, 


No. 126 BE. Sal. nitr. 
Sodz aa. gf. X- 


Julep. e camph. 
Aq. pur. aa. 3}. 
F, hauftus ter in die fumendus. 


Or the puluis cum cinnab. and nitr. to 3fs. or 
Bij. ter de die, ex 31}. decocti pectoralis. 
The decoétum nitrofum may be ufed, pro 
potu ordinario. 
Now 136. 
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No. 13. Sal. Rupel. 3j. folve in 
Aq. put. 3iij. deinde adde 
Emulfionis commun. Zy. 
F, miftura, cujus capiat coch. iiij, pro te nata, 


in conftipatione. 


The Dog and Duck, Epfom, and fimilar 
waters, are likewife good antiphlogiftic purga- ; 
tives for the plethotic. | 

For the pallid, nervous, bilious, and re- 
laxed patients, 

No. 14. Re. Pil. ex colocynth. cum aloe 3}. 


Saponis amygdal. 3fs. M. accurate. 
F. pilulea No. xx. fumat j. vel ij. pro re nata, 


The pill No. 2 or No. 6, may be ordered 
as a deobftruent and corrector with the fol- 
lowing powder: | 
No. 15. EF. Cinnab. antimon. ppt. Si} 

Sal, nitr. 

Pulv. e tragacanth. c, aa, 3]. M. f. pulvis, dividen- 
dus in xij. dofes, quarum capiat unam ter vel 
quater de die ex coch. ij. julep. e camph. vel 
aque pure. 

Or the following bolus and draught ney be 
taken: | 


VY On 1 . ; I No. 16. 
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No. 16. kK. Athiop. min. rete prepatat. gr. xij. ad 3fs.* 
Pulv. camph. gr. v. fyr. balfam. q. s. 
F, bolus, ter vel quatér de die fumendus, fuperbi- 
bendo hauftum fequentem : 
No. 37.. R. Sal. fode gr. viij. ad gr. x1). folve in 
Julep. e camph. 3ifs, deinde adde 
Effent, antimon, Huxham gutt. xxx. f. hauftus. 


Opiates, with the afore-mentioned clafs of 
patients, fhould be avoided, as a light dili- 
rium and coftivenefs frequently fucceed theix 
adminiftration. 

The Aithiops vegetabilis, antimonium crudum 
ppt., Huxham’s rhiops antimonialis, and 
fuch like preparations are ufeful. 

Decoflum farfaparille, or aq. hordeata, and 
gum arabic, are proper, pro potu ordinario. 

For the corpulent, with a languid circula- 
tion, the cold, and debilitated. 

Aloetics as laxatives; tonics are fometimes, 
though rarely, neceffary ; in which latter cafe 
the medicines for the bilious and nervous 
clafs fhould be preferred. 


No.1i8. BK. Infuf. amar. ifs. 
Tinét, flor. mart. 3}. M. 
F, hauftus bis vel ter de die fumendus. 


* By triturating equal parts of argeatum viwum and flores fulph., with- 
out heat, according to our Royal College Difpenfatory. 


Or, 
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No. 19. . Flor. mart. Zils. 

| Spec. aromat. 311. 
Con. rofar. 3iifs, M. ‘ . 
¥, elect. cujus capiat Q. N. M. ter de die. 


Other chalybeates, and fometimes the cor- 
- tex Peruvianus in milk, will be proper, 
No. 20; K. Pulv. cort. Peruv. Bie 
Cinnab. antimon. ppt. 3j. Ms _ 
F. pulvis, dividendus in viij. dofes, quarum fumat 


-unam ter de die ex coch iij. aque pure, hore 
deatz, vel julep. e camphor, 


With this clafs of patients a dr 7 diet i is ab- 
folutely neceflary. : , 
It fhould be obferved, that the inftarices are 
few in which the bark, or other tonics, prove 
ufeful ; for, on the contrary, they oftener ex- 
cite pain; under which circumftance they 
fhould be immediately difcontinued. 


Oa the external Treatment of the augmented or 
Separating Stage of the Cancer. 


The rules for deterging, incarning, and ci- 
catrifing ulcers in general, are precluded in 
the cancerous ulcer; for human art com- 


12 monly 
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monly fails in the attempt to deterge, incarn, 
or cicatrife the cancer. 

If the difcharge of the ulcerated parts 
fhould be very copious, no aftringent appli- 
cations fhould be ufed, for they create pain. 

The ulcers fhould be cleanfed with warm 
camphorated lotions, &c. 

The mildeft ointments fpread on lint 
fhould be ufed, as the unguentum album, or | 
any of the unguents already recommended. 


No. z1. Ke Sperm. ceti 3ij. 
Ol. mucilag. 3viij. 
F, unguentum fecundum artem., 


Or, 


No. 22. Fk. Axung. porcin, recent. fb}. 
Ceruff, ppt. Ziv. F. unguentum. 


The ulcerations fhould be kept very clean ; 
but thisis difficult, owing to the irregular 
furfaces of the ulcers, and the danger of ire 
ritating the parts affected. 


No. 23. Be Extract. faturn. Goulard 3}. 
Aq. pur. mollis tbij. F, lotia, 
No. 24. k Sacehar. faturn. 3]. 
Aq. rofar. tbij.M. F. lotio. 
No, 25. Be Merc. corrof. fub. gr. xv. folve in 
) Aq. flor. fambuc, thij. F. lotio. 


When 
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When the furfaces of the ulcers are not 
very green and foul, the lotions 23 and 24, 
made tepid, will be proper, 

Cinnabarine fumigations are likewife ne- 
ceflary, if no pain follow their ufe. 

When the ulcers are very foul, greenifh> 
and fcetid, the lotion 25 fhould be recom- 
mended, the agua calcis or phagedenica, and 
fimilar detergers. 

_ When frefh dreffings are applied, hie the _ 
ulcers are well cleanfed, in the gentleft man- 
ner poffible, all the humidity fhould be ab- 
forbed, whether it be caufed by the lotion or 
the ulcerous difcharge ; for the matter, or any 
part of it, remaining on the ulcer, or even in 
its fiffures, will hourly become more aerid, 
create pain, and excoriate the adjoining fkin, 

The lotions may be applied with a feather, 
or in the parts difficult of accefs by a fyringe; 
but each mode fhould be performed with a 
_ light hand, left, by the ulcerations being irri- 
tated, the patient’s mifery fhould be increafed, 

After the difeafed parts are well cleanfed 
and dried, the faturnine ointments, or, in 
fhort, whatever agrees beft with the fore, 
fhould be ufed, and repeated, 

The 


11% A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


The carrot cataplafm, for the purpofe of 
covering the foul uneven furface of the ulcer, 
or a catapla{m of potatoes, being innocent ap- 
plications, frequently prevent, in fome mea- 
fure, the fetor, or putrid exhalations, from 
annoying the patients or attendants. Pow- 
dered camphor may be likewife added. | 

The fuppofition of any /pecific qualities in 
the carrot, or fuch like applications, for the 
cure of cancers, argues the moft ridiculous 
credulity. . 

A. ftrong decoétion of the leaves of hem- 
lock, or a folution of its extract, joined with 
linfeed flour, or other innocent farinaceous 
fubftances, have been ufed as cataplafms ; the 
bruifed leaves of czcuta are likewife applied, 
with no inconfiderable faith, even by learned; 
and apparently rational practitioners, as pof- 
feffing /pecific powers in curing cancers. | 

Such ill-founded expectations can only 
arife from an unacquaintance with the imme- 
diate caufes, progrefs, and termination of 
cancers, and the properties of fuch medica- 
ments. ‘The fiery mad pafflion after narcotic 
and acrid poifons, as {pecific remedies, rages 
now with incredible and thoughtlefs fury, 

7 particularly 
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particularly amongft juvenile practitioners. 
Colleges and Univerfitics, where plaufible 
theories, but little experience in practice, 
abound, have fanctified the exhibition of many 
poifons,asmay befeenin foreign difpenfatories. 
Irreparable mifchief has been produced but 
perhaps the voice of an individual, at prefent, 
would be loft amidft the viclent clamours of 
the inexperienced and prejudiced, otherwife 
nothing merits more fevere animadverfion. 
The admiffion of poifons, as {pecifics, is the 
mott effectual mode of wrefting from the art 
all principles of true {cience and learning, at 
the hazard of introducing the moft dangerous 
and rafh empiricifm*. 
If, however, any eafe from the bénitoek or 
folanum can be procured by external applica- 
: | tion, 
* A young gentleman, amajor in the army, lately was fud- 
denly deprived of life by taking a large dofe of the extract of 
hemlock as a remedy. Another lingered and died in ftrong con- 
vuifions by the ufe of an arfenical preparation given for the ague. 
As to the pretended internal virtues of hemlock in curing a real 
cancer, nothing but folly could fuppofe it. I have made the moft 
circumfpect, yet, L hope, candid, enquiries, to prove whether hem. 
lack ever cured a confirmed cancer ; but find all candid phyficians — 


_and furgeons acknowledge their difappointment in attempting 


the cure by hemlock, and this my own experience confirms, Pro- 
feflor 
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tion, it might be prefcribed ; but there arifes 
a difeufting ftench from the hemlock bruifed, 
producing fometimes dizzinefs and pains in 
the head; and certainly it neither refolves 
the tumor, deterges, incarns, nor cicatrifes a 
malignant cancerous ulcer. 

But as cicuta has been extolled, and as 
nothing fhould be omitted which is likely 
to prove ferviceable, the following lotion 
is given, as a pal/hative, from a refpectable 
author : | 


No. 26. R., Extratét. cicute 3iij. folve in 
Aq. calcis tbij. F. lotio, - 


Eft in ulcere cancrofo efficax medicamentum, 
fays the learned author; or an anodyne fo- 
mentation may be prepared from the follow- 


feffor De Haen, of Vienna, afferts the fame. See his Epiftle 
againft Storck, proving the whole account about emlock to have 
been fabricated to anfwer a felf-interefted purpofe that is now 
well known, How fhocking to reflect on the credulity of me- 
dical pratitioners in this cafe; but what fhall we fay of the 
dreadful effects of the digitalis, which has been fo fatally 
prefcribed in dropfies without any reflection on confequences ? 
Every one verfed in anatomy and pathology, with the difeafed 
flate of the vifcera of hydropics, muft perceive the total impof- 
fibility of that acrid poifon being beneficial; on the contrary, 


can gerous, 


3 ing 
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ing herbs, and applied warm for a quarter or 
half an hour :' 
ne. 27. Ee Fol. hyofciami. 
7 Flor. fambuci aa. 3{s. 
Capit. papav. alba 33). coque in aq, pur. 1b3j. 
F, fotus mamme affectz bis vel ter de die tepide 
applicandus ope lintei quadruplicati.. 


Cataplafms, for the purpofe of mitigating 
pain, may be ufed, if their weight do not 
produce uneafy fenfations, 

Nia. 28, K. Farine fem lini. 


fol. cicute aa, 311]. hails g. Se coque ad 
cataplafma, 


Or, 


Kk. Farine herbarum precedentium 3 yj. 
Aquz vegeto-mineralis q. s. coquantur ad catap- 
Jafma. 


When large maffes of the tumor become 
green, livid, and fphacelate, they fhould be 
removed gently, by holding the difeafed parts 
witha pair of forceps, and feparating them 
from their adhefions, fo as never to occafion 
an hemorrhage. The fphacelated portions 
being removed as often as neceflary, prevents 
the unfortunate patient from breathing in 
that mephitic air, which is frequently the 

caufe 
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caufe of an hectic fever. Concentrated nitrous 
acid immediately ftops the bleeding in the 
arteries of the breaft, without ligature. 

The following mucilaginous and antiputre- 
{cent application may be very ufeful to di- 
minith the putridity ; | 
No. 29. Ke Camphor 315. 


Mucilag. gummi arab. fbj. diligenter terendo mif- 


ceantur. ; 


This preparation is likewife ufeful in poul- 
tices of linfeed, as an antifpafmadic and refol- 
vent. 

The cataplafma ex dauco may be prepared 
yn the following manner : 


No. 30- FB. Dauci flavi q. v. fiat rafura, huic adde 
Decotti faturati cicute q.s. F. cataplafma. 


_Hemorrbages happening in the cancer will 
generally be checked by ftyptic applications, 
by compreffion on the artery; but if the 
means fail, the bleeding may be ftopped by 
lint, formed into {mall doflils, thoroughly 
moiftened in o/. terebinth. atheriale, or the 
acidum nitrofum concentratum, with well- 
adapted bandage. 

In 
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In this dreadful flage of the diforder the 
patient fhould ufe little exercife. 

Frefh pure air fhould pats through the 
chamber as often as poflible. 

The vapor of vinegar fhould be diffufed 
through the room, or aromatic herbs fhould 
be burnt, to diminifh the putridity, for the 
purpofe of refpiration. 

The odoriferous gums, as thus, benzoinum, 
myrrb, &c., may be rubbed on heated iron. 

The furgeon fhould be careful to avoid the 
reception of any part of the putridity by ‘an 
abrafion of the fkin on his fingers, or by any 
flight fcratch ; for if an abforption fhould be 
the confequence, a putrid malignant fever: 
may be produced: this I once experienced. 
A little oleum camphore rubbed on the fingers 
is a preventive. 

After the ulcers are dreffed according ta 
art, a bladder, foftened with oil, may. cover 
the dreffings. i 

All the parts furrounding abe ulcers, eee 
there is no excoriation, fhould be defended 
from the acrimony of the difcharge by any 
foft imple unguent, oleam camphorz, or the _ 
ointments, No. 21, 22. 

The 


Ihe, A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


The znternal treatment of this ftage of the 
diforder fhould be fimilar to the antecedent 
ftage ; the indications fhould be drawn more 
from the various circumftances arifing, and 
the different conftitutions of the patients, than 
from any fixed regular plan of practice. Dil- 
orders are irregular in their attacks ; practi- 
tioners fhould be difcerning and cautious, and 
accommodate their practice to individuals. 

To correct the putrid acrimony, the fol- 
lowing and fimular prefcriptions have proved 
advantageous : 

No. 31- Kk. Pulv. cort, Peruv. 
Cinnab, antimon. ppt. aa 3ij. M, 
F, pulvis, dividendus in viij. dofes, quarum fumag 
unam ter de die in pauxillo fyrupi fimplicis, vel 
 aliqua gelatina, fuperbibendo hauftum fequentem, 
No, 32. EK. Julep. ecamph, 3yj. 
Decoét. cort. Peruv. 3]. 
Tin. ejufdem 3ij, F. hauftus, 


It mutt be obferved, that the bark and 
other tonics fometimes occafion difficulty in 
refpiration, and therefore fhould be cautioufly 
prefcribed, or rather omitted. 

In this ftage of the difosder, if the pallia- 
tive treatment be thought neceflary, or great 
pain fhould indicate the abfolute neceflity of 

adminiftering 
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adminiftering narcotics, opium may be ye 
{cribed, but it is often ufelefs. 


No. 33. R. Pulv. opii gr. xv. 


camphor. 3/3. fyr. balfam, vel conf. GRRE 
q. S. ) 

F, pilulz, No. xxx. quarum capiat unam, duas yel 
tres fecundum doloris yiolentiam. 


Or the following drops may be ufed for 
the fame purpofe: 
No, 34. R. Spirit. nitr. dulc. 
Tin&t. opii aa. 3j, M. cujus fumat gtt. xxx. 


vel Lx. urgente dolore, ex coch, iil, aque hor. 
deatz. 


The hemlock has been given for fimilar 
purpofes, by many practitioners; whoever 
expects a cure by hemlock will be deceived : 
but neither the one remedy nor other will 
give eafe, nor produce ftupefaction, in many 
inftances, and they commonly caufe coftive- 
nefs. 


On the Treatment of the third, or putrid-ab- 
Sorbing Stage of the Cancer. 


During the feparating ftage the abforbent 
fyitem feems, in a certain degree, to be im- 
pervious ; 
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pervious ; but when the difeafed, obftructed, 
and putrid parts, which had previoufly 
formed the tumor, have feparated, the abfor- 
bent veffels have fufficient power to receive 
more of the putrid acrimony, and, by com- 
munication with the whole mafs of blood, a 
hectic, and fometimes a remiiting putrid fe- 
ver, accompanies all the other grievous fyrip- 
toms. | 7 

In this Lopele/s fate of the cancer all medi- 
cal endeavours fhould be directed to a pallia- 
tion of fymptoms, in conjunction with all 
the former methods. 

_ In vomitings, the faline draught, and con- 
fectio cardiaca, or Hoftman’s anodyne liquor, 
are ufeful. 

_ Purgings fhould be checked by the julep. e 
cret. and opiates, or the extractum ligni Cam. 
pechens. diffolved in ag. cinnam. fimplex. 

Coftivenefs fhould be prevented or removed — 

by mild eccoprotics or laxative oily clyfters. 

- Thirftfhould be allayed by innocent liquors, 
agua bordeata, mint and balm tea, or fuch 
like drinks. 

- Acids are apt to increafe pain. 
The 
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The apbthe, or thrufh in the mouth, 
fhould be removed by folutions of dova~ and 
Syrupus mororum, &c. 

The ulcerated parts. fhould be nace as 
much as poflible by the means already recom- 
mended. 


On the feirrbus and cancerous Ulcer of the 
Womb. 


"There are feveral diforders which arife from 
female inattention, or neglect of taking pro- 
_ per. remedies, at, or near, the time of men 
frruation ceafing; but the moft grievous and 
painful of all is the fcirrhus or cancer of the 
uterus. : 

Thefe diforders fometimes arife at an eara 
lier period of life, from injuries in labor, or 
from a conftitutional cancerous difpofition ; 
‘but a very extenfive experience in practice, 
fully juftifies me in afferting, that they are 
very unfrequent. 

The diforder may be divided into three 
ftadia, the fearrbus, the ulcerous, and the pu- 
trid feparating flage. 

The firft is an induration of the womb, or 
-fome part of it, with or without tubercula. 


This 
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This can only be diftinguifhable by the exa- 
mination of a fkilful man-midwife, who ea- 
fily determines whether the os znternum, or 
mouth of the womb; be in a found ftate, 
indurated, affected with tubercula, fiftures, or 
an irregular uneven furface, like the edge of 
a faw. , 

This ftage of the difeafe, in its beginning, 
is not much attended to; the delicacy of the 
female fex frequently prevents inquiry ; for 
while no great pain is felt, no apprehenfion of 
difeafe exifts inthe female mind: from a want 
of intelligence, however, all the future inex- 
preffible miferies probably arife. 

When the difeafe increafes, it is accom- 
panied with acute pains: its fpecies at this 
period is very often not difcovered; and it 
has been frequently treated by phyficians, of 
no inconfiderable reputation, as a complaint of 
the inteftines, kidnies, or urinary bladder. 

The commencement of the fcirrhus is the 
truc time to attempt the radical cure: after- 
wards it frequently happens that the utmoft 
{kill in medicine only extends to a palliation 
of fymptoms, and in fome cafes can fcarcely 
be obtained by any medicine. 


As 
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_As the ¢ubercula increafe in fize, or as the 
os ince, or other parts of the uterus become 
larger and harder, the pains in the back, loins, 
under the os pubis, down the fore part of the 
thighs, increafe, are more frequent, and ex- 
actly fimilar to labor pains, with or without 
a {enfation or bearing down, or protrufion of 
the os znternum; and: fometimes the uterus, 
from the relaxation and elongation of its liga- 
ments, abfolutely falls down into the va- 
gina. 

An obftetric examination afcertains imme- 
diately the fource of all thefe fymptoms ; for 

~ although the ovaria, or the uterus itfelf, may 
be enlarged and indurated many years, yet 
they rarely occafion much pain, unlefs the 
os internum, or the part of the uterus imme- 
diately connected with it, be affected. This 
immenfe experience confirms. | 

The treatment of this {cirrhous flage of the 
difeafe fhould be exactly fimilar to that re- 
commended in the fcirrhous breafts, but with- 
out opiates or narcotics, if the radical cure be 
attempted. , 7 

The ulcerous ftage of the cancer of the 
uterus, or womb, is known by the foetor of 
Yon GL K the 
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the fluid difcharged, ‘which has a dark color- 
-ed ftain, is extremely acrimonious and pu- 
trid, and frequently excoriates the vagina. 

The patient fuffers the moft excruciating 
tortures in the back, Joins, abdomen, region 
of the pubis, and down the anterior part of - 
the thighs, in the direction of the femoral ar- 
tery and nerve, exactly like labor pains, with- 
out any profpect of delivery, and bends the body 
jorwards ; but the tumor often preffing on the 
neck of the vefica urinaria, or on the reétum, 
an. obftinate obftruction of urine or feces 
is the confequence. ‘The tumor of the ute- 
rus taking another direction, neither coftive- 
nefs nor.a ftoppage of urine are amongtft the 
fymptoms, ‘but an involuntary difcharge of - 
both: this latter cafe is lefs frequent than 
the former. 

The difeafe remains in this dreadful flate 
for one, two, or three years, fhocking to the 
feelings of every human beholder of the 
{cene, but inexpreflibly fo to the truly mife-. 
rable fufferer, who juftly merits our utmoft 
compafiion and affiftance. 

In this ftage {mall abf{cefles forming repeat- 
edly, inflaming, {welling, and at laft burfting, 

& do 
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_ donot alittle add to the exquifite tortures, 
After a large difcharge, fome little refpite 
from mifery, but not always, is experi- 
enced. 

In the putrid Jeparating flage, which a 
tinues in fome inftances many months, the 
uterus throws off flough after flough of its 
fubftance with dreadful acute pains. The 
foetor becomes horridly putrid, and is diftin- 
guifhable by the fmell, to thofe who are ac- 
-cuftomed to attend thefe lamentable cates, 
from any other {pecies of putrefaction in the 
human body. Ulcers behind the ears, and 
of the genital parts, &c. have their peculiar 
{mell, A Aint from other ulcers. 

Inthis putrid feparating fiage, the uterus 
often becomes like a honeycomb, if {mall and 
repeated feparations happen: in other inftan- 
ces, large mafies feparate and are thrown off, 
till fearce any part of the uterus yemains. 
Naufea, vomitings, coftivenefs, floodings, di- 
arrheea, retention or an involuntary emiffion 
of urine, and heétic remitting fevers, with 
innumerable concomitant fymptoms. 

The appearance of fome diffections pof 
mortem, under my own infpection, have 


K 2 fhewn 
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‘ 


fhewn the ftate of the parts after the cruel ra 
vages of the difeafe. | 
A variety of thefe diffections I may here-~ 
fter publifh, if likely to benefit fociety. 
The remote caufes are, injuries received 
from difficult or frequent labors, obftructed 
menfes or floodings, habitual obffinate coftive- 
nefs, inattention to the ufe of gentle eva- 
-cuants at the fermination of the menftrual’ 
flux, neglected fluor albus, venereal infec- 
tion unfkilfully treated, violent and inordinate 
paffions, extreme grief, &c., accidental la- 
cerations, fcratches, and contufions of the os 
internum : an hereditary fcrophulous or can- 
cerous difpofition; alfo a neglect of diet ; 
colds, or other inattentions during the pe- 
riodical monthly* evacuations; cold fea ba- 
thing, or cold bathing at an improper time ;: 
or, in fhort, any thing which may fuddenly 
check or fupprefs the flowing of the menfes. 
The beft method of preventing the difeafe 
is to avoid, as much as poffible, the above- 
mentioned remote caufes. 7 
The proximate or immediate caufes are, an 
impeded fluggifh circulation of the blood in 
the lower parts of the abdomen, congeftions 
| in 
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in its vifcera, obftructions in the arterial, ve- 
nal, and lymphatic veffels, but moftly and 
principally diftenfion, induration, excoriati- 
ons or {cratches in the mouth of the uterus. 
The body of the uterus,-or its appendices, 
being much {welled or indurated, do not oc- 
cafion exquifite pain; except in proportion 
as they prefs on the other vifcera, or force 
other parts, in fome meafure, from their true 
fituation. ‘The fcirrhus or ulceration that 
begins in the os wrerz is what is fo exquifitely 
painful and dangerous. Whether this part 
of the uterus be difeafed, is eafily difcoverable 
by an obftetric examination; therefore I have 
always confidered phyficians defective in 
knowledge when they have not practifed mid- 
wifery ; for without fuch advantage, it is not 
eafy to comprehend this malady. 

The congeftions, or irritating fluids, in the 
fubftance of the os tince, or extraneous bo-. 
dies within the uterus, ftimulating the ute- 
rus to contraction, make violent efforts to 
exclude the irritating caufes: thus the pains 
are exactly fimilar to ftrong labor, by which 
they are diftinguifhed from all other pains in — 
the abdominal, lumbar regions, or pl by 
fkilful practitioners, — 
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The Prognoftic of the Scirrhus or cancerous ' 
Ulcer of the Womb. 


The diforder, when recent, has been fome- 
times cured by the alterative methods I in- 
vented ; in other inftances the cancer has in- 
creafed and proved fatal*. When the cancer 
is advanced, with exquifite pains and ulcera- 
tions, it is rarely curable; and even, in fome 
inftances, the painful fymptoms can fearcely 
be palliated by narcotics. As fome very def- 
perate cafes have been cured by alteratives, 
though by far the greater number have ended 
fatally, yet it is juftifiable to perfevere in the at- 
tempt, on rational principles, before we refign 
the patient to opium and a miferable death. 
The phyfician fhould apprife the friends of 
the danger: to his brethren of the faculty 
he fhould explain the anatomical and patho- 
logical reafons of the improbability of a cure 
happening. Every thing fhould be attempt- 
ed, nothing promifed ; by which means the 
art of phytic will not be accufed of uncer 
eainty, delufion, or ignorance. 

The 


* See the letters that follow this treatife on cancers. 
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. The Attempts to cure the Scirrhus or Cancer 
of the Womb. 


I have feen various methods of cure tried, 
particularly by Aemlock, nightfhade, henbane, 
mercury alone, d/eedings, neutral falts, low 
diet, &c., but always unfuccefsfully. . 

As to narcotics, as hemlock, opium, and 
the poifons, whoever reflects on the ftruc- 
ture, fituation, and ufes of the uterus, the 
natural hardnefs of its fubftance, the minute- 
nefsand tortuous progrefs of its arteries, veins, 
lymphatics, &c., will eafily conceive the 
improbability of whatever diminifhes arterial 
action being able to penetrate and remove 
congeftions or ftagnations in this organ of 
generation: on the contrary, opium,. hem- 
lock, &c., feem more capable of fixing the 
difeafe. | 

From which confideration I was induced 
to attempt a more rational plan of cure, by 
uniting the /i/phureous antimonials with the 
preparations of hydrargyrus. In all the cafes 
I have been confulted, I have never yet feen 


patients cured by any other methods ; but by 
mineral 
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mineral alteratives, given in very {mall dofes, 
and repeated now and then, an unfortu- 
nate victim to this horrid difeafe has been 
{natched from death, and pofitively cured. 
The remedies I have ufed are, 
Cinnabar antimonii. 


fatitium, which are nearly the 
fame. 

/Ethiops mineralis. 

antimonialis. 

Hydrargyrus and antimonial fulphurs. | 

Sulphurantimonii precipit. cum aquila alba? 

Kermes mineralis. 

Nitrum puriffimum. | 

Merc. dulc. xy.cies fub. & lotus cum 
fulph. aurat. ant. long rubbed together. ~ 

Camphora. 

Neutral falts. 

Antimonialia. 

Tartarum emeticum cum merc. corrof, 
fub., to the fixteenth part of a grain, dif- 
folved. 

Turp. mineral. cum Kerm. mineral. 

The modes in which fuch remedies have 
been applied are, to preferibe very {mall dofes | 
and drink after each, fome folution of cam- 


phor 
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phor and nitre, &c. In fhort, the general 
plan will be feen in the extraordinary cafe 
and cure given in the letter on medical 
vanity. 5 

The remedies are likewife explained in the 
foregoing part, which treats of the cancers of 
the breafts ; but will hereafter be augmented 
with a view of the principles on which they 
have been prefcribed, in a treatife on the ufe 
of metallic alteratives in chronic difeafes, &c. 
In this work will be given formule of all the 
prefcriptions I have ever ules of the mineral 
alterative clafs * 

It is siosteualy neceffary to remark, that 
the alteratives, in very /mall dofes, fhouid be 
given at exact diflances, that the one dofe 
- fhould fucceed another ; they muft likewife 
be continued many months. 'The action of 
thefe remedies, whether by changing and 
liquifying the congefted matter, or by render- 
ing the impervious veffels open in the rela 
cellulofa, and its minuteft cells, are inquiries 


which 


* Many may be feen in the Treatife on ulcerated Legs and 
Impurities of the Blood; more in the Treatife on nervous, 
mental, and convulfive Difeafes, &c. 
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which have much occupied my attention ; 
the refult will hereafter be communicated. 


On palliating the Symptoms. 


The powder, compofed of /Ethiops and 
nitre, or Cinnabar and nitre, already given, is 
frequently ufeful in diminifhing the dreadful 
fymptoms, and correcting the prevailing acri- 
mony. : 

Anodyne and detergent injections, to miti- 
gate pain, and deterge the vagina and the ulcers 
in the os ince, oleaginous clyfters, with opi- 
‘ates, act as emollients and anodynes, their 
effect is eafily conceived by confidering the 
proximity of the wrerus to the recium. 

The whole vagina fhould be frequently 
moiftened with o/. camphor. to prevent the 
acrid matter corroding the part. 

‘Where neither eafe nor fleep can be acquir- 
ed without opium, that remedy may be called 
into internal ufe; but it does not cor- 
refpond with any attempt at the radical 
cure. 


_ Fevers. 
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| 


Fevers. . 


‘The fevers attendant on the cancerous ulcer 
of the uterus are of the hectic kind, and com- 
monly arife from the violence of the pain, or 

an abforption of putrid matter : they wafte the 
body, prevent nutrition, flufh the face after 

meals, occafion heat, thirft, and quicken the 
pulfe, caufe colliquative fweats, lofs of 
fleep; &c. ih8 

The antiphlogiftic regimen and remedies, 
as the common faline or volatile faline 
draught, fal diureticus, /pzritus Muindereri, 
nitre, according to the {pecies of fever; 
and, in nervous irritability, camphor, caftor, | 
valerian; or, to the pallid and more torpid 
habits, the gums, as affafcetida, fagapenum, © 
myrrh, &c., may be proper, as auxiliaries. 

The fymptomatic fever, however, arifing ~ 
from abforption of the cancerous acrimony, 
can only be palliated, unlefs the caufes could 
be removed ; but this is generally imprac- 
ticable. | 

Bark and all antifeptics commonly increafe 
pain in the cancerous ulcer of the uterus. 
Oleaginous medicines, with camphor and gum 

arabic, 
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arabic, fometimes obtund acrimony, and eafe 
pains, &c.; but to an{wer more important 
purpofes, they may be united by means of 
alkaline falts with aqueous fluids, to which 
may be added nitre, neutral falts, according 
to the nature of the cafe and circumftances. 


S uppreffion of Urine. 


This may arife from the relaxation of the 
ligaments of the uterus, by which. it falls 
ower down in the pelvis and vagina; this 
prefling on the meatus urinarius, fupprefies 
the urine. | 

- The.enlargement and fcirrhus of the uterus | 
may likewife, without any relaxation of the 
ligaments, produce the fame effect. - 

Hydatides, or other fubftances within the 
uterus, prefling towards the os zince to be 
evacuated, frequently fupprefs the urine, and 
excite terrible pains, equal to the ftrongeft 
Jabor. 

In the relaxation of the ligaments of the 
uterus, without {cirrhus or tumor, even in the 
early months of pregnancy, the cortex and | 


tonics, with a dry diet, are neceffary. 
In 
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In all thefe cafes the urine, if expedient, 
mutt be evacuated by means of a catheter. 

If there be difficulty in paffing the catheter 
in the ufual mode, which I have frequently 
obferved under the foregoing circumftances, 
I have been obliged to put the patient in a 
pofture fimilar to that adopted in the reduc- 
tion of the hernia; the head placed on a 
pillow on the floor, and the legs on the bed ; 
by which the thoracical and abdominal 
vifcera are drawn upwards, and by prefling 

the uterus out of the direCtion of the ure- 
thra, the urine has eafily flowed. 

No medicines can remove thefe caufes ; to 
_ prefcribe would be futile. 


cc oftrvenefs. 


This fhould be treated by caftor oil, gentle 
eccoprotics, infufion of fenna, tartarum folu- 
bile, oleaginous purgatives; but if arifing 
from the preffure of the uterus, clyfters of 
oil.and purging remedies are to be injected 
in the pofition recommended in paffing the 
catheter, or the pipe cannot be always in- - 
troduced. 3 


pet | Naufea 


~ 


1A2 A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


Naufea and Vomiting. 


This being fymptomatic, and arifing from 
the fenfibility of the uterus, and its connec- 
tion with the branches of the nerve called 
par vagum, &c., can only be palliated by 
magnefia ufla and pulv. rhei, tintlura fenne, 
volatile faline draughts, and abftinence from 
liquids. 

Purgings. 


In the latter flages of the cancer of the 
womb, purgings are troublefome: they com- 
- monly arife from putrid caufes, when the 
uterus has been ulcerated, and has floughed 
away by {mall portions, or in matter, 

This evacuation is rarely checked without 
increafing other evils ; but the extraétum hent 
Campechenfis in cinnamon water, julep. ¢ 
creta, the pulvis terra “fapon., and all the 
milder aftringents, may be ufeful. 


Putrid Difcharge. 


This difcharge, which is exceedingly 
fetid, cannot be reftrained nor corrected. 
| The 
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The only thing art can accomplifh is to 
defend the vagina from its corroding acri- 
meny and excoriating qualities. 

Soft unguents, camphorated oil, liniments 
of Uitharg. aur. acetum and oil, have been 
ufed with fuccefs. — | 


Violent Pains. 


If arifing from the os internum being fti- 
mulated by hydatids, or any extraneous fub- 
ftance in the uterus, they cannot be diminifh- 
ed until the irritating caufe be evacuated. 
Pain, in this cafe, though a cruel evil, is the 
only remedy to relieve the patient. I have 
been averfe to check the pain under thefe cir- 
cumftances, (which are fometimes afcertained 
by an obftetric examination) becaufe obtund- 
ing the pain by opium prolongs the evil. 

If no flooding attend, the pulvis e myrrh. 
C., OF fimilar remedies, may be given. 

Thefe pains have lafted, in fome inftances, 
many months, the uterus repeatedly throw- 
ing off hydatids, or mafles of coagulated 
blood mixed with true coagulable lymph; 
after which the patient has recovered: but — 

5 : ‘the 
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the fooner the maffes are difcharged, the 
greater the probability of a cure. The uturus, 
after long continued pain, has fuffered fuch 
great injury as, in the end, to ulcerate and ter- 
minate fatally. gy | 


Floodin ray 


rs 
Floodings are no uncommon fymptoms of 
uterine fcirrhofities or cancer: they fome- 
times procure the patient a little refpite from 
pain, and future eafe: their caufe, however, 
fhould be afcertained, whether merely from a 
relaxation of the uterine veflels, or from fome 
mafs which the efforts of the uterus would 
remove. Inthe former cafe, gentle braces 
may be expedient ; in the latter, nothing but 
the removal of the irritating caufe will avail. 


Hiccups. 


This fymptom. is the forerunner of great 
danger, and arifes, if the leaft dangerous, 
from flatus in the ftomach irritating the dia- 
phgram ; if more ferious, from the extrica-_ 
tion of fixed air in the commencing gangrene, 


or putrefaction of the abdominal vifcera, or 
i parts 
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| parts contiguous to the uterus, as the’ bladder, 
reGtum, or the uterus itfelf. 

The former requires gentle carminative ec- 
coprotics, agua calcis, magnefia alba ufta, to 
dire&t the flatus downwards, as: in hyfteric 
cafes* ; in the latter nothing fucceeds, and all 
médicine can attempt is to give carminitives 
and cardiacs. } 


at omatofe Symptoms, 


if not produced by narcotics, are the ime 
mediate forerunners of the patient’s diffo- 
lution. 

‘The WaPiative: stole to alleviate: fymp- 
toms, are only to be confidered general, their 
fpecific and individual application is to de=_ 
pend on the fkill of the prefcriber. They are 
collected from my own long obfervation, and 
ate the language of experience ; but'a confis © 
- deration of all contra-indications is earneftly 
recommended. | 

A preparation of the terra ponderofa has 
been lately extolled as an excellent remedy 


* See hyfteric complaints in this Treatife. 


Or ees oy Aas | for 
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for cancerous and fcrophulous {wellings. I 
fhall try its effects, and {hall be happy ifiat 
fhould fucceed better than the plan I have 
recommended. I do not find, however, if 
has anfwered falutary expectations. 


On Pretenders to Secrets in the Cure of Canx 
CENTS. (5. 

Pretenders to cure the cancer have appear- 
ed in every age: they {warm to all great ci- 
ties, or generate in fucceffion ; for no fooner: 
does one pretender difappear, than another 
fupplies, his place with the introduétion. of 
fome /urprifing fecret and myfterious novelty. 
Three {pecies of pretenders may be obferved. 
The firft are arch, daring intruders, capable 
of all forts of tricks and deception, who, per- 
ceiving fome predeceffor, in iniquity, has ac- 
quired pecuniary advantages from lavifh and 
unfkilful promifes, which coft nothing but 
the facrifice of integrity and honefty, boldly 
purfue a fimilar line of atrocious conduct : 
they always find weak, credulous people, on 
whom they can impofe and raife contribu- 
tions with impunity. A fecond fort are thofe 
who, having feen a few milky or other acci- 
dental diforders of the breafts cured, while 
te fome 
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{ome particular applications or remedies were 
ufed, conclude the fuccefs owing to. the me- 
dicines laft prefcribed 5 in which, for want of 
true reafoning, they are often deceived. From 
the cure of cafes, quite diffimilar to cancerous 
complaints, have fome practitioners erected 
themfelves into a great, though temporary, 
reputation for curing cancers. Firft, they 
have deceived themfelves, through not know- 
ing the differences or ftages of difeafes with 
precifion: then they zealoufly obtrude their 
chimerical notions on others ; fometimes in- 
deed defignedly ; in other inftances through 
error or infatuation. The third {pecies. of 
deluders are quite different from the former 
two: thefe are good-intentioned perfons, | 
who have great and implicit faith in their 
own crude conceits, or in fome family 
noftrum ; for a plaifter, poultices, or diet 
drink, of fecret compofition, according to thefe 
believers, infallibly cure the cancer. Milky 
breafts, or contufions, perhaps, have amended 
while the noftrum was applied: hence great 
encomiums on many ineflicacious and ufelefs 
medicines ; hence a variety of fuperftitious 
remedies for the cancer. Thefe people, not 
(ad Ve aos knowing 
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knowing the power of rernedies, nor the obs 
f{tinate refitting nature of cancers, differences 
of tumors in the breafts, nor whether they be 
truly cancerous or not, confidently and erro- 
neoufly proclaim cures that were never per- 
formed, introduce infignificant or injuriou§ 
compofitions, and prevent the moft rational 
rules in the art from being adopted: thus pa- 
tients fall victims to their own unthinking 
credulity ; thus the only time in which ju- 
dicious medicine might prove beneficial, 1s 
unfortunately loft in fuperftitious expecta- 
tion, or blind error. 

The hiftory of medicine abounds with in- 
{tances of various deceptions of pretenders to 
the cure of cancers by /fecret methods. 
Though the very appearance of my/lery 
ought to awaken fufpicion, though the bold- 
nefs of the deluders, the rafhnefs of their boaft- 
ings, their interefted views, their complaints 
of being perfecuted by the regular faculty, or 
their confident affertions that fome eminent 
manor other has offered a large fum for their 
fecret or noftrum, fhould induce mankind to 
be on their guard, yet cancerous ‘patients, 
otherwife with good underttandings, become 

the 
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the moft egregious dupes to the various 
{nares and artifices of low cunning and un- 
‘fkilfulnefs. 

- Other patients basil to thefe pretenders, 
who have fome little hardnefs or {welling in. 
the breaft, from cold, accident, or other 
caufe: if acafe ortwo ofthis fort be cured, 
they are magnified intothe nameof terrié/ecan- - 
cers; the exaggerated circumftances are pub- 
lifhed by every {tratagem artifice can fuggeft ; 
perfons laboring under real cancerous come 
plaints are ferrited out, the hiftory related, the 
perfon fuppofed to be cured produced, the 
appearance of fomething like a fa@ has 
weight, and the delufion fucceeds. 

If any medical man of ftriét honor and 
learning in the profeffion thould examine the 
{ubject with candor, difcover the deception, 
and pronounce a report ftri¢tly conformable 
to truth, it has little weight ; for when ¢ruzb 
does not flatter unreafonable expectations, it 
is coolly received. In cancerous cafes, pa- 
tients, and often their relations, eagerly em- 
brace, and vehemently protect, thofe who de- 
ceive them moft; the reafon of which is ob- 
vious, 


‘Phyficians 
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Phyficians or furgeons of probity, on be~ 
ing confulted in cancerous cafes, well know- 
ing the difficulty the art has to furmount in 
curing fome, and the abfolute impoffibility of 
curing others, are cautious in promifing: an 
honeft, fkilful, and experienced man cannot 
promife fuccefs in thefe cafes. The experi- 
ence of the moft learned practitioners for 
above two thoufand years, the obfervations 
and communications of contemporaries, and 
his own practice, if extenfive, obliges him, 
as a man deferving the public confidence, to 
declare honorably his fentiments, and what 
he has treafured up by repeated experience ; 
the unpleafing truth being delivered, it may 
not be fo favorable as the patient or affecti- 
onate friends expect. To a humane practiti- 
oner nothing can be more ungrateful to the 
feelings than to pronounce a forefight of 
painful future evils, and the impofhibility of 
averting them ; but no juft or fenfible man 
will, for the fake of a temporary prefent ad- 
vantage, rifk his future reputation by acting 
with duplicity or falfehood. 

It is a great happinefs to even palliate and 
mitigate evils, when no radical cure can ratio- 

. nally 
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nally be expected: this judicious medicine 
may effect many years, even in feveral cance- 
rous difeafes. , 

The afcendancy which pretenders to the 
eure of the cancer acquire, is obtained by two 
means—dependent on the patient’s hope and 
fear. Thecautious promifes of the regular 
practitioners, and the prudent referve they 
commonly practife, do not give that comfort. 
nor happinefs which the confident and rafh 
boaftings of empiricifm infpire. The man 
who pretends to a /ecret has every advantage 
—people love the marvellous, and believe 


 moft what they underftand leaf. He pro- 


mifes a cure boldly, leads the patient by ar- 
tifices into an entire faith in his flattering 
pretenfions, ufes menaces or foothing accord- 
ing to circumftances: fometimes he will 
alarm the patient with a threat to relinquith 
his attendance if fhe dares to fhew the ftate 
of the breaft, remove his dreflings, or confult 
any other perfon: at others, he will be all 
obfequioufnefs, humanity, gentlenefs, and 
daily affirm the cafe is getting better, even to 
the laft moment of the patient’s life. If 
any untoward ipieptoms appear, he will 

affume 
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affume a grave face, and attribute it to fome 
irregularity in the patient, the winds, or wea | 
ther: if the fymptoms are mitigated, then 
his /ecret remedies are lavifhly praifed, as pro- 
ducing thefe temporary good effects. In this 
manner, exciting alternately ope and fear, 
preventing the patient from confulting men 
of character by various ftratagems and deep- 
laid artifices, have I feen feveral valuable lives. 
facrificed at the fhrine of ignorance, impu- 

dence, and impofture. | 
Neither reafoning nor medical fkill, however 
cultivated; neither probity nor the moft excel- 
Tent advice, neither dete¢tion nor expofure of 
the delufion, will avail: the infatuation of an 
expected cure, and the falfe reports of the dif- 
eafe being daily better, operate againft all re-' 
flection, reafon, or common fenfe; every CX- 
preffion of doubt is confidered envious and ini- 
mical to the operator; every propofal to exa- 
mine the cafe is oppofed by the artifices of the 
deluder; every flattering falfehood is received — 
with eagernefs and rapture. Nothing but the 
Jingering and miferable death of the unfortu- 
nate patient can convince the friends of their 
3 error 
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error: it is then, and then only, that affec: 
tionate relations difcover themfelves to have 
been acceflary to the deftruction of a deceafed 
friend ; it is then they perceive that their ill 
timed, though well: intentioned, officioufnefs, 
has been productive of inexpreflible calae 
“mity. 

This defcription of the arts of feduétion, 
practifed by pretenders to the cure of cancers, 
and the eafy, unthinking confidence of the fe- 
duced, are founded in a number of facts 
which have fallen under my own immediate 
obfervation in a full practice of thirty years ; 
they likewife correfpond exactly with the ob- 
fervations of many other practitioners in the 
medical profeflion, both ancient and mo. 
dern. 

The detection of ignorance, or artful pre- 
tenfions to the cure of cancerous difeafes by 
fecrets, is not difficult to thofe who are per- 
fectly acquainted with the prefent improved 
{tate of medical fcience. Impoftors can only 
pafs for men of fill, amongft perfons of na 
learning or experience in the art of medicine, 
If the following, or fimilar interrogatories, 
were propofed to the daring intruders of de= 

ception, 
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ception, their anfwers would at once dete 
their fkil]: their filence, or a pre-determina- 
tion not to open any part of the intended ope- 
rations of theiraffumed difcoveries, or,in fhort, 
any appearance of myftery, ought to awaken 
fufpicion, and {ulpigion would prevent de- 
lufion. 

1. What is ce definition of a cancer, ci- 
ther occult or manifeft, as they have been 
called ? | 

2. At what periods of life do cancers ap- 
pear, and in what confifts the difference be- 
tween the tumors arifing from inflammation, 
milk, blows, cancerous difpofition, &c.? 

_ 3. What is the anatomical ftructure of the 
breafts, and, according to various caufes and 
fymptoms, what part of the ftructure of the 
breaft is difeafed ? 

4. Whether the cafe be ates doubtful, 
tedious, or incurable, with the anatomical, 
phyfiological, or experimental reafons from 
paft obfervation ? 

5. On what grounds or principles is the 
cafe curable, by refolution, fuppuration, re- 
moval of tumor, ulcer, &c. ? 


6. Are 
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6. Are all the parts fo deeply affected as to. 
preclude all hopes of refolution, or not ? 

4. What are the confequences if the tumor 
be not refolvable ? 

8. Is the diforder likely to remain in the 
fame ftate for years, or is there a probability 
of tumor or tumors, ulcer or ulcers, increaf- 
ing? 

g- Whether the tumor be “Tikely to Seip: 
from fluids being brought by the arteries, and 


- not abforbed or returned by the fanguiferous 


‘@ 


~ veins, lymphatics, &c., or from what other 


yational caufes ? 

1o. Whether the tumor é likely to be. 
come ulcerous foon, or at fome diftant pe~ 
riod, and whether it will be mild, or ver y 
corrofive, fetid, and deftructive to the parts? 

11. Whether, according to the common 


received principles of furgery, and the obfer- 
vations of honeft writers, ancient and mo- 


dern, the fwelling or difeafed part fhould be 
cut out, and what are the. probable one 
quences ? 

12. What are the principal objections to 
operating on the breafts, and by what {cien~ 
tific means can it be difcovered, that the 

cancerous 
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cancerous acrimony has contaminated the 
fluids or glandular ftructure in other parts of 
the body? 

13. Whether, amid the many fymptoms 
which accompany cancerous complaints, a 
complete {kill in the fcience and ufe of medi- 
cine is not neceffary ; and whether the in-~ 
ternal treatment of heétic fever, nervous af~ 
fections, vomitings, purgings, colliquative 
perfpirations, anda variety of other fymp- 
toms, f{hould be attempted by any perfon ig- 
norant, or but little acquainted with difeafes, 
the power of medicines, &c., wherein the 
motft confummate {kill is required ° 
34. Is it rational to fuppofe that any. eX-= 
ternal applications can remedy the evils at- 
tendant on cancerous cafes, when it is plain 
the difeafe is not local, but diffufed frequent= 
ly through the whole Amphatic /yftem ; an 
whether in fuch cafes a fkilful phyfician is 
not neceflary, not only to judge of the pro- 
bable confequences of external applications, 
whether deterfive, repellent, emollient, fup- 
purative, cauftic, &c., but likewife to direct 
judicioufly the internal treatment ? 


1s. Whe- 
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15. Whether it be not impoflible for any 
phyfician of probity to determine on the opera~ 
tion of fecrets, but by their falutary or inju- 
rious effects; in which latter cafe, is it not of 
ten too late to remedy the mifchief by the 
moft fkilful advice ? 

- 'To what purpofe, it might be afked, have 
the objections been advanced againft cwt- 
ting out the fcirrhus or hardnefs; to ‘the 
application of ar/enical and other cauftics to 
draw out the core, as it is vulgarly called 5 
and to the fallacious pretenfions of fecret 
remedies? The anfwer is, to prevent, if 

poffible, future mifchief, future delufion. 
_ An examination of the hofpital practice in 
London, Paris, Lyons, Rome, Venice, Germany, 
&c., have furnifhed me with the moft indif- 
putable facts of the cruelty and often inutility 
of cutting out the fcirrhus. In London Ihave 
been confulted in many hundred cafes. 
There has been no furgeon of eminence for 
thefe laft thirty years in this metropolis, whofe 
operations on the breaft, in the true cancer, 
have not, to my own knowledge, failed. In 
fome few inftances the diforder, for a few 
months, or a year or two, has lain dormant, 
| then 
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then it has broken out with redoubled vi0# 
lence; ulcerations and deftructions of parts 
have fucceeded each other, until the whole 
fide of the thorax has become one con- 
tinued, though uneven, fetid, corrofive ulcer ; 
the corrofion of the cancer has deftroyed all 
the fofter parts, and in fome inftances the ribs 
themfelves have been laid bare ; hectic fever, 
vomitings, purging, from abforption and 
breathing in putrid exhalations, excruciating 
tortures long continued, until the exhaufted 
‘patient, finking under fuch a complicated 
train of mifery, becomes fleepy, and expires. 
Surgeons, who have unfuccefsfully operated, 
are {feldom confulted when the difeafe re- 
turns; therefore often think the cure is com- 

pleted, though it relapfes; | 
This has happened in younger and older 
fubjects, where the operation has been per- 
formed, or cauftic matter applied, in cafes 
that feemed favourable for the knife, in 
others unfavourable: fuch is the doubtful- 
nefs of the operation. If examples were ne- 
ceflary, I could produce feveral that: muft 
ftrike the moft obdurate heart with -horror,. 
and 
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and convince furgeons how cautioufly they 
fhould undertake the amputation of the {cirr- 
hous or cancerous breaft, left they add to hu- 
man mifery, what might, ny a milder treat- 
ment, be avoided. 

As to hemlock curing the es I deny 
it from the moft pofitive proofs, and from 
_ the trueft intelligence I could obtain at Vienna, 
and moft other hofpitals in Europe. 

From all which I infer, that cancerous 
complaints, happening after the ceffation of 
the menfes, unlefs recent and judicioufly 
treated with alteratives and neutral faline re- 
medies, are very doubtful of cure, and often 
degenerate into the manifeft cancerous ulcer. 

The frft fage of the diforder, in which the 
veflels are only diftended, is fometimes cura=_ 
ble, but not always. 

The /econd flage, in which the fanguiferous 
veifels and lymphatics are affected, the cure is 
more tedious and difficult, if even curable; 
but by proper management the diforder may 
be prevented fometimes from increafing, 

The ¢hird lage, in which the {fanguiferous 
vellels, lymphatics, lactiferous tubes, and the 
eleaginous particles or adeps are coagulated 

in 
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in the cells of the cellular ftru@ture of the 
breaft, and have become one confufed hard 
mafs, no cure by refolution, cutting, or cau- 
- tic, can be rationally expected ; for though 
fymptoms are frequently mitigated, yet this 
ftage always terminates in death. 

The fourth flage, in which the third ftage 
breaks forth into an open cancerous ulcer, in 
fome cafes, by fkilful management, the pa- 
tient may live many years; but they are 
oftener deftroyed by rafhnefs and violent 
remedies: in other inftances no art what= 
ever avails, and the ulcer continually increaf- 
ing, the patient moft commonly dies either in 
extreme hot or cold weather. 

On reflecting on the whole of the circum- 
ftances attending tumors of the breaft, whe- 
ther cancerous or not, the fubfequent advice 
is the refult. 

1. In all tumors of the breatt, if a long-con- 
tinued courfe of mineral alteratives for a year 
or two, and theexternal applications already re- 
commended, fhould not avail, it is beft, in mas 
ny cafes, to remain quiet, obferving a proper 
regimen, and occafionlly taking fome neutral 
{alts, gentle laxatives, &c. By thefe means 


the 


‘ 
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the cancerous complaint has been tolerable 
many years ; on the contrary, when the dif- 
order has been difturbed by the impatience of 
the patient or friends, the fymptoms have 
increafed rapidly, and ended fatally. 

2. All operations, except in very urgent 
or particular favourable cafes; fhould be _ 
avoided, | 

3. In the ulcerated ftage it is always moft 
judicious to ufe the mildeft applications, and 
obferve great cleanlinefs. ‘This often requires 
the fkilful management of the furgeon. 1 have 
known inftances of perfons living many years 
With cancerous ulcers, when treated mildly ; 
‘but I have never feen an inftance wherein 
violent methods were adopted, that the difeafe 
did not rapidly increafe, and foon terminate 
in the deftruction of the patient. 

I have here communicated, without re- 
ferve, the refult of much reflection and ana« 
tomical inquiry, and have delivered conclu- 
fions from a multitude of facts and long ex- 
perience in practice. It were to be wifhed 
that the hiftory of the cancerous tumors or 
ulcers were more favourable ;. but is is necef- 
fary to deliver the pofitive truth, efpecially 

Vou. I. M in 
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in cafes wherein there has appeared fo much 
impofition and delufion. It is hoped that 
other practitiorters will avail themfelves, as 
fome have, of thefe and former hints, and 
improve the treatment. A confcioufnefs 
alone of performing the duties of the profef- 
fion, in wrefting cancerous patients from the 
hands of cruel and fuperficial empirics, can 
alone induce regular practitioners to fedu- 
loufly attend thefe deplorable difeafes,, and 
afford thofe comforts which {cience and rea- 
fon may recommend, | 
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On Cancerous AFFECTIONS of various 
Parts. 


PARTICULARLY OF THE 


EYELIDS, | MOUTH, 
EAR, FAUCES, 
NOSE, ~ ~' TONGUE, 
“LIPS, AXILLA, 
GUMS; GROINS, AND 


TONSIL GLANDS, EXTERNAL GENITAL PARTS, 


| Te common and received definition of 
cancers, in moft authors, is very erroneous. 
Home, in his Principia Medicine, imitating — 
others, fays, Quando fcirrbus degenerat in tu- 
morem tnequalem, lividam, lancinantem cum va- 
fis circumeirca varicofis, carcinoma vel cancer 
appellatur. To this definition, or a {mall de- 
{cription, have all the ancients and moderns 
agreed, as may be feen by confulting their 
works. Any experienced furgeon or phyfi- 
cian, who had obferved a number of cance-. 
rous affections, would immediately exclaim, 

M 2 there 
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there are many cancer-tending fcirrhous tu- 
mors and cancerous ulcers, without zneguality 

or Lvidnefs, without furrounding varicous vef= 
Jfels; therefore the received definition is falla- 
cious. The diforder is well known by the 
experienced from its appearance, fituation, 
malignant tendency, and, if ulcerated, by 
its peculiar fetid fmell, which cannot be de-. 
fined, as likewife by its flow corroding ef- 
fects, not always attended with pain, though 
fometimes infufferable and excruciating ; 
therefore I fhould define a {cirrhous, painful | 
tumor of the lymphatic or glandular fyftem, 
which does not fuppurate like an abfcefs, but 
continues long, and at laft degenerates into a 
very fetid corroding ulcer, deftroying the tu- 
mor itfelf, and fometimes the adjacent parts, 
to be a cancerous ulcer; numbers of which 
are never attended with varicous veins, une- 
qual furfaces, nora livid color, _ 

There are three genera of cancerous affec- 
tions of other parts: the firft, cancer-tending 
tubercles, or {mooth callofities; the fecond, 
{cirrhous tumors of the glands; and the third, 
corroding cancerous ulcers; the fpecies of 


5 which, 
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which, with regard to fize, extenfion, figure, 
color, or malignity, are numerous, 

Tubercles and cancer-tending callofities ap- 
pear in many parts of the eyelids, nofe, lobes _ 
of the ears, cheeks, upper and under lips; on 
the tongue and internal parts of the mouth, 
gums, palate, axilla, genitals, about the rec- 
tum, &c. | 3 

Tubercles are ard {mall fwellings rifing 
above the fkin, about the fize of cee of 
different colors, according as the parts affected 
are more or lefs vafcular ; from which eaufe 
they appear pale, or approaching toa red or 
purple color, | 

Callofities are hardnefles of the adeps im- 
_ mediately under the {kin, from the coagula~ 
tion of the adeps or coagulable lymph, and 
have frequently {mooth equal furfaces, 

They are nominated warts, excrefcences, 
indurations, {mall carbuncles, &c., and often 
- appear the forerunners of cancerous ulcers in 
acrimonious or cacochymical habits: they 
are to be diftinguifhed from thofe excrefcen- 
ces or tumors which appear early in life, and 
continue unto death without mali gnity or any 


bad ‘effects @ 
The 
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The tubercles that have a cancerous ten- 
dency feldom appear early in life, but gradu- 
ally arife without any previous manifeft caufe ; 
fometimes they are painful, in other inftan- 
ces not ; but by bad management they have 
rapidly degenerated into cancerous ulcers, be- 
come painful, and have ended fatally. This 
has happened in the nofe, and many other 
parts. 

The cure of the tubercles requires two me- 


thods of treatment. 


The mildeff treatment is attempting their 
refolution by fomentationg, refolving appli- 
cations, a dry diet, and mineral alteratives, 
given at proper diftances of time. 

The radical treatment is the removal of the 
tubercle or tubercles, by applying the fuming 
pure nitrous acid. 

The refolution may be attempted, when 
they be recent, by fomenting the parts with 
a weak folution of crude fal ammoniac, fu- 


migations of cinnabar, and by bleeding. Purg- 


—angand antiphlogiftic remedies are likewife ule- 


ful, mineral alteratives, &c. 
If thefe remedies fhould not fucceed in re- 
moving the tubercles, and there be reafon to 
conclude 
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conclude them ofa malignant, cancerous ten- 
dency, the deftruction of the tubercle or tu- 
bercles is the moft effectual method of pre- 
_ venting the cancer and all its terrible ravages ; 
for if negleéted, when recent, they fome- 
times deftroy the nofe, the whole face, throat, 
{crotum and tefticles, perineeum, vagina, or. 
rectum, according to the part they fix on, 
not in a few days, but after many years dread « 
ful torments. ae 
The common cauftics, and even the arfe- 
nical preparation of Plunket, are too apt to — 
‘aggravate the diforder, though, in fome few 
inftances, they have fucceeded. Extirpation 
by the knife feldom eradicates the cancer- 
tending tumor or callofity: the feeds of the 
difeafe, I am certain, are in the conftitu= 
tion, the diforder is not local, as fome have 
imagined. Without removing caufes, effects 
will not ceafe: hence the neceflity of mternal 
correctors of the acrimony. Mercury alone 
aggravates the difeafe ; but joined with anz-: 
monal fulpburs is ufeful. 


hee The 
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The cure of the Tubercles by the fuming nis 
trous Acid. 


Dip the point of a pen, or lint twifted 
round a wooden fkewer, into the fuming 
nitrous acid, and make a mark all round the 
bafis of the tubercles, fo as to circumfcribe 
the whole induration. 

This operation is to be repeated every or 
every other day, until a feparation of the found 
from the difeafed part be evident. 

This mode of treatment was my invention: 
it is attended with little or no pain, and is | 
often fuccefsful. 

Care mutft be taken not to fuffer the effects 
of the acid /pirit to extend beyond the limits 
of the {mall tumor or tubercles, which is 
eafily effected by immediately and repeatedly 
drying the part touched with lint. | 

_ In this manner I have fometimes fafely re- 
moved tubercles, callofities, and {cirrhous 
tumors, of a cancerous tendency, in the 

Breafts, | 
Eyelids, 
Cheeks, 
Nofe, 
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Wolfe, — . 

Lips, 

Mouth, 

Genital parts, 

About the rectum, &c. | 
After the tubercle or tubercles are en- 
tirely deftroyed, which muft be done gradu-. 
ally, the ulcerated part may be drefled with 
the precipitate digeftive, or any other, and 
wafhed before each dreffing with a folution 
of the corrofive fublimate. — a. 

When the little ulceration formed by the 
efchar is cleanfed or deterged, the cure may 
_ be finifhed by common dreffings, whilft m- 
neral alteratives fhould be given internally, — 
according to circumftances. | 
In {cirrhous, cancer-tending tumors of the 3 
tonfil glands, gums, &c., all other methods 
‘fhould be firft tried; but if danger of fuffo- — 
cation arife, the tonfil glands, if impoffible to 
extirpate with the ligature, as when the- bafe 
and upper furface are equal in extenfion, 
_ then, to fave life, it is juftifiable to deftroy 
the tumor with the fuming fpirit of nitre, by 
touching the part, and immediately abforb-_ 
ing the fluid on the part touched by dry lint 

| on 


170 A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


ona fkewer, left the corrofive fhould injure 
any of the adjacent parts of the fauces, &c. ; 
in which operations the moft exquifite judg- 
ment, fteadinefs, and caution fhould be 
employed. 


On the Tubercles or Indurations becoming can 
cerous Ulcers. 


When the tubercles have been neglected or 

improperly treated, they may become cance- 
rous ulcers. 
_ A cancerous ulcer gradually increafes x 
fize by its corrofive acrimony, flower than 
other ulcers, but more certainly deftruc- 
tive in its confequences. 

Jt differs from all other ulcers, becaufe it 
is more fetid, and attacks glandular or very 
vafcular parts, as the lips, cheeks, &c., and 
is cornmonly, though not always, preceded 
by indurations or tubercles. 


Prognoftic. 


All thefe ulcers, whether in the 
Eyelids, 
Nofe, 


~~ er 
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Nofe, | 
Lips, i 
Gums, 
Tonfil glands, 
Tongue, 
Axilla, 
Groins, 
“Genital parts, . 
Rectum, 
Anus, &c. 
are very difficult and tedious of cure; but 
many inftances have yielded to a/terative re- 
| medies, already recommended. . 


The Mode of Treatment. 


The callous edges of the ulcer muft be 
removed by the nitrous acid. 

The ulcers may be cleanfed by the ufe of 
cinnabarine fumigations once a day, folutions 
of mercurius corrofivus fublimatus, and cam- 
phor: or by the precipitate digeftive, ifnot in 
the mouth. 

Internally, all the metallic alteratives and 
faline medicines recommended in the cure of 


ulcers of the legs and other parts, cancers of the 
. breatts, 
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breafts, womb, &c., are particularly ufeful, 
when given at proper diftances, in removing 
the cancerous acrimony, if mildly and judici- 
oufly adminiftered, according to the magni- 
tude of the diforder, the ftrength, age, fex, pe- 
culiarities of each patient, climate, feafons of 
the year, rational indications, and contra-indi- 
cations. Without the knowledge and juft 
application of remedies, and implicit obe- 
dience in patients, medicine in cancerous — 
and many other diforders, inftead of being 
efficacious, may frequently become inju- 
rious. : 

The cancerous ulcers of the tongue, nofe, 
and other parts, have been actually cured at 
the Mary-le-bone infirmary by fumigations of 
cinnabar, and by the following pill, which is 
the laft improvement I made in medicines of 
the alterative mineral clafs, called pi/ule for- 
tifime in the infirmary formule. 

kx. Hydrargyri vitriolat. 3fs, 

Sulph. antimon, preeipitat 3ifs, tere fimul per xij. horas. 

Kx. Hujus pulveris 3fs. 


Conf. cynofbat. q. f, f. pilula No, xxx, quarum capiat bis 
yel ter de die, 3 


Though 
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Though the foregoing Treatife freely animadverts, and even 
cenfures many dangerous, cruel, fuperftitious, and igno- 
rant methods of treating cancerous affections, yet, in order 
to exhibit to view what hath been attempted in thefe truly 

_ melancholy complaints, the fubfequent extracts, from the 
principal ancient and modern authors, have been feleéted. 
The learned reader will perceive that the modes of treate 

ment I have adopted and communicated are new ; and if 
they fnatch now and then an unfortunate viciim from 
death, or even palliate the [ymptoms of the incurable, it will 
not only requite the author for his unremitting refearches, 
but perhaps point out the paths to other abler pra€titianers, 
and promote a jpirit of emulation for the accamplifhing fu- 
fure improvements. 


Celfus de Medicina, 1. v. cap. 28. p.. 317. 

De Carcinomate. : 
~ Non idem periculum carcinoma affert, uti carbunculus, nift 
imprudentia curantis agitatum eft. 

Carcinomata curationibus irritantur. 

Quidam ferro adufferunt : quidam fealpello exciderunt. 

Neque ulli unquam medicina profluit: fed adufta protinus 
concitata funt & increverunt, donec occiderent. 

Excifa etiam poft inductam cicatricem, tamen reverterunt, 88 
caufam mortis attulerunt. . 

Cum interim plerique nullam vim adhibendo, qua tollere id 
malum tentent ; fed imponendo tantum lenia medicamenta, que 
quafi blandiantur, quo minus ad ultimam fene€tutem perveniant, 
non prohibeantur. t : 

Difcernere autem cacoéthes, quod curationem recipit, nemo , 
{cire poteft, nifi tempore & experimento. | 

Ergo ubi primum id vitium notatum eft, imponi debent me- 
dicamenta adurentia. 
Si levatur malum minuunturque ejus indicia, procedere curatio 


potelt & ad {calpellum & ad uftionem, ot 
} i 1 
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Si protinus irritatum eft, fcire licet, jam carcinoma effe; 
removendaque {unt omnia acria, omnia vehementia, 


Gorreus, Definit. 291. 


Kapuivos, cancer eft tumor malignus afpectu teter. 

Tumor ifte & prominet & taCtui renititur, atque ubi femel ra- 
dices egerit, difficillime avelli tollique poteft. 

Eft enim malignus, ferus, protervus, & quem curatio manuum- 
gue vel blandiflima traCtatio efferare potius quam mitificare folot. 


Gordonii lilium Medicine de Cancro. : 


Cancer a principio difficilis cognitionis eft valde. 
Cancer autem eft recens & tunc eft curabilis, aut eft antiquus, 


qui non curatur. 
Pareus, ex Uffenbachii, collet? 162. 


Scirrhus illegitimus, indolens omnino & infenfibilis, itemque 
cancrofus nullam admittit curationem: verus autem & legitimus 
vix ullam. | 

Efferatur cancer alimentis fanguinem inflammantibus, animi 

-perturbationibus, vix, zftu & acrioribus medicamentis oleofis & 
emplaftricis, nec jure nec loco appofitis. 

Omnis cancer cenfetur ferme incurabilis, vel curatu valde con- 
tumax: eft enim morbi toto genere malignus. 

Ne efferentur aut ferpant longius lenibus remediis & cura, 
quam palliativum dicunt, erit procurandum, fic enim multi ean- 
cro laborantes ad extremam ufque fene¢tutem pervenerunt. 

Incipiens cancer fepe intrementis prohibetur; ubi vero femel 
increverit, nifi ferro curationem non admittit, ut qui maligni- 


tate & contumacia fua medicamentorum omnium vires afpernetur. _ 


Cancer ulceratus eft ulceris genus malignum, rebelle, intrac- 
tabile, ut qui mitia medicamenta afpernetur, acribus autem & 
fortibus amplius efferatur. ir. 

Pareus, \. xxiii. cap. 41. de uteri procidentia—uteri putridi 
excifio. Si prefcriptis remediis reftitui wequeat uterus, & ulce~ 


ratus computruerit, jubemur veterum prefcripto illum amputare. 
, Vike 


Eee a 
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Vif fant permulte mulieres, quibus totus ferme uterus ex- 
ciflus fuerat, nullo vite difpendio, quemadmodum teftatur Pau. 
lus.—The leaft fcratch on the mouth of the uterus has proved 
‘commonly fatal: the uterus itfelf cannot be meant, the clitoris, 
or fome part of the vagina fhould be underftood. What operator 
would undertake to diffeét the uterus of aliving perfon? Horrid! 
frightfully horrid! to reflect on. — 

Joh. Langius {cribit, Ep. Med. 1. ii. ep. 39. fe prefente chi- 
rurgum carpum mulieri Bohonienfi uterum extirpafle ipfa fuper- 
ftite & incolumi. 

A° 1573. Procidentia ab antimonio haufto. 

A° 1573. Vocatus Pareus, Guillemeau, & De) Vieux, com- 
muni confilio cenfuimus, id quod prociderat, extirpandum effe: 
per duos dies fine dolore corpus extraximus, quod a 4 medicis & 
nobis uteri corpus effe vifum eft. 3 

Cujus rei fidem fecere unus ex tefticulis, qui integer extraCtus 
eft, craflior item membrana, reliqua ex mola, quz fuppurata 
rupto abfceffu fenfim influxerat, &c. 

_ Totum trimeftre fana & egregie incolumis mulier fupervixit, 
donec fuborta repente pleuritide interiit. 

~ Diflette a me & fedulo fingula exquirente nufquam comparuit 
uterus fed ejus loco callofum quoddam corpus, quod natura, que 
nunquam in nobis otiatur, jacturam ejus partis quafi separatura, 
vel Jacunam potius alvi rcpletura, fubftituerat. : 


Tagaultius in Inftitutionibus Chirurgicis de Tumore praterna- 
turan. ‘ 

Cancer, feu carcinoma, a toto genere eft morbus gravis & per- 
niciofus, Vix enim unquam propter fucci craflitiem confanefcit, 
utpote quod nec repelli nec difcuti queat, nec totius corporis 
purgationi cedat. 

Sed & tanta ejus eft malignitas, ut mitiora plane con- 
temnat remedia, vehementioribus vero, veluti carbo irritetur, 
excandefcatque atque efferatur. 

Caterum ex canero non ulcerato non raro fit ulceratus, pu- 
trefcente {cilicet {patio temporis humore, in vafis delitefcente, 
vel irritato a medicamentis inconfulte admotis affeQu. = 3 
; une 


¢ 


176 «A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


Hunc autem exulceratum cancrum peffimum effe judicant 
emnes & vere curationi prorfus ineptum: hic enim ad pers 
fetam atque abfolutam fui curationem mordentia, afpera- ate 
que vehementia defideraret medicamenta. 

Atqui ut diximus talibus magis irritatur, effetaturque, tantum 
abeft, ut fub iis mitefcat vel confenefcat: 

Proinde fatis fuerit fi cancros non ulcetatos prohibeamus 
augeri, a perfeéta quidem curatione manum {ubtrahentes; . 

Tagauliius 811, inter remedia récenfet arfenicum fublimatum; 
ut preftantifimum ac tutiffimum auxilium in hoc affeétu a 
Guidone de Cavliaco ufitatum: The ar/enic has been lately 
ufed with dreadful confequences. 

Platerus, in Praxi, lit. 567. 

De cancro uteri; per, podicem erumpiffe, in veficam & abdos 
men perveniffe. | 

Totum uterum computruiffe & exemptum fuiffe, cogno- 
vimus. 

Ufu medicamentorum acrium, uteti cervix erodi vel exul« 
cerari: ficuti finiftro horum ufu cervicem uteri ulceratam, 
tandem computruiffe penitds, fupervivente nihilominus div 
poftea adhuc muliere obfervavimnus. 

In gravidis fotus mortuus putrefcens retentus, uterum ins 
ficit, corrumpitque, ficuti hoc in duabus mulieribus factuns 
fpectavimus. 

Fotum cum involucris & utero vicinoque peritonzo cor- 
ruptis penitus, fe€tione in abdomine facta exemptum fuifle, 
quod in una viva adhuc & diu poftea fuperftite manente 
fieri videmus, & ex alia mortua nos ipfi hoc modo exe- 
mimus. 

Cancer uteri cervicis, quia ab initio dolorem aut impedimen- 
tum non magnum affert, aut quia non cognofcitur cum negli- 
gatur, plerumque adauétus et confirmatus curari amplius nequit, 


neque in eo loco abdito commode aut fine periculo amputari 


poteft. = 
Uterus 
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Uterus exulceratus tandem lethalis plerumque fit. 

Ne tamen augeatur cura palliativa adhibetur. 

Revulfiones per venefectionem in poplite, purgatione conve. 
nienti, vires reftaurantibus, topicis ficcantibus, digerentibus, &c. 

Ulcera in uteri finu & pudendo omnia perverfa ob loci teneri- 
tatem & humiditatem funt: adeo ut levis excoriatio, diligentiam 
ut fanetur, requirat. 

Deteriora adhuc funt depafcentia & phagedanica, que fi diu 
perfeveraverint & profundas radices egerint, fpatiumque amplum 
occupaverint, incurabilia fere funt, uti & carcinomata, qua 
mortem plerumque veluti & alia, corruptionem efferunt, que 
aliquando totum uterum depopulantur. 

Exempla contagii fe vidiffe. 

Prognoftica in genere, fi primum inceperit & adhue exiguus 
fit, nec negligatur, ipfius incrementum difficulter impediri, fi 
adaudtus fit, egerrime, & fi ad fummum pervenerit, nunquam 
curati poffe, & fi exulceratus fit, eum, nifi poffit integer fundi- 
tus extirpari, etfi longo tempore perdurare poffit lethalem effe. 


Fernelius, Pathol. 420. 


Uteri affectus funt, phlegmone, abfceffus, ulcus, feirrhus, can+ 
cer, mola, inflatio, hydrops, calculus; in cervice rhagades, con- 
dylomata, hemorrhoides, &c. 

Noma, carcinomata ceteris ulceribus fretidiores, Sendididres; 
acerbiorefque. 

Exulceratum carcinoma, nomis malignius eft. 

Cancer benignus, nifi irritatus, diu citra perniciem confiftir, 

Malignus coérceri vix poteft, quin fiat cancer exulceratus, nifi 

malignitate ocyus interimat, longe lateque prorepit. 


N. Pifo, de Morbis cognofeendis © curandis, Cap. 59. Pp. 140, 
de {cirrho & cancro uteri dicit carcinoma uteri incurabile effe, 


Fabricius Hildanus, obferv. Galenus cancri curandi rationem 
duplicem ftatuit, quarum prima perficitur medicamentis, humo 
res atrabiliores expurgantibus. 


won f, N Altera 
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Altera confiftit in extirpatione tumoris. 

Quantum attinet ad primum, nifi ftatim ab initio adminiftrata 
fuerit, parum aut nihil ad fanitatem pofle, certum eft: quando- 
quidem jam materia ita compacta atque indurata eft, ut medica- 
mentis purgantibus rion cedat. 

Altera via a Galeno prafcripta, eft extirpatio tumoris : hanc | 
nonnulli ferro candente, alit medicamentis erodentibus, reliqui 
cultro inciforio perficiunt. 

Cancer exulceratus adverfus quem medicamentis fruftra pug- 
natur. 

Ulcus cancrofum perquam malignum & immedicabile, affiduo 
erodens imas partes affectas, nec fifti poteft. 

In confilio fuo ad cancrum oculi, bene notat: quoad refol- 
ventia, eum tumor fit duriffimus, credibile eft nullo refolutum iri — 
medicamento, nifi prius emolliatur. At vero preterquam quod 
hujufmodi pradura materia, tamdiu, (quindecim videlicet annis) 
congefta amolliri nequit periculum eft ne ex ifto emollientium ufu 
tumor fubito contrahat fummam malitiam. | 

Erodentia mihi perquam periculofa cenfentur, Nam cum 
prominens hic tumor durif_imus fit, eredibile eft benigna medica- 
menta irrita futura: quin potius ut fumma durities adeft, fic ve- 
hemens requiritur medicatio, que vi feptiorum & efcharoticorum 
fieri folet. 

At vero ut lenibas non afficitur cancer, fvifimum malum, 
fic irritatur & ingravefcit vel tantillum acribus & vellicantibus 
ut ante expertus eft zger. 


_ Riverius, Prax. Med. 1. xv. 247. 


De prognofi hoc tantum pronuntiare licet, cancrum effe incu- 
rabilem, five ulceratum, five non ulceratum fit. Quodguidem ut 
de omni cancro etiam partes externas obfidente verum eft; fic po- 
tiori jure de eo qui uterum occupat fentiendum eft, ob continuarm 
fuperfluitatum illuviem que ad eam partem decurrit. 

Cum igitur curatio integra fperabilis non fit, ad alteram — 
palliativa dicitur, confugiendum eft, 

Eaque 
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Eaque eo dirigenda, ut cancri non ulcerati ulceratio prohibea- 
tur, & ne ulceratus majus incrementum fufcipiat: & in utrogue 
doloris atrocitas temperetur. 

Quod fiet ad immaniffimos dolores placaridos, cogemur ad 
narcotica recurfere. 


Ettmuller 


Cancer eft tumor plane fingularis ac omnino {ui genetis. 

Opera danda eft ne exulceretur cancef, poftquam enim cutis 
difrupta fuerit, certo certius hominem miferrime interimit. 

Per acrimoniam humoris caufticam, vafa nervofa & fangui- 
fera deftruendo & erodendo, unde ichoris copiofa effufio cum vi- 
tx fere difpendio, hamorrhagie frequentes & profuf plerumque 
agmen claudunt & mortem optatam accelerant. 

Cancer exulceratus vix aé ne vix quidem curatur. 


Dionis, Operat. dé Chirurgie des Defcentes SF Chutes, 


L’extirpation de la matrice eft trop hazardeufe, & la croit 
mortelle, This is certainly true. 

Il y a des auteurs, qui affurent d’avoir vu des femmes, qui ex 
ont gueri. 

M. Morand, a confeillé la ligature, 

Le cancer eft le plus horrible de tous les maux, qui metie fure- 
ment mais lentement au tombeau. . 

Il n’y a point de maladie plus affligeante au malade: il n’y a 
point auffi, qui fatigue plus le chirurgien, & qui lui donne plus 
de peine, parceque ce mal eft prefque toujours incurable. 

De tels maux, il n’en faut attendre que la mort. 

La mére de Louis XIV. Roi de France, avoit un cancer a la 
mamelle, tous les chirurgiens & médicins étoient encouragés 
doffrir des fecours, mais fans aucun fuéces. 

I] donne le precis des trois médecins dé la Reine, leurs fenti- 
mens & le traitement. | 

Ces médecins étoieat M. Gendron, Alli:t, Helvetius, chacun 
publia une eflaye fur cette maladie. 

N 2 Bar beite, 
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Barbette. 


A {phacelus of the womb is incurable; for what the ancients 
relate concerning the extirpation of the womb, to wit, that it 
may be taken out without great danger, is to be reckoned among 
their errors.—No doubt. ; 

The extended tunicx vagine may be taken away. 


Wifeman’s Surgery. 


A {cirrhous cancer, by ill-handling or increafe of acrimony, 
frequently terminates in raging cancers, and torments the patient 
with exquifite darting pains. 

Of all difeafes which afflict mankind, the cancer is the moft 
grievous and rebellious, and is generally incurable, by reafon of 
its corrofive and malign venom fermenting in the humors, 
which, fo far as we can yet find, yields neither to purging, 
bleeding, repellents, difcutients, fuppuratives, or any other me- 
dicine inward or outward. 

A cancerous breaft, from internal caufes, fhould never be 
cut off. © 

After having given eighteen cafes of operations, he finifhes 
his treatife with a very fenfible remark—** Thefe unfuccefsful 
¢< attempts may render us extreme cruel to thofe who feel not 
‘* the mifery thefe poor creatures fuffer with cancers in their 
«* mouths;” whereof he makes a moft pathetic and very melan- 
choly defcription, and concludes thus—‘* What I have attempt- 
‘< ed of this kind has been at the earneft requeft. of the patients 
and their friends, and by the authority of a confultation of 
eminent phyficians and furgeons. ‘That the eure fucceeded 
not, muft be imputed to the greatnefs of the diféafe, and may 
teach others how dangerous it is to negleCt the confulting the 


experienced furgeon, while the difeafe is recent and eafy to be 
eradicated.” 
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bY 


F. Hoffisan, Med. Rat. 
- Cancer exulceratus cum tam facile perimat, caufa eo po- 


~tentior ad nocendum eft, quo fubtilioris indolis & majoris 
‘molis. 


Eft infanabilis. 


Boerhaave. 


Contufio qua in cute nullius momenti effet, in glandula con- 
glomerata fcirrhum peflimum producere. 


Cancrum difficillime curari in foemina melancholica. ~ 


Chefelden. i 

It is a matter of difpute among fome furgeons, whether 
cancerous tumors fhould ever be extirpated, or not, though i¢ 
is certain none of thefe were ever eaiee without, and there have 
been many extirpated. 

After having given an account of an operation, he fays, 
** Some time after amputation, the wound looking fordid, a 
_ furgeon {prinkled the wound with red precipitate, which 
‘* put the patient in a high falivation; upon which the breaft 
«* grew clean and healed, the patient recovered, and, con- 
*¢ trary to all expectation, lived many years in good health. 

« From this accident I learnt the ufefulnefs of falivating 
<* after extirpating cancerous tumors, though nothing is more 
‘> hurtful before.” 


This practice I know to be very hazardous. 


Turner, in his Surgery, calls it the moft dreadful of all 
difeafes, 


This difeafe is the moft deplorable of all others, and the 
true opprobrium chirurgorum. 

Being once come to break its coverings, the fkin or other 
membranes invefting, it fooner difpatches the miferable pa- 


tient, 
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tient, not only by its furious acrimony devouring and preying 
on the flefh in fome places, whilft it {pews out fungz, like the 
heads of cauliflower, in fome others, and this with the utmoft | 
outrage to the fpirits; but alfo from the vaft gleet and hemor- » 
rhage when it has eaten through the coats of the veffels, and 
having nearly exhaufted the purple ftream, in the midft of dij- 
mal groans, excruciating pains, intolerable french and putrefafions 
the miferable creature finds releafe fy death, which had been 
a long time withed for. 

The beft prognoffic that can be made will be but very un- , 
certain. — | 

When the cancer is ulcerated, it is ftill worfe than while it 
remains with the fkin yet whole and found; worfe alfo in the 
mouth or throat, where the poor patient is often famifhed or 
ftarved to death, than in fome other parts; worfe where great 
quantities of the blood is daily expended, than where no fuch 
effufion has yet happened; though wherever it appears, and 
however complicate, we find it fufficient, fooner or later, ac- 
cording to age, habit, and way of management, to deffray the 
apiicied. ; 
We fhould now haften to the cure, if we knew of any the 
difeafe would admit. | 

We defy all cancer quacks to give one inftance of a fixed or 
true ulctraied cancer that was ever cured by their manage- 
ment. 

That all art (when it is arrived to any height) can do little 
more than pallzate. | 
_ As for local medicaments, or external applications, where the | 
eancer is not ulcerated, I have obferved thofe people ge- 
nerally fare beft who meddle with none at all; a fimple inof- 
fenfive plaiiter in other cafes, by conftipating the pores, here 
only increafe the heat, and promote farther difturbance. 

A crazy elderly woman, incommoded with a prolapfus uteri, | 


under a fit of melancholy, drew down the prolapfed body, and 
| with 
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with the hufband’s razor fhe excifed all within her reach. He 
hopes her cure may be accomplifhed. 
Dr. Turner called. this cafe uteri cervicis abfciffio. 


Nenter, Fundam, Medicina, 


Prognofis. 


1, Cancros occultos melius eft non curare, curati enim 
citius intereunt, nou curati per longius tempus perdurant. 
Hipp. aphor. 1. vi. § 38, exceptioni tamen locus adhuc eft. 

2. In primo ftatim principio facilius curantur, quam fi per 
aliquod tempus perititere, ubi rariffime curarifolent. 

3. Cancros exulceratos non nifi per fectionem, aut uftionem 
curare noyit medicina vulgaris. 

4. Dantur tamen felecta & appropriata remedia, quibus 
ab{que auxilio chirurgico uterque cancer tolli poteft, ficuti 
nuper demum cancrum labiorum exulceratum in viro & mam- 
marum in foemina fexagenaria fub noftra medicatione feliciter 
Curatum gaudemus adhuc dum. 

5. Non radicitus extirpatus facillime repullulat. 

6, Contingit aliquando, etiamfi mamma affecta cancro ra- 
dicitus ate altera eodem malo afficiatur, imprimis fa 
caufa interna originem fuam ducat. 

aE Cancri, fi fubjefta ad eofdem recipiendos inveniunt, in- 
terdum funt contagiofi. 

8. Quo mitius tractantur, eo Jongius perdurant & minus 
Sorquent zeros. 

9. Quo aeriora remedia applicantur eo magis putredo & do- 
Jores augefcunt. 

19. Etiamfi exquifitiffima remedia prefto fint, mora tamen 
7 donec malum extirpari poffis. 

Salivatio parum aut nihil, 


Remedia laudat : - 


R,. Emetic. fine pari Kortholti, interne. 
Rue Gor 
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R. Corrofivam liquidum Kortholti, ejufque balfamum 
vulnerarium, 


Heifter, Chirurg. 677» de ovis S labiorum Carcinomate. 


Uleus ecancrofum, vel depafcens fcetidum in labiis fepe ori- 
tur fine tumore previo: unde acris eademque peffimi edoris fa_ 
nies profluit, que non modo labium, fed univerfam quoque 
faciem miferam in modum erodit & plerumque labio inferiori 
infidet. 

Nafcitur miferabile hoe vitium nafei folet a peculiar? guadam 
Sanguini: acvimonia, que in f{pongiofis illis ac glandulofis parti- 
bus heret atque infpiffatur. 

Oriuntur a morfu, i&u, punétura, lapfu, contufione, fiffura 
a gelido wre, Hiberno tempore, dente acuto odontalgia. _ 

Medicamenta in peffimis his vitiis, parum & plerumque nihil 
proficiunt.' 

Ad proximas partes malum ferpit, denudat maxillas, erodit 
collum & pectus, mifere tandem flrangulat hominem. 


Heifteri Comp, PraGic. cap. xii, § 27. 263. 


Ad ebftruétiones ab humoribus vifcidis merito referuntur 
glendularam tumores, feirrhi & tandem earcinomata five can- 
erofi affeétus, qui omnes ab obftruétione vaforum, & prefertim 
in glandulis ab humoribus craffis vifcidis, tanquam caufa pro- 
pinqua fuam originem ducunt; quibus vero in canerofis affec- 
tibus peculiavibus S qua venenata acrimonia redens, cujus na- 
tura haGtenus perfpici & curari nondum potuit accedit, qua 
dolores rodentes feepe vehementiflimi & partium lefarum ac 
vicinarum erofiones five ulcera concitantur, 

Scirrhi medicamentis raro ac difficulter digeruntur & cu- 
rantur. | 

Cancri vero vix unquam & rariffime, 

_ Ubi in tempore partes vitiate exciduntur, aliqua falutis {pes 
fupereffe videtur: prafertim fi medicamentis fimul convenien- 
tibus 
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tibus fanguls corruptus expurgatur ac emendatur: id quod tamen 
quam difficillime obtinetur. 

Hine fit ut vitiam priftinum frequentiffime, imo fere semper 
redeat, 

Simulatque jam medicamenta reprimentia aut digerentia in- 
jiciuntur, quam celerrime malum increfcit, ufque adeo, ut ne 
vel integer quidem annus, qui fine medicina fuit, tantum do- 
leris ac tumoris iacrementum adduxerit, quantum poft adhibita 
medicamenta unicus menfis progignit. 

Malum eft pefiimum. 

In prognofi ita habet. 

Auna Auftriaca, Ludeviet XIV. Siena. regis mater, 
carcinoma in mamma contraxerat, omnes chirurgi excitati fue- 
runt, ut medicamentis eam fanarent; nihil tamen quidquam 
eonamina ifta omnia profecerunt, 

Nullum adhuec dum ad inventum eft medicamentum, a quo 
eertam falutis fpem petere liceat. 

_ Caneri oceulti fatis diu fine graviori moleftia a robuftis & 
temperanter viventibus fuftineri poffunt. 

Si irritantur illico peffima mala fuperveniunt. 

Hoe malum vix ac ne vix quidem curationem recipere con- 
firmant Hippocrates, Celfus, Fabricius Hildanus, aliique nobi- 
liffmi medici. 3 
- Prolapfas tunica vaging, pro vera uteri procidentia falfo 
habita, non nifi poft mortem veritas inventa, 

Permittit fearificationem in procidentia uteri, ligaturam fa- 
—neflam fuiffe dicit. 

Non ateram modo prolapfum fine vite periculo excifum quan- 
doque effe, teftibus Carpo & Parzo, 1. xxiii. cap. 41. 

Sed ipfas quoque mulieres iftas utero licet deftitutas & con- 
cipere, & in lucem edere feetum aliquem potuiffe, aliqui 
dixerunt. 

De utero ablato negat Heifterus, concedit vero de vagina 
prolapfa ac ablata, 

Morgagut 
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Morgagni de Sedibus &F Caufis Morborum iii. 44. 


TF. B. Cortefius {cite dixit: 

Non fequi femper, quod morbus cognitus illico curetur, 
idque pracipue ratione malignitatis fue, cancri potiffimum ex- 
emplo ufus, qui quamvis ab omnibus cognofcatur, nihilo minus 
raro curatur, & fane dicit ipfe Morgagni, vix nonnunquam ac- 
cidit, ut felix undique ea curatio fit. 

Uterus an faltem nonnunquam, falva, & quomodo muliere, 
excifus fit, pag. 484. conceditur, exemplo 4 Sandenio adduéto, 
in Diff. 

Qui affirmant funt G. W. Wedelius, in Diff. de procidentia 
uteri. 

Slevogtius, in Diff. Sandenii de prolapfu uteri, que mulier 
feliciter fuit reftituta Jenez. 4br. Veterus, Diff. de Sarcom. e 
pudendo muliebri. 

Molinettus, in Diff. an. Path. ** De tutiffimam femper effe 
‘* expertam & adhibuiffe pluries, dicit uteri amputandi rationem 
s€ in vetulis prefertim.”’ 

'Ad hec verba bene monet Morgagnus, fufpicionem erroris 
augere videtur perpetua illa curationis felicitas. 

De Uteri Sectione, vid. Schenck, obf. ]. iv. fol. 712. 

De Procidentia & ex Seétione non lethali E, N. Cur. 
Vol. I. obf. 80. pag. 152. 

Uteri prolapfus verus ac inverfio negari non poteft, Com. 
litt. Nor. 1733. p.312. 


Ant. Storck, Archiater Viennenfis A° 1757, experimenta 
fecit cum cicuta vulgari ad {cirrhofos & cancrofos affectus, in 
libello fuo de cicuta plufquam viginti cafus felices adducit, & in 
is ili, 103. hac corollari facit. 

. Ex fucco cicute lento igne infpiffato parari panels 
maxime innocuum, quod in omni temperamento, ztate fexus, 
&c, ad fatis magnam dofim poteft exhiberi, 
| | 2, Hoc 
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2. Hoc remedium nullam corporis a¢tionem, fecretionem aut 
excretionem turbat. 

3. Agit modo infenfibili nec alvum, nec vomitum, nec urinam, 
nec fudorem movet. . 

4. Indurata & fcirrhofa in iis etiam cafibus refolvit, ubi alia 
remedia maxime penetrantia nihili eficiunt, Eft igitur remedi- 
um maxime refolvens. 

5- Que non refolvit, ea plerumque ad benignam fuppurationem 
redigit. 

6. Cancro ponit limites, 

7. Acre cancrofum emendat, foctorem difpellit. 
8. Ichorem cancrofum in bonum pus convertit, 
g. Sedat dolores. 

ro. Cancrum curat. 

rr. Ulcera alia infanabijlia fanat. 

12. Fiftulas, finus, ad omnia alia remedia rebelles.claudit, con. 

folidat. 
‘13. Tumores cedematofos ufu externo diffipat. 

14. Vifym, cataracta nondum invetera, dentum quandoque 
reftituit. 7 

15. Incipientes cataractas aut folvit, aut earum progreffum fal- 
tem impedit. es 

16. Phthificis non obeffe, nec {puta impedire, fed ea potius 


promovere. 


Ant. Storck, in fecundo Libello de Cicuta, 1761, edito confirmat 
priora, ac in dedicatione ad Imperatricem ait : 

Nunc poffe diriflimos morbos fola cicuta jevari, curari. 

Multi nunc fervantur zgri qui fine hoc remedio interiiffent. 

Quo fepius cicutam egris exhibeo, eo majorem femper in hac 
planta virtutem & effigaciam admiror. 

In capite fecundo hujus libelli defcribit 37 cafus egrorum quos 
cicuta fanavit ex fua propria experientia, quorum g {cirrhi, 3 cane 
eri, 3 ulcera, 4 arthrit. fcrophole, 1 fpin. ventofa, 1 elephantiafis, 
at 3 flour 
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3 fluor albus, 2 tumores hypoc. 2 rachitis, 1 fcabies, 1 tinea, 1 
cardialg. 2 tumores lymphat. 2 cataraCte, 1 lues venerea. 

Cicuta 182 in cephalgiis. Sterilitas, phthifis {crophularis, hy- 
drops, &c. ulcera fecdiffima,. finus & fiftulas maxime pertinaees 
fola cicuta plerumque feliciter debellavi, fanavi. 

Obtigerunt tamen & mihi cafus in quibus cicuta non profuit, 
ufu quamvis longo & larga dofi adhibita. 

Ab aliis medicis fuppeditata funt: ex litteris & teftimoniis 19 
prafticorum. 

Scrophulofos, ftrumofofque fere innumeros fola cicuta curavi. 

In annofa arthritide, inveterato rheumatifmo, lue venerea, fur- 
ditate melancolia triftiffima, ferpigine finubus & fiftulis pertinaci- 
bus {pina ventofa 261 epilepfia. 

Circa uteri ulcera cancrofa quatuor habui fceminas, quas 
cicuta optime fanavit, plures alias habuit verum eas nequaquam 
reflituic. 

Cicuta cancrum curat, id multiplici experientia convectus vidi, 
nec tamen affero omne inde cancrum curari. 

Iterum dat 22 cafus felices ubi cicutz profuit: 1 in ftranguria, 
1 ferpigine, 2 fcirrho, 2 vomit. contin. 1 ulcus, ftrumarum eft 
remedium, 1 noli me tangere, 1 tumor in inguine, 3 fpina ven- 
tofa, 1 glandulz f{eirrhofe in collo, 1 pruritus, 1 hypochondria 
tenfa, 1 rachitis, 1 uteri hemorrhagia, 1 cachexia, 3 cancri, § 
fluor albus, 1 gonorrhcea, 1 cardialgia. : 

Dedit cicutam ad 3iv. in una dof. 

Cicuta fundit {cirrhos etiam antiquos, 40 cancrum curat aut 
emendat ejus acrimoniam, pufque bonum inducit fopit dolores. 

Storck, in lib. de'Stramonio, p. 3, Cicuta diflipari ait, veros 
inveteratofque fcirrhos & cancros exulceratos. 

M. Gataker well obferves, that it is furprifing how fueh a col- 
lection of cures fhould come from a phyfician of the Emprefs, 
when facts do not confirm thofe accounts; the experience -of 
others is quite contrary to thofe affertions. In this kingdom it 
does not appear to have produced any remarkable advantage in 

any 
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any one difeafe; the extraét was fent forfrom Dr. Storck him- 
felf, but in the ufe’differed in nothing from the Englifh Extract. 

I bave known hemlock fail in fome thoufands of inftances, and 
have never feen it cure a confirmed cancer; nor could I receive 
sertain information, when at Vienna, that any perfon «was aftually 
cured of the cancer by that noxious drug. 

A. De Haen, in Epiftola de Cicuta, ad Cl. Tralles, 1465. 

Accepit pilulas 4 Cl. Van Swieten. Ejus infelicitas fuit, ut 
quibus cicutam {patio anni dimidii, anni integri & fefqui alterius 
dederat, eorundem nulli /axefcerent, plures in deteriora laberentur, 
unus periret alterque. 

Experimenta auxit ad numerum 120; cum tandem oto foemi- 
nz periiffent, ceterorumque & nemo curaretur &. multi periora- 
rentur ; quumque ex Bohemia, Germania, Gallia, duglia, Belgio 
Jtalia, fimilia infortunia aut litteris perciperem, aut differtationi- 
bus intelligerem impreflis, ab experimentis novis defiftendum effe 
arbitratus fum ; cicutam & inertem effe & noxiam a pregreffis 
convictus. e 

Unde feptuaginta experimenta Breflaviz facta, ex illis 36 qui 
{cirrho aut cancro laborarunt, 30 periere miferrime & fex incura- 
biles manferunt, neminem curatum fuiffe. 

Storck affirmat fepe fepius. Cicuta Vienne multiplici experi- 
entia fcirrhos veros, antiquos, inveteratos, pertinaciffimos refolvit, 
curat cancros ingentes, exulceratos fanat. 

Cicuta Viennenfis fola miranda patrat, indigena aliarum regi- 
onum curare nullos poteft. | 

De dofi notandum a granis ij, de die ad 240 gr. afcendit 
Storck ipfe. 

In nofocomio quodam integra libra extracti, longo tempore 
fuit propinata abique vel minima mutatione in fomno vel excre- 
tionibus, ubinam virtus. 

Hoc remedium nullam corporis a¢tionem, fecretionem aut ex- 
cretionem turbat, agit modo infenfibili nec alvum, nec vomitum, 
nec fudorem movet. Here is Storck flatly contradi¢ted by De 
Haen, a court phyfician at Vienna. 

I 1 dhe Ae 
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R. A. Vogel, de Cognofeendis F Curandis Morbis, ii. 318. 


Cancer peffimum tumoris vel ulceris genus eft, quod non modo 
egrum diu atque miferabiliter affligit, fed et medicum ac chirur- 
gum maximopere exercet, dum Omnium pene temediorum vim 
pertinaciter eludit. 

Verum tarde admodum fieri fcirrht tranfitum in cancrum nof- 
cendum : itemque affiduos fere ac feeviffimos dolores a carcinomate 
aperto generarl. 

Omnis cancer manifeftus h. e. extlceratus zgrum lente oppri- 
mit & confumit, inter feviflimos cruciatus, hecticamque febrem. 

Per difficilis non folum eff carcinomatis, tam occulti, quam 
multo magis exulcerati curatio: fed & perpauca adhuc funt re- 
perta medicamenta, que duriffimum malum fuperent. 

Cicuta lugubres in corpore effectus edidit. 

Belladonna potentior in fcirrhofum curatione, fed fuis ptemi- 
tur etiam noxiis, laudat aguam calcis vive & mereurium fub- 
limatum corrofivum. Quem cancrum hec non curant alias certe 
non curatuta funt. 

Cancer fungofus nullam fete curationem per remedia ad- 
mittit. 

De Haen, in Epift. de Cicuta, p. 31. Belladonna ex clarorum 


wirorum confilio a medata cancrofis, eundem effectum edidit, 
foeminarum cum interitu vide De Haenii experimenta, Rat. Med.. 


Tom. H. p. 45; 46. 


F. Boifier de Sauvages, Nofol. meth. ii. 547. 


Principium proegumenon carcinomatis vulgo cenfetur virus 
proprium, cujus agendi modus ex nullis principiis mechanicis in- 
telligitur, adeoque theoria hujus morbi eft ob{curiffima, & medela 
ex antidotis non vero remediis rationalibus expectanda. 

Carcinoma vulgare; valgo pro chronico & infanabili ha- 
betur. 

ExtraGum cicuta apud Monf{pelienfes frufra fuit ufurpatum. 

5 Lieutaud, 


_—— a ee. 
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Lieutaud, Prax. i. 534. 


Tametfi cancrum mammarum plane indomabilem effe experi- 
entia conftat : nonnulla tamen experiri licet prefidia. 
~~ De cicute viribus fub noftro coelo nondum conftat. 


C. G. Ludwig, Inft, Chirurg. 65. 68. 


Peffima eft fanies cancrofa, quz corruptionis fpacelofe vehe« 
mentiam longe fuperat. 

Partes vicinas irritat & inficit, vafa lymphatica ftringit, humo- 
-rem contentum inguinat, fed cum toto corpore communicatur & 
labem univerfalem inducit. 

Ulcera cancrofa nonnunquam contagiofa fieri poffunt. 

_ Scirrhus benignus ufque ad fummam ztatem quiefcere poteft. 


Mr. Guy performed, fince 1755, his cures by a medicine 
known by the name of M. Plunket’s poultice: he makes a fecret 
_of his manner of drefling. 

The induration ofa fcirrhus is fo exceflively great as to rene 
der it incurable by refolution. 

Whatever incites the motion of the humors and quickens the 
circulation, as paffions of the mind, errors in diet, motions of the 
body, bruifes, falls, fevers, &c., may change a benign {cirrhus 
into a deplorable cancer. 

We fhould be induced early to attempt the cure of a fcirrhus, 
though it be not troublefome, for fear of what may happen. 

Scirrhufes that cannot be difperfed, there is no other way left 
~ to free the patients from their complaints but by the knife, or my 
(Mr. Guy’s) method. ao 

He recommends no internal medicines, as not belonging to his 
branch of bufinefs. 

External applications of the beit authors, &c. 

It is evident that the cure of {cirrhus is one of the moft difficult 
things in the whole art of furgery, becaufe the offending morbid 

matter 
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matter of this difeafe lies, as it were, out of the bounds of circu- 
lation, whence it cannot receive the proper effects of the remedies 
made ufe of. | 

From the general confequences of leaving fcirrhufes to nature, 
it will be found, that in twenty cafes eighteen will turn out 
cancers fooner or later. 

Belladonna, given without any good fuccefs, is no fpecific 
in cancerous cafes, 

In two years time, in more than a hundred {cirrhous and can- 
cerous cafes, he cured them without failing in ten inftances. 

He pretends that his medicaments draw out the very roots 
of the cancers. 


Mr. Tho. Gataker, in 1757, publifhed his Treatife on Solanuat, 
in the Eflays on Medical Subjects, 

The folanum belladonna nightfhade may be always tried with 
perfect fafety. 

In fome obftinate and very painful fores, attended with a thin 
acrimonious difcharge, it is capable of giving reliefin a moft ex- 
traordinary manner. 

Concerning the hemlock, he fays, it is in vain to hope for ex- 
traordinary virtues from this plant, particularly in cancerous 
— cafes; nor can the inefficacy of it in that refpe be too fully known, 
in order that the ufual methods of palliating or seliewing thefe 
canplaints may be omitted. 


¢ 


Againf{ Mr. Guy's Cures of Cancers. 


‘There are no roots in the cancer exifting but in imagination. 

The extirpating or curing cancers, with applications that draw 
out the cancers roots, was one of the chief pretences of Mr. 
Plunket, an Irifh empiric, who was the firft that brought this me- 
thod of practice to be taken much notice of in England. He 
underftood nothing of furgery. 

Mr. Guy purchafed the fecret of Plunket’s poultice. 

At 


v 
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As to the pretended merit of the medicine in performing its 
Operation without lofs of blood, it is the nature of all cauftics te 
act in that fame manner. | 

The pains in Mr. Guy’s proceedings are not only as fevere as 
 almoft any pain that can be fuffered by the beni but worfe by 

' the tedious duration of it. 

From his cafes it is difficult.to form any certain or fatisfaCtory 


judgment, 


Otfervations on the Solanum Belladonna Nightfhade. 


There are three forts—the common or garden, and the deadly 
nightfhade, and the bitter, fweet, or woody nightfhade. 

Mr. ‘Guy tried the garden nightfhade in two cancerous cafes, 
foul and painful ulcers, obftinate pains in particular parts of the 
body, {corbutic eruptions, and other common diforders. 

The quantity of one grain in weight of the leaf infufed in an 
ounce of boiling water, and the liquor afterwards ftrained, and 
taken at bed-time, would fometimes have a confiderable effect ; 
but that two or three grains feldom failed either to vomit, {weat, 
or purge the patient moderately, or to increafe the quantity 
ef urine. 

The moft common effects that I have obferved to iffue upon 
taking this medicine were, a heat or warmth diffufed in a few 
hours over the body, a plentiful fweat fucceeded this heat, and 
fometimes a gentle purging the next day. If a fweat did not 
break out, an extraordinary difcharge of urine was generally the 
eonfequence, and fometimes followed likewife by a purging. 

One or more of the natural evacuations were almoft always 
increafed. 

The dofe increafed to cise grains. 

The frefh leaves of the deadly nightfhade, bruifed and applied 
to the breaft, have been found very efficacious in cancerous) tu- 
mors. Vid, Willoughby, apud Raj. Hitt, plant. 680. 

Vol, I. O . Is 
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Is recommended in dyfenteries by Linens, Mat. Mede 
§ 95. 

Funker, in Confp. Chirurg.’p. 314, fpeaks of two cafes of can- 
cers cured by it. 

Dr. Lambergen, in an oration at Groningen, 1754, gave an 
account of a cancer in a woman’s breaft that had been radically 
cured by an infufion of the deadly nightfhade. 

Mr. Gataker fays, he is far from being convinced that the in- 
fufion of nightfhade will curea confirmed cancer, though it is 
probable that great advantages will be found from it in fome 
cafes that feem approaching to a cancerous ftate. 

I have the fatisfation to think that fuccefs attends the ufe of 
it in fome diforders ; and that in cafes where it fails to cure, it 
will fometimes at leaft afford great eafe and relief. 

It has.not been fubjet, as far as my practice has extended, to 
produce any lafting ill confequence. 

Mr. Gataker, in the Supplement, fays, «* I am now perfuaded 
that there is very little reafon to believe it has any fpecific power 
for the cure of any particular difeafe that has not any fuch pecu- 
liar and unaccountable power as is found to be in the bark for 
the cure of an ague, or in mercury for the cure of the venereal 
difeafe ; but as it is a great promoter of moft of the natural dif- 
charges of the body, it has a power of procuring fleep and. 
eafing pains. 

The nightfhade, in a paralytic cafe, feemed to be very fer- 
viceable. 

In feveral dropfical cafes the nightfhade had good effect. 


Heifferi Comp. Medicine, practice 269. 


Alii fuccum belladonnz, alii folia & decoétum ejus & ex- 
terne & interne magnifaciunt : verum fine fructu hec adhibita 
fuiffe novi. 

_Remede eprouvé pour guerir radicalement le Cancer occulte & 
manifefte ou ulceré, &c. par MeffireG. R. le Febure de St, lid***, 

The 
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The author examined, by chemical experiments, the ichor 
that flowed from an open cancer of two patients, which fhewed 
different effects. : 

His remedy for the cancer is arfenic taken inwardly. 

Facobi ufed it in all fevers, principally in intermittents. 

Pitcairn, Lacutus Lufitanus, &c., have employed it in dyfen- 
teries. eee 3 
- Fallopius, Penot, Theodoric, Valefcus, and others, made ufe of it 
as topical applications in cancerous ulcers; yet they only em- 
"ployed it as a cauftic, and frequently mixed it with corrofive 
fublimate. 

Differt. Academique fur le Cancer, which obtained the double 
premium propofed by the Academy of Sciences at Lyons, in 
1773- By Ber. Peyrilbe, M. D. Royal Profeffor in the College 
of Surgery at Paris. | 

It isin this differtation that the fir account is given of the 
application of fixed air to the cancer asa method of cure, whofe 
falutary effets have been fince afcertained in England and 
France by feveral experiments. 

Dr. Guthrie, of Peterfburgh, has not obferved any fenfible 
benefit produced by the jixed air in cancerous cafes; but in old, 
fpreading, ill-conditioned ulcers it has, in many inftances, re- 
lieved the pain, brought on a more favourable digeftion, and 
much improved the appearance of the ulcers; and in fome it has 
effected a complete cure. 


JF. O. Fufiamond. Account of the Methods purfued in the 
T reatment of cancerous and fcirrhous Diforders, and other Ine 


7 


durations, 


1. FR. a martial tin@ure with falammoniac, ufed as a wath 
round the ulcer. 


2. A hemlock bath. 


3. A preparation of arfenic ufed as a cauftic, 


QO 2 Againt 
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Againft Mr. Gataker, in 1757, role Mr. Bromfield, Surgeon 
to St. George’s Hofpital, whofe experiments widely differ from 
the former. 

According to Mr. Bromfield, the fymptoms were not only not 
relieved, but new ones were often brought on, and the patient’s 
health rather injured than benefited. 

In feveral cafes of inflammation, ulcers, &c., where this me- 
dicine had been given, it often occafioned pains in the fores, 
naufea, complaints of the head, temporary lofs of fight, deli- 
rium, violent vomitings, gripings, and purgings, and even death 
itfelf to one perfon under his own infpection, though the dofe of 
the garden nightfhade did not exceed one grain at a time. 

It feems the one author had written prejudiced in favor of 
the medicine, and the other feems to have had his prejudices 
againit it. 

There are inconteftible proofs of its deleterious qualities. 


Wealiheri Sylva Medica, deCancro. 

Fob. Agricola: Pulvis arfenici compof. ad cancrum egregius. 

Gabr. Fallopius: Arfenicum cryftall. fublimatum ; experientia 
fepius probatum. . 

Greg. Horftius: Arfenicum cum merc. fublimato. 

O. Maroldus: Be Mercurii fublimati Ziv. cum fucco apit. 
F, ung. 

Glandorp. 19. Gazophyl. in caufticum lanfranci ingreditur ar- 
fenicum. 

Pecquet, Paracelfus etiam ufi funt. 

Platerus, Prax. Med. ii. 744. habet caufticum arfenici & fab- 
limati. 

Pulvis R. Arfenici cryftal. 33. 

Rad. aronis 3}. F. Pulvis. 

Alius ex pulvere Ry. Mercurii fublimati 3}. 

Ag. rofar. 

——-— folani a Ziv. parum coque. 

Kk. Arfenici albi fubtiliffime pulverati.. 

Fattex, 
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Part r. Rad. ari pt. iv. fuliginis parum ut horum trium mifti- . 
one, pulvis modice cinereus vulgo grifeus fiat. 

Hic pulvis ad craflitiem dorfi cultri ulceri cancrofo infpergitur, 
cavendo ne bonam carnem tangat, plurefque addit cantelas, in- 
tra 18 dies efchara feparatur a fana carne. 

Wifeman’s Chir. Treatife, 105. 

Guido has commended arfenic powdered and fprinkied daily 
upon the cancers. | 

Riverius, in his Obfervations, tells of a cancer that was ex- 
_tirpated by the following R. Ag. fort. 3]. Sublimati crudi 3 viij. 

Salis armoniaci 31}. Arfenici 3). diftilled ad ficeitatem; then 
the caput mortuum powdered, the fame weight of vinegar put to 
it, and diftilled again to the confiftence of a foft pafte for ufe. 

Oleum arfenici, aq. regia, ol. vitrioli, lap. cauftic. &c., have 
been propofed. 

W aldfchimd, 456. 

Tzmeus omnia habet remedia ad cancrum. 

Barbette commendat quintam effentiam arfenici, fed quis eum 
imitetur. | . 

Rk. Rad. ferpentar. exficcata redigatur in pulverem, quantum 
lubet, adde arfenici cryftallini partem tertiam, fuliginis camini 
parum, mifceantur optime. Carcinoma infpergatur pulvere dic- 
to, & fiat efchara, que decidit circa diem duodecimam per fe, 

tunc adhibe emplaftrum, &c. 

| Sculteti Armamentar, 188. 

Dat decoétum, in fine hxc adnotat : & notandum, hujus foluti- 
onis deco¢ti crebro ufu, multos ab exulcerati carcinomatis dolori- 
bus liberatos, plurefque a nondum exulcerato: fuiffe curatos, 

‘hee obiter de decocto. 

Poft excifionem mammz elapfis 12 diebus, duos tumores fub 
axilla infignes reliquit topicis refolvendos, chirurgus applicui, 
caufticum ex arfenico paratum. 

Cancer curatus, extracto hellebori nigri Dj. crem. tart. Ofs, 
conf, hamech. 3vj. 


i CONCLUSION, 
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—Concxusion to the Breaft Difeafes, and Cancers, 


The obfervations on the the theory and praétice of relieving 
cancers, &c., are new, they are not drawn from any lights hi- 
therto delivered by other writers, ancient or modern, but poft- 
tively from my own long experience and reflection. The difor- 
der, like many others, has never been {cientifically inveftigated ; 
the caufes of difficulties, or impoffibility of cure, in many in- 
ftances, have never before been afcertained ; but the anatomical 
inveftigations which I have made on thefe fubjeCts, clearly de- 
snonftrate the irrationality of expe€ting a cure under any circum- 
ftances, except in the firft or fecond ftage of the diforder. It 
might be afked guo wfz? Lanfwer, the moft important. | Ifthe 
caufes of diforders, and reafons of their eafe or difficulty of cures 
were more clearly underftood, there would be lefs room for un- 
reafonable expectation in patients, and lefs opportunities for im- 
poftors to delude fociety with fallacious promifes. 

I have dire&ted my whole life to a zealous attention to anato- 
mical demonftrations, and I intend, in my Schola medicine to 
deliver, in the moft explicit manner, the fruits of all my la- 
bours, and to determine, as much as poilible, the neceffity of 
treating all diforders according to the different conftitutions 
and fate of blood, &c. &c. after reafoning on the caufes of dif- 
eafes, from their abfolute and certain effects, or appearances after 
death. Such demonftrations and medical fa¢ts will, in time, 
overturn all vain imaginary hypothefes, and render the practice 
of phyfic more clear and intelligible, | 
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Cur igitur nefas reperiri aliquid a nobis quod ante 
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INTRODUCTION. 


To preferve a remarkable initance of cure 
in the /eirrbous and cancerous ulcer of the 
womb, an ulcer of the rectum, &c., when 
the moft fkilful phyficians, by purfuing the . 
common modes of practice, failed; are the 
fubfequent letters introduced, 

Thefe diforders have been, and are, uni- 
verfally confidered incurable, and, in many 
 inftances, this is the truth; but as the fol- 
_ lowing cafe was cured by the means commu- 
nicated, and as other cafes fince have been 
cured by fimilar means ; the omiffion of fuch 
facts, however extraordinary they may ap- 
pear, would have been a violation to huma- 
nity. What has happened may happen. As 
the gentle modes recommended can do no 
mifchief, and as they have fucceeded, and 

may hereafter fucceed, it is a fufficient jufti- 


fication 
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fication to the author for re-publifhing the 
letters. It is not to gratify refentment that 
they were ever publithed ; but to ferve fo- 
ciety, by fubmitting it to mankind, whether 
improvements, or even attempts at improve- 
ment, fhould not be candidly received ? and 
not, as is too often the-cafe, violently op- 

ofed. Itis the common fate of improvers 
to be loaded with fcurrility and rancorous 
cenfure: it is the duty of the cenfured, un- 
der fuch circumftances, to be vigilant, and rife 
fuperior to the fhafts of envy. No perfon 
who difcovers, or wifhes to difcover, what 
hath been before unknown, has any right to 
expect more candor than former diftinguifhed 
improvers have experienced. An ambitious 
zeal to excel, will ever produce envious ca- 
lumniators: the moft benevolent friends of 
human nature have, at firft, been treated as 
enemies to fociety; not becaufe the detrac- 
tors thought them fo, but becaufe it is expe- 
dient, in the opinion of the indolent, that 
fuperior merit fhould be crufhed; left the af- 
fumed pretenfions of thofe, who fhine in| 
the common beaten paths of erroneous prac- 


tice, fhould be obfcured. 


A 
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We cannot be too folicitous to correct the 
errors of a profeflion, which has nothing lefs 
than the reftitution of health, or the prefer- 
vation of life for its objects. The praCice 
of phytic, you well know, Sir, in its moft 
improved ftate, is often ineffectual to attain 
thefe important ends; and when this hap- 
pens, we can only lament the uncertainty of 
a defective art. Failures of this kind are, 
however, blamelefs, becaufe they are invo- 
luntary : but if a phyfician fuffers the inter- 
pofition of any private view, to fruftrate the 
utility of what is really known, he gives a 
fhock to humanity, and deferves the feverett 
cenfures, An imperious opinion of one’s 
own 
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own {kill is often the caufe of errors of this 
nature. A great reputation inclines the poffef- 
for to difapprove of any difcovery which is not 
of his own acquifition. Men are too apt 
to make their own knowl¢dge the criterion 
of perfection. But it fhould be remembered, 
that when an art is imperfect, it is of courfe 
improveable, and that one may difcover, what 
may have efcaped the greateft penetration and. 
judgment of another. “A conftant, an honeft 
inclination, therefore, of warmly embracing 
every probable means of effecting the great 
intentions of the profefiion, fhould always 
actuate a phyfician. The greateft abilities, 
Sir, have but a partial pretenfion to fame, 
where this inclination is wanting—they may 
raife the admiration of the world; but it is 
the relief of patients that muft make them 
refpectable. 

It is no pleafure to me, Sir, that I have 
an occafion to addrefs, in this public manner, 
a gentleman of your diftinguifhed character 
in the profeffion: but your extraordinary 
conduct, in a late unfortunate event, obliges 
me to introduce to public view circumftances 


that affect both our characters. 
| Some 
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Some fuccefs which had happily attended 
my treatment of cancers of the breafts, and 
other parts, being known to perfons of dif- 
tinction, I had the honor to be recommended 
by a lady of quality to attend the late Lady 

H— As you then vifited her Lady- 


fhip, it was fubmitted to your determination, 


whether the reafons of my recommendation 
were worthy of your attention, or their ex- 
pectations. You objected to the propofal of 
the noble friends of the deceafed Lady, who 
had nothing in view but the moft affe@tionate 
_ withes for her Ladyfhip’s relief. You faid 
on that occafion, Sir, ‘* That you thought it 
“< would be highly imprudent to admit a ftran= 
“ ger; that I might increafe her Ladyfbip’s 
‘* pain; and that you did not think it poffible 
«©. that any relief could be obtained.” 
Thefe opinions of a phyfician, eminently 
 diftinguifhed in the profeffion, could not 
fail of anfwering their purpofes. The idea 
of more pain, to a lady already in extreme 
torture, joined with the word ftranger, alarm- 
ed the apprehenfions of her Ladythip’s 
friends, and effectually prevented my being 
confulted in fo important an affair. An af- 
fair, 
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fair, Sir, in which your reputation was fo 
highly concerned, that even from motives of . 
common prudence, it might be naturally fup- 
pofed, you would have carefully avoided every 

imputation that could in the leaft affe& your 

character. 
In confequence of your objeftions, Lady 
Mary F— waited on the lady, by whom I 
had the honour to be recommended, and, af- 
ter returning her Ladyfhip thanks, related 
your difapprobation of my affiftance. Were 
the motives of your conduct confined to 
yourfelf, I fhould be filent on the fubject : 
but as they may have an extenfive influence 
in the profeffion, and may in fome inftances 
prove deftructive to fociety, it becomes abfo- 
lutely neceffary to fubject them to public ob- 
fervation. Previous, however, to any par- 
ticular animadverfions, Iam under the ne- 
ceflity of relating the following well-authen- 
ticated fact, becaufe it was the very reafon 
of my being fo warmly propofed. The pub- 
lic will then be enabled to determine, whe- 
ther your oppofition to me, Sir, was con- 
fiftent with that humanity and care which 
, fhould 
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fhould conftantly influence the practice of a 
phyfician. 

In the “year 1767, M.S., a lady in the 
country, perceived fome {mall eruptions in 
feveral parts of the fkin. Dr. Bates, a phy- 
fician efteemed in the neighbourhood, pre- 
{cribed a lotion. Afterwards, by the advice 
of Mr. Edmonds, a fkilful furgeon,.a quick- 
- filver girdle was worn. This was perfifted 
in a.confiderable time, and the eruptions dif- 
appeared. 

In the year 1768 many eruptions re-ap- 
peared, and were troublefome on any confi- 
derable motion or exercife. Several medi- 
_ cines being adminiftered without any benefit, 
the lady was advifed to go to Brighthelm- 
ftone, to bathe in the fea, and drink falt wa- 
ter. She likewife bathed at a certain period, 
_which, though very hazardous, has been too 
often advifed by unfkilful practitioners near 
the fea. — 

- Thefe methods produced a great relaxation 
without curing the eruptions, and probably 
laid the foundation of thofe complaints, which 
afterwards became fo dangerous and alarm- 
ing. A pain was foon felt near the neck of 

5 the 
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the vefica urinaria ; and this was fucceeded 
by a fwelling, which frequently fuppreffled 
the urine. 

From this time the fymptoms became 
more violent; the pain in the tumor was fo 
exquifite, that the lady was frequently de- 
prived of reft. Dr. Bates prefcribed the 
common uterine remedies, judicioufly think- 
ing, as I have been informed by the family, 
the cafe to be an wicer of the bladder, ora 
fcirrbus of the uterus. | 

Thefe complaints gradually increafed for 
two or three years; and the lady finding no 
relief from any remedy which was prefcribed 
by the medical. gentlemen of the country in 
which fhe refided, it was thought neceflary 
to confult another phyfician. Dr. Smith, a 
gentleman of diftinguifhed eminence, and one 
of our profeffors in the univerfity of Oxford, 
was accordingly confulted. , 

At this time the lady was incapable of ufing 
any exercife without pain. The urine was 
fometimes fupprefied; at others, it iffued in- 
voluntarily, commonly occafioning great un- | 
eafinefs. There was a fanious difcharge, 
which was confiderable, and fharp darting 

pains 
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pains like labor. Dr. Smith prefcribed as 
~< follows: - | pice | 


 . Emuls. commun. fine facch. ppt. Zifs. 
Sperm. cet.in muc. ¢. Arab, folut. 
Terr. rub, briftol. fubtilifs. levigat. 
_ Bals. Canadens. folut, aa. Di. 
Tinét, Stypt. Eaton. ver. 


Cinnam. _ : 
~ Syr. alth. aa. 3i. m. f. Hauft. famend. 6 quaq. hora. Bibat 
| aq. pyrmont. rec.‘cyath. temp. inter. Hauit. med. addendo 
primo chalyb, folut. in fucc. cydon. rec. coch. i. vel 
minim. et 
For M.S. . 7 J. S. Oxford. 
Oct. 26, 17726 


Thefe remedies not in the leaft alleviating 
the fymptoms, the fame gentleman was again 
confulted. The following is an authentic 
copy of his letter on this occafion, to Mr. 
Edmonds, furgeon, at Wendover, the ori+ 
ginal of which I have in my poffeffion. 


ay 

‘* Tam forry for the account you give of - 

‘* our patient; it is not improbable but the 
‘* fteel may bea little too rough and aftrin- 
«« gent for her. I was defirous of attempt- 


NOt. bee ee P “ing. 
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eeé 


ing fomething more than barely to palliate, 
and {till am unwilling to give up the 
attempt; at the fame time I with, moft 
fincerely, that M. S. could be conveyed 
to town, in order to have a confultation 
of the moft eminent phyficians and fur- 
geons upon her cafe. ‘They probably may 
be able to find out, by examining carefully 
the urinary paffages with a leaden or 
wax candle, or bougie, exactly the feat of 
the complaint, which is acircumftance of 
great importance; mean while fhe may 
take as follows: 


| 
‘ 


. Puly, e Tragacanth. comp. 


Sperm. cet. pulv. , 

G. olib. pulv. 

Terr. rub, Brifto). fubtilifs. lavigat. aa. 3ij. cum fyrap. alth. 
q. f. eleCtuar. cujus capiat. Q.N.M. mane, meridie, & noéte. 

Superbib. decott. feq. 3ilj.‘vel iii}. | 


. Decoét. pectoral. q. s. coquend. 


Addendo fol. tuffilag. 
Heder. terreftr. aa, 3ij. Rad. helen 3{s. colat Ibf. 


» Elect, lenitiv. 3). 


Magnes. alb. 
Flor. fulph. lot. aa. 3ij. m. & eum 


Syr. ros. folut. f. ele€tuar. cujus capiat 3). vel ij. 
In alvi nimia aftriGione. 


I / <¢ Affes 
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« Affes milk, frefh whey, and milk diet 
in general, are certainly proper. The 
Pyrmont water may be drank ad Ldsrum, 
provided it does not occafion the curd- 


ling of milk in the ftomach. 


“* IT have been looking into Boerhaave, 


Hoffman, Sauvage, and others, for fome 


light in this very troublefome cafe, but 
can find nothing greatly to my fatisfac- 
tion. Milk diet, foft mucilages, balfam 
copaiba, fulphureous waters. ‘Thefe are 
the principal things recommended, I can- 
not conclude without wifhing again, that 
a confultation may be had, and the fooner 
the better. I am, Sir, with beft wifhes 
for our patient’s recovery, and compli- 


ments to the family, 


STR: 
< Your moft obedient fervant, 
| as eas 2 Sg Case oe Oe 
Oxford, 


Noy. 6, 1772. 


After the patient had perfifted about four- 


teen days in this plan, without ij relief, the 
family, according to the advice of the learned 


P 2 Dr. Smith, 
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Dr. Smith, carefully removed the lady to 


London, to a houfe in Taviftock Street. — 


The great reputation, Sir, which you have 
acquired from your extenfive practice in fe- 


minine difeafes, induced her friends to con-— 


clude it expedient to apply to you, in a cafe 
which had fuch affinity with that branch of 
practice for which you have been fo emi- 
nently diftinguifhed. 

When you was confulted, you immediately 
declared the cafe to be a /cirrhous and cance- 
rous ulcer of the uterus, and prefcribed the 
following : 


| For M.S. 
B. Aq. Menth. pip. Simp. 3ifs. 
G. Arab. 3ij. : 
Ting. Thebaic. gutt. xxv. M, hauft. h. S. fumend. 
WH: 


Nov. 23,-14772. The initials for 


William Hunier. 


The firft prefcription, Sir, it is evident, 
was only intended as a palliative, to act by 
its opiate qualities, and was by ‘no means 
calculated to remove fuch an inveterate dif- 
temper. 


From 
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From ‘perceiving the diforder very danger- 
ous, you advifed a confultation. Dr. Forhergii/ 
met you the next day ; and, after a deliberate 
examination of the cafe, the following pre- 


{cription was written : 


K. Aq. Menth. pip. Simp- 3ifs. 
G. Arab. Dij. 
Tint. Vhebaic. gutt. xxv. M. f, hauft, 
Hac noéte fumend, & craftina repetend, 
BK. Aq. Pure, 
— Cinnam. ten. aa. 3j. 
OL Ricini 3iij. 
G, Arab. 3{s. Syr Simp. q. s. f. hauft. cras primo oe 
-& pott horas iv. repetend. fi opus fuerit. 
RK. Aq. Menth. pip. Simp. 3 vj. 
—Spirit 3 fs. 


Syr.Croci 3}. 
Tinét, ‘Thebaic. gutt. xij. M. » capiat coch, ij. urgenie 


naufea, 
Wee ee 78 
24 The initials for 
as ay )  Wiltiam Hunter. 
| ; 1 eee Ffobn Pothergill, 


We fill fee from thefe prefcriptions, that 
nothing more was intended, than to palliate 
the fymptoms. 

The opiates, as I obferved before, were 


preferibed to eafe pain; the ol. Ricini, to. 
keep 
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keep the inteflines gently lax, and to coun- 
teract the aftringent qualities of the opzum; 
for a coftivenefs immediately followed your 
firft prefcription. The mixture, with the 
mint water, was ordered for a ficknefs of the 
ftomach and vomiting, which the pains had 
occafioned, which is a concomitant fymptom 
from fympathy of parts. At this time, then, 
no.method was attempted to radically cure 
the difeafe. | 

On_the 26th of November, you and Dr. 
Fothergill met and confulted again on the 
cafe. You then prefcribed, 


K Aq. Menth. pip. Simp. 3ifs. 
Ting. Thebaic. gutt. xx. 
G. Arab Dij. f. hauft. omni note fumend. 
Cras mane capiat hauft. cu. ol. Ricini. 
Prefcript. & diebus alternis repet. 
Addendo ol. Ricini 3j. vel 3ij fi opus erit. 
Pergat in ufu Julepi prefcripti pro re nata.’ 


W ° H r) J e F ~ 
iB The initials for © 
a 772 William Hunter. 


‘John Fothergill, 


The fame plan we find was perfifted in, 
though not the leaft relief had been obtained. 


On 
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On the 26th, you and Dr. Fothergill met 
again in confultation, and pref{cribed as 
follows : 


Repet. hauft. anodyn. noviffime prefcript. omni noéte. 


R 


fumend. 


K. Extract. Cicute 3ij. f. pil. xxx. (non deaurand.) capiat 
zegra ij. meridie ij. vefperi, & ij. h. f | 
R. Rad. Sarfaparil. 3ifs cog. in aq. pur. fb. ifs ad ib. i. cola. 
tur: adde ag. nuc. mofch. 3). capt. coch. viij. poft 
pil. prafcript. meridie & vefpert. H. S. capiat hauft. 
anodyn, poft eafdem pilulas. 
R. Aq. pure 3X. _ 
— nuc mofch, 3). 
Magnes. Alb. 
Troch. de fulph. aa. 3fs. f. hauft. 
Sumend. mané, quotidie addendo TinG. Jalap. gutt. 
xxx vel xl. loco aq. nuc. mofch. fi alvus quotidie 
non refponderit. 


eae The initials for 
yn? | William Hunter. 
Fobn Fothergill. 


We now find that the Lem/ock, that fafhion- 
able and deftrudtive drug, is exhibited, but 
without the leaft advantage; it, however, 
enables us to draw this conclufion, that the 
cafe was treated as a cancer. Soon after the 
lady had taken the hemlock, a giddinefs 

: of 
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of the head was complained of, and a 
lofs of memory was the confequence, which 
continued a confiderable time. | 

Thefe laft.prefcriptions were perfifted in 
till the 7th of December, during which time 
the fymptoms became more violent ; the 
lady continued in extreme mifery, and her — 
‘memory became fo much impaired, that 
fhe could fcarce recollect any tranfaction 
one minute paft. This laft complaint I muft 
attribute to the Aemlock, becaufe I have 
known feveral inftances where this noxious 
drug has produced fimilar effects without 
any advantage, and one in particular, where 
it brought on comatofe fymptoms, and in- 
conteftibly proved fata/. I could here 
animadvert on the impropriety of the fore-_ 
going prefcriptions ; but it is fufficient, at 
this time, to obferve, that they were not in 
the leaft fuccefsful. | 

On the 7th of December, in confultation 
with Dr. Fothergill, you prefcribed, 


Ik. Julep. e Creta cum dimid, facch 3ifs, 
. Amy]. vulg. 3ifs. 
Aq, cin, ten. 3), 
| Tine. 
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Ting. Theb. gutt. ij. f. hauft. 8va quaq. hora fumend, 
H, S. repetatur hautt. aoe prefeript. 


. eer The initials of 
| se : William Hunter. 
he Fothergill. 


On the roth, Dr. Rothepesll vifited the pa- 


tient, and ordered, 


B Julep. e Creta 3x. 

Aq. Cin. Spirit. 3ifs. 

‘Polv. Rhei gr. vij. f. hauft. quamprimum fumendus, 
Deinde pergat in ufu hauft. e Creta prefcript. horis 
oftavis. addend. fingul, P. nuc. mofch tor. gr. vij. H. S. 
Capt. hauft. anodyn. preefeript. 


es ype 
——T! ae . 
xi an ‘The anitials of 


Fobn Lothergill, 


Thefe cretaceous preparations, joined with 
gentle cardiacs, were intended to relieve a 
diarrhoea, that probably arofe from an irrita- 
tion in the rectum, which was afterwards 
productive of an w/cer in that inteftine. 

On the 14th of December you confulted 
Dr, Fothergill a fifth time, and then found 
that every fymptom had increafed fince you . 
and Dr, Fothergill had attended the patient. 

This 
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This ill fuccefs, joined with fome addi- 
tional fymptoms, which you and Dr. Fother- 
gill concluded were very alarming and dange- 
rous, induced you candidly to acknowledge 
your inabilities to relieve the lady. You 
declared to Captain S., the brother of the pa- 
tient, in the prefence of many other friends 
and relations, that the diforder was abfolutely 
incurable. Dr. Fothergill was of the fame 
opinion. On your being queftioned by a 
lady prefent, who had a fincere affetion for 
the patient, how long you thought M. S. 
would live, you anfwered, it was impoffible 
to determine that; but you exprefied, in a 
pathetic manner, that you was fenfibly af- 


fected on a reflection, that we fhould fuffer — 


extreme mifery before her departure. You 
then, Sir, advifed, that fhe fhould be removed 
with all poffible care into the country, 


The laft prefcription is as follows: 

Perfiftat in ufu hauft. anodyn. prefcript. fi alvus ad- 
ftria fuerit, mané capt. aq. purg. (Jeffopens Dit.) 3vj. 
vel Zviij. vel g, s. ad alvum femel quotidie fabmovendum. 

Wo Hes aes 

4) The initials of 
seis | Wilham Hunter. 
tobn Fotbergill. 
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The foregoing prefcriptions were certainly 
inadequate to the cure of fuch an obftinate 
difeafe : but as it is the common, though a 
mott futile mode of practice, as every experi- 
enced and reflecting phyfician ought to 
know; a deviation from it, perhaps, would 
have been confidered erroneous, as being op- 
pofite to the rules of art, or the common 
beaten roads of practice. Eftablithed ma- 
xims, however contrary to deep philofophical 
reafoning, however unfuccefsful, are feldom 
relinquifhed; though the prefervation of 
life may be frequently dependant on it. 

I {hall now endeavour to bring to your re- 
collection, a true ftate of the lady’s fituation, 
at the time you and Doéfor Forhergill declined 
attendance. 

You may remember, Sir, that there was a 
feirrbus of the uterus, which produced inex- 
preffible and conftant darting pains. There 
was a continual fanious difcharge of that com- 
plexion and fetor, which characterife a cance- 
rous ulcer; the patient was under the dif- 
agreeable neceflity of lying in bed, for the 
natural evacuation of the urine and feces, 
and both were attended with exquifite pain, 

ie and 
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and a confiderable quantity of acrimonious, 
purulent pus. From the laft I concluded 
that there was an w/cerin the rectum. Thefe 
fymptoms, after the adminiftration _of the 
opiates and cretacious medicines, were ac- 
‘companied with coftivenefs, the moft excru- 
ciating pains, cold fhiverings, naufea, and 
fometimes vomitings, lofs of pei and a 
countenance which feemed to foretel a total 
diffolution. So emaciated and aL was 
the patient, that nature feemed too weak to 
affift the operation of any medicine. A 
great part of the furface of the body was 
covered with f{corbutic eruptions; the coun- 
tenance was f{qualid; teeth black; and the 
leaft motion, even:from the bed to a fopha, 
occafioned the moft painful fenfations. _ At 
this time The Lord le: Defpencer did. me the 
honor to recommend me, in confequence of © 
_ fuccefs in a cafe which his Lordfhip was | 
_ acquainted with, At the requeft of the 
brother, Captain S., I vifited the lady on 
the, 15th -of December: 1972.0: 1 examined 
minutely every circumftance, and endea- 
youred to gain a clear information of what 


had been EOE by you, and the other 


gentle- 
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gentlemen who had been confulted, and 
tran{mitted the whole immediately to paper, 
which was just as I have related it. 

A confideration of this complicated. cafe 
difpofed me, however, to believe there yet 


remains fome hopes of relief, becaufe fuccefs | 


had already followed former attempts to re- 
move the recent /cirrbus of the uterus, 


though not in fo very defperate a cafe.as the 


prefent. I refolved therefore to adminifter 
fome remedies, which reafon and experience 
induced me to think were more adequate to 
the cure of fuch inveterate complaints, than 


thofe already prefcribed, or in common prac- 


tice. I began with mild alteratives, in very 


{mall dofes, and forbade the ufe of opiates, 
as their bad effects in weakening, greatly over- 
balance the little temporary relief they give. 


Fk. Mercur. dulc. duodecies fubl. praparat. & loti. 
Sulph, aurat. antimon. partes zquales, tere fimul in mortarie 
vitreo per xij. horas, f. pulvis. 3 
_ Kk. Hujus pulveris Dj. Confect. demcorat. q. 8. f pile No. xx. 
fumat unam ter in die. 
RK. Pulv. fal. nitr. | 
ABthiop. min. aa. 3fs. M. accurate, mult4 tituratione, f. pul- 
vis, dividendus in xx dofes, quarum capiat: unam poft fin- 
gulam pilulam ex coch. ij, aque hordeatz. 
Emulfio communis bibenda pro potu ordinario, 
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Diet prefcribed. 


All acids and fruits to be avoided. 

Liquids of all forts to be ufed very fpa- 
ringly. | 

All fpirituous and vinous liquors to be ab- 
ftained from. 

Light meats to be eaten for dinner, if the 
ftomach fhould bear them. 

All vegetables and roots to be avoided. 


Obfervations. 


1. Acids difagree with mineral alteratives; 
| the caufes, chemiftry and phyfiology will af- 


certain. 


2. Large draughts of aqueous liquors re- 


lax the ftomach, acting as a fomentation. — 
3. Spirituous and vinous liquors produce 

falfe fpirits, caufe heat, and retard digeftion. 

4. Light meats afford the beft nourifh- 


ment. 


5. Vegetables, during digeftion, increafe. 


fermentation and wind ; thefe diftending the 


inteftines, comprefs the difeafed parts, and. 


caufe an increafe of pain. 


Theft. am 


5 
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Thefe new methods of treatment, which 
are diametrically oppofite to moft in common, 
ufe, produced fuch excellent effects, that the 
— coftivenefs was removed, and all the fymp- 
toms were alleviated in a fortnight. 

The lady was then conveyed into the coun- 
try, and recovered daily. 

In about one month fhe could fit up three 
or four hours, though in the moft inclement 
part of the winter ; but could not ftand with- 
out the fupport of fwo perfons. . 

The pill was then increafed to one grain 
and a half, guater in die, with the fame pow- 
der, which was taken in julep. e camphora. 

Afterwards the pill was increafed to two 
grains, and the powder was given in the fol- 
lowing folution of camphor : 


K. Camphor. 3ifs. 
Amygdal. decorticat. 33). 
Sacch. alb, 3ifs. tere fimul accurate, deinde adde gradatim 
aq. pur. Ibj. M. f. folutio. 


In about four months more, by continuing 
_ the fame remedies, the lady recovered her 
- memory perfectly, and every difcharge had 
amore favourable appearance. ‘The erupti-. 
_ons entirely difappeared: appetite and natu- 
ral 
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ral reft gradually increafed, which for fome 
years before the patient had been deprived of. 

By a perfeverance in the fame medicines, 

and by gradually increafing their dofes, a 
perfect cure was accomplifhed in eleven 
months. 
_ The lady continues in perfect health, can 
ride on horfeback, walk up an afcent, and 
ufe any moderate exercife, without the leaft 
inconvenience. 

This, Sir, you well know, is a plain nar- 
ration of that cafe, for which I had the ho- 
nor to be recommended by Lady A. to attend 
the late Lady A. 

You are well acquainted, Sir, with my 
being confulted in the cafe of M.S. You 
vifited that lady in Taviftock Street, after 
fhe became my patient, and knew the reme- 
dies adminiftered. Upon your enquiring of 
Captain S., whether I had pofitively pro- . 
nounced the cafecurable, you were informed, 
that [Thad made no pofitive affertions, but 
exprefied. fome hopes of fuccefs. ‘To this 
anfwer you honourably replied, « rhat you 
«< phought I bad acted lke a man of candor and 
‘© gudgment.” 


is You 
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You were perfectly well informed of my 
- fuccefs in the cafe of M.S. at the time I was 
propofed to be confulted by Lady H 's 
friends, becaufe you had feen the Lady M.S. 
in perfect health, fince the cure. Would it, 
then, have been inconfiftent, either with the 
honour or integrity of a phyfician, to have 
affented, nay, urged the neceflity of my ate 
fiftance? The cafes, you know, were fimilar : 
_ but let us fuppofe, Sir, that you were unac- 
quainted with the fuccefsful treatment of that 


individual cafe; did it not carry fome ap- 
pearance of a want of candor to oppofe any 
other phyfician, from whom even the leaft 
relief might have been expected ; efpecially 
when you had even relinquifhed all hopes of 
a cure, and had acknowledged yourfelf, in 
conjunction with Dr. Fothergill, incapable of 
rendering any fervice? From your want of 
 fuccefs in M.S., you had every reafon to 
conclude, that you could be of no fervice to 
Lady H: In a cafe, Sir, where ex- 
treme pain and danger fhould have awakened 
your fenfibility, humanity for once fhould 


have overcome your pride, and prevented 
you from concluding, that the fruitlefs at- 
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tempts of your own {kill was a fufficient ar- 
gument for the impoffibility of a cure. We 
have great caufe, however, to lament, that 
many have fallen victims to fuch medical 
vanity. | 
It was not derogatory to your character, 
that you, Dr. Forhergill, or the other phyfi- 
cians, who were confulted by M.58., were 
incapable of curing a cancer. It has been a 
univerfal maxim, among both ancients and 
moderns, that fuch diforders were, in gene- 
ral, incurable. Hzppocrates, Celfus, and the 
other ancients ; Boerhaave, Hoffman, and the 
greateft of the moderns, have all acknow- 
ledged the difficulty, or impoffibility of it. 
Your reputation, Sir, was too well efta- 
blithed, to fuffer any diminution from the 
fuccefs of another ; and, perhaps, this is the 
only inftance where you have unfortunately 
violated your confcience without increafing 
your fame. Ido not mean to aggravate the 
uneafinefs an important, and, perhaps, wil- 
ful omiffion muft occafion. I only with that 
this fatal example may teach you to regulate 
your future conduct, and bring to your recol- 
J 2 Tection 
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leGion this ufeful truth; that a phyfcian, 
though his reputation be ever fo great, cannot — 
always, by his ow knowledge, fulfil his sh 
to the public, or his patient. 

You know, Sir, that the moft trifling cir- 
cumftances have raifed fome phyficians and fur= _ 
- geons to the higheft fame; fuch know well 

the impoffibility of detection, and fmile lux- 

urioufly at the unfufpicious credulity of man- 
kind. I will hope, that you have raifed your 
reputation on a more folid foundation, by 
fuperior merit. If fo, I fenfibly feel for you, 
: pity you, and.am concerned, that one, who 
has arrived to every honour which can be an- 
nexed to our ufeful profeffion, fhould de- 
fcend to hazard, in one moment, the labor of 
his whole life. If, however, the injurious 
infinuations of one phyfician were only point- 
ed againtt another, they would admit of fome 
extenuation, for they might be termed s/ibe- 
ral: but when they affect the life of a patient, 
they muft be confidered inhuman. 

For let us fuppofe, Sir, that I had been 
introduced, and had anfwered the expecta 
tions the noble friends of the deceafed lady 
had fome reafon to entertain, would my fuc- 
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cefs, in giving her ladyfhip relief, have dif- 
turbed your tranquillity? If, Sir, the gratifi- 
cation of a difingenuous difpofition was your 
object, my failure in the attempt, which 
your fuppofed fuperior abilities no doubt fug- 
gefted, afforded a proper occafion ; becaufe I 
fhould have been liable to the cenfure of va- 
nity and prefumption. But there is great 
reafon to fuppofe, Sir, that you were not a 
competent judge; becaufe you pronounced, 
that it was impoffible to cure M.S., and you 
have received demonftration, that your opinion 
waserroneous. You had, therefore, no more 
reafon to imagine a cure was impracticable 
in one patient than in another: you had been 
miftaken in one inftance; and you ought to 
have concluded, that you were likely to be 
miftaken in another. 

Perhaps, Sir, you may aflign, as a reafon 
for your oppofition to me, that the cafes were 
not fimilar: but from an information which 
can be depended on, the difference was only 
this, Lady H————’s cafe was lefs complex 
than that of M.S.; for which reafon it was 
probably more eafy to cure: Lady H——— 
had not fuffered the complaint above two 


years ; 
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years; M.S. a much longer time: her La- 
dyfhip’s cafe was a cancer, and you perfifted 
in a fimnilar plan with that you adopted for 
‘M.S. I believe, Sir, it will be thought, 
that your failure of fuccefs in the former pa- 
tient ought to have prevailed on you to have 
attempted another method in the latter. You 
will reply, you did: it is very true ; a /ecret 
remedy, a noftrum, received your approbation, 
and was exhibited to your noble patient by 
Mr. Juftamond ; fome adage? a it feems, 
of arfenic. 

I have already obferved the pernicious ef- 
fects of hemlock and opium in the cafe of 
M.S.; yet in the cafe of Lady H— 
they were ufed with the moft unlimited free- 
dom, without anfwering one falutary purpofe 


whatever. Befides a fecret remedy, which I 


have mentioned, no lefs than 1 500 drops of 
liquid laudanum were given every day ; hen- 
Jock ufed in baths, and in every “manner 
which art could contrive. I want words to 
exprefs the horrid idea I have of fuch empurz- 
cal practices ; and am aftonifhed to fee them 
countenanced by a man, whofe {mooth addrefs 
has acquired fuch Aime reputation. 
Your 
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Your want of fuccefs, Sir, in your firft at- 
tempts of curein Lady H.’s cafe, perhaps 
might have made you fenfible of an ineffica- 
cious practice ; but the alteration. you adopted 
teftifies no rational view of improvement: © 
for can a fecret remedy, a quackery projecl, be 
' rationally given, to anfwer this or any other 
purpofe? Will it be confidered, Sir, that the 
dignity of the profeflion was fupported, when 
you aflented ; or was it confiftent with the | 
knowledge and reputation of a phyfician? | 
A little confideration, Sir, would have taught 
you, that there never was, nor perhaps never 
will be, an infallible fpecific for any difeafe. 
The reafon is obvious; there is as great a 
diverfity in the conftitutions, as in the faces 
and tempers of mankind, which muft con- 
{tantly produce a variation in practice. It is 
a clear knowledge of this diverfity which can 
qualify us to apply our remedies judicioufly, 
and diftinguifhes the real learned phyfician 
from the bold enterprifing pretenders to 

secrets. 12 
Two practitioners, as regularly bred asyour- 
felf, are warmly recommended to your con- 
fideration ; the one keeps his practice a pro- 
; | ~ feund 
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found myfterious /ecret ; the other openly 
~avows to all the world his new-invented me- 
thods of treatment, and proves his fuccefs on 
one of your own patients, after you and Dr, 
Fothergill had deferted her as_irrecoverably 
loft. What conduct does the learned Dr, 
Hunter purfue under thefe circumitances ? He 
approves of the exhibition of a noffrum, of 
which he knew nothing of its compofition or 
effects, and without evident proofs of its fuc- 
cefs ; but rejects the admiffion of a plan of 
cure, which he himfelf had feen fuccefsful, 
The caufes of fuch conduct require, no ani= 

madverfion. | 
Numerous inftances, which have fallen 
within my own obfervation, of the depraved 
tendency of the moft celebrated noftrums in 
vogue, convince me, that they are generally 
the lucrative ftratagems of artful men, to im- 
‘pofe on the credulity of the community. 
Were the pernicious effects of fuch remedies 
as well known ‘to the public, ‘as their pre- 
tended virtues are extolled by their inventors, 
we fhould have an equal deteftation and ab- 
~horrence for them and their authors: but 
while mankind will fuffer themfelves to be 
impofed 
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impofed on, fo long will men appear who are 
capable of executing the impofition.. You 
will remember, Sir, that Lady H. took a 
_ fecret remedy ; the event has proved its falli- 
bility, and it is well if it proves nothing 
more. | 
Iam fenfible, Sir, that the conftant flattery 
and unlimited confidence which fome court 
phyficians receive, are often productive of a 
felf-fufficiency and pride which lead them 
into errors. They eafily perfuade themfelves, 
that their practice and knowledge are fuperior 
to others, when the Pudlic are inclined to 
think fo: but the infuperable difficulties con- 
ftantly met with in every attempt to cure 
fome difeafes, fhould humble any vanity 
which might arife from fuccefs in others. 
I know, Sir, any folicitude to remove pre- 
judices in men, fo felf-fufficient and felf-im- 
portant as fome well-received phyficians are, 
is an arduous tafk. Men advanced in years, 
whofe prejudices are habitual, who poffefs a_ 
plenitute of pride and practice, have little 
time for reflection. Endeavours of this nature 
are treated with a fupercilious contempt; and 
anv defires to improve the art frequently ex- 
cite 
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cite envy in proportion to their merit, and 
illiberally are termed snnovations ; they meet 
with every oppofition which artifice can 
invent, or medical grimace furnifh. I could 
produce feveral inftances of the moft exalted 
characters, that have been perfecuted and de- 
tefted by the faculty for what has rendered 
their names immortal. I fearce know oné 
improvement in the hiftory of medicine, 
which has not met witha ftrong oppofition. 
It is a melancholy refleGtion, that a man 
fhould incur the difpleafure of the members 
of his profeffion for thofe very inventions 
which merit the approbation and efteem of 
all mankind. Let us refle@, for a moment, 
on the fate of Vefalius, Harvey, and the ins 
troducers of chemical remedies, bark, anti« 
mony, and mercury ; not to mention your | 
own unmerited oppofition to your difcoveries 
in the lymphatic fyftem. 

Yet the commion modes of practice are fres 
quently fo inadequate to the obftinacy of 
fome difeafes, ‘that Lam. difpofed to think, 
every rational attempt to improve our art is 
laudable. It is not unreafonable to affirm, 
that nothing lefs than a perfect cure fhould 

| fatisfy . 
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fatisfy a phyficidn: When the practice ex 
tends no farther than to palliate a curable dif- 
eafe, it plainly demonftrates a defective 
knowledge. It may be prefumed, from what 
has been already difcovered, that the diffi- 
culty of curing fome difeafes is not owing to 
any defect in nature or art in fupplying us 
with remedies, but to an indolence and felf- 
fufficiency, which prevent their difcovery: 
We fhould therefore fufpect the ill fuccefs to 
be frequently owing to a want of knowledge: 
The limits of human underftanding are fo 
confined, conftitutions and difeafes fo various, 
and the fuccefs in many inftances fo doubt- 
ful, that thefe things, ona ferious reflection, 
give us little reafon to be vain. We fhould 
always recollect how much we pretend to, 
and yet how little we comprehend in the ims 
menfe fields of medical {cience. : 

The confidence repofed in a phyfician is of 
a very ferious nature; and when he acts at 
the fick bed, ona principle of fuperiority over 
others of his profeffion, unlefs he may be 
fuppofed quite perfect, his patients muft fuf- 
fer for the vanity of his imaginary triumph. 
We cannot be too fufpicious of our abilities ; 


we - 
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we fhould endeavour to improve by every 
-miftake, and generally conclude ourfelves 
miftaken, when we are not fuccefsful. It is 
no difgrace to acknowledge, but infamous 
and deftructive to fociety to perfiftin error. 
Perhaps, Sir, a few obfervations which I 
publithed i ina treatife on the difeafes of the 
; breafts of women, with fome ftrictures on the | 
indifcriminate ufe of /ow diet, and’ the new 
- dangerous methods of treatment during lying- 
in, may have had fome fhare ‘in your oppofing 
my afliftance ; as they might appear to attack 
fome of your favourite practices in midwifery. 
If general cenfures of prejudices, injurious in 
their confequences, was a fufficient incentive 
for you to become my private enemy, I hope 
the readers of that little publication will find 
no great reafon to agree with you. I had no 
intention to depreciate the reputation of any 
practitioner ; my view, and only view, was 
to prevent the fatal effects of the prejudices 
of fome phyfician men-midwives, who fer- 
vilely creep by flattery into practice, under 
your aufpices. 
Thefe evils were too alarming to efcape 
my notice, being at that time in full mid- 
wifery 
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wifery practice. I faw them with concern 3 
but it was compaffion for the fufferers, not a 
diflike to the practitioners, that induced me 
to make my obfervations. We had much to 
fear that the experiments of men fo eminent, 
would become an eftablifhed prattice—exper7- 
ments which feemed to be more the projeéfs of 
a wanton fancy, than the deliberate dictates of 
réeafon and experience: but a tendernefs for 
the characters of the parties reftrained that 
mode of expofition, which a malevolent dif- 
pofition, perhaps, might have made ufe of. 

The deftructive effects of thofe midwifery 
projects fhould be the caufe of their aboli- 
tion: if not, | may engage in the defence of 
fuffering females with lefs regard to the cha- 
racters of fome men-midwives, who have pa- 
tronifed thofe unfkilful practices out of com- 
plaifance to your vifionary hypothefis. 

I hope, Sir, that thefe obfervations will not 
only be of fome fervice to the public, but an- 
fwer another purpofe, and be an inftruction 
toyou. They may teach you, for the future, 
that a fuccefslefs effort in your practice ought 
to incite you to look farther than the limits 
of your own knowledge ; and that every pro- 

4 | bability. 


eae ee 


AND CURE OF A CANCER OF THE WOMB. 237 


bability of relief fhould be embraced in cafes 
‘of extreme danger. Let, then, fome prin- 
ciple of benevolence, for the future, mode- 
rate your ambition: for be affured, that it is 
the approbation of one’s own confcience, 
which muft give a value to the encomiums 
of mankind. ie 


| .am, “Sis, 
Your moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 


WILLIAM ROWLEY. 


Sept. 29, 1774." 


* This was the original date of the letter. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


PREVIOUS to the introduétion of the fe- 
cond letter againft Dr. Hunter, it may be ne- 
_ceffary to communicate fome circumftances 
that happened, becaufe they will throw a 
light on the following fubjeé, and convey an 
idea of the manner in which Reviews may 
be conducted. 

Captain M~——., an officer high in the 
efteem of the Lord Le Defpencer, after fuf- 
fering great mifery, many years, from fero- 
phulous ulcers in his arms and legs, without 
receiving benefit from confulting feveral re= 


a putable furgeons and phyficians i in this town, 


was cured by my prefcribing a proper regi« 
wien, fmall dofes of mercurius dulcis duodectes 
Jublimatus, preparatus aqua lotufque, and m7- - 
‘trum cum camphora. 

This gentleman, from gratitude and the 
_ moft honorable motives, introduced me to 

Lord Le Defpencer, from whom I received 
eVox. by R many 
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many inftances of friendfhip ; and, in con- 
fequence of my having cured Captain M—— 
of the ulcers that had fo long afflicted him, 

was recommended by his Lordfhip to at- 
tend the cafe which is the fubject of the pre- 
ceding letter. 

The cure of the cancerous fcirrhus and 
ulcer of the uterus and rectum being com- 
pleted, it became a fubject of converfation 
amongft feveral perfons of high rank, and 
fome practitioners in medicine and fur- 
gery. If fome of thefe latter, through envy, 
depreciated its merit by dark, undermining 
infinuations, many friends to truth extol- 
led the cure in a manner, perhaps, much 
beyond its defert. ‘Thus malicious reproach 
and eager praife held pace with each other. 
If the cure by mineral alteratives, &c., was 
envioufly cenfured by one party, as an zznova- 
tion in practice, its beneficent effects were 
confidered by another as highly meritorious. 
When envy hiffed, truth and juftice ap- 
plauded. 

The objects of improvement, at that period, 
fo much engaged my attention, that no leifure 
could be appropriated to animadvert on fub- 
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jects of difputation, much lefs to regard pri- 
vate defamation; nor was any inclination 
felt to either attack or to convince opponents : 
this was left to repeated fuccefsful practice, 
as the moft proper bafis for erecting a perma- 
nent fuperftruCture of ufeful knowledge. 
The time is arrived, in which the few 
improvements I have invented are more 
candidly than formerly received, except by 

-tertain phyficians, who confider it their 
intereft to depreciate or fupprefs all new 
difcoveries. | 

A formidable body of medical enemies had 
erected the ftandard of oppofition to the doc- 
trines I had advanced on the cure of wicerated 
legs without reft, which were folemnly con- 
fidered, as fome declared, profeffional annui- 
ties. The cenfures I had publithed on the 
malpractices of fome projecting men-mid- 
wives, awakened their apprehenfions: amongft 
thefe was Dr. Hunter. Shielded, however, 
as I conceived myfelf, by truth, all their pri- 
vate injuries, or falfehoods, were difregarded, 
for no one fue nomine publicly affailed my 

‘ftrictures. My greateft crimes, however, I 

Et ae et believe, 
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believe, were the acquiring extenfive practice, 
and illuftrious friends. 

‘Whoever wifhes to improve a fcience, in 
“which the members are compofed of a mix- 
ture of men of extenfive deep learning, with 
great integrity and honor; and fome of very 
circumfcribed knowledge, with great pré- 
tenfions and felf-interefted motives : it would 
be lofing time to little purpofe either to liften 
to illiberal, unmerited cenfure, to: be elated 
by over-ftrained praife, or to enter into end- 
lefs difputation with rancorous private ene- 
mies, whofe approbation would be a real 
difgrace. 

I need only declare, that on my abfolutely 
refufing my friend, Captain M , to fuf-_ 
fer any alterations in my former letter, I was 
threatened, unlefs I depofited fifty pounds for 
fome anonymous fcribbler or critic, to have . 
myfelf and letter abufed. I treated the pro- 
pofal with laughter, and the menace with 
contempt. The confequence of which was 
the admiffion, probably, of the curious in- 
vective and pfeudo criticifm of my amiable 
opponent: it was, probably, the joint produc- 
tion of the terrifying critic and Dr. Hunter. 

It 
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It attacks virulently my perfon and former 
occupation asa furgeon, as though a man | 
could be a lefs-learned phyfician for having 
been a teacher of anatomy, midwifery, and 
furgery, branches of fcience I lectured on, 
long before I obtained my regular degree as a 
Doctor of Medicine. If fuch grofs abfurdi- 
ties were admiffible, which fome, through 
ignorance or defign, have dared to promul- 
gate, it would follow, the lefs a man knows 
of the feparate branches of his profeffion, or 
the lefs knowledge a man obtains in the art, 
fo much the greater muft his fkill be in prac- 
tice. This is fo palpable a contradiction to 
truth and reafon, that ideots would laugh at 
the affertion, and yet, confined knowledge is 
often fupported by a gravity and referved 
- felf-importance, as though it were equal to — 
extenfive erudition, 

It is fufficient for the world to ee that 
amidit many phyficians, who are an honor to 
_ human nature, certain heterogeneous oppo- 

-fite characters have, do, and perhaps ever 
will, exift ; ill-educated doctors, and other ap- 
pendages to medicine, who, with very fcanty 
pro- 
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profeffional knowledge or practical fkill, 
have, by accidental circumftances, various ar- 
tifices, or daring pretenfions, paffed for the 
greateft ornaments of the art, having ob- 
tained, by ftratagem, a great run of practice, 
the ear, and unlimited confidence of mankind. 
Under fuch circumftances, what can be ex- 
pected but mifinterpretation, falfe judgment, 
and oppofition to every innovation or gene- 
yous attempt at excellence, or the advance- 
ment of learning? Men are only true judges 
of merit, and are moft ready to acknow- 
ledge the fkill and genius of others, whoa 
poftefs {uperior merit’ and judgment them- 
felves. 

The reiterated under-hand attempts to in- 
jure my medical character, have often in- 
creafed friends and reputation. Mankind 
determine by fuccefsful facts, not by fpecious 
profeffions. A phyfician who has feen eight 
or nine thoufand difeafed poor annually, for 
above twenty years, muft be confidered ex- 
perienced. He becomes too publickly known 
to receive much injury from the private 
flanders of thofe whofe flender experience 

and 
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and practice were never directed to any ob- 
jects, except pecuniary emolument and mean 
detraction. The world hears the falfe, ma- 
_ lignant affertions, and laughs at the envy of 
the miferable inventors. Thefe obfervations 
are promulgated, to guard fociety againft the 
fhafts of malice, too often directed againft the 
moft zealous and humang attempts to alleviate 
human mifery, 


5 ERGs 


a aes trifling evafions, in the Monthly 
Review for November 1774, to fcreen you 
from the juft refentment of the Public, 
were unworthy of my attention, did it not 
appear from fome circumftances, that you 
are either the author or dictator of that 
criticifm. I fhall, therefore, fubmit the 
following quotations to the confideration 
of the Public: 
© The circumftances on which he lays his 
«¢ oreateft ftrefs is, that he fucceeded in the 
¢¢ cure of Mz/s S., who had been under Dr. 
‘¢ Hunter’s 
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s¢ Hunter’s care, and whom he had given up 
‘* as incurable.” &c. 3 

If, Sir, you had cautioufly examined my 
letter, you might have obferved that. the 
word Mi/s is in no part of it. Where, 
then, did an anonymous Reviewer receive in= 
formation that it wasa Mz/s $.?2 Mott cer- 
tainly from you, or fome of your friends. 

«Dr, Hunter faw the patient (Mis S.) 
‘© after the cure; but it was not before 
§¢ Lady H————’s death : and we now under- 
‘* fland that the lady was {hewn to Dr. Hunter, | 
s* that Dr. Rowley might have it to fay, that 
‘* he had feen her, and had reafon to think 
—§€ fhe was well; and, by confounding the 
© tenfes of his verbs, make the reader think 
¢* it was befare, when it was fome time after, 
*¢ Lady H————’s death.” 

I have not nieieahed the exact time when 
the lady, M. S., vifited Dr. Hunter, nor did 
I think it material. I thought it would bea — 
great fatisfaction to Dr. Hunter to know, 
that a cancerous ulcer of the uterus had 
been cured, and that I had invented a more 
rational method for the cure of fuch coms 

plaints, 


ry 
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plaints, which ever before were confidered 
incurable, When the lady was perfectly 
recovered, from a humane with that others 
in fimilar circumftances might be relieved, 
fhe vifited you,’ whom herfelf and family 
confidered as a. humane phyfician, and that 
you would rejoice at fo-pleafing and unex- 
pected an event. You {poke in the higheft 
terms of the cure; and this was pofttively 
before I was ee to be confulted by 
Lady H 

As to what Beenie iets fay, they vow wnder~ 
fiand, &c., it is clear that they received their 
underftanding from you. I fhall, therefore, 
confider you as the author, and the critici{m - 


an anfwer to my letter; containing all you can 
advance in vindication of your conduct. 

For, if you had publicly refuted any of the 
charges again{ft you, your friends would have 
acted nobly in pleading the caufe of injured 
innocence ; but have not they publifhed your 
private and partial intelligence ? Have they 
not become warm and zealous partizans, 
when they fhould have obferved the fri@- 
eft neutrality? Is it confiftent with the 

charac. 
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‘characters of impartial critics to publith 
what you, a vindictive enemy, might fay 
or feel on the fubject of my letter? and 
yet their criticifm is nothing elfe. On the 
fame principle might they have faid that the 
whole of the cure was a fiction. In what 
view, therefore, fhould we confider the pro- 
ductions of fuch partial writers? How can 
they expect the confidence of the Public, 
when it is notorious that they proftitute their 
work to anfwer the purpofes of party ma- 
lice? For will any cool unprejudiced reader, 
confider that cavilling criticifm on my letter 
in any other light than the rancorous pro- 
duction of a malignant private enemy, fti- 
mulated by envy and malice, without fuffi- 
cient courage to openly avow his miferable 
refentments? 

_ But, Sir, to give you every advantage you 
can reafonably with, I will examine part of 
- your criticifm, and candidly anfwer your ob- 
jections. 

Your principal dbjeGion i is, that you was 
unacquainted with my fuccefs in the cure of 
M.S. when I was propofed to be confulted 
by Lady H: . You admit of my being 
men- 
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mentioned to you. Can it then be reafon- 
ably fuppofed that you was unacquainted 
with the caufe? For it was in confequence 
of my having cured M.S. that my affift- 
ance was urged. The noble lady who re- 
commended me fent the abftract, which con- 
tained a concife account of the cure, to 
H — Houfe. It was ona prefumption 
that this abftra& was produced to you, oy 
that you was verbally informed of this cure, 
that I faid you was acquainted with my 
fuccefs. I could not naturally think other- 
wife; and will any other perfon imagine that 
I could be propofed to you without a reafon 
being afigned? ‘The noble friends of the 
deceafed lady, perhaps from motives of po- 
litenefs, might not mention vou as the un- 
fuccefsful  phyfician; but there is little 
reafon to doubt of your well knowing 
that fuch a cure had been effected, 
you had repeatedly feen the lady after 
the cure. | | 

The lady M.S. had been cured a con- 
fiderable time:. her cafe had been ‘publith- 
ed, both in my ‘reatife on the Cure of 


ulcerated IES and in the abftrad I have 
jutt 
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juft mentioned; but, from motives of 
tendernefs to the characters of the phyfi- 
cians who had been confulted, I conceal- 
ed their names. In my former letter to 
you I have even avoided criticifing on the 
practices relative to the cure of M. 8. 
I may perhaps be lefs fcrupulous on fuch 
occafions hereafter. This conduct of mine, 
however, proves that I had no intention 
of depreciating or injuring the character | 
of any gentleman: nor could I, without 
violating my feelings, well knowing every 
thing in their fkill or power was attempt- 
ed. But when I was quite pofitive that 
the accomplifhment of the, very cure in 
which you had failed was the caufe of my 
recommendation, and that you oppofed me, 
I appeal to every difpaffionate perfon, whether 
I had not a juft right to bring you forth to 
the public view? Believe me, Sir, I have 
not the leaft perfonal animofity to you; 
it is your illiberal and felfith actions which 
I have cenfured. -I hope it will be allowed, 
by unbiaffed judges, that my former letter 
is written in a gentle manner, and that you 
are treated with great moderation. I am 


greatly 
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greatly miftaken if it be not clear of any 
{currility, invective, or perfonal abufe. ‘Then 
why have you taken the advantage of con- 
veying, through an anonymous production, 
any illiberal invectives on me? I con- 
fidered it a matter of no importance, whe- 
ther the perfon oppofed was myfelf or any 
other phyfician or furgeon ; for it would have 
been equally illiberal and inhuman. For 
if we were to allow that you was quite un- 
acquainted with the caufe of my being pro- 
pofed, ftill the facts, that you oppofed affift- 
ance, that your patient died, and that I pofi- 
tively cured a lady whom you, Dr. Fother- 
gill, and others, declared incurable, remain 
uncontrovertible. You acknowledge, Sir, for 
I fhall confider the criticifm yours, that your 
oppofition to me was not in the ‘‘ kindef? and 
civileft way.’ -Are thefe terms adequate to 
' the treatment of your noble patient? Are 
lives to be fported with, if I may ufe the ex- 
preffion, and when patients perifh, not im- 
probably from the pride and obftinacy of phy- 
ficians, are kindef? and crvilef? the proper ex~ 
preffions on fuch occafions? No; there are 

other 
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other terms certainly more applicable to fuch 
unfeeling practices. 

And. did you ferioufly think, Sir, that I 
was to be filenced by you in the character of 
‘a Reviewer? or that your unhappy. feel- 
ings, artfully conveyed through that chan- 
nel, would have paffed unnoticed? Indeed 
you feem fo tranfported by anger, envy, 
and revenge, that»you have loft your ufual 
circumfpection, and your warm advocates, 
the Reviewers, fuffering your malice to pafs 
through their vehicle of earning and know- 
ledge, have become your greateft enemies. 
You feem now reduced to a truly pitiable 
fituation,. though, from your dignity of 
ftation, the intimate friend of fo many 
learned fcholars, who, with a thoughtlefs 
-aimprudence, have efpoufed your defperate 
caufe. Could not their difcerning eyes, fo 
capable of detecting the errors and inaccura- 
cies of others, difcover thofe fatal inadver- 
tencies of Mz/s, &c.? Could not this learned 
body produce fomething which had lefs the 
appearance of partiality and. perfonal pique? 
But it only ferves to prove to me, that abi- 

liste; 
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lities, when engaged in an unjuft cauife; 
are only capable of ufing little mean artifi~ 
ces, evafions, and perfonal fcurrility ; which 
have expofed you to frefh cenfures, and muft 
render them and their work contemptible in 
the opinion of every fenfible and candid per- 
fon. For while a critical production of this 
nature is conducted with erudition, juttice, 
and impartiality, it is of public utility; but 
when it is open for parties in any difpute to 
vent their anonymous malice or ill nature, it - 
then becomes a public nuifance. But, per= 
haps, Sir, you have been greatly relieved by 
this delivery of your anger and refentment. 
This vent of the paflions may have temoved 
that preffure on the mind the concioufnefs of 
an error might have occafioned. 

The epithets which you have fo liberally 
beftowed on me as ‘‘ enterprifing furgeon, ill 
‘* reception amongit the grandees of the pro- 
‘¢ feffion, fingle combat with one of them,” 
&c. Such impotent malice I fmile at, and 
am not a little entertained at fuch poor 
Jabored wit. It is my determined refolution 
not only to combat fingly, but. in general, 
whatever doctrines in phyfic are pernicious 


to 
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to the community ; and I will with induftry 
perfevere in every ufeful plan which can ad- 
vance or improve the profeffion. I confider 
this to be the duty ofevery phyfician. You, 
or the Reviewers, whom I -thall always here- 
after confider the fame, may call it enter- 
prifing ; but patients afflicted with the moft 
deplorable difeafes, without hopes of relief, 
when perfectly cured, and enjoying the bleff- 
ings of health, will think fuch enserprifes 
laudable. Neither the ribaldry of malevolent 
anonymous writers, nor the miferable feelings 
of a man tranfported with rage at being told 
the truth, and hurried by his impetuofity to 
inadvertencies, will ever difturb my tran- 
~ quillity. 

After thus difmiffing your curious evafions, 
- give me leave to introduce you asa principal 
actor in fome new fcenes: and, as you have 
diftinguifhed yourfelf in an oppofite point of 
view, I fhall firft recite aninftance where you 
feemed to act with humanity. 

“In the beginning of November, 1774, 
about five weeks after the publication of my 
letter, you was confulted by Mrs. P. in your 
neighbourhood, who you faid had a cancerous 
PM OV. S ulcer 
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ulcer of the womb. You declared your in- 
capacity to relieve her, and in the prefence of 
another perfon faid that fuch difeafes were 
incurable ; but that you knew of a phyfician 
who pretended to cure the cancer; that 
though you was not in amity with him, on 
account of a letter he had publifhed againft 
you on the death of Lady H., yet you would 
recommend him; and you afterwards fent a 
direction, with my name and place of abode, 
to the unhappy patient. She was fuffering 
the moft extreme tortures, equal to the 
ftrongeft labor pains, and could not obtain 
any eafe, but was continually fhifting from 
one part of the room to another; nor could 
fhe get a minute’s fleep night or day. She 
had been under feveral practitioners, both 
French and Englith, without obtaining the 
Jeaft relief. This patient, though in indigent 
circumftances, and incapable of giving any 
gratuity for my affiftance, I immediately un. 
dertook the care of ; and about a week after I 
was informed that you had recommended 
me. ‘Though it was no difficult thing to 
conceive the reafon of your defiring that I 
might not be acquainted, that you had recom-. 

mended 
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undertaken her relief, yet, as I confidered that 
I was doing a humane act, I cheerfully gave 
her every afliftance in my power, and vifited 
her daily ; and in a little time fhe was fo 
much better as to obtain her natural reft, her 
pains were abated, and the ichor foon had a 
more favorable appearance. I {hall now re- 
cite the other inftance, in which I could have 
wifhed that you had been influenced by hu- 


mane motives to have relieved an unfortunate 


and miferable patient. 

Mrs. S. was afflicted with a large fcirrhus 
of the uterus, and cancerous ulcer. She had 
been under your care, which candor forbids 
me to fay is any reflection on your character, 
after receiving no relief, or any probability of 
acure, from thofe learned and celebrated 
Doétors Levret and Petit, and feveral other 
phy ficians and accoucheurs at Paris. 

In this cafe you ftill followed your favorite 
plan. You directed the hemlock barh, hemlock 
in pills, twenty-four of which were taken 
daily, as I was informed by the Apothecary*. 

- A folu- 


* Some of thefe very pills are in my pofleffien. 


9 2 
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A folution of opium, which the lady brought 
from. France, was taken, fomething fimilar 
to our liquid laudanum, to eafe the violent 
pains ; for fhe had been in fuch excruciating 
- tortures, that for five weeks before fhe left 
Paris, and fix weeks after fhe became your 
patient, fhe had not flept five minutes, either 
day or night, owing to the violent and con- 
ftant pains fhe fuffered. Her body was 
much emaciated, her face and lips were pale, 
and feveral other unfavorable circumftances 
likewife attended the patient, which you are 
well acquainted with. 

To this lady you could not plead any ig- 
norance of my fuccefs in fuch cafes ; becaufe | 
you had feveral weeks before, in confequence 
of my having cured a fimilar cafe, recom- 
mended me to the other. 

After attending Mr. S. about fix weeks, 
you acquainted her that you had confulted 
Sir John Pringle, Phyfician to Her Majefty, 
on her cafe, and you advifed her to fettle her 
affairs while fhe retained her fenfes, for that 
Sir John and yourfelf were of opinion that it 
was impoffible to cure her. ‘This the un- 
fortunate lady received with as much refig- 

nation 
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nation as the nature of her cafe admitted of. 
When I firft vifited her, in confequence of her 
having read my former letter to you, fhe was 
actually engaged, with the affiftance of her 
domeftics, in preparing an inventory of her 
effects, ferioufly expecting either the lofs of 
fenfes or of life. | f 

After thus ftating thefe recent facts, the 
public, I hope, will not think it inconfiftent 
in me to afk a few queftions on thele very 
important and ferious occafions. 

On what principle did you recommend to 
me one patient, and withhold my affiftance to 
the other? Did not both equally require af- 
fiftance? Wasit becaufe a cure, if effected in 
the firft inftance, might have remained for 
ever in obfcurity, and fuccefs in the other 
might leffen your reputation? Or did you 
artfully fearch for the firft, and introduce a 
patient in fo defperate a condition, only to 
‘injure me if I did not fucceed ? Though it 
is certainly unreafonable to expect that I am 
to cure every miferable cafe that comes under 
my care, at a time when all other phyficians 
confider it incurable, or in a difeafe that in 
all ages has been thought incurable ; neither 
| | ought 
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ought the utility of my new methods to be 
determined by any fuch defperate and unfair 

trials. pied 
How could you fuffer Mrs. S. to languith 
under the moft excruciating tortures, when 
you acknowledged yourfelf unacquainted 
with any method to relieve, much lefs to 
cure her dreadful diforder? You have vifited 
this lady fince fhe has been under my care, 
you have feen the prefcriptions, and you was 
informed that fhe refted every night, was in 
little pain during the day, and you feemed to 
exprefs great fatisfaction on this pleafing oc- 
cafion. You found that the lady could walk 
erect, which fhe had not beenable to do be- 
fore for many months. Thefe good effects 
of my new alterative methods you are witnefs 
to, though the patient had been but three 
weeks under my care when you vifited her. 
She is now much more recovered. What 
was your anfwer when fhe afked you why 
you had not recommended me to attend her, 
as well as the pauper you had recommended 
meto? You gravely told her that you in- 
tended it, when you was convinced that I 
had cured the other. But, Sir, was it not 
crue] 


a 
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cruel to wait, and let a patient fuffer extreme 
mifery, in expectation of relief, if I relieved 
another, which was probably above the reach 
of the medical art? You certainly cannot be 
fo ignorant in your profeffion as not to know 
that your laft patient muft have perifhed, 
while the other was obtaining a cure, if 
curable. For is it not rational to fuppofe 
that fuch inveterate and horrid difeafes rc 
quire a confiderable time to eradicate ? But if 
you was only acting as a {pectatorin Mrs. 
S.’s cafe, waiting the event of my fuccefs in 
Mrs. P.’s cafe, why did you fo liberally 
order the hemlock? Why were the fame 
poifonous remedies prefcribed in thofe very 
forms in which they had been adminiftered 
without fuccefs, but probably with injury, in 
the cafes of Lady H. and M.S.? Why did 
~ youadvife Mrs. S. to prepare for her unhappy 
fate? Were you in expectation that the 
fafhionable and deftructive drug, hemlock, 
_ would, as before, occafion a lofs of memory ? 
Did you expect that the laudanum would 
have lulled the miferable patient into infenfi- 
bility, and by that means render her incapable 


of 
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of complying, if relief was offered? When 
have thefe remedies, even in the leatt, alle- 
viated the fymptoms without impairing the 
- mental faculties ?. Can any one fay you was 
waiting the iffue of my fuccefs, when it is 
evident that you was ordering the moft dele- 
terious medicines? Let the Public now 
judge of your conduct; for what dependance 
can be placed in a man who aé¢ts in fo oppo 
fitea manner? How can we reconcile all 
that appearance, fo confpicuous in your de- 
portment, of extreme tendernefs for your pa- 
tients, when, by your actions, you feem to 
be devoid of all thofe fine feelings, candor, 
and humanity, which fhould ever influence a 
phyfician. 


I fhall now make fome obfervations on - 


that deftructive and poifonous drug, hemlock, 
- for the fafhion of giving it feems to prevail 
with fuch unremitting ardor, that the Public 
might be inclined to think favorably of it, and 
really imagine it to be ufeful in true cancers, 
We have great reafon to believe that the 
famous Phyfician Storck, of Vienna, was po- 
fitively a deceiver ; and whoever reads the 
epiftle on the hemlock, which was publifhed 
4 above 
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above nine years ago by the learned Profeffor 
De Haen, at Vienna, may be convinced of 
‘this. This gentleman and many others gave 
it a fair trial in the cancer, but without any 
fuccefs, as will appear by the ee pal- 
fages : 

In his Epiftle De Cicuta, page 13, after 
proving, from the written teftimonies of fe- 
-veral phyficians and furgeons, that the hem- 
lock had been tried in feveral difeafes, but 
without fuccefs in the cancer, he fays, 

* Liceat, vir eruditiffime, hec fingulatim 
examinare. Deprehendimus primo ex eis, 
qui vero fcirrho aut cancro laborarunt, nullum 
feu nullam (plereque enim foemine funt) cu- 

-ratum 


* «© Give me leave, moft Jearnedaptr, to examine this parti- 
“* cularly. We perceive, firft, that out of thirty-fix perfons 
** who labored under the true fcirrhus and cancer, none were 
** cured ; thirty of them died miferably, and the other fix re- 
«* main incurable: and we find the fame thing particularly ob- 
s© ferved by the practitioners at Breflaw ; namely, we read, that 
 * the excellent Surgeon Hauptmann confefles openly, that he 
** never cured a manifeft cancer with hemlock ; neither did he 
«© ever know an inftance of its being cured by any other perfon. 
«* The moft ingenious Surgeon Beer fays, that he has feen no 
«* one who has cured the cancer, and that he never cured one 
«© himielf. The moft expert Phyfician Wicke fays, that the 

‘© hemlock 
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ratum effe, earumdemque 30 mifere periifle, 
et 6 incurabiles manfifle. Advertimus quo- 
que hoc peculiariter a practicis Breflavienfibus 
effe notatum. Scilicet, egregium chirurgum 
Hauptmann aperte fatentem legimus, apertum 
cancrum nunquam fe cicuta curaffe, nec curatum 
a guopiam nofe. WDexterrimum chirurgum 
Beer, cancrum anemine curatum fe vidiffe, 
nec fe unquam illum curafle. Exper. medi- 
cum Wicke, cancro nunquam profuiffe ci- 
cutam. Experti itaque idem funt Breflavien/es 
quod ego, quod Vienne multi mecum, quod 
centeni medicit Gali, Itah, Germani, Angli, 
Bolge toties, experts funt. | 

P, 62. Horrorem profecto omnium per 
Europam medicorum animis incutiat oportet 


‘© hemlock has never. been ufeful in the cure of the cancer. There- 
«© fore the Breflaw phyficians, and many other phyficians at Vi- 
s© enna, likewife hundreds cf phyficians, French, Italians, 
«¢ Germans, Englifh, Dutch, have often experienced the fame 
«© as myfelf.” 

P. 62. ‘* Indeed the fad remembrance of thoufands of 
«© women, who have been untimely deftroyed in the fpace of 
«* the laft feven years by this plant (hemlock), or have beea 
«« prevented from the falutary ufe of the knife, mult ftrike 
«© the minds of all the phyficians throughout Europe with 
¢ horror.’ | 

memoria 
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memoria triftis millenarum mulierum, quas 
ab elapfo retro feptennio hec planta aut longe 
_ preematurius occiderit, aut unico falubri ferro 
_detraxerit. 

Though this has been oublithed nine years, 
yet fo indolent do the practitioners feem in 
this country, that few know thefe very im- 
portant facts; for it is prefcribed with as 
much ardor and ill-effect as ever *.. Have 
not immenfe quantities of Storck’s extract 
been imported to moft parts of Europe? but 
where are any pofitive proofs of a perfect 
cancer being cured by it? But how can it be 
expected, when we are certain that Storck, 
who introduced it, had impofed on the Pub- 
lic, which has been pofitively proved by 
Profeffor De Haen, a Court Phyfician living 
at Vienna, whofe certain intelligence cannot 
be doubted ? If this be the truth, what phy- 
fician then can with a fafe confcience pre- 
{cribe it? And yet there are few phyficians 
who do not conftantly order it in cancerous 
and even other cafes; and why? Becaufe it 

iS 

* When I was at Vienna I faw forty pounds of extract of heme 


lock at the great hofpital; but I fought in vain for any one per. . 
fon cured of a irae cancer by this drug. 
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is fafhionable. I could produce feveral fuch 
ftriking inftances of the deftructive effets of 
phyfical fafhions, and the abfurd, unthinking 
credulity of its members. Should fuch a drug 
be prefcribed, when it is clearly proved that 
it does not anfwer its refolvent intention ? 
We know hemlock to be a {trong poifon ; and 
how are phyficians certain that its noxious 
qualities do not frequently haften death? I 
confefs, that though 1 would heartily engage 
in the promotion of every medical improve-- 
ment, yet [cannot help confidering every phy- 
fician in error who prefcribes hemlock, un- 
lefs merely as an anodyne. I perhaps have 
feen more cancerous cafes than any other phy- 
fician, but have never yet met with one pa- 
tient who has taken it with advantage; nay, 
in many it has produced lofs of memory, 
violent pains in the head, convulfions, and, 
in fome inftances, I have had great reafon to 
conclude that it has proved fatal*. As other 
phyficians muft have been convinced of its 
ineflicacy 

* An inftance of this fort happened. A young Major in the 
army, formerly a patient of Mr. Nefbit’s, Great Marlborough 


Street, took fo much, as a remedy for a fpreading ulcer, as to 
deftroy life, though warned of the confequence. 
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ineflicacy and dangerous qualities, why do. 
they conftantly prefcribe it ? I have feen ma- 
ny recipes of refpectable phyficians in town, 
who have repeatedly prefcribed this noxious 
drug without any advantage, and yet thefe 
very men conftantly perfevere in the ufe of it. 
When I have mentioned objections to fuch 
practices, I have been queftioned, what can 
be done in fuch defperate cafes? I anfwer, it 
would be a more confcientious part in a phy- 
fician never to prefcribe either opium or hem= 
Jock, when no good effects are produced. 
- Rather let us feek for new methods, and let 
us embrace fuch difcoveries with a becoming 
generofity and candor, inftead of envy and 
oppofition from felfifhnefs or pride. While 
a {pirit of perfecution prevails againft every 
man who fhakes off vulgar prejudices to im- 
prove the art, there is little encouragement to 

make known any new improvements. 
Nothing but a fincere defire to ferve man- 
kind could induce me to publifh thefe me- 
thods ; for which has been experienced ran- 
_cor and illiberality. Any reformation, how- 
ever, in the parties is more to be wifked for 
than expected. I may appear warm againft 
; that 
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that poifonous drug, hemlock ; but fhould be 
equally animated to praife its virtues, were I 
not convinced, from feveral years experience, 
that it does not fucceed in curing cancerous: 
cafes. } | 

I fhall now, in vindication of my charac- 
ter, explain to the Public fome points men- 
tioned in the Monthly Review, which have 
a tendency to injure me in the opinion of 
mankind and the profeflion. In that work 
is inferted, 

<¢ We have had occafion more than once to 
«* review the productions of this writer, but 
‘¢ then he was in an humbler character than 
¢¢ that which he now fuftains; it was that of 
an enterprifing furgeon, advertifing a great 
“© number of cures in cancerous, venereal, and 
‘¢ other cafes.” 

From the foregoing affertions, an unin- 
formed reader would conclude that I had ad- 
vertifed quack puffs, or relations of my cures, 
in the newfpapers; or had vended fome 

qu medicine. If the Reviewers mean it 
in this light, I can only anfwer, that. they 
have inferted a pofitive falfhood. If it be 
meant that my medical pamphlets are adver- 

tifements, 
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tifements, I fhall only anfwer fuch malevo- 
Jent infinuations by informing the public of 
the nature of thofe productions. In doing 
this I am reduced to a fituation by no means 
defirable ; for if I were to remain filent, the 
Public might think their illiberal charges 
true: if I anfwer, Iam obliged to {peak of 
my felf in a manner which may excite difguft 
and fufpicion in the minds of the readers. 
It frequently happens, that what a man fays 
in favor of himfelf is partial, as we are too 
apt to flatter our own abilities. If, then, I 
fhould be rather warm in defending my own 
caufe, it is hoped every candid perfon will 
recollect, that [have been publicly accufed of 
actions beneath the dignity of the profeffion 
ef which I am a member, and that I muft 
_ tamely fuffer an injury from the dark attacks 
of anonymous writers, and envious malig- 
nant whifperers, or refute them by the fol- 
lowing facts. 

After the advantages of as regular a furgi- 
cal, anatomical, and medical education as 
this metropolis could give, or induftry and 
ftudy acquire, I went young into the King’s 
{fervice in the war between this country, 

| France, 
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France, and Spain, from the beginning of 
1761 to the end of that war. This I confi- 
dered the proper fchool of experience for a 
young man. About fourteen years ago, fee- 
ing the defects and ill-fuccefs in curing 
old ulcers of the legs, I invented a new me- 
thod of cure without reff, by altering the 
{tate of the blood, and removing the caufe of 
acrimony by diet and mineral alteratives, ni- 
tre, &c. After repeated trials, and experi- 
ence in different parts of Europe, the Weft- 
Indies, and America, I fettled in London, 
my native place, though a North Briton has 
prefumed to call mea ffranger. I madeit my 
conftant endeavour to improve on the plan of 
curing ulcers; and confidering fuch a difco- 
very, if well known in the profeffion, might 
prove of public utility, I publifhed the new 
methods about fix years ago. In this effay — 
was related faithfully the very means which 
had proved fo fuccefsful, illuftrating the whole 
with a great number of well-authenticated 
cafes. In thefe were feveral inftances of per- 
fons cured, who had been afflicted from three 
or four years, to between thirty and forty 
years, with obftinate ulcers, incurable by 
any 
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aay other means; and many refpectable per. 
fons are now living teftimonies of the facts. 
Several of thefe very patients had been unfuc- 
cefsfully treated by the moft eminent phyfi- 
cians and furgeons in this metropolis *. 
_ Iclearly refuted the prejudiced doctrine, 
that it is dangerous to cure old ulcers, and 
that gradually altering the habit by mineral 
alteratives, given in the mildeft and gentleft 
manner, every fort of ulcer is curable, whe- 
ther callous, putrid, or fiftulous, without 
- danger to the conftitution; nay, the confti- 
tution of patients is amended by this method, 
for I have ever confidered the ulcer to be 
owing to a fcorbutic habit, confequently no« 
thing is more neceffary than to alter it. I 
have had feveral well-authenticated facts of 
the fuccefs of thefe new methods in France, 
Italy, and Germany ; in which laft country 
the Effay has been tranflated. Great has 
been the advantages in the Weft Indies and 
America, and in every part of England, 
where the practitioners have been influenced 
by a defire to cure their patients, without any 
animofity or envy to the inventor. From 
oa this 
* See Treatife on-the Curé of Ulcers, 4th Edition 


Vot. I. ; si 
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this conftant practice, and making my houfe 
many years a receptacle for the afflicted poor, 
the numbers of which were feldom lefs than 
from ten to twelve thoufand annually in va- 
rious difeafes, I had frequent opportunities 
of extending the utility of thefe and other 
methods, and improving them. I then be- 
gan to confider that other ulcers might be 
cured bya fimilar plan. It was found I could 
refolve the callofity which commonly fur- 
rounds old ulcers ; and from analogous reafon- 
ing I conceived that the cellular membrane of 
one part might be foftened by the fame means . 
which refolved the induration of the other. 
The induration about the anus, which is 
frequently produtive of the fiftula, has been 
cured, and often the fiftula itfelf, by altera- 
tives, fumigations, fponge tent, or mercurial 
injections. I next imagined that a fimilar 
method, with the addition of more penetra- 
ting remedies, would prove ufeful in glandu- 
Jar difeafes, as the King’s evil, and the oc-’ 
cult cancer of the breafis. I could often re- 
folve the hardneffes of the breatts, which 
happen during lying-in, or from other caufes. , 
From being engaged in a very extenfive. prac- 
5 | tice 
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tice of midwifery, and readily attending thé 
poor for feveral years, I had vaft opportuni-« 
ties of experience. When I had a fufficient 
number of proofs, and finding that the com- 
mon methods of treating the breaft, during 
lying-in, was the caufe of many difafterous 
events, I publifhed my thoughts on the fub- 
ject, in a fmall Treatife on the Difeafes of 
the Breafts of Women, the method of pre- 
venting the cancer, fome obfervations on the 
indifcriminate ufe of low diet during lying-in, 
and other modern prejudices in the practice 
of midwifery. For this little production I 
received the encomiums of many of the learn- 
ed in different parts of Europe. 

I was afterwards induced to believe, that 
if difeafes of one glandular part were curable, 
that others might likewife be fo; therefore the 
next attempts were on the fcrophula, or 
King’s evil, and feveral cafes were cured. 
I then extended my thoughts to cure the in- 
durations of the breafts without cutting, or 
any external application, and cured fome few 
recent cancerous breafts which were condemn- 
ed to be cut off. This emboldened me to at~ 
tempt to cure the ulcer of the uterus, of 

. TT. 2 womb, 
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womb, cancerous induration, and cancerous 
ulcers of other parts. I am happy to find 
the practice is fometimes, though not always, 
attended with unexpected fuccefs; I call it 
unexpected, for feldom have patients applied 
until reduced to the greateft extremity and 
danger, and given up, as loft, by other phy- 
ficians. ‘The ulcer in the womb is too often 
miftaken for the fluor albus, ftone, &c., and 
if treated as fuch, may prove an irreparable 
mifchief to the patient. If now and then a 
patient may be liberated in fome of thefe def- 
perate inftances, which can be clearly proved, 
how much eafier would a cure be effected in 
the early {tages of this terrible diforder, when 
it is miftaken for fome other? how many 
agonizing tortures might be prevented to 
thofe who are the unfortunate victims of this 


deplorable difeafe ? 


Improvements in Difeafes of the Eyes. 
‘From frequent obfervation I difcovered that 
the common methods of treating difeafes of 
the eyes were very defective, cruel, and un- 
fuccefsful. With unwearied diligence I ap- 
plied myfelf to make improvements in the 
cure 
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cure of thefe difeafes, after examining with 
attention, the doétrines of the ancients and 
moderns. I firft difcovered, that in many in-. 
ftances the moft violent inflammation could 
be cured in about twenty-four or forty-eight 
hours on my principles, if no injurious ex- 
ternal applications had been ufed. This led 
me to examine accurately the other difeafes 
of the eyes, as the cataract, gutta ferena, opa- 
city of the cornea, &c. 

In many inftances of the gutta ferena I have 
reftored but few perfons to fight, though I 
have been very induftrious in my attempts. — 

In the opacity of the cornea and cataract, 
I have invented and publifhed a new method 
to reftore fight chiefly by internal medicines. 
Between thirty and forty patients, who were 
blind, have now perfect fight, and are living 
witnefles of this important difcovery *. | 

In the cataract, where the operation is ab- 
folutely neceflary, Ihave invented inftruments 
which render more facile this operation, and 
have had confiderable fuccefs in the extraction 
of the catara@t, which is well known to fome 

practitioners 


* See Treatife on 118 Difeafes of the Eyes, Eyelids, &c.; 
with new methods of reftoring defective or loft vifion. 
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practitioners inthis town. My inftruments, 
I hope, will be a confiderable acquifition to 
the province of furgery, and the method ufed 
to prevent the inflammation in this operation 
will be of no {mall fervice to the patient. 

In confequence of thefe improvements, I 
publifhed a treatife on the principal difeafes 
of the eyes, containing a criticifm on the an- 
cient and modern methods of cure, with ob- 
fervations on the-prefent defective modes of 
treatment, and new and mild methods for the 
cure of difeafes of this organ, with the dan- 
ger of applying poultices to the eyes, and 
other external applications. ‘This work has 
received more encomiums than, perhaps, it 
merited : ina future treatife I hope to intro- 
duce many new improvements, the refult of 
much experience and theoretical reflection. 

As to advertifing cures in cancerous cafes, 
it is an abfolute falfehood, unlefs publifhing 
a few remarkable cafes at the end of my trea~ 
tife onthe cure of ulcerated legs be called ad- 
vertifing. One is a remarkable inftance of a 
man who loft part of his upper jaw-bone, five 
fore teeth, the palate bones were deftroyed, 
the feptum, or the part which divides the 

noftrils, 
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noftrils, was deftroyed, the whole mouth 
and inward part of the nofe were continued 
foul corroding ulcers. ‘This poor man was 
perfe&tly cured by cinnabarine fumigations, 
‘&c., in five weeks, in the depth of winter, 
after he had been for advice for near two 
years to every hofpital in town, and to many 
-eminent phyficians and furgeons. This fact 
is known to feveral men in the profeffion, of 
no inconfiderable eminence, 

Another inftance is of the cure-of a {cir- 
rhus of the tefticle and cancerous ulcers of the 
{crotum, which was condemned to be cut off 
by an eminent furgeon, This cancerous cafe 
~Tperfe@ly cured, and many others, by Plum- 
mer’s pills, nitre, and fumigation. , 

As to advertifing cures in venereal cafes, it 
js likewife as untrue as the reft. Indeed I 
have communicated to the world, in a pam- 
phlet, a method of curing the frefh contracted 
gonorrhcea, by a new and fafe injection, 
compofed of o/. amygdal. dulce. argent. viv. 
and mucilage of gum arabic, with few medi- 
cines, and have given my reafons why all 
rough remedies are injurious to the confti- 
tution, I cannot conceive that publifhing an 

ufeful 
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ufeful invention is derogatory to the character 
of a phyfician: if it be, I acknowledge my- 
felf guilty in feveral inftances. 

Thefe works were the offspring of ardent 
endeavours, in the early part of life, to detect 
prejudices, and obviate their evil tendency : 
but a much larger work occupies my atten- 
tion, namely, the Scola Medicine, in Latin, 
containing the neweft improvements in every 
‘branch of medical fcience ; but I:doubt much, 
whether I may live to fee it completed *. 

Thus I have endeavoured, in my own vin- 
dication, to ftate a number of facts, in which 
I hope it will be found that I have abided by 
the ftricteft truth. Ihave, therefore, a right 
to claim the difcovery of curing ulcerated 
legs without refi, reftoring defective and lft vi- 
fiom, in many inftances, by zzternal medicines 
only, and removing in fome cafes that inve- 
terate difeafe, the recent cancer. "Thefe are 
the enterprifes | have engaged in; the fuccefs 
gives a pleafure and fatisfaction which is in- 
expreffible—a fatisfaction unknown to nar- 
row, contracted minds. Whether fuch ex 

terprifes 
* 'The firft volume is now almoft ready for publication, con. 
tzining 54 coprer plates, 
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terprifes deferve calumnies and detradtion, 
whether a reputation raifed by fuch purfuits 
fhould be privately injured by thofe who have 
caught the ear of mankind by artifices, and 
who are indolent themfelves, let the world 
determine. But perhaps the Reviewers might 
mean, by enterprifing, that | was a rafh prac- 
titioner. If fo, I can only appeal to all the 
faculty who have read my works, they, I be- 
lieve, will do me the juftice to acknowledge, 
that I never prefcribe any violent or irritating 
medicine, except on rational principles. 

Thus it muft appear, that whatever was 
the meaning of you, or the Reviewers, in 
charging me with being an enterprifing fur- 
geon, unlefs you meant it as an honourable 
diftinétion, that you have not adhered to 
truth. This is fufficient to determine what’ 
dependance fhould be placed on the other 
parts of the criticifm ; for if this be falfe and 
groundlefs, what probability is there that any 
other part is true? But I {hall proceed, in the 
examination of this curious production. 

Were I to expatiate on the language and 
grofs tautology of this flimfy criticifm, and _ 
the unprecife meaning of moft of the fenten- 

ces, 
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ces, I might enlarge pn the fubject ; but ta 
cavil at words is not my intention; I fhall 
leave that for thofe whofe province it is, thofe 
dealers in words, the Monthly Reviewers. 

‘© We fee him raifed into the higher {phere 
«* of medicine; where, however, not being 
‘* well received amongft the grandees of the 


A 


‘ faculty, he-challanges one of them to fin- 
** gle combat ; but we fear he will be dif- 
$6 comfited,” &e. 

How came the Reviewers to affert- that I 
was not well received? Where did they re- 
ceive their information? Are the Reviewers 
phyficians ? or have fome of the grandees of 
the faculty, as they are called, applied to 
them to make fuch an affertion? Becaufe I 
declare it to be falfe and groundlefs, It is 
my happinefs to be known and refpected by 
feveral men of learning in the profeffion in 
this country, and other parts of Europe. 

‘¢ But we fear he will be difcomfited,” &c. 
In this the Reviewers, or rather you, Dr, 
Hunter, have been miftaken; fo that your 
fears are ill founded and groundlefs. 

‘¢ We are forry that his acceffion of dignity 
“has not introduced him among /cholars, 
«© who 


AND CURE OF A CANCER OF THE wos, 283 


«¢ who would have given him a little affift, : 


6© ance.” 

And fo it feems that you and the Reviewers 
_ are forry. I am much obliged to you and 
them for thefe expreffions of grief; and, in 
return, [ am forry that your caufe is fo bad, 
that, even with the joint affiftance of fuch 


— fagacious fcbolars, you have not been able to 
manufacture fome rational defence of your | 


conduct. As to affiftance, I hope to be al- 
ways capable, without affiftance, to defend 
myfelf againft you, or any others who at- 
tempt to injure me. ‘* You was likewife 
* well acquainted with my fuccefs at the 
** time I was propofed to be confulted by 
Lady H °s friends; and you have feen 
« the lady M. S. in perfect health fince the 
cure has been effected ; and by confound- 

‘* ing the tenfes of the verbs,” &c. 
In the foregoing paflage is an attempt to 
make the Public believe that I had fome in- 
tention of mifleading mankind ; but I have al- 
ready anfwered this objection. The quibble 
about the verb is admirable for learned 
_ fcholars and critics. Whoever criticifes on 
mere words, in a medical tract, muft be in a 
| critical 
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critical fituation themfelves, and become ob- 
jects of pity from their ignorance ; for fuch 
puerile critics are undeferving either of ri- 
-dicule or contempt. 

« For what Dr. Rowley fays in regard to 
eoLadyer) —’s cafe, and to the manner 
*¢in which her diforder was treated by the 
«learned phyficiags before named, we muft 
“refer to his pamphlet.” 

This laft part, however, does honor to 
your cunning. The circumftances of the 


_ greatef{t importance to the Public are artfully 
concealed, namely, that of a cure being per- 
formed, which thofe learned phyficians, be- 
fore confulted with Dr. Hunter, confidered 
incurable. But this filence well becomes 
the dignity of impartial critics, does it not? 
It, however, certainly anfwers your purpofe, 
.And now, Sir, permit me to advife you 
to form mean medical cabals againft me; 
go, and proftrate yourfelf in the moft fub- 
miffive and fervile manner to thofe org- 
cles of learning, thofe mighty fcholars, the 
Reviewers: perfuade them, by any means, 
however difhonourable, to treat me with per- 
fonal f{eurrility and abufe as they conftantly 
4 do ; 


Sods 
i 
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do; pour forth your rancorous indignation, 
by falfe inuendoes in private families, or 
through that literary channel, and it will © 
afford me no fmall entertainment. Such 
dark attacks may raife, but never will aes 
my profeffional reputation. 

And, Sir, for the prefent I fhall take leave 
of you; but expect, if there fhould be occa- 
fion, to hear ina (hort time from me again. 
The fubje&t will be on the delivery of the 
_ placenta, the indifcriminate ufe of low diet, 
and fome other prejudices in the practice of 
midwifery, injurious to the community. If 
I fhould be obliged to bring forth, to public 
view, the odious detail of fa&s in my 
poffeffion on thefe fubjects, they will bef 
determine whether you or I moft de- 
ferve the name of a rafb or enterprifing 
practitioner. 


{ am, SIR, 
Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 
W. ROWLEY. 
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FOREGOING LETTERS: 


Ir is but juftice to the character of. Dr. 
Hunter to communicate a faé relative to 
cancerous diforders. After I had publithed 
the felect obfervations, in which I gave many 
-well-authenticated cafes of cures in fome 
{cirrhous and cancerous affections, and in 
other inftances my ill fuccefs, and com» 
municated the mode of preparing the mineral 
alteratives, &c., which produced thofe favour 
able effects, or otherwife failed, Dr. Hunter, 
as Iam informed by medical practitioners of 
great credit, adopted the plan, and fucceeded 
in fome inftances. This I mention, much to 
his honor, however we might differ in other 
refpects. I can only add, that after a trial 
of the calomel, as prepared by Scheele, or 
| when 
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when it is only fublimed three times and 
wajbed, it never acts, as an alterative, fo 
certainly as the jax or ten times fublimed 
calomel, called by me, when wathed,  aquila 
alba. 


On the Furor Urterinus. 


Great heat in the clitoris and vagina, with 
an infatiable thirft for coition, is called the 
furor ulerinus. 

It is of two fpecies, violent and maniacal, 
or melancholic. 

The imagination is fo difturbed, that im- 
prudence and great indecency are common 
fymptoms. 

The caufes feem an acrimonious depraved 
ftate of the blood, directed particularly to the 
genital parts. 

It happens fometimes to very young fub- 
jects ; but it is more common to perfons paft 
menftruation. - | 

In inflammatory habits, bleeding repeat- 
edly, antiphlogiftic purgatives, an ab{temious 
diet, and folution of camphor with nitre, are 


proper. 
In 
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In the non-inflammatory conftitutions, the 
fluids fhould be corrected by cinna sar and 
camphor in the form of an eleQtuary, taken 
three or four times a day. This remedy has 
cured, to my own knowledge, fome in- 
ftances. 

Injection of the agua-vegeto mineralis, or 
folution of fa/ prune//. in rofe water, are be- 
neficial. | 

I have, however, known fome inftances, in 
which the vagina, and contiguous parts, have 
continued long in a heated ftate, painful and 
inflammatory, fo as to refift all remedies 
whatever. | 

Almond emulfions, folutions of gum 
arabic, or linfeed tea, have been ufeful ; 
but nothing has proved more beneficial than 
an extreme dry diet. | 

If there be great relaxation, the bark in. a 
fimple form may be prefcribed; but fpirits, 
and every thing heating, fhould be avoided. 


FEMALE DISEASES 


‘“ CONTINUED, 


On the Hysteric Passion, 


Be Areviimac vain thesinteftings sdndiftos 
mach, a fenfation of a globe afcending in the 
cefophagus, and conftringing the fauces, fo 
as to threaten fuffocation, is nominated 
Pafio Hyfterica, or the hyfteric paffion. It 
is generally accompanied with a variety of 
other fymptoms. 

_ This diforder being complicated, may be 
divided into three’ {pecies ; by which means 
it will be more clearly comprehended, and 
more methodically treated. 


1. Paffo hyflerica flatulenta, or the atid 
lent Se paffion. 


-, %. Poffo byfterica convulfiva,* or the con~ 
| valfiv hyfteric paffion. 


3. Pafio 
. -Synonyma & definitiones a vatiis {criptoribus. 


_ The ancients fuppofed this diforder to be a fuffocation of the 
womb, from their inaccurate knowledge in anatomy, and called 


U | it 
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3. Paffiio hyfterica ftertorofa vel apopleétca, 
or the ftertorofe apoplectic hyfteric paffion. 

There might be delivered many other fpe- 
cies and fubdivifions of this complex difeafe, 
originating from various caufes, agitating the 
human body and mind with great vehe- 
mence. 

The /ymptoms common to all the {pecies: 
before the fit commences, are; general debi« 
lity, an unaccountable lownefs of fpirits ; 


liftlefinefs, 


It» wit TH ey yaseh.—Hippocrat. fet. v. 602, 16 & 29. & aliis 
locis, 

Sydenham, AffiCtio hyfterica. 

Sauvages. Hyfteria, 135. G. xx. 

Artuum organorumque etiam internorum fpafmus clonicus toni- 
cufve, paroxyfmis fugacibus leviter variantibus, cum mortis for- 
midine intenfiffima. y 

Stablianis, Malum hyfterico-hypochondriacum. Melancholia 
nervea Illuft. Lorry. Ifterif{mo Cocchi, Bagni de Pifa, 

Linnaeus, 126. Precordium preffio fub peCtore cum flatulentia, 
fuffocatione, anxietate, palpitatione, verticis preffione. 

Vogel, Hyfteria anxietas precordialis cum fpafmis ventriculi 
ac inteftinorum, variifque congeftionibus conjuné@ta, chronica. 

Cullen: Hyfteria; ventris murmura; fenfus globi in abdo- 
mine fe volventis, ibique ftrangulantis ; fopor, convulfiones ; 
urine limpjde copia profufa; animus, varius & mutabilis. 
Thefe are more the fymptoms, than the definition of the 
difeafe ; nor are they well chofen as charatteriftics by Dr. 
Cullen. 

Home, Malum hyftericum. 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, @&c.. 2g 
liftleffnefs, and melancholic ideas; a total. 
averfion to any thing requiring attention 
grief, fear, forrows, fufpicions, anxiety, agi- 
tate the mind violently; dullnefs, or increafed 
fenfibility, in all the external and internal 
fenfes ; faintings, watchfulnefs, drowfinefs, 
or ftupor. 

The patient is reftlets at night, or has 
troublefome dreams, with evident marks of 
indigefton ; is frightened by the incubus, or 
night mare; receives no benefit from {fleep, 
relaxation increafes every day, and the mind. 
is agitated on the moft trifling occafions with 
_ furprife and timidity. 

The eyes dazzle, or are dim, or havea 
confufed vifion; giddinefs and {wimming 
affect the head. 

Palpitations of the heart, oppreffions and 
uneafinefs in the thorax increafe the patient’s 
‘difmal apprehenfions. - | 

The refpiration is fhort, painful, and dif- | 
ficult. © | 

The pulfe becomes {mall, irregular, fome- 
times intermitting. Senfations appear in 
various parts fuddenly, like cracking and ex- 
plofion, fimilar to the electric fpark; and, 

7 U 2 perhaps, 
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perhaps, from a fluid paffing through the 
nerves, fimilar to the electric. ) 

The appetite is depraved or loft, with a 
painful, bad digeftion, accompanied with fla~ 
tulency in the ftomach or bowels, colicky 
pains, conftipations, or diarrhoea. — 

The urine is very pale and copious, as in 
all the other nervous affections. 

The general /ymptoms during the paroxy{m 
or fit, are: palpitations of the heart ; refpira- 
tion is difficult, obftructed, fhort, painful, 
and irregular. 

Contractions like {trangulation arife in the 
throat ; with a fenfation of a ball or globe 
afcending, nearly choaking the fufferer. 

The tongue faulters, trembles, and inco- 
herent things are {poken; the voice changes; 
fome roar, {cream, or fhrick immoderately ; 
others figh deeply, weep, or mourn plain- 
tively. 

The eyes are agitated, look exceedingly 
wild, are convulfed, fixed, or ftaring. 

The pulfe is weak, uneven, changeable, 
intermittent, or fcarce perceptible, 

Hiccups and flatulency diftend and agitate 
the inteftines, {tomach, and cefophagus, with. 

Pet 
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eut evacuation of wind. Spafmodic contrac- 
tions pervade all the alimentary canal. 

An eruption of wind, either upwards or 
downwards, relax and mitigate the fymp- 
toms. 

Vomitings or purgings always slhev i ; and 
they are commonly accompanied with a vio- 
lent difcharge of air, which had been detained 
during the paroxy{m, 

There is likewife a copious difcharge of 
urine, fometimes containing a thick fedi- 
ment. 

When the paroxyfm continues violent, then 
fucceed faintings, dreadful and ftrong convul- 
fions, ftertor, from the mouth iffues froth; 
and the diforder, except in not having fud- 
denly feized the patient, affumes the form of 
epilepfy, and even apoplexy. 

After the conclufion of the paroxy{m, i | 
remains great debility, w earinefs of the whole 
body, headach, and pains in the convulfed 
-mutcles, as though the body had been con- 
tufed or beaten, 

In the mind, perturbations on the flighteft 
occafions, petulance, impatience, and all, or 
part, of the fymptoms which precede the fit. 
oes 3 Thefe 
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Thefe are the general fymptoms of hyfte~ 
ric complaints : but befides thefe, they imi~ 
tate every diforder incident to the human bo- 
dy, and they are more or lefs violenta in every 
individual. 

The caufes of this alarming diforder are va- 
rious: but firft fhould be confidered the re- 
mote or predifpofing ; which are, 

1. A delicate and tender hereditary ftruc- 
ture of the body. 


2. Exquifite irritability and fympathy of 
the nerves. 

3. Inanition, or srebiie evacuations by 
vomiting, ftools, menfes, hemorrhages, or 
fluor albus, &c. 

4. A-retention of the catamenia, lochia, 
or other neceffary excretions. 

g. Great natural earneftnefs on all occa- 
fions, and extreme fenfibility of the mind. 

6. Colicky pains, nephritic, uterine, and 
other complaints. 

4. A vifcid, acrid, acid, or flatulent diet. 

8. High-fcented perfumes. 

g. A fedentary inactive life. 

10. An unhappy difpofition to anticipate 

mifery 
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mifery or misfortunes, diftreffes or dangers, 
where none in reality exit. 

The more immediate or proximate caufes 
are, . en 
1. Diftenfions of ar, perhaps fixed, in the 
inteftines. 

2. The periftaltic motion of the inteftines 
is inverted. se 

3. The air, which fhould naturally pafs 
downward, or be partly received with the 
abforbed chyle, is retained, augmented, and 
repeatedly generated by the grofler parts of 
the aliments; this accumulated air, by the in- 
verted motion of the inteftines, takes its di- 
rection upwards, paffes through the ftomach 
into the cefophagus ; and thus the whole ali- 
mentary canal is blown up like a bladder. 

ips! Lhe fphincter_of the rectum, in the 
inferior part of the inteftines, is ftrongly cons 
tracted; the entrance of the cefophagus, in 
the fuperior and primary part of the inteftinal 
tube, is fhut, and both fo over-diftending 
their fibres by an increafed air, as to deftroy 
the elaftic power of the mufcles deftined to 
contract, or dilate thefe orifices. | 


5. The 
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s. The preffure of the air againft the pha- 
rynx and larynx, produce the apprehenfion 
of fuffocation. | | 

6. Deglutition is rendered very difficult, or 
is totally fuppreffed, from the diftention of 
air overcoming the voluntary and involuntary 
mufcular motions necefiary for {wallowing. 

7. Whatever is attempted to be drank du- 
ring the paroxyfm is forced back from the 
fame caufes. | 

8. Inflations of the cefophagus,  fto- 
mach, and inteftines, comprefs the diaphragm, 
lungs, afpera arteria, the glottis and epiglottis, 
and all the thoracical and abdominal vz/cera, 
nerves, arteries, veins, lymphatics, and tho- 
racic duct. 

g- Compreffions on arteries, or the fti- 
muli of acrimonious blood acting on the heart, 
retard or quicken the blood’s motion through 
the lungs, or the head, or fuperior and infe- 
rior extremities : hence the changes obferva- 
ble in the pulfe. 

10. Compreffions on the returning veins, 
particularly the external and internal jugulars, 
or the occipital veins, may produce dange- 
rous congeftions of the blood, either in the 

venal 
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venal fyftem of the brain, or in the finufes of 
the dura matter. 

If the lymphatics fhould be obftructed in 
their courfe, the ventricles of the brain may 
be turgid with lymph; hence, likewife, di- 
latation of the pupils, &c. | 

11. The arteries receiving frefh blood from 
the heart, and the veins being incapable of 
returning it, may occafion irritation or com- 
preflions in the nervous fyftem. ; 

12. Irritation on the nerves will produce 
eonvulfions ; but compreflions on the cere- 
brum and cerebellum, ftupor, comatofe fymp- 
toms, and even apoplexy, an imperceptible 
pulfe, and lyporhymia, or faintings, 

13. Compretfions of the Wymphatics, laGe- 
als, and ductus thoracicus, will prevent or re- 
tard nutrition; hence debility, depreffions, 
or lownefs of fpirits, and a diminution of 
the moving mufcular powers. 

14. Compreffions of the vifcera pervert all 
the fecretions, and hinder excretions, digef- 
tion in the ftomach, bile in the liver, pancre- 
atic juice in the pancreas, urine in the kid- 
neys ; and the veffels in the abdomen, more 

aye or 
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or lefs, fhare fimilar effects with thofe of the 
fuperior parts of the body. 

1s. The hepatic fyftem of blood veffels is 
principally concerned; for the conflux of 
blood from the principal abdominal vifcera 
being conveyed to the vena porte, the branch- 
es of which have no va/ves, ftagnations and 
congeftions arife, not only in that vi/eus, but 
~in the ftomach, inteftines, omentum, pan- 
creas, {pleen, mefentery, the uterus and its 
appendages, kidneys, and bladder; where 
{cirrhous tumors, adhefions, cancers, ulcers, 
and mortifications generate. Szah/, in his 
Differtation de Vena Porte, not inaptly called 
this vein porta malorum., 

Vitiated blood received from the difeafed 
abdominal vifcera into the vena porte, will 
produce an ill-fecreted, black, vitiated dz/e ; 
and this being conveyed to the duodenum, — 
cannot unite the oleaginous with the pancre- 
atic and ferous juices, nor has it power to 
expel the groffer aliments ; hence coftivenefs, 
ill-prepared chyle, &c. &c. 

16. The perverfion or retardation of the 
fecretions and excretions, either diminifh the 
quantity of chyle, pancreatic juice, bile, 

or 
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or urine; or change their qualities: hence 
the aliment paffing from the ftomach, re- 
ceives not its proper changes in the duode- 
num. A depraved chyle is the confequence. 

17. Depraved chyle produces a morbid 
ftate of the blood. 

18. Vitiated 4/ood generates impure and 
acrimonious fluids, and difeafed, weak fo- 
lids; thefe are conftantly irritated by the 
fharp ftimulating qualities of the fluids. 

“1g. The urine is fecreted copioufly, and 
difcharged without thofe conftituent parti- 
cles which are evacuated in health, and de- 
pendant on falutiferous digeftion, chylifica, 
tion, and fanguification. | 

20. The fluids once in a ftate of deprava- 
tion, act with increafed energy on the ner- 
vous fenfible fyftem and mufcular fibres : the 
fenfible nervous fyftem re-aéts on the mind 
and organs of digeftion: hence the caufe be- 
comes the effect, and the effect the caufe of 
all the diftreffing evils, obftructions, &c. 
a1. The caufer of convulfions in various 
parts are eafily conceived. ‘The free admiffi- 
on of the nervous influence to all mufcular 
parts, conftitutes regular action, voluntary 

| and 


» 
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and involuntary; acrid irritations produce the 
fame effects as punctures, or {timuli of acrid 
preparations in mufcles, or in the heart; 
ftrong compreflions on the brain or nerves 
are fimilar to ligatures furrounding nerves, 
and benumb the inferior parts. The for- 
mer excite contractions, even after death, in 
mufcular parts; the latter, a diminution or 
deprivation of the moving powers during 
life: hence ftupor, coma, fyncope, infenfibi- 
lity, death, &c *. 

» Thefe convulfive effects, in part, are pro- 
duced, although the communication with 
the brain is intercepted, or the principal de- 
fcending nerves are comprefled ; hence partial 
convulfions. 

The total and continued compreffion of the 
nerves, however, produce palfy; but the 
blood circulates in the part, unlefs the artery 
be compreffed. 

A ligature on the arteries deftroys animal 
heat, by the deftitution of the arterial con- 
tractions, and the free circulation of the 


blood ; 


* Thefe caufes of fymptoms are not fo methodical as they 
might be delivered ; but whoever wifhes for a more accurate ac- 
count, may confult my Schela medicine univerfalis nova. 
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blood; hence anzmal heat depends chiefly on 
the circulation of the blood. 

The circulation of the blood depends on 
the nerves communicating with the heart 
from the brain; for though the heart and 
other mufcles contra&t after death, on being 
ftimulated, it only demonftrates, that thofe 
parts {till contain fome of that xervous princi=- 
ple which exifted in life, and of which they 
are not deprived of even pofl mortem. 

As this nervous principle evidently exitts in 
mufcular fibles in death, it is eafy to conceive 
its powers were more enegntic and active in 
life, and therefore more capable of contrac- 
tion. It muft appear rational, that convul- 
fions may happen in various places, while 
others are at reft, not being ftimulated; and — 
the mind at the fame time lofe its percepti- 
bility, by compreffions on the brain, as in 
the epilepfy, &c. 

22. All the fenfations nominated nervous, 
are perceptions in the brain, or fenforium com- 
mune, conveyed by the irritated nerves of 
parts, and dependant on the communication 
and fympathy of the nervous fyftem. 

} | In 
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In hyfteric complaints, the par vagum and 
intercofial nerves, their branches and com-~ 
munications, are particularly irritated and af- 
fected. Whoever refleé&ts on the importance 
of the parts difeafed; the ftructure and dif- 
tracted {tate of the nervous filaments and gan- 
glions for conveying the alarm to the fenfes ; 
with the various exertions to oppofe the for- 
midable enemy thus attacking the principal 
and vital parts, muft be {truck with wonder 
and admiration at the uncommon wifdom of 
nature in the conftruction of this curious fy{- 
tem of the human body. 

The nervous confenfus partium eafily ex~ 
plains the palpitations of the heart, the diffi. 
culty in refpiration and hiccups, from the 
efforts produced by obftructed circulation, 
and compreflions in the lungs, or irritation 
on the diaphragm, &c. &c. 

The moft fufceptible minds being the 
greatef{t victims to this diforder, demonftrate 
clearly the furprifing effects of the mind on 
the body : for it often happens, that the com- 
paffionate {pectators, from furprife, fear, and 
fenfibility, are attacked with thefe com-. 
plaints, as happened lately at Paris by animal 

, magnetifin 3 
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magnetifm; and itis common in families, to 
fee a female attendant attacked in the fame 
manner from a perturbed imagination. Thofe 
who poffefs leaft feeling, are leaft affected by 
this difeafe, and can hardly conceive its poffi- 
bility ; are too apt to conclude on the feelings 
of others by their own fenfations: but this is 
a partial and falfe conclufion. 

This extreme nervous fenfibility Reaves to. 
arife from the blood, fixed, or other air, act- 
ing as a ftrong ftimulus on the nervous fyf- 
tem, and the re-action of the nervous influ 
ence onthe circulating powers. 

Perfons of {trong health never experience 
the diforder, even. though the mind be vio- 
lently affected ; it happens to the delicate in 
mind and body, whofe blood is in an acri- 
monious {ftate, and the body irritable, from 
the caufes already enumerated. That the 
mind is very fenfibly affected by the difeafes 
_ of the body, no ftronger proofs need be ad 
duced, than the change of the difpofition 
under any chronic difeafe; where the moft 
placid, tranquil minds, become peevith, ill- 
natured, and often irafcible. 3 

The 
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The ftate of the blood, form of body, their 
acting powers on the nervous fyftem, and 
this again on that incornprehenfible part call- 
ed the mind, caufe all the diverfity of cha- 
racter amongft human beings, and has a great 
influence in the moral condué€t of human 
life. Envy, generofity, illiberality, liberality, 
fortitude and timidity, placidity and irafci- 
bility, happy or unhappy fenfations, very 
much depend on the ftate of the blood; and 
the phyfician who moft reflects, and beft 
comprehends thefe diverfities in human na- 
ture, will always be moft capable of relieving 
difeafes. To the difcerning and obferving, 
the phyfiognomy will convey much know~ 
ledge of human character, and it may direct 
a proper choice of remedies, more adapted 
to the various conftitutions, than is appre-~ 
hended by thofe who idly fix one method or 
f{tandard of cure to all objects that offer, He 
who acts more by the exigency of the indi- 
vidual cafes in phyfic, than by the written 
directions of medical authors, will always 
beft fucceed in conquering difeafes. There 
is an alertnefs in prefcribing acquired by long 
experience, 
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experience, repeated reflection, and extenfive 
practice, that no books can communicate. 

The hiftory of medicine furnifhes us with 
many inftances in hofpitals and orphan-hou- 
-_fes,of the transferring convulfive epileptic dif. 
orders from one affected patient to another by 
fight, and the force of imagination :. : 

| The 

* Baglivius, in his Praxis Medica, cap. 14. §. 2. mentions 
a young man of Dalmatia, who, from looking at a perfon in an 
epileptic fit, was himfelf affeéted in the fame manner. I have 
been witnefs to many fimilar inftances. 

- The late Dr. Whytt, of Edinburgh, fays in his book on ner- 
vous diforders : | 

‘¢ It frequently happened in the royal infirmary here, in Edin. 
ss burgh, that women have been feized with hyfteric fits from 
s¢ feeing others attacked with them.” 

One of the moft remarkable inftances of this kind happened in 
the poor houfe at Haerlem, in the time of the famous Dr, Boer- 
haave, and is recorded by his nephew in the following manner: 

In domo, qua pauperes ex eleemofynis publice aluntur in ci- 
vitate Harlemenfi, perterrita puella incidit in morbum nervorum 
convulfivam, certis paroxyfmis reducem: adftantium & adju- » 
vantium in €am intenta, itidem corripitur eodem morbo : 
poftridie altera, deinde tertia, quarta, imo fere omnes, tam 
pueri quam puellz; ftatus miferrimus! corripitur hec, corri- 
pitur illa, imo fere omnes eodem tempore, dum unum alter 
afpicit, profternuntur. 

Medici folertes fruftra adhibent quae dittat. ars, faluberrima 


- antiepileptica remedia. 
e.4 Confugitur 
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The prognoflics of this complex diforder 
are to be formed from the force or magnitude 


ors 


Confugitur taridem ad Boerhaavium, qui mifertus infelicis 
pauperum fortis, petiit Harlenum, & dum rem examinat, in- 
vadente in unum paroxy{mo, vidit convelli plures fpecie epi- 
lepfiz. 

Datis incaflum optimis remediis a medicis fapientibus & 
ad imaginationem ex uno in alterum traducto morbo, his rite 
perpenfis, hance avertendo, credidit pofle curam obtineri, & 
obtinuit. } 

Scilicet premonitis ephoris, prefentibus omnibus, juffit per 
cameram difponi fornaces portatiles, prunis ardentibus inftructas, 
atque iis imponi ferreos hamulos ad certam figuram adaptatos, 
tum ita mandavit : 

Quia omnia fruftra forent, fe aliud nefcire remedium, 
quam ut qui primus, puer foret vel puella, infaufto morbi 
paroxyfmo arriperetur, locus quidam nudati brachii candente 
ferro ad os ufque inureretur; utque gravitate pollebat dicendi, 
-perterriti omnes ad crudele remedium, dum inftare fentiunt 
paroxyf{mum, omni mentis intentione & metu dolorifiez in- 
uftionis, eidem refiftunt fortioris oblatione idez. 

Et certe quantum valeat hic ab objecto anime intentz revulfio, 
docet epilepfia diverfimode curata, ut quidem ipfe terror eandem 
fuftulerit, febris epidemica, quartana, ptyalifmus, matrimonium, 
virga.--——Abr. Kaaw Boerhaave, Impet. faciens Hippocrati 
diGium, 4. 406. 

There is a wonderful fympathy between the nervous fyf- 
tems of different perfons, whence various motions and morbid 
fymptoms are often communicated from one to another, without 
any corporeal contact or infe¢tion. 

The fight of one perfon vomiting, has often excited the fame 


action in others. 
Yawning 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Ge. 307 


of the different paroxy{ms and conftitution of 
the patients. 
| 1. The 


Yawning is propagated from one perfon through a whole 
company. 

While I was at Paris in 1784, which city I have vifited 
many times, to examine medical improvements, animal mag- 
netifm was in great vogue. Though I had every reafon from 
commot fenfe to fufpeét this charletanerie of knavery acting on 
folly, I ftudied the affair with the greateft accuracy, being 
acquainted with the famous Dr. Franklin, one of the commiffa- 
ries appointed by the French King to examine the matter. 
Several converfations with this philofopher fatisfied me, that the 
whole was impofition. In the Rapport des Commiffaires, which 

was prefented me in a pamphlet by my efteemed friend, Dr. 

Franklin, is the following hiftory, as an illuftration of mag~ 
netic deceptions. 
_ © Le jour de la céremonie de la premiére communion, faite 
s¢en la paroifle de St. Roch, l’an 1780. Aprés l’office du 
«* foir, on fit, ainfi qu’il eit d’ulage, la proceffion en dehors. 
«© A peine les enfans furent ils rentrés a Veéglife, & rendu a 
ss leurs places, qu’ane jeune fille fe trouva mal, & eut des 
*¢ convulfions. Cette affection fe propagea avec une telle ra- 
«¢ pidité, que dans l’efpace d’une demie-heure, cinquante ou 
** foixante jeunes filles, de douze a dix neuf ans, tomberent 
s dans les mémes convulfions; c’eft a dire, ferrement a la 
** gorge, gonflement 4 l’eftomac, étouffement, le hocquet & 
*€ convulfions plus ou moins fortes. 

** Ces accidens reparureut & quelques dans le courant de Ia 
‘¢ femaine; mais le Dimanche fuivant, étant oflemblées chez 
** Jes Dames de Sainte Anne, dont linftitution eft d’enfeigner 
*« Jes jeunes filles, douze retomberent dans les mémes con- 
** vulfions, & il en feroit tombé d’avantage, fi on n’eut eu la 


X 2 Sores | 
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1. The flatulent byfteric paffion is rarely at 
tended with any immediate or even future 
danger; it is more troublefome to the patient, 
than alarming to the fkilful and experienced 


phyfician. 

2. The convulfive rbd pafion is more 
difficult of cure than the preceding, but 
rarely ever dangerous. I have known it 
continue many years, and at laft has en- 
tirely quitted the patient. 

Thofe, however, who can Be) and_ beit 
command the emotions of the mind, are 
moft eafily cured. 

After the diforder has ravaged in the Ns 
any flight affection of the mind can repro- 

duce 


“‘ précaution de renvoyer fur le champ chaque enfant chez 
“¢ fes parens. On fut obligé de multiplier les écoles. En fepa- 
“‘rant ainfi les enfans, & ne les tenant pas affemblés qu’en 
‘¢ petit nombre, trois femaines fuffirent pour difliper entiérement 
“* cette affection convulfive epidemique. 

«© Voyez pour des exemples’ femblables le naturalifme des 
«© convulfions par M. Hecquet.” 

How fhocking it is to refle¢t on the dreadful effecis of the 
animal magnetifa arifing merely from apprehenfion! On num- 
bers have been entailed convul/ive fits, where none before exifted, 
which may remain through life. Thefe fits were knaviihly called 
jes crifes, but arofe from fear or furprife: perhaps.a female adtre/s 
or two were hired for the purpofe of mimicklng fits and 
diftortions, &c. 
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duce the hyfteric fit, nor is it always in 
the power of the patient to avoid being 
affected; reafon and reflection often com- 
ing too late for the purpofe, and paffion 
predominating with an ungovernable {way. 
The art of phyfic fhould not be accufed of 
—defe&t, when the caufes of a difeafe are 
chiefly refident in the mind, ever ready 
to burft forth with impetuous violence on 
the moft trivial occafions; yet a judicious 
medical management, very often changes 
the natural, accidental, or acquired difpo- 
fition of the patient. In proportion as the 
body advances from debility to firm 
ftrength, fo proportionably will the difeafe 
‘decreafe, and the mind become more tran- 
quil. | 
The freriorofe, or apoplectic hyfteric paffion, 
is more ferious than the former two fpe- 
cies, becaufe it indicates compretfion in 
the cerebrum, or cerebellum ; but this rarely 
proves fatal; after profoundly fleeping and _ 
{noring, the patient gradually recovers: it 
is moft alarming, if the refpiration be 
fhort and. difficult; becaufe it fhews, ge- 
3 nerally, 
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nerally, an impeded or obftructed circula- 
tion of the blood through the lungs. 

The effects of the diforder manifeft ob- 
ftructions in the vifcera of the abdomen and 
thorax ;: for congeftions in the parts, or di- 
Jatations and {tagnations in the veffels, parti- 
cularly thofe that communicate with the vena 
porte, have been obferved by diffections after 
death. ncaa 

In the hyfteric affections, with difficulty of 
breathing, the lungs have been found putrid 
and difeafed. 

In other cafes, the abominal vifcera, parti- 
cularly the omentum, mefentery, inteftines, 
fpleen, pancreas, uterus, ovaria, and the {to- 
mach itfelf, has been forced out of its fitua- 
tion even towards the pubis*. 


All 


* Hyfteriafeu paffio hyfterica. 
Anatomical Examinations after Death. 

SeGiones cadaverum exhibent ovaria mole ampliora, aliove mo- 
do labefactata : continent laticem, materiam febaceam, cafeofam, 
pilos, offa, &c. ex organis fcirrhofis erumpunt, tubercula, hyda- 
tides, tumores cyftici, &c. 

Contaminantur etiam uterus, tuba fallopianez, vafa {permatica, 
cervix uteri. 

Ventriculus depulfus, duodenum ampliatum, colon, rectum, 
infarta, obftructa ; mefenterium, pancreas, aliaque vifcera 

ab. 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Gc. 311 


All thefe appearances after death cannot 
be called caufes of the difeafe, although they 


are 
[ 
abdominalia, inflammata, fcirrhofa, hydatica, purulenta, pu- 
trida. 

Herniz epiploice, pulmones Iefi, cor nonnunquam ampliffi- 
mum, turgidum, cum polypofis concretionibus. 

Stagnationes, obftruCtiones in abdomine, pectore & in ce- 
rebro. 

In the courfe of above thirty years full practice, I have feized 
every opportunity to examine human bodies after death; for 
from this fource of intelligence, the real caufes and effects of 
difeafes are difcoverable, This knowled ge is the fureft, to purge 
the mind of vifionary hypothefes, and points out the moft rational 
cure for difeafes. In nervous hyfteric cafes, I have found, more 
or lefs, the vifcera difeafed ; and in convulfive cafes, the veffels 
of the brain extremely turgid, or effufions of blood. This laft 
fhews the danger of giving emetics to nervous people. 

Symptomata. Extifpicia. 

Hyfterica multum & gra- Ventriculus ad hypogaf- 
vioribus paroxy{mis vexata, trium delapfus. 
cum doloribus acerbiffimis & 

- animi defe¢tionibus. 
Hyfteria, cum ventre tumido Tumores in ovariis & mefen- 
refpiratione  difficili, tuffi terio. 

ficca. 

——-—— invadit mulierem hz- Pulmones & lien putridi. 
moptyfi obnoxiam & men- 

ftrua fuflaminat. ) 
fuccedit delirium me- Ovaria {cirrhofa. 
lancholicum, 


Ayfierica, 


\ 
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are the effects of the hyfteric paffion, and the 


caufe of death; but the preventing fuch ef- 
fects 


Symptomata. 


Extifpicias 
Hyfterica, ex improvifo eneca~ Ovaria fcirrhofa. 
tur hyfterica. 


Tumores in ovariis. 


; — cum variis abdominis 


tumoribus ac- 


hydropem 


cerfit. 


{tipatur hypochondri- 
febre 


orum intumefcentia, 


vefpertina. 


. epilepfia. 
Infultus hyfterict cum convul- 


Pulmones tuberculofi, intefti- 
na & omentum inflammata, 
uterus inculpatus. 

Pancreas putridum. 


Uterus ingens intu$ materiam 


fionibus, tumore indolente purulentam recondit. 
uteri oborto fugantur, fed 

' dein hzmorrhoides pertina- 
cifime eveniunt & his mors 
- fuccedit. 

w—— flipantar tumore & Ventriculus ad pubem delap- 

dolore in hypogaftrio poft fus. 


partum crefcente, 


— cum dolore ftomachi Hernia epiploica, ventriculus 


poft partum recrudefcente. e fede depulfus, 


Highmorus, Sylvius, and Sydenham, accufe the ftomach, 
pancreas, mefentery, and vena porte, as the genuine feat of 
the difeafe. Carolus Pifo, in Selectioribus Obfervationibus, 
conceives the feat to be in the cerebrum, or in the beginning 
of the nerves, Hoffman, in the uterus and its veffels, from 
fpafmodic conftrictions, after in the nerves about the facrum 
and loins; and from fympathy of parts, communicating their 
effects to the nervous membranes of the medulla, of the fpine, 


and 
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feats fhould be the principal object in the 
treatment of the diforder: it will, however, 


appear 


and gradually from the inferior to all the fuperior parts. Hoff- 
man, De malo hyfterico, 


Appearances in Bodies after Death. 


Mefenterium plurimis glandulis fcirrhofis, duriffimis & varia 
magnitudinis & figure obfeflum: vix ob duritiem difcindi 
poterant. Uterus & ovaria cum tubis, recenti quafi coagu- 
_ lato la&e turgebant. Blancardi tv. obfervatio anatom. pract. 
rational. | 

Morgagnus, de fedibus & caufis morborum, relates the ap- 
pearances of a woman after death, whofe menfes had been 
fuppreffed four months, accompanied with violent hyfterics and 
madnefs. 

Venter jecur habuit eo colore quo elixum eft: bilis tamen 
que ex ejus veficula exfudavit, croceo colore vividiflimo prox. 
ima infecerat inteftina. Teftes albi, duri, fcirrhofi, equo mae 
jores, & fuopte pondere quafi pone uterum tracti, Uterini fundi 
interior facies, fanguinolento quafi muco non fecus oblita vides 
batur, ac fi menftrua, jam inftarent, aut nuperrime fluxiffent : 
preterea in illa ipfa facie ex fubftantia uteri parvula, & perpauca 
prominebant tuburcula, verrucaram fimilia, 

Another inftance of an hyfterical woman, remarkably timo- 
rous, of a corpulent body, addiéted to wine, &c. who had been 
fubjeé&t to tremblings and faintings from the moft trifling caufes. 
She vomited often, and could bear nothing folid on her ftomach. 
She was at laft feized with moft grievous hyfteric affections, and 
died within an hour or two. Epift. xiv. 23. 

Thorace reclufo, finifter pulmo aliquo loco & leviter; dexter 
autem ferme undique, fuperiore excepta pasticula, arctiflime ad 

pleuram 
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appear, that phyficians have more confidered 
the palliation of fymptoms, than the radical 


cure of this difficult and diftrefling difeafe. 
The 


pleuram adherens inventus eft per quandam membranam, quz 
preter naturam tunice pulmoni induéta erat. Pulmones ambos 
cum fecaremus, duros, & quafi tendineos pluribus offendimus lo- | 
cis; fpumofo praterea humore, quafi faliya quadam, paffim {ca- 
tentes. 

Pericardium non paucam habuit aquam ex fufco turbidam. 

Cordis autem uterque thalamus nigrum fanguinem, & fluidum. 

Dexter infyper modicam polypofam concretionem, albam, fed 
mollem, cui fimilis altera in pulmonari fuit arteria, plurimo cum 
janguine. Hoc turgidiffima erat auricula dextera ; ftrigofa autem 
finiftra. Verum huic auricule annexus ventriculus, naturali am- 
plior, non unum obtulit animadverfione dignum. Namque, ut 
tendineas omittam fibrillas quz inter mitrales valvulas, columnaf- 
que ducuntur, vifas effe plures quam foleant; certe ee columnz 
erant zquo crafliores, duriorefque, ut multo potius tendinez, 
quam carnex, viderentur, five colorem fpettares, qui albus erat, 
five renixum attenderes quem fecanti fcalpello objiciebant. Pra 
terea in ejufdem yentriculi parietibus hic illic paffim quedam oc- 
currebant loca in quibus carnea fubftantia cordis aut alba, aut ex 
rubro alba ita erat, nt a primo glandularum quafi quaruadam {pe- 
cie imponerent; fed eodem illo peculiari renixu, diffecantibus 
fimilem fe columnarum oftendit, Vitium hoc carnis cardis, in 
tendineam naturam degenerantis, quo magis ab interiore ventri- 
culi facie ad exteriorem purgabat, eo fiebat evidentius, pertine- 
batque exterius ad eum quogque locum cui feptum cordis refpon- 
det. Quin pinguedo ipfa huic vifceri impofita non omnis fecun- 
dum naturam fe habuit. In pofteriore enim facie cordis per duos 


non paryos fecundum longitudinem tra@tus inequalis erat, ibi- 
demque 
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The hyfteric and nervous diforders will 
be much eafier cured when recent, than when 


they 


demque ex fufco rubefcebat. Arteria magna a corde ad curva- 
turam ufque propemodum totam, non valde quidem, fed eviden- 
ter tamen dilatata, prope feptum tran{verfum xquo anguftior vifa 
eft. Incifa, & fanguine, quo non carebat, effufo, oftendit tota 
interiore facie a corde ad ramos faltem ufque emulgentes, parti- 
culas quafdum albidiores, & lineas nonnihil’ extantes: praterea 
non eo folum quem modo dicebam, tractu, fed & alibi quantum 
ex diffectis fuperioribus quibufdam ejus ramis, cognovimus, in- 
timam tunicam facile adeo a proxima fejungendam, ut levifli- 
mam {calpelli fri€tionem magna ejus frufta fequerentur. In ven- 
tre autem hzc videremus. Omentum lienem verfus retra¢étum. 
Perturbatus inteftinorum fitus. Hz2zc, colon precipue, & rectum, 
aére multum diftenta. Mefenterium quidem, ventriculum, fple- 
nem, & jecur, cujus veficula bile turgebdt, fana. Pancreas au- 
tem, quod ut nonnulla tenuia inteftina decliviore prefertim parte 
rubebat, glandulofis acinis jufto firmioribus, & inter fe magis 
diftin@tis. Uterum denique, tubas, & non parvam vaginz par- 
tem, cum ibi fic fatis, tum prefertim poftridie, ut plus temporis, 
& diuturnum lumen haberemus e cadavere adempta, diligentius 
examinantes, hec adnotavimus, Pofteriori fundi uterini faciei 
exterils circa medium adnatus erat per brevem pedanculum glo- 
bulus, nihil magis albedine, forma, & magnitudine referens, 
quam parvum cerafum immaturum: quem fecantes, ex fibrofa 
quidem, ‘ed callofa fubftantia, confufifque fibrarum ordinibus, 
factum deprehendimus: cujufmodi alter globulus i intra ipfam pa 
rietum uteri craflitudinem erat conditus. Mox apertus uteri fun- 
dus multo apparuit fubcruento muco foedatus: quo deterfo, cum 
apprefiis fubtus digitis, undique ex fundo quidem; non ex cer- 
vice, multoque minus ex vagina; prodeuntes mediocri expref- 
fione fanguineas guttas oftendiflem; tam difplicuit Santorino 

: | quod 
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they have continued many years: becaufe in 
the former the vifcera may not be difeafed ; 
but in the latter, affections of the vifcera are 
always to be apprehended. 

When the difeafe has originated in the 
body, it is eafier removed than where the 
mind has been primarily affected ; becaufe 
the .bodily complaints often yield to the 
power of medicine ; but the paflions of the 
foul are too often above all {kill and remedies. 
The emotions of the mind cannot be eafily 

; | fup- 


quod pro certo fcire non potuiffemus, an mulier prope abeffet a 
menftruis, quam fe antea * horum {caturiginem in vagina potius 
effe, quam in utero, credidiflet. Cervicis fuperiore parte ex. 
cepta, reliquum longe alio rubore infeCtum erat, quafi ab inflam- 
-matione videlicet, quiab altero latere magis ad fufcum inclinabat, 
nec tamen ufquam cervicis fubftantiam alte pervadebat, In tu- 
bis quoque mucofus humor fuit; fed albus. Utraque erat aéri, 
per majus orificium immiffo, in uterum pervia: nec deerant pro- 
pe id orificium hydatides. Teftium uterque ab inclufis cellulis 
tumebat; fed alter magis, qui preter magnam, minores quoque 
plures habuit cellulas, omnes fero plenas, una excepta in qua pus 
album fuit. In altero fimul cum cellulis, & veficulis ferum con- 
tinentibus, alias vidimus cellulas intus nigricantes, In utriufque 
autem fuperficie ofcula animadverteramus, tenue fpecillum ad- 
mittentia ; pracipue vero in membranis per quas cum teftibus 
tube ne¢tuntur. 


* Opulfc, med, 4. n, 
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fupprefled, becaufe they are often, ab origine, 
in delicate and fufceptible conftitutions. 
There may be obferved a promptitude in 
nervous patients to torment themfelves on 
moft occafions, without any reflections on the 
injury and fhocks they give their tender 
habits. 

The indications for the cure, of the hyfteric 
paffion and nervous affections may be formed 
from the /ymptoms, caufes, and effects of thofe 
difeafes. | 

The /ymptoms fhould be palliated, the caw/es 
removed, and effeéfs, fuch as {cirrhofities, 
congeftions, and obftructions of the vifcera, 
prevented, or removed. | 

The treatment is to be confidered under 
two diftinct heads ; the palliation of fymp- 
toms, and the removal of caufes. 

The palliation of fymptoms is chiefly ap- 
plicable during the paroxy{m or hyfteric fit ; 
and this is beft determined by its degree of 
violence. 

While the radical cure is attempted, the 
urgent fymptoms are likewife to be mi- 
tigated. | | 

The 
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The flatulent or windy hyfteric fit is alles 
viated by fetid and volatile medicines the 
moment deglutition is poflible. Tincture of 
affafetida and fpiritus falis volatihs, or cornu 
cervl, 20 or 30 drops of each in water or va- 
lerian tea; a few drops of oil of amber, or 
oleum animale. 

In faintings, the fumes of vinegar, {piritus 
eethereus, or any volatile {pirits, or falts, are 
to be applied to the nofe; burnt feathers, 
oil of amber, &c. 

If thefe fhould not fucceed in recovering 
the patient, a clyfter is to be injected, com- 
pofed of fome bitter or aloetic purgative, and 
tincture of affafcetida ; not only to empty 
the recium, but to folicit the inverted pe- 
riftaltic motion of the inteftines to its na- 
tural action, and promote the expulfion of 
the diftending air, or wind downwards. 


No. 46. Ks Decoét, com. pro clyfter. 3vj. 
Ol. olivar. Zifs. 
Syr. © fpin. cerv. 3vj. M. f. enema, ftatim ins 
jiciendum, repetendumque pro re nat. 
No, 47. Fk. Decoét. com. pro clyfter, 3 vj. 
Tina. facr. 3vj. 
—~——aflafcetid. 3ij. 
©). olivar, Zifs. f. enemas: 


No e 485 
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No. 48, . Ag. pur. tepid. Zvj. 
Sal. com. 3yvj. 
Syr.e. {pin. cerv. 
Ql]. olivar. aa, 3]. f. enema. 


In the paffio hyfterica convulfiva, or convul- 
five hyfteric paffion, the fit mutt be treated in 
the foregoing manner: but if the patient be 
plethoric, or the veffels of the face full, turgid 
or red, bleeding during the fit will be necef- 
fary when the operation can be performed. 
Bleeding certainly weakens the force of the 
fit, and fhortens its duration; probably, by 
diminifhing the force of blood afcending to 
the head during the paroxy{m, and rendering 
the circulation through the internal and ex- 
ternal jugulars, vertebral and occipital veins, 
more free. The former are greatly comprefi- 
ed, by the dilatation of the cefophagus and 
ftricture on the fauces in the fit; and there 
have been. inftances, though very rare, in 
which an effufion of blood on the ceredrum 
or cerebellum, or of ferum in the ventricles 
of the brain, have proved fatal*. 

fe 


* In my diffections after death [ have met with two inftances ; 
though thefe are fufficient to prove the poffibility. In the firit, 
| the 
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In languid pale habits, with great debility, 
and efpecially when the diforder has been of 
long duration, bleeding z” paroxy/mo vel extra 
paroxy/mum is improper, and fometimes 
hurtful. 

The patient during the convulfions fhould 
be placed as erect as poifible in a chair, to fa- 
vor the defcent of blood through the veins of 
the head and neck. 

In the paffio hyfterica flertorofa, or hyfteric 
- paffion, with fnoring and ftupor fimilar to 
apoplexy ; bleeding, except in very relaxed 
patients, fhould be always prefcribed ; there 
is more danger to apprehend, and lefs to 
hope, in this than in the other fpecies. _ 

Sharp, irritating clyfters fhould be ufed, 
No. 46, &c. 

Volatile falts or fpirits fhould be 2 apie’ 
to the noftrils; blifters to the neck, back, 
arms, or legs ; and finapifms to the feet. 

If the patient be able to fwallow, evacua- 
tions by ftool fhould be procured by active 
cathartics. 
the patient died in ftrong convulfions, after a violent paflion of 


anger; in the fecond, itrong convulfions and a ftupor fucceeded 
after a violent, vomit. 


Drinks 
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Drinks of all forts are to be very {paringly — 
admitted, left the veffe/s continue diffended. 

After evacuating the feces, perfpiration 
thould be promoted by camphor, and the tar- 
tarum antimoni, ox other antimonials, in 
fuch {mall dofes, as never to excite naufea; 
or by the /piritus minderert and camphor ; or 
by /a/ volatils ammoniacus, nitrum, and cam- 
phora, in the more florid and_ plethorie 
habits. , 

Thefe are the general modes of treatment 
neceflary for the three principal fpecies of the 
hyfteric paffion during the fit: but they muft 
be varied according to the conftitutions of © 
patients, circumftances of cafes, and caufes 
from which they originate. 

In the firft attacks, the /ancet may be ufed 
with more freedom than when the difeafe 
has continued. More d/ocd may be taken 
from thofe, where the paffion of anger, of 
extreme quicknefs of temper, predominate, 

than in grief, melancholy, anxiety, and de- 
{pondency. 

The zndications to obtain a radrcal cure in 
thefe complaints confift, J 

Vou. L. ¥ | bao 
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1. In determining the fuperabundant air 
downwards, and directing the inverted pe- 
riftaltic motion of the inteftinal canal to its 
due and natural condition. 

This is produced by gentle laxatives of the 
bitter and aloetic kind, joined with fetid re- 
medies and carminatives. 

By diminithing the quantity of air, and 
preventing effervefcences, or fermentations in 
the ftomach ; therefore all vegetables of the 
green kind, fallads, and fweetened food, 
peafe, beans, &c. fhould be avoided. 

Plain lean meats are moft proper, and fuch 
drinks that occafion no fermentation: {mall 
beer, ale, and all liquors, either in a ftate of 
fermentation, or likely to produce fermen- 
tation, increafe the diforder. 

The patient’s feelings, however, fhould 
direct the choice; and this is eafily determined 
by obferving what foods and drinks beftagree, 
or occafion leaft flatulency. 

Spirits and water check fermentation more 
than any other liquors; but they hinder nu- 
trition. ‘Though the generation of a large 
quantity of air may be very troublefome and 


inju- 
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injurious, yet a moderate portion is not only 
ufeful but neceflary. 

Old hock and Seltzer water, or other 
wines of a proper age and water, com- 
monly agree. 

The London porter, 1s an _ excellent liquor 
for feveral hyfteric patients; but then no 
other drink fhould be allowed at or after 
meals. | | 

2. The over diftenfion of the ftomach and 
inteftines is generally productive of great 
relaxation, lofs of appetite, indigeftion, debi- 
lity, &c. The ftomach fhould be braced by 
an abftinence from all relaxing drinks, and 
fpoon foods, which act as fomentations to 
the already relaxed parts; and the patient 
fhould, when>out of the fit, take mild 
chalybeate, vitriolic preparations, bitters, and 
bark. See remedies from No. 2. to No. 19. : 
No. 26 and av 

There will be found, Lawes in prac- 
_ tice many female patients, particularly thofe 
- who are flender, or whofe fibres and mufcles 
feem rigid and elaftic, who cannot bear the 
flighteft tonics or bracers; owing, perhaps, 
to rigid fibres of the ftomach, or having 

Y 2 little 
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little mucus in the ftomach to counteract 
the fudden effets of bracers on the cardiac 
nerves: thefe commonly experience an ob- 
{tinate conftipation. 

In fuch cafes aloetics, joined with cremor 
tartari, and-very {mall dofes of calomel united 
- with the aloetica purgantia in moderate dofes, 
have beft fucceeded when taken dis vel ter in 
Septimana. 

An over abundance of fixed air in the in- 
teftines has been greatly relieved by sme 
water alone; the air is acid, the lime water 
its powerful oppofite. 

3. The impervioufnefs of the lacteal vef- 
fels on the furface of the inteftines muft be 
removed: being a principal caule otiaime 
perfect nutrition. 

The caufes are, an accumulation of in- 
{piffated mucus, which is beft diflodged by 
aloetics and cremor tartar. or by a folution of 
borax in the znafufum amarum. 

If the lacteal veffels fhould be impervi- 
ous, from their orifices having loft the 
power of abforption, being filled with the 
coagulated Ps in their fmalleft tubular 

vill, 
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villi, mercurials are to be prefcribed; from 
half a grain to two grains of well- 
prepared calomel 1s to be taken twice or 
thrice in the week; the pilule mercuri- 
ales, the zthiops mineral, or cinnabar with 
camphor; the pilula rubra, and other alte- 
ratives. But even thefe preparations muft be 
cautioufly adminiftered to nervous patients ; 
becaufe metallic fubftances of all forts fre- 
quently produce tremors, and debility of the 
nervous powers. 

If the mouths of the lacteals fhould be 
impervious from relaxation, or an afonia, 
chalybeates, vitriolic acids, bark, and volatile 
falts are ufeful, in conjunction, occafionally, 
with mercurials, chiefly ufed as alterants. 

The fir? of the preceding caufes, in which 
an adhering infpiffated mucus is apprehended, 
is common to the corpulent. 

The /econd, where the chyle coagulates in 
the tubes, is common to the pale, languid, 
and debilitated, in whom the arterial ations 
are diminifhed, or to the groffer habits, 
when the oleaginous particles of chyle fuper- 


abound. | 
The 
ee 
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The ¢hird is owing to caufes fimilar to the 
foregoing, and the cure fhould be attempted 
by the fame means. 

The fourth caufe of nutritious chyle not en- 
tering the lacteals, is its bad quality from va- 
rious improper mixtures, and a contraction of 
the mouths of the zvév//-on the inteftinal fur- - 
face.  @ 

This laft cafe is more difficult to remove 
than the others, as-it requires a better digef- 
tion in the ftomach, a more pure chyle in the 
duodenum and {mall inteftines, and a removal 
of the ftricture of the veffels, without which 
the neceffary abforption cannot be readily per- 
formed. 

This is commonly attendant on patients of 
a flender habit, tenfe, rigid fibres, exquifite 
fenfibility, and violent paflions. The cure of 
fuch can feldom be obtained, becaufe every 
fudden and momentary emotion of the mind 
will counteract many months labor of the moft 
profound medical fkill. Antifpafmodics, de- 

-obftruent alteratives, acids, or alcalines, as_ 
circumftances and caufes occur, are to be re- 
commended ; but above all other prefcrip- 
tions, tranguilfty of mind, 


a 
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_ It may be obferved, that fatnefs or leannefs, 
ftreneth or weaknefs, fenfibility or torpi- 
dity, do not fo much depend on what foods 
are received into the ftomach, as their proper 
digeftion, abforption, and affimilation with 
the blood, joined with the natural ftructure 


-and form of the body. 


Lean people are frequently great eaters, 
while the corpulent. often eat and drink 
little ; the flender in body more commonly 
agitate their minds on {flight occafions than 
the corpulent ; becaufe they poflefs, in ge- 
neral, more fenfibility. Digeftion, chyli- 
fication, and fanguification, is eafier com- 
pleted in the former than the latter: but 
none of thofe offices are well performed under 
mental perturbation ; hence a vitiated nu- 
trition. Let any one who has travelled 
compare the volatile, lively, good-natured 
French, with the torpid, flow movements 
of the Dutch, and the extremes of human 
character, as to levity and folemn folidity, 
may be eafily obferved. | 

Thefe extremes in human nature, owing 
to climate, diet, or education may be ju- 
dicioufly applied to the practice of medicine 

to 
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to'very great advantage: the more torpid 
habits require the moft powerful mercu- 
vials and antimonials; while the irritable 
and delicate are fometimes much hurt by 
the gentleft remedies of the mineral clafs*. 

4. As the éc/e is always more or lefs vi- 
tiated in nervous, hyfteric patients, it be- 
comes abfolutely neceffary to examine the 
feces or excrements. 

If the evacuated feces be blackith, it 
demontftrates that the bile has been ill fecret- 
ed in the liver, retained too long in the 
gall bladder, or in the duodenum ; by which 
it often lofes the neceflary qualities for atte- 
nuating or mixing the chyle, and its ftimu- 
lus on the furface of the alimentary canal, 

for 


* ‘The different nations in Europe all exhibit to the philo- 
fophic and inquiring mind an extraordinary variety of genius 
and chara¢ter. A lively imagination, quick invention, and a 
refined tafte in all the delicacies of life, I have obferved, cha- 
racterife the French ; perfeverance, patience, and indefatiga- 
ble flow induftry, the Dutch; gravity, folemnity, and man- 
linefs, the Flemifh and Germans; petulance and irafcibility, 
fome of the Italians and Neapolitans, blended with good hu- 
mor, and a defire to pleafe. The different branches of arts and 
iciences flourifh, according to the climate, genius, freedom, laws, 
and religion of each people. | | 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Ge. 329 


for forcing towards the greater inteftines 
the groffer parts of the aliments. 

The coftivenefs from the inert bile is beft 
removed by alvetics, infufum fene@ and cremor 
tartart. 

The more powerful caufe-removing reme- 
dies are wafhed calomel, to a quarter or 
half a grain, every or every other night, | 
joined with three or five grains of fome 
aloetic purgative, as the pilula Ruf, &c. 

The znfifum amarum and the fal diureticus 
fhould be taken two or three times in the 
day, provided they are not rejected by the 
ftomach. 


nes 49. R. Merc. dulc. fub. ppt. & lot. gr. vj. 
Extract. cathart. 5ij. f. pilula No xxiv. quaram 
fumat unam omni noéte, vel alterna quaque noe. 


No. so. K. Infus. amar. 3vj. 
Julep. e camph. 3ifs. 
Spt. lavend. c. 3fs. , 
Sal. diuret. 31j. f. miftura, de quo capiat coch, iij. 

bis vel ter in die. 

The blackifh bile very probably generates 
a great quantity of mephitic air; for no 
human fluid fo foon putrifies as the bile: 
an injurious air is extricated from human 


fub- 


me 
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fubftances verging to a ftate of putrefac- 
tion, in great quantities, as may be ob- 
ferved in the tympanites from vifceral pu- 
tridity ; and the bile particularly haftens 
the corruption of all the human fluids in 
the yellow malignant fever of the Weft 
Indies, ending quickly in death; to many 
inftances of which I have been a fpecta- 
tor, without the power of affording relief, in 
the advanced ftages of the diforder *. 

It muft, then, plainly appear, 1. That 
healthy chyle cannot be expected when the 
bile is ill fecreted, and witzated blood is 
fent to the ver from difeafed vifcera. 

2. From the bile being long retained in the 
gall bladder. 

3. From the conveyance of an impure bile 
through the hepatic duct, fo that the mixed 
bile in the duétus communis cholidochus does 
not enter the duodenum in a fit ftate for pro- 
ducing thofe proper mixtures; not only dedi- 
cated to carry frefh nourifhment to the body, 
but to protrude the fecal parts of the aliments 

through 


* See my medical advice for the army and navy ferving 
in hot climates, 
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through the inferior parts of the inteftinal 
canal. 

The correction of the vitiated bile in- 
cludes not only a removal of ob{truction | 
in the liver itfelf; but likewife of infarc- 
tions, congeftions, obftructions, and retarded 
circulation of the blood veffels, and of all 
the abdominal vifcera, which fend their blood 
into the vena porte. 

To effect fuch important sites tie. three 
conditions of great magnitude and difficulty 
prefent themfelves. ; : 

1. The removal of {cirrhofity, tumefaction, 
or obftruction in the liver or {pleen, aad their 
dependant veffels. 

2. The acquiring a free, eafy. circulation in 
the lymphatic, arterial, and venal fyftems of 
the vifcera, and all their lymphatic glands, 
whether of the mefentery or other parts. 

3. The changing the vitiated, acrimonious 
blood to a pure falutary ftate. 

The accomplifhing thefe grand objects 
may lay the foundation for a radical cure 
of hyfteric and nervous complaints: but 

doing Jefs is only a palliation of the mi- 


{erable fymptoms. 
ee if 
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If the powers of nature be not too much 
debilitated to co-operate with judicious me- 
dicine, fuccefs may crown medical endea- 
vours: butif the remedies moft effectual can- 
not be adminiftered from contra-tndications, 
the cure will be very doubtful, and fome- 
times impoflible : fed nil de/perandum, omnia 
tentanda, with the utmoft circum{pection. 

The removal of infarctions and fcirrhofity 
in the vifcera can alone be expected by me- 
tallic preparations ufed as alteratives, In li- 
ver {cirrhofities of hot climates, mercurials 
ufed as unguents, or prefcribed internally, 
have cured the complaint. Nervous, irrita- 
ble, and hyfteric patients, however, very 
feldom can bear mercury alone in the modes 
ufually prefcribed ; the dofes are generally too 
large, and tremors, with other complaints, 
are the confequence of their ufe. 

Though mercurials given in the large dofes, 
formerly too much in vogue, may have pro- 
duced mifchaef ; yet it does not follow, that 
very {mall portions, as alteratives, repeated 
at proper diftances, or combined with fome 
ftomachic laxative, will be injurious ; on the 
contrary, excellent effects are produced. 


If 
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If mercurials alone be found too ftimu- 
Jating and hurtful to the ftomach, yet when 
united with fulphureous antimonials, their 
active, irritating particles on the ftomach 
and inteftines are obtunded, they become 
mild and efficacious. 


No. 51. RK. Pulv. antimon. cum mere. dulc. fs. 

; Pil. gummos. Diy. M. accurate, f. pilule No. x. 
quarum fumat unam mane & nocte, fuperbi- 
bendo coch. ij. mifture fequentis. 


No. 52. & Julep. e camph. 3iijfs. 
Aq. pur. 3iv. 
Spt. lavend. c. 3fs. M. f. miftura. 


To palliate nervous fymptoms while the 
above remedies are adminitftered, 


No. 53. Rk. Tine. feetid. 
Spt. volat. aromat. aa. 3j. capiat ott. xxxx. vel Lx. ° 
ex coch. ij. infus, rad. valerian. vel infus. zingi- 
: beris ad libitum. 
No. 54. Fe Sulph. aurat. antimon. er. x. 
Cinnab. antimon. ppt. 3ifs. tere fimul, deinde adde 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilula No. xxxx, de quibus 
capiat ij. mane & no¢te, 
No. 55. Ke. Pulv. rad. valerian. J1fo 
Julep. e camph. Ziij. 
Aq. pur. Ziv. me 
- in@. ftomach. 3j. M. f. miftura, de quo capiat 
coch, il}. ter vel quater in die. 


No. 56. 
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No. 56, K. Aithiop. min. 
Pulv, camphor, aa. 3}. | 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilula No. xxiv. quarum 
fumat iv. mane & notte, 
No, 57. K. Julep. e camph. 4v. 
Spt. volat. foetid. 3ijfs. 
—— lJavend. 4ifs. 
Aq. pur. 3ijfs. f. miftura, cujus fumat coch, iij, ad 
libitum in languore. 
No. 58 K. Kerm. min. gr. xij. 
Merc. dulc. fexies fub. ppt. & lot. gr. vj. tere fimul, 
deinde adde 
/ Pulv. camph. gr. xvj. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilule No, xxiv. de quibus _ 
fumat ij. mane & noéte. 
No. sg. . Julep. e mofch. 


—e camph, aa. Ziv. 
p 5 


Confedt. cardiac. 3i}. f. miftura, cujus capiat coch. 
ij. ter vel quater in die. 


Thefe are the moft decided remedies in 
congeftions of the abdominal vifcera, in dif- 
eafed lymphatic veflels and glands, and, ge- 
nerally, in all impurities of the blood: but 
as their preparations, and conjectures or deat 
monftrations of their actions and utility, are 
inveftigated in the treatife which contains the 
management of the cancers of the breafts and 
uterus, to that work is the reader referred. 


In 
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In every ftate of obftruction from relaxa- 
tion, and an irregular circulation of the blood 
through the abdominal and vifceral veffels, 
chalybeates perform wonders, after the /ordes 
on the furface of the inteftines are removed 
by proper laxatives, with or without the ner- 
vous fetid gums, or half a grain of merc. 
dulc.; their ufe fhould be perfevered in twice 
or thrice a week; at the fame time chaly- 
beates fhould be taken with bitters twice or 
thrice a day, or wine, and fome nervine, ap- 
peafing, carminative remedy to alleviate the 
fymptoms. | 
No, 60. K. Pil. Ruf. Dijf. 

Merc. dulc. ppt. & lot. gr. iv. M. accurate, f. pilu- 


lz No. xx. quarum fumat unam omni noéte, vel 
mane & nocte. 
No. 61. R. Limatur. mart. 5 fs, 
Pulv. flor. chamemel. 3ij. 
zingib. 3ij. 
Conf, rofar. 3ij. fyr. fimp. q. s. f. elect. cujus capiat 
Q. N. M. ante prandium cosnamque, quotidie 
fuperbibende coch. ij. infuf. amar. 


Fetid and volatile drops may be taken in 
lownefs, or depreffion of {pirits, or agitati- 
ons of the mind. 

. Thefe 
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Thefe plans of cure mutt be perfifted in for 


many months, or a radical cure of nervous 


difeafes will never be attained. 
The preventing or removing obftructions 


in the lymphatic veffels or glands require 
a fimilar treatment. The lymphatic, or_ 
abforbent vefiels, can convey poi/fons into 
the conftitution; but they can likewife 
convey remedies. Venereal mia/ma; the bite 
of a viper, or mad dog ; animal putridity, 
and other deftructive matter of the moft 
fubtile nature, are conveyed to the blood by 
means of thefe veffels*. Mercurials exter- 


nally applied purfue the fame courfe through 
the 


* 'Thefe fats are at prefent but little known except amongft 
the lateft and moft learned anatomifts. Boerhaave, nor any 
of his difciples, well underftood thefe fubjects; their pathology 
and methods of cure, are in many inftances ftrikingly de- — 
fective: but fo tenacious are many at this prefent time, of 
the leffons they received early in their youth, that they are 
frequently offended at later difcoveries, and offer infolent and 
unmerited oppofition, from no other caufe, than becaufe they 
are new. For my own part, I have endeavoured to apply: 
all the new doétrines to difcover the defects of our art, and 
to make permanent improvements; and am happy in making 
grateful acknowledgments to Dottors Monro, Hunter, Mec- 
kell; to Meffrs. Hewfon, Hunter, Sheldon, Cruikfhanks, 
furgeons, for their very ufeful difcoveries.' I have, I hope, 
purfued the fame fubjects not without fome fuccefs, in ap= 
plying moft modern difcoveries to practice, 
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the lymphatic veffels and glands to the tho- 
racic duct, and mix with the blood; thus 
many excellent remedies may be conveyed 
without difturbing the ftomach. | 

The lymphatics of the abdominal vifcera 
having loft their powers of abforption, an ef- 
fufion of the coagulated lymph will be the 
confequence; coagulations of lymph, and 
-tumefactions in the lymphatic glands, will 
— likewife arife from obftructions. of lym- — 
phatic veffels or glands nearer the thoracic 
duct. Hence congeftions in the inferior 
parts will be formed, fcirrhofities and tumors 
fimilar to the {crophula externally ; and by 
_ repeated diffections of difeafed perfons, who 

have been long afflicted with hyfteric, ner- 
yous, and other chronic difeafes, I have al- 
ways found tumors of this nature in the 
thac, mefenteric, or other lymphatic glands. 
Thefe were, it muft be acknowledged, often 
~ more the effects of the difeafe than the caufe ; 
but yet, to prevent thefe congeftions and ob- 
ftructions muft certainly be a more rational 
mode of cure than the common treatment. 


There is reafon to fufpect they do or will 


- exift; and to prevent or remove fuch ac- 


Vot. I. ys cumulations, 
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cumulations, is a more determined and fen- 
fible practice, than ‘merely to palliate fymp- 
toms. ‘The alleviation of fymptoms, par-_ 
ticularly by opzates, renders the difeafe fome- 
times more difficult and incurable. 

To prevent or remove thefe congeftions in 
the lymphatic fyftem, mineral alteratives 
fhould be judicioufly prefcribed, and long 
continued ; urgent fymptoms fhould like- 
wife be cautioufly mitigated*. 


The 


* The whole practice to be found in authors for hyfteric 
or nervous ccmplaints, when we except air, exercife, and a few 
tonics and mineral waters, are chiefly palliative; and it is for 
this reafon cures are frequently not produced. Cordials, as 
confetio cardiaca, fpirits of lavender, myrrh, fagapenum, opo- 
ponax, &c.; fetid gums, afafatida, caftor, Jfaffron, volatile 
Spirits and falts, valerian, camphor, foot, animal fatid ils, 
plofters of galbanum, or afafetida, &c. chamomile flowers, 
elder flowers, carminative feeds, angelica, ginger, ewormwood, 
vue, centaury, orange pecl, balm, mint, fage, pennyroyal, rofe- 
mary, lavender, birthwort, &c. &c. Some of thefe remedies 
are excellent palliatives, particularly camphor, valerian, afa- 
foetida, volatiles, &c. but thefe laft often are too hot. ‘The 
major part are by no means adequate to remove the diforder, 
and muft have been founded in fuperftition, or a very fuperficial 
knowledge of the powers of remedies, or magnitude and 
refiftance of difeafes. Writers, in general, have only copied 
one another’s ‘credulity, and often abfurdities, 

Emetics 


3 
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The prlula rubra, the ethiops mineralis, 
cinnabar with valerian, mufk or camphor, 
folu- 


Emetics are prefcribed. Nothing certainly can be more 
rough, irrational, and hazardous. ‘The periftaltic motion of | 
the inteftines is inverted, and its inverfion is feconded by 
the phyfician contrary to common fenfe: but befides, very few 
nervous perfons dear vomiting; their ficknefs or naufea is 
fymptomatic, and the forcing a quantity of blood tg the head 
by the violence of vomiting, to my own knowledge, has proved 
fatal; and yet vomits are daily ordered without any reflection 
on confequences, . | 

Bleeding may in fome inftances be ufeful when the diforder is 
recent, or where plethora abounds. 

Nitre is ordered by many writers. Scarcely any very hyfte- 
rical or nervous perfon can bear nitre on the ftomach. It is a 
favourite medicine of mine in many cafes; but fhould fearcely 
ever be prefcribed to the nervous; and, if it fhould be advife- 
able in plethora, great heat, ftrong pulfe, &c. camphor or 
volatiles fhould be united with it; in general, however, it 
difagrees, 

Opiates, as laudanum, &c. are extremely improper. Ner- 
vous patients are often convulfed, or a delirium and maduefi 
are produced by opium, when there is already an affection on 
the mind, or an irritation in the brain. There are other 
objeCtons, } 

Opium is very ufe sful 0 on many occafions; but it produces 
coftivenefs, detains the flatus or wind frequently, retards the 
circulation of the blood, and may be the caufe of various con- 
| geftions, from its known property of diminifhing, not only 
the moving powers, but the fecretions, and, in general, the 
excretions, In the Weft Indies, I never faw it fucceed in 

Z 2 the 
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folutions of argentum vivum in mucilage of 
gum arabic, with very {mall portions of anzz- 
monium tartarifatum, always prefcribed as al- 
teratives, are efficacious remedies. 

By fuch modes’ of practice, morbid, 
lymphatic glands, difeafes in the mefentery, 
or other vifcera are fometimes cured: cau- 
tion is neceffary, to adapt {mall dofes of mi- 
neral alteratives to the individual conftitution, 


and to perfevere many months in their ufe. 
Impatience never conquered a chronic nor 
difficult difeafe ; and fyzng from one remedy 
to another with an impetuous reftleffnefs, 
neither demonftrates penetration, judgment, 
nor fkill in the phyfician. Plans of cure 
fhould be coolly and maturely contemplated, 
and fteadily purfued, unlefs they difagree ; 
or. 
the locked jaw, Opium, therefore, though it might palliate in 
fome inftances, and is excellent on many occafions, yet it is ha- 
zardous. Camphor, valerian, {nake root, or afafcetida, are more 
fafe and efficacious. ‘The opinion that opium fhould be given in 
large dofes, if it irritate in fmall, is a doftrine replet¢ with dan- 
ger: I have known it prove fatal. 
Steel preparations are in many cafes ufeful, after inteftinal ob- 
ftruction is removed. 


Dr. Mead’s remedy of valerian and cimnabar is one of the mott 
rational for removing caufes. 
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er all endeavors to eradicate nervous and hy- 
- fteric difeafes muft prove abortive. 

3. The changing the vitiated blood to a 
more balfamic and lefs acrimonious ftate> 
confifts.in the removal of the foregoing ob- 
ftructions. Afterward, tonics, as bark, fteel 
| preparations, chalybeate waters, and whatever 
can f{trengthen the relaxed body, will be efpe- 
clally ufeful. | 

Air, exercife, and diverting the mind with 
a variety of amufements, fhould be ftrenu- 
oufly recommended ; to prevent thofe dread- 
ful apprehenfions which arife from bodily in- 
difpofition, feizing the foul with fomething 
“Verging on defpondency, | 

The foregoing methods are not neceflary 
in flight, recent, nor accidental cafes; but 
in thofe inveterate indifpofitions that have 
Jong tormented and refifted the common 
attempts to cure. Heavy bodies cannot be 
moved without a force fuperior to their 
weight or refiftance ;- nor difeafes be con- 
quered, but by remedies more effectual than © 
their morbid oppofing powers. 

4. In recent, nervous, and hyfteric affec~ 
tions, cures are frequently obtained by pal- 

| | liating 
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liating the fymptoms, and bracing the relax 
ed habit. 

Thefe modes of cure are applicable to 
cafes in which general relaxation prefents it- 
felf; for by great debility, the fecretory and 
excretory organs have all their powers dis 
minifhed ; the leaft bodily or mental. efforts 
produce languor and faintnefs, and the pa- 
tients feel fenfations, as though they were 
hourly expiring. 

In fuch circumftances of morbid diftrefs 
the following prefcriptions have well fuc- 
ceeded, 


No. 62. K. Pil. gummos. 3}. 

Ruf. 3fs. M. accurate, f. pilule No, xxx. 

quarum fumat unam mane & notte. 

No. 63. Ke Pulv. flor. chamemel. 3ij. 

| Colcoth. vitriol, bené pulv. 3vj. 

Pulv. zingib. 33}. 

Conf. rofar. 31j. fyr. croc. q. s. f. ele&t. cujus ca- 
piat Q. N. M. ante prandium & ccenam quotidie 
fuperbibendo coch, ij. infus flor, chamzmel. 


Or the electuary, No. 61, is excellent 
for removing debility. 


No. 64. K. Gum. affafoctid. Dij. folv. in julep. e camph. 3v. 
deinde adde 
Aq, pur. 3vifs, 
| ‘Tintte 
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Tin@. ftomach. Zifs. 
Sal. c.c. gt. xij. f. miftura de qua capiat coch. ij, 
in languoribus ter vel quater in dic. 


No, 65. K. Tind. flor. mart. gtt, xxx. vel 3], 


: No. 66. 


“INO, OF. 


No, 68. 


No. 69. 


No, 70. K. 
_ Decoé. cort. Peruv. 3vij. 


No. 71. 


No. 72. 


K. 


K. 


R. 


K. 


FR. 


Re 


Aq. pur. 

cinnam. ten, aa. 3}. f. hauftus, mane meridie 
& vefpere fumendus. 

Extract. flor. chamamel. 3}. 

Sal. mart. gr. x. M. f. pilule, No, xx. quarum 
fumat 11}. ante prandium & coenam. 

Spirit. lavend. c. 


volat. foetid. aa. 3}. M. cujus capiat ott. 
Lx. ex coch, ij. infus. rad, valerian. & zingiberis, 
languore molefto, vel {piritis defectu. 

Pulv. cort, Peruv, gr. xv. 

—— rad. valerian, 3{s. 

Ag. pur 3xIv. 

Ting, amar, 31}. f, heeeaes bis vel ter in die 
fumendus, 

Liquor. anodyn. Hoffm. 

Sp. lavend. comp. aa, 3}. M. cujus capiat 3j. ad 
libitum in coch. ij. aque, vel aque menth, 
pip. fimp. 

Pulv. rad. valerian. 33). 


Tinét. ferpent. virg. 3j. f. miftura, cujus capiat 
coch, 1j. ter vel quater in die, 

Pil. gummos. 3ifs. 

ex colocynth. fimp. 3fs. f. f. pilule, Noe 
xxxx. fumat unam mane & notte, 

Decoét. cort. Peruv. Zvi. 

Extract. ejufdem. 3]. 

Tint, ftomach. 3yij. 


Elix, 
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Elix. vitriol. acid, 3fs. M. f. miftura, de qua capiat 
coch. ily. ter in die. 
No. 73. R. Tind. fuligin. | 
. — aromat. aa. 3j. M. cujus capiat ott. Lxxx. 
ter vel quater in die ex coch. ij. infus. rad. va- 


lerian. in languoribus fpiritifve defeCtu. 
a 


The preceding forms of prefcriptions indi- 
cate their curative intentions ; which are, the 
removal of congeftions or obftructions ; the 
mitigation of all the grievous fymptoms, and 
invigorating the relaxed and debilitated ha- 
bit. Thefe methods, however judicious, 
will prove fruitlefs in many inftances, unlefs 
the patients will be determined to fupprefs all 
violent emotions of the mind. 

Hyfteric affections arifing from various 
caufes, as the chlorofis, fluor albus, a reten- 
tion or immoderate flow of the menfes, or 
other difeafes, or paffions of the mind, fhould 
be treated according to the circumftances of 
cafes and habits of patients. Primary caufes 
being removed, effects of courfe will ceafe. 


On the Diet of nervous Perfons, Sc. 


Debility, or delicacy of body, and fufcepti- 


bility of mind, are the principal caufes of 
| | thefe 
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thefe diforders. The diet moft likely to 
ftrengthen the weakened habit is of that 
nutritious kind, which is digefted and affi- 
milated with leaft labor to the ftomach, or 
—inteftines. 

Flatulency is produced by all vegetables, 
as greens, fallads, &c. and leguminous food, 
fuch as peas, beans, &c. and many fruits ; 
thefe, in general, fhould be pennies allow~ 
ed, or altogether avoided. 

‘Animal food affords the beft nourifhment; 
therefore meats of all forts, eafy of digeftion, 
are preferable to any other aliments. Low 
diet will never ftrengthen the debilitated ; 
but the ftomachs and cuftoms of individuals 
ought always to be principally confulted. 

_ Gelatinous fubftances, as jellies of hart{- 
horn, ifinglafs, calves feet, &c. muft not be 
too freely allowed, as they with difficulty 
pafs through the la¢teal fyftem. of nervous 
patients. Strong gravy, broths of lean meat, 
as veal, or beef tea, in {mall quantities, 
with toafted wheaten bread, is eafily di- 
gefted, and received into the conttitution, 
affords moft nourifhment to the body, and 

produces 
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produces a compacter coherence in the re- 
Jaxed fy{tem. 

Punch, lemonade, and moft vegetable acids, 
are improper. 

Tea fhould be very fparingly ufed, or ra- 
ther avoided, as it relaxes the coats of the 
weakened ftomach. Coffee, cocoa, or cho- 
colate, are better, provided they agree. 

Porter with ginger, or a glafs of red port, 
are beneficial ; but all flatulent ales, {mall 
beer, or whatever is found to generate wind, 
fhould be ftrictly abftained from. 

A clear, dry air is preferable to moift. 
Where electricity moft abounds, the animal . 
{pirits are moft lively; where it is moft di- 
minifhed by moiftare, a phlegmatic dulnefs, 
or languid fpirits, may be obferved. The 
country is better than town air. 

Exercife and amufements are efficacious 
remedies; for whatever can gently agitate 
the body, and divert the mind from the 
prefent diftrefs, or future apprehenfions, 
will alleviate the difmal effects of the diforder. 

‘Sleep fhould be indulged, but fcarcely ever 
folicited by opiates, 
When 
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When reftleffnefs anes from indigeftion, 
very light fuppers are neceffary, anda {mall 
portion of fpirit and water may be ufed to 
check fermentation. 

All fecretions and excretions fhould be 
gently promoted, as the circulation of the 
blood will then be more regular. : 

The retenfion of feces, urine, or perfpira- 
‘tory fluids, are always ad ay of depraved 
humors. * 

The mind fhould be preferved as much as 
poflible, in a {late of tranquillity 3 very trifling 
caufes irritate the nervous, and excite emo- 
tions not eafily fubdued. 

The nervous and hyfteric are accufed of 
peevifhnefs and irafcibility; but this ap- 
parent violence is more caufed by the mifera- 
ble ftate and fenfations in the body, than any 
predetermined malignity of the mind, and 
therefore merit compaflion and indulgence. 
The melancholic fhould be roufed by amufe~ 
ments and proper exercife: the irritable and 


over-active fhould be calmed by reft and cool 
refieGtion. 


Praétical 
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Praétical Cautions, Admonitions, and 
Obfervations. 


Nervous difeafes frequently affume the 
appearances of almoft every diforder inci- 
dent to the human body; in the head and 
ftomach, breaft and fides, are pains; in the 
bowels, cholicky complaints, and flatulent 
gripes; in the kidneys and bladder, acute 
affections like the gravel and ftone ; but cau- 
tion is neceflary in their treatment. 

If nervous affections be miftaken for acute 
inflammatory difeafes, and profufe evacua- 
tions, by bleeding, purging, and cooling are 
ufed, dangerous confequences will fucceed to 
fuch an imprudent practice. 

Vonuts are often prefcribed to nervous 5 pa- 
tients, which is too violent a method; the 
naufea, or ficknefs, is commonly /ymptomatic, 
and no judicious phyfician would apply fo 
coarfe a remedy as vomiting to a delicate fee- 
ble conftitution, when the ftomach is {e- 
condarily in fault ; but he would rather at- 
tempt to remove the primary caufes by leni- 
ent means. 


3-In 
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3. In thofe complaints denominated dz/rous, 
which term feems of a vague and unfettled 
fignification, vomits are univerfally prefcribed 
at random; but nothing certainly can be 
‘more i improper or dangerous. 

An accumulation of bile in the Renivsich, 
caufing great ficknefs, headach, &c. may 
be termed a dz/ous diforder ; it is more known 
in hot than in European climates, and vo- 
mits are the ufual remedy. | 
2oThe adminiftration of vomits in fuch cafes 
originated in the times of zgnorance; but cuf- 
tom and fafhion have ftill erroneoufly con- 
tinued their ufe to the prefent period, not- 
withftanding the modern knowledge in ana- 
tomy and phyfiology is directly againft fuch 
a practice. Innumerable other inftances 
might be adduced, where the principles of 
practical medicine have by no means held 
pace with the many ufeful and important 
difcoveries of the moderns in anatomy, che- 
miftry, and phyfiology. 

Bileis never in the ftomach naturally, nor 
was it ever deftined, according to. the laws 
of the animal ceconomy, to be an inhabitant 
of the pore rs 

oe 
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It is poured by the biliary duéts into the 
duodenum, ox firft of the {mall inteftines, 
where it unites with the oleaginous and aque- 
ous particles of the dibeties food defcending 
from the ftomach. 

Its purging, cathartic, or ftimulating quali- 
ties, affift the defcent and exclufion of the 
grofier parts of the food. 

The 4z/e, therefore, has xo office or function 
to perform in the ftomach; nor is ever 
there but in a ftate of difeafe, occafioning 
great ficknefs. 

By an over-abundance of bile irritating the 
duodenun, or from other caufes, efpecially 
nautea, the bile-is forced into the ftomach by 
the inverfion of the periftaltic motion of the 
duodenum and pylorus ; in fhort, by thofe parts 
forcing the bile upwards, inftead of purfuing 
its natural courfe downwards. ' 

The bile then, being forced by this in- 
verted action of the duodenum and pylorus into 
the ftomach, caufes naufea, ficknefs or vo- 
miting. If the flow of the bile upwards be 
prevented, all thofe fymptoms, and the fup- 
pofed neceflity of throwing the dz/e off the 
{tomach, would be unnecefflary. 
Vomits 
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Vomits bring the bile upwards into the fto- 
mach, and caufe an increafe of the bilious 
difeafe ; conveying the di/e downwards, then, 
by gentle laxatives, is the moft rational and 
fafe prevention and cure for bilious accumu- 
lations in the inteftines. Bz/e and other mat- 
ter is brought to the ftomach by vomurs; but 
ignorance fuppofes, what is thrown off was 
the cau/fe of the irritation, whereas it is the 
mere effect of vomiting. 

Vomits certainly give temporary eafe, but 
Jay the foundation for future indifpofition : 
inftances there may be in which they are ne- 
ceffary, but they certainly fhould as much as 
poflible be avoided, for they always promote 
the afcenfion of the bile, and caufe a future — 

neceflity of vomiting. gk, 

Gentle aloetics, with foap, or other laxa- 
tives, not only prevent the retention of bile 
in the inteftine, but generally exclude it 
through the inferior inteftinal canal. 

Vomiting is violent, the laxative plan 
gentle ; neither reafon nor experience can 
jultify rough practices, when mi/d methods 
can anfwer every medical intention. | 


It 
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It is impoffible to know what injuries vo- 
mits may produce, by forcing a quantity of 
blood to the dram ; this has proved deftruc- 
tive in fome inftances, and the ftomach has 
been forced out of its feat by this violent vo- 
miting action *. 

Vomits, therefore, to all delicate, nervous, 
or bilious patients, fhould be cautioufly pre- 
{cribed, or generally omitted. 

4. In the convulfive hyfteric paflion, d/eed- 
ing, in general, is neceffary, particularly in 


young 
* A young man, named Bowles, in St. James’s-reet, was 
feized with a violent vomiting: Mr. Gent, furgeon, of St. James’s- 
{treet, was called, and afterwards I was confulted, and prefcribed 
anti-emetics and gentle ftomachic laxatives, and motions were 
procured. The patient raifed himfelf from his bed, feemingly 
in good fpirits, and had not been in an erect pofture one minuté 
before he died. The young man had drank freely of fpirits. 
I opened the body in the prefence of Mr. Gent, and Mr, 
' Tronfon, of Harley-freet, and found the ftomach had forced it- 
felf into the cheft, pufhing the lobe of the lungs on the fide it 
occupied to the fuperior part of the cavity of the thorax. In the 
ftomach was contained about a pint and a half of liquid of a dark« 
ith color, but not fetid; the remainder of the cavity of the fto- 
mach was inflated with wind. It appeared clear to me, why the 
young man died fuddenly in an erect pofition; for the ftomach 
not defcending into the abdomen, but laying on the diaphragm 
refpiration was totally impeded by the heavy preffyre of the fto- 
mach; from hence fyncope and death.—Here is an inftance in 
which vomiting, without any emetic, forced the ftomach eut of 
its place, and proved fatal fuddenly. 
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young plethoric patients. In the pallid, 
languid, and debilitated, it fhould be omitted, 
5. Palpitations of the heart, a difficulty of 
breathing, and acute pains in the cheft, may 
fometimes require bleeding: but the milder 
remedies ought firft to be adminiftered ; as 
volatile liniments, with o/eum ani, or oleum 
terebinthine a@theriale. Similar applications 
have availed in flatulency, when rubbed on 
the abdomen. | 
‘Internally, likewife, the oleum anif to forty 
drops, with sincfura rhez, or fuch ftomachic 
Jaxatives, have fuccefsfully expelled wind, 
when other remedies were not fufficiently 
warm nor ftimulating for the purpofe. 
a6: Among the palliatives, camphor, vale- 
rian, oleum animale, and caftor, are lefs heat- 
ing than the fetid gums. In fever and heat, or 
ina plethora, where red particles of blood much 
- abound, the former are preferable to the latter. 
In the hyfteric fit approaching neareft to 
the apoplexy, d/eeding is abfolutely neceflary 
in all patients, except the old, pallid, dropfi- 
cal, gouty, and extremely debilitated. 
The pulfe, as too low, weak, and almoft 
amperceptible, is a fallacious guide; the Jower 
ROL. 1. hea the 
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the pulfe, the greater neceffity for bleeding. 

No experienced man would depend on the 
pulfe, but be governed entirely by the other 
evident fymptoms. The low and nearly im- 
perceptible pulfe fhews the height of ob/ruc- 
rion in the heart, veffels of the Jungs, or a 
compweffion of the cerebellum. 

Bleeding in the oce7pztal or jugular veins, ox 
in the temporal artery, are moft eligible, be- 
caufe they immediately empty the blood from 
the part affected, namely, the brain, and the 
turgid face, and fecures the patient, above all 
other means, from the danger and /udden fa- 
tality of the apoplexy. Not a moment fhould 
be loft; for lofs of tume in bleeding is the cer- 
tain lofs of life. 

Since the difcovery of the circulation of the 
blood, a dangerous prejudice has prevailed 
againft /ocal or eleéiive bleedings. 

The chief argument cine local bigeding 
is, that in the courfe of an hour or swo, let 
the blood be taken from whatever part of the 
body, the effect will be the fame, as though 
it were taken from the vein fituated neareft the 
difeafe: but many difeafes, according to my 
reafoning, are too rapid to wait an hour or 

two; 
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two; as concufions, of comprefsons on the 
brain, fraclures of the fkull, convulfions, apo-~ 
plexy, epilepfy, &c. &c. 

The reafoning againft /oca/ bleedings ap- 
pears very plaufible ; and it may be true, that 
in the courfe of two hours circulation, the 
whole habit may fenfibly feel the lofs of one 
or two pounds of blood taken from the arm, 
or any other part. . 

Apoplectic attacks, however, are too rude 

and fudden, to wait an hour or two for this 
| gradual depletion. The blood is forced from 
the heart, with refiftlefs violence, to the head, 
through the carotids, by which all the veflels 
in the membranes of both dura and pia mater, 
and the whole fubftance of the brain, are tur- 
gid and diftended with blood. 

If the veins do not carry, with equal cele- ; 
rity, the blood back, thus forced into the ar- 
teries of the brain, fome of the {mall capil- 
lary arteries burft, the blood pours out, and 
death may immediately enfue. 

In a diforder fo fatally rapid, and where 
death is produced by a fudden and over-dif- 
tenfion of blood, would any reafonable per- 
{on hefitate at electing the moft effectual and 

Aaaz Immediate 
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immediate remedy, in preference to that which 
is dubious and /Jow in its operation ? 

The rupture of the over-charged blood vef- 
{els in the membranes of the brain is to be 
apprehended, and death is the confequence: 
the emptying thefe veflels with more rapidity 
by the temporal artery, the jugular, or occipital 
veins, is the moft rational cure. The practice 
is decided ; and it has often, to my know- 
ledge, preferved lifein numerous cafes of the 
moft dangerous apoplexy: at all hazard, in 
defperate cafes, blood by a large orifice muft 
be evacuated, if not from thofe afore-men- 
tioned veflels, by the veins of the arm, &c. 

Let it be acknowledged, that bleeding in 
the arm might in-an hour or two, or fooner, 
empty thefe diftended veflels of the brain: 
but the patient is often dead in a few minutes ; 
the difeafe does not wait the flow progrefs, 
nor tardy effects of a remote bleeding. Re- 
medies thould ever hold pace with the rapi- 
dity of the difeafe *. 

* T have every teafon to declare, that by urging the neceflity 
of an immediate bleeding, and breaking through medical etzguerte, 
in confultation, a lady’s life of the firft rank was faved ; which 
might have been loft, had the phyficians with myfelf retired to 


another room to confult. ‘This gave great offence, though the 
exigency of the cafe required the prompteft remedy. 
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.. To illuftrate this fubject more clearly ; let 
it be fuppofed that a man had fallen into a 
large refervoir of water, and was in imme- 
diate danger of being fuffocated, or drowned. 
To fave life, emptying the referyoir was’ 
immediately neceffary : but for this purpofe 
“two methods prefented themfelves ; the one 
by pulling out alarge plug from the refer- 
voir itfelf; the other, by running 2 m/e to 
turn a cock fixed at the end of a long commu- 
nicating tube. In the former, by the fudden 
difcharge of the water, death is prevented ; 
in the latter, by delay it is inevitable. Which 
meafure would common fenfe, or humanity, 
purfue, under fuch a circumftance of prefling 
-and immediate danger? | 
‘The communicating {mall tube at a mile 
diftance would in time certainly empty the 
refervoir, but not foon enough to fave a hu- 
man life; nor will emptying a blood veffel, 
remote from the brain, rationally anfwer the 
alarming and rapid exigency of an apoplectic 
cate: : 
A much fpeedier method prefents itfelf. 
A few drops of blood from the nofe in the 
3 | phreniits, 
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phrenitis, or delirium, has inftantaneoufly re- 
covered the patient’s fenfes, when cupping, 
bleeding, or~leeches have proved ineffec- 
tual. Nature’s laws fhould be imitated. 

A prejudiced and unexamined opinion, 
dangerous error, and pertinacious obftinacy, 
defend bleeding in a remote vein, or even fo- 
lemnly forbid the operation in moft apopleGic 
cafes ; while the practice of bleeding in the 
temporal artery, the jugu/ar, or occipital veins, 
has anatomy, phy fiology, pathology, fuccefs- 
ful experience, and common fenfe for its 
fupport *. 

If the banks of a river were overflowing, 
and threatening devaftation to the neighbour- 
ing country, would a prudent man lofe time 
in running to a diftant fluice to remove the 
danger, when a fluice is near, capable of car- 
rying off the water immediately ? Or would 
any one employ a {nail, inftead of a fleet 
horfe, on any occafion which required expe- 
dition ? There are feveral cafes in phyfic that 

require 

* Neither the temporal artery, nor external jugulars, 1mme- 
‘diately communicate with the cerebrum and cerebellum, but 


they are neareft, and empty immediately the diftended veflels of 
the face, eyes, &c. and prevent ftagnations in the veins. 
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require a quick, penetrating difcernment, and 
rapid execution, in which the tardy determi- 
nations of folemn dulnefs, or flow flupidity, 
would moft affuredly fail. | 

In the fanguineous apoplexy, during the 
firft force of the paroxyfm, fudden death is 
to be apprehended ; there is no other alterna- 
tive, than to bleed immediately ; fhould an 
effufion of blood in the brain even happen, 
fleepy fymptoms, cold fweats, or ftupor, and 
death, fucceed: the phyfician is confcious of 
having performed his duty, and this to every 
feeling mind is an infinite fatisfaction. 

The principal fymptoms which determine 
the neceflity of bleeding are plethora, a tur- 
gency of the veflels of the face, tunica con- 
juntliva of the eyes; inflation, rednefs, or 
lividnefs of the face; difficult and ftertorous 
refpiration ; floridity and. diftenfion of the 
veflels in the lips ; and the operation fhould 
be performed promptly; for the blood once 
coagulating in the veins, all hopes of reftoring 


life are at an end.* 
There 


* I have opened feveral apoplettic cafes after death, and al- 
ways found effufions of blood in different parts of the brain, or 
its ventricles, &c.; and thefe appearances, which cannot be dif- 

pated, 
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There are, however, two diftinct f{pecies 
of apoplexy to be accurately diftinguifhed 
from 
puted, determined me to recommend and prattife bleeding in 

the jugwdar, &c. 

About fixteen or feventeen years ago, I was called to a perfon 
who appeared dead from an apoplectic ftroke. There were two 
practitioners in the furgery line before I arrived, they had at 
tempted bleeding in both arms without fuecefs, and confidered. 
the patient as.dead, or paft all hopes of recovery. Perceiving a 
lancet in the mouth of one of the furgeons, I f{natched it, and 
made a large orifice in the jugular vein, againft the united voice 
and clamor of the relations, who fuppofed their friend’s ‘throat 
cut; blood immediately iffued forth, and in two or three mi- 
nutes both the veins in the arms began to bleed. During the 
lofs of two or three pounds of blood, the patient began to {neeze, 
and faintly breathe, and, in fhort, foon after recovered. This 
gentleman lodged at that time at a Mr. Shield’s, fhoemaker, in 
the middle of New Street, Covent Garden; he lived many years 
after, and, perhaps, 1s alive at this time. 

_ Another gentleman, well known in the great world, had fre- 
, quent apoplectic attacks; the blood ufed to force up through the 
carotids with an amazing pulfatory violence; the face was firt 
red, then blackifh. I happened to be in the houfe three feveral 
times, and always faved him by taking away an immenfe quan- 
tity of blood, After the operation he dozed, and gradually the 
next day recovered. He knew very little of his dangerous fitua- 
tion. | 
A fervant who had lived formerly with this very gentleman, 
and lives with Lady W—, near my houfe, when I lived in Har- 
ley Street, had an apoplectic attack, and appeared dead. I di- 
rected Mr. Humpage to bleed profufely, which reftored the man 
immediately. 

Profufe purging, antimonial diaphoretics, volatiles, finapifms, 
and blifters, are likewife neceffary, 
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from the natural conftitution, or patient’s 
health. teh 

The fanguineous, happening to the more 
florid, robuft, plethoric, and corpulent ; the 
other, the prtuifous, is common to the pale, 
gouty, and exhaufted. The prognoftics of 
both are nearly the fame as to danger, but the 
treatment fhould be different ; for the former 
requires a profufe, the latter a {maller vene- 
fection. Thefe methods of cure fhould be 
adapted more to the exigence of the cafe, ha~ 
bits, ways of life, and peculiar individual 
circumftances of the patient, than to thofe 
fallacious guides, general fymptoms ; which 
conftitute, indeed, the definition or charac- 
ter of a difeafe, but rarely point out the va- 
rious zidividua/, or beft curative intentions. 

Before phyficians prefcribe for nervous, 
hyfterical patients, the length of time the 
diforder has ravaged in the conftitution fhould 
be confidered ; the methods af cure already 
adopted, and their effects: it is abfurd to re- 
peat what has already failed. | 

@. In recent and accidental attacks, when 
there be no reafon to conclude the vifcera in 


a dif- 
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a difeafed flate, light ftomachic laxatives and 
antifpafmodics will often fucceed. 

6. When the nervous affection has been of 
longer duration, or when it is more owing to 
delicacy of body, and exquifite fenfibility of 
mind, than to any accidental caufes, the an- 
tifpafmodics will not only be neceflary, but 
tonics, or f{trengthening medicines; fuch as 
bark, fteel, vitriolic preparations, abftinence 
from watery diet, as tea, &c. and an indul- 
gence, according to the ftrength of the fto- 
mach, in the moft nutritious animal food. 

¢. When the nervous diforder has conti- 
nued many months or years, and it may be 
juftly concluded, that neither antifpafmodics 
nor corroboratives will prove ferviceable, ow- 
ing to the vifcera being too deeply difeafed ; 
then a long courfe of mild alteratives fhould 
be inftituted, and long continued; while the 
moft urgent fymptoms fhould be alleviated 
with palliating antifpafmodics. 

"There are few nervous cafes, unlefs the 
vifcera be very unfound, that will not yield to 
one of the antecedent modes of treatment ; 
this, abundance of practical experience has 
amply proved. 

The 
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The alteratives which have moft fucceeded 
are from No. 51 to 59 of the prefcriptions, 
and likewife the following : 


No, 74. B. Sulph. aurat. ant, 31. 

Merc. dulc. fexies fub. ppt. & lot. 3}. tere fimul in 
mortario vitreo per viij. horas f, pulvis. 

K. Hujus pulver, 5). 

Conf. rofar. q, s. f. pilule No. xx. quarum fumat 
unam mane & notte, fuperbibendo coch. ij. mif-’ 
ture fequentis. 

No. 75. Fe. Tart. antimonial, gr. j. folve in 
Ag. pur. 3]. 
kK. Hojus folutionis 3 fs. 

Julep. e camph. 3vils. 


Tina. valerian. 3). M, 


Or, : 
No. 76. B. Cinnab. antimon. ppt. 3vj. 
Pulv. e tragacanth. comp. 3ij. M. f. pulvis dividen- 


dus in xx. dofes, quarum capiat unam ter de die 
in coch, ij. julep, e camphora. 


Or, 


No. 77. K. thiop. min. 33. fyr. balfam. q. s. f. pilule 
No. xxiv. quarum fumat iv. bis vel ter de die, fu- 
perbibendo coch. 1j. mifture, No. 62. 


Many other prefcriptions may be invented, 
as caufe-removing remedies. | 
Coftivene/s during the adminiftration of 
thefe, and all other remedies, fhould be pre- 
4 vented, 


364 A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


vented, not by falts, but ftomachic laxa- 
tives * ; the alteratives require to be continued 
many months, nay, fometimes years, before 
a radical cure can be effected +. 

7. There is nothing more erroneous than 
the «ffertion, that mental perturbation cannot 
be relieved by the art of medicine. A num- 
ber of difeafes, not perfectly curable, can-be 
mitigated ; the art extends no farther: but to 
deny relief, becaufe we cannot effect a radical 
cure, is inhuman. Mental affections are of- 
ten relieved by a compaflionate and fincere 
fympathy in affliction, by fetid, antifpafmo- 
dic remedies, air, exercife, and diverting the 
mind from the deprefling objects. It is the 

oflice 


* Some phyficians even of eminence prefcribe /alts, as though 
we had no other laxative. Salts are more proper for the athletic, 
robuft, and florid, and in inflammatory fevers, than for ‘pale, 
- nervous, and relaxed patients. 

+ One very remarkable cafe of a lady, a patient of Mr. Ho- 
garth’s, Swallow Street, who had laboured under all the mifera- 
ble nervous fymptoms ever experienced, for above fifteen years, 
and who had travelled all over Europe to obtain advice of the 
firft phyficians, and who went to moft of the water-drinking 
places; but all without any good effect. I being confulted, con- 
cluded the failure to be owing to difeafed vifcera, and immedi- 
ately purfued an alterative courfe, which was continued feveral 
years. ‘The lady obtained the moft perfect health, which at pre- 
fent fhe happily enjoys. 
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office of medicine to unite thefe endeavours, 
and all others, that can rationally alleviate 
human mifery, even where no pofitive cure 
may be expected. 

8. Air, exercife on foot and horfeback, or 
in a coach, according to circumftances and 
feafons, amufements and diverfions, greatly 
contribute to affift the operation of medicine, 
and fhould never in nervous hyfteric difeafes 
be omitted. 

g. All diftreffing objects, all riaaqinats 
ftories, fhould be concealed from the nervous 
and fufceptible ; their tender frame is agitated 
by the mereft trifles from fympathy. The ef- 
fects of fympathy are aftonifhing. The moft 
amiable and philanthropic minds, {hocking to 
reflect! are moft punifhed through life; 
while the unfeeling and worthlefs {carcely 
ever experience fympathetic concern. A 
great part of the miferies of the nervous are 
certainly imaginary ; prefent forrow, future 
apprehenfions, occupy the mind with an un. 
controlled fway. The diforder to the af- 
flicted is as real as any other the human body 
is fubject to, and equally merits a fedulous 
attention, and humane compaflion. 

| Bove 
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A recent inftance of the effects of fympa- 
thy has appeared in the public prints ; which 
fhews the furprifing power of imagination 
from fudden horror, in producing convulfive, 
or epileptic fits, and their eafy communica- 
tion from one female to another, fimilar to 
thofe already mentioned *. 


It 


* There is no occafion to credit myfterious and coricealed, or 
falfe caufes, promulgated by knaves and jugglers; for every expe- 
rienced prattitioner in medicine muft have feen numerous inftance$ 
in families, where the lady’s hyfteric complaints have been com- 
municated, or transferred to a female attendant ; this again has 
communicated the faintings, fits, &c. to other females in the 
kitchen, who have been fufceptible, timid, and compaffionate. 
Such attacks originate in the mind being affected with terror, 
furprife, or fome frightful impreffion, and the fits often continue 
through life; which by every day’s practice in this great town is 
fully proved, without pretended magnetic powers, &c. How are 
magnetic effects produced? Peopleare agitated, walk, and prophefy 
in their fleep ; give divine anfwers to earthly queftions, fall into 
ftrong convulfions, foam at the mouth. I anfwer; by ignorance 
and credulity people perfuade themfelves of any impoffibility ; in 
all ages it has been the fame, from times moft ancient. Lucian 
had his falfe prophet, who deluded the Emperor and all Rome. 
-Bruffels boafts of thé man who brought all the world together to 
fee him walk, in imitation of Our Saviour, on the water. The 
bottle conjuror, the Cock-lane ghoft, the oyfter which walked 
when a/ffeep, are all recent in every one’s memory. Learning 
and good fenfe condemned thefe follies with reafon and ridicule : 
but credulity and ignorance bore down, like a torrent, every fo- 


ber 
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It appears, the fame effects have been pro- 


duced in different countries: amongft the 
volatile 


ber refle€tion before them. ‘While the rage and folly lafled, 
mankind were deaf to the voice of truth ; and nothing but the ex- 
perience of being duped, which few like to acknowledge, brought 
ther to their fober fenfes again; then the myfteries drop, and 
the impoftors are defpifed, until fome new impofition appears. 

Hoffman and the German writers have faith in perfons being 
pofleffed by the devil, and have written grave, medical treatifes 
on the fubject. ‘The power of witchcraft is chafed away from 
this and other countries by the lights of philofophy, very lately. 
‘The fuperftitions of ghofts, apparitions, hobgoblins, and departed 
fpirits re-appearing, flill are believed by vulgar minds, Ridi- 
cula fuperftitio 4 


Extra of a Letter from Prefton, Lancafbire, March 8, 1787» 


s¢ The manufacturers employed by Meffrs. Pedders and Emett, 
“Gn their {pinning works, at Hodder-bridge, near this town, were 
iately much alarmed by an uncommon diftemper breaking out, and 
{preading amongft them with great rapidity. 

** Upon Wednefday, February the 14th, a healthy young wo- 
man dropped down fuddenly ia {trong convulfions, and remained 
in that fituation near twenty-four hours, with only a few. flight 
intervals of about ten minutes each. After this time the con- 
vulfions returned for feveral days, in fits of a quarter of an hour, 
and of four hours continuance, but with much longer intervals. 
Upon the Friday following, another perfon who had worked 
with this woman, was alfo affeted in the fame manner; upon Sa~ 
turday, eight more; upon Sunday, fix; and tpon Monday, 
four. 


s¢ The 
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volatile and chearful French; amongft the 
cold, phlegmatic Dutch, who are furrounded 
with 


«s The patients had little or no warning of the appreach of 
the fits, but felldown fpeechlefs, and remained perfectly delirious 
during their continuance, with the body bent backwards, and fo 
powerfully convulfed, that five or fixpeople were fcarcely fuffi- 
cient to prevent a young girl from biting or tearing herfelf, or 
dafhing her head againft the walls or floor. Upon Sunday, the 
terrors of thefe people, and all around them, were increafed to 
the higheft pitch, by the fpreading of the complaint; and ftill 
more; by the inefficacy of all the means yet tried for their re- 
covery, and the dreadful idea, that their difeafe was the plague, 
or fome fimilar infection introduced by the cotton. 

<< A phyfician of this place being confulted, difcovered that 
the cifeafe was entirely nervous; that the perfon firft affected had 
been thrown into that fituation by the wanton application of a 
living moufe to her cheek, an animal which had always excited 
in her a kind of horror; and that the reft, who were chiefly young 
women, had been affected merely by a kind of fympathetic con- 
tagion, ‘The application of electricity, of nervous medicines, but, 
- above all, the /paration of the patients, and the quieting of their 
apprehenfions, by affurances of {peedy recovery, foon put a ftop 
to the progrefs of the diforder, and effected a cure: infomuch, 
that they are all atwwork again, and have had no return of the 
complaint fince.” 

~The above is a firiking inflanee of the powerful influence of 
fear, and other paffions of the mind upon the body, well known, 
indeed, to gentlemen of the faculty, but fcarcely eredible to thofe 
who have not had opportunities of obferving their effedts. 

- Such hiftories fhould guard mankind from faffering children, 
but girls in particular, from the fight of all obje¢ts that can pro- 
‘duce fuch effects; for epileptic fits, and even lofs of fenfes, have 

been 


? 
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with large {wamps, canals, and the ftupi- 
fying fumes of tobacco ; amongft the Eng- 
__ lith, likewife, the fame phenomena have ap- 

peared. The fudden force of imagination at 


terrible Been then, of perfons apparently 
dead, 


been the confequence for life. One of the magaetic amufers 
has perfuaded a credulous, nervous young man, that he can _ 
by magnetifm render his hand as tranfparent as glafs, and 
no arguments can operate fo as to make him believe the 
contrary. | 
*¢ Fools are the game which dvaves purfue.” _ Any impudent 
pretender, who can bring his mind to aét an infamous part, has 
only to be determined to conclude all mankind fools: let a 
bait be hung out, the more improbable the better, and folly 
will always enlift under his ftandard. A man who was groom 
to a riding-mafter in this town, turned urine dogtor, and 
has fucceeded to admiration, by having an artificial avorm 
put into a bottle of {pirts, by which flood a miferable- look~ 
ing meagre Frenchman, pretending that the Door had brought 
the worm away from him. This was fearcely ever fufpected 
till the Degor and Worm manufaGurer quarrelled, and then rea 
roguery was expofed. ‘Thoufands of thefe deceptions have 
ever been prattifed; and they muft ever fucceed in large 
cities, where frefh fools always arrive. People do not know, 
that the powers of the mind are often fo weakened by the 
difeafes of the body, that men appear, to penetrating obfervers, 
quite different perfons in health, as when under difeafe, Hope 
_. and fear are the grand movers of the human mind; de- 
ceivers ftudy how to apply properly to them both ; ape they 


fucceed. 
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dead, in fits, or convulfed, have produced 
fimilar effects, which naturally arofe from 
timidity, have been infamoufly by the mag- 
netic impoftors called Jes crifes; and they 
have impudently afferted, in France and 
elfewhere, that fome unperceived, undifcoverd 
magnetic fluid produced thefe ftrong fymp- 
toms; whereas they arofe from weak, cre- 
dulous minds, abounding in fear, and put in 
action by fudden furprife, or tedious, pre- 
alarmed expectation. 


On feveral nervous Symptoms. 


_ Nervous people are, by the nature of the 
difeafe, fickle, giddy, inconftant, diffident, and 
impatient, and often become their own ene- 
mies, by flying from {kill and fincerity to any | 
ignorant pretender of medicine. ‘They often 
attribute their miferable fymptoms to the re- 
medies given. ‘They fhould be told the dif- 
ficulty of curing their difeafe, and the neceflity 
of a fteady adherence to what is prefcribed ; for 
they often do irreparable evil by changing 
their phyficians. If in any part of medicine 
the proverb of ** fine fide nulla falus,” can be 
| applied, 
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_- applied, it is to the nervous. Where there is. 
‘no faith, there is no cure. ; 

The innumerable fymptoms afflicting the 
nervous and hyfteric patients arife chiefly 
from fympathy. The nervous confent of 
parts is truly wonderful, and extremely cu- 
rious; but can be demonftrated by diffect- 
ing for the nerves, and particularly the par 
vagum and intercoftal, their ganglions and 
connections. Thofe who affert medicine is 
in the dark with regard to nervous difeafes, 
are deceived, and betray an inexcufable ig 
norance of the extent of the art: they are 
eafily accounted for, though their cure may 
prove difficult. There is through the whole 
human frame a furprifing nervous confent 
and fympathy. Scratches in the feet, hands, 
. or wrifts, I have feen produce, in the Weft © 
Indies, that horrid, fatal diforder, the locked 
jaw. Hippocrates faid very juftly of the 
human body, ‘‘ that there was one conflux, 
“< one confpiration, and, that all the parts 
‘© confented.”’ 

Galen fuppofed all hyfteric complaints to 
arife from a retention of the femen ; he inge- 
nioufly and plaufibly accounts for fympathy 

Bba2 by 
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by the property of the magnet attracting iron, 
though they be not in immediate contact. __ 
The medical philofophy of the ancients 
was, in general, affertions without proofs; 
ingenious reafonings without demonftrations, 
or conclufive experiments. I, who have 
waded through their maffy volumes with un- 
remitting ardor many years, am thorougly 
convinced, if the major part of the. anci- 
ents were deftroyed, nothing would be loft 
to the republic of letters. An inquiry into 
the ancients, and the progrefs of {cience, 
are curious; but the important difcoveries 
and ocular demonftrations of the moderns 
are infinitely more ufeful*. Neither much 
reading, claflical learning, nor meditation, 
form the complete practical phyfician, with-- 
out a happy genus to direct judicioufly 
the application of medicines from vegetables, 
minerals, chemicals, and a proper ufe of the 
‘non-naturals. . 


The 


* Whoever wifhes to fee a full account of aneient medical 
Jearning may confult my Héfforia and Schola Medicine, 10 
which the whole is arranged in fo concife a manner, as to be com- 
prehended with very little labor, 


% 
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The hyfteric fymptoms may be arranged 
under the claffes of zatural, vital,-and animal 
functions, their feveral caufes, and general 
remedies. 


A dry Skin. 


If arifing from debility in the minute arte- 
rial fyftem, it is beft removed by tonics 
if from obftructed pores, by the retention 
of the perfpirable matter, by antimonial, 
and other diaphoretics, tepid water or dry 
vapor baths; if from the lofs of the con- 
tractile arterial powers, fimilar to palfy, by 
volatiles, {timulating liniments, blifters, and 
frictions ; which laft remedy is very ufeful in- 
all cafes of impeded perfpiration, The pores 
of the fkin are fo minute, that 2 grazn of fand, 
_ according to Leuwenhoek’s calculation, will 
cover 125,000 of the perfpiring pores. Ace 
cording to Sanctorius, out of esght pounds 
of food, jive pafs off by perfpiration: this, 
however, is very difficult to afcertain, as 
it varies in all people, and in all climates *, 

If 
* Gorter, in Holland, makes forty-fix to fifty-fix ouncess 


Keill, in England, between thirty-one and forty-two ounces, 
which pafs off daily. 
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If a dry fkin fhould arife from profufe 
evacuations of urine, alvine feces, or the 
menfes, thefe require checking by vitriolic 
acids, aftringents, or tonics. 


Profufe Sweating, or increafed Perfpiration. 


Profufe fweating is commonly a fign of 
great debility. It is attendant on confump- 
tive difeafes and hectic fevers ; therefore, un- 
lefs the caufe can be removed, which is fre- 
quently impofflible, the increafed and weaken- 
ing perfpirations cannot be checked with- 
out danger of purgings, increafed fever, 
or difficult breathing. =e 

When acrimony in the perfpirable matter 
is the caufe, cinnabarine alteratives and cor- 
rectors of the prevailing acrimony, and infpif- 
fating the blood, are ufeful. | 

If from laxity of the pores, and too jae 
a portion of ferum, corroborants, abftinence 
from weak liquids, and preparations which 
ftrengthen the relaxed fibres, are neceffary, 
bark, fteel, vitriolic preparations, &c. 

By proper evacuants of urine and the 
feces. Gea 

1 Cool 


- 


t 
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Cool dry air, cremor tartar, moderate ex- 
ercife, but, above all, an extremely rigid ab- 


- ftinence from liquids of all forts, will moft 


avail, 


Wind, or Elatulency in the Stomach. 


~ 


‘There is always a quantity of air in the 
ftomach and inteftines; but it may collect 


fometimes in one part, fometimes i another, 


and caufe a painful over-diftenfion; this 
fuperabundance fixing in any part, or in the 
{tomach particularly, caufes what is called op- 
preffion with wind. 
‘The ftomach often attempts to force it up 
or downwards; but the termination of the 
cefophagus, or gullet, or the beginning of the 
pylorus, being contracted, wind is retained 
there fome time, occafioning painful hic- 
cups, ficknefs, tremors, and convulfions. - 

It is impoffible to determine how far the 
ftomach may be diftended by the elafticity of 


the air. It is known, that what was detained 


‘ina cubical inch, may expand fo as to fill a 
{pace of 146 inches*. 


Aimof- 
wile ei ae 
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- Atmofpheric aix has been reduced into 1838 
times lefs {pace than it before poffeffed ; and 
at has been rarefied and {welled, foas to fill 
a {pace 4000 times greater*. 

Air may be deprived of its elafticity by the 
burning of brimftone, as is known in vinous 
fermentations. _ 

Mufichenbroek hee that a a 
of air in boiling water expanded itfelf to 
46,656,000,000 greater than it appeared 
before. 

Without adverting to calculations, I have 
made experiments upon all forts of vegetables, 
and find that leguminous foods, as beans, 
peafe, &c. fend forth the greateft quantites af. 
air in digeftion ; boiled vegetables, fruits, and 
fallads, lefs ; animal foods, unlefs in a ftate 
of putrefaction, the leaft of all. ) 

It is almoft certain, that an immenfe 
quantity of air pafles through the minute 
veins of the ftomach and inteftines ; for there 
is always a great quantity tran{piring through 
the fkin, and air is mixed with all the human 
fluids and folids, and particularly refides. in 
the cellular ftructure. 


The 
* Mufichenbroek, : 
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The air being detained in the ftomach or 
inteftines, either by the impervioufnefs of 
the minute. imperceptible veffels, or by the 
debility of the ftomach and inteftinal canal, 
are the probable general caufes of all the 
difmal and pai we iio eso arifing from 
wind *. 

As leguminous food, fruits, and vegetables, 
are productive of flatulency, they fhould be 
avoided by weak, nervous patients, and ani- 
‘mal foods fhould be preferred. 

Stimulating cordials and carminatives pal- 
liate the fymptoms arifing from wind, as {pi- 
rits, ginger, caraway feeds, anifeeds, confeciio 
cardiaca, cinnamon water, &c, ; but medical 
intentions are beft anfwered by forcing the 
flatus downwards, by carminatives, and laxa- 
-. tives of the bitter ftomachic kind. 

Aloetics and foap, ginger and rhubarb, 
before meals, or fuch remedies; or lac ful- 
_ phur, magnefia, and ginger, are proper, and 
prevent coftivenefs, 

To 


* Deftructo inteftinorum tono, alvina evacuatio recte fe 
non habet & flatulentia & fpafmi multas moleftias creant.—~ 
Hloffinan, 
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To correct and counteract the air itfelf, 
lime water and abforbents often fucceed; but 
nothing anfwers the purpofe fo well as 
drinking not above a {mall difh of tea or 
coffee in the morning and evening, avoiding 
all vegetables, and living chiefly on animal 
diet, and well fermented bread *. 


Hiccups. 


Hiccups may happen without any ill-con- 
fequence from a full ftomach, and it 1s cured 


by 


* See my treatife on diet, and the effects of different 
foods, &e. 


Anatomical difeGions after death in flatulency. 

The ftomach has been found highly inflamed, has burft in 
{ome inftances, and immediately proved fatal. 

Inteftina, flatibus diftenta callo ar€tata, verminofa, tumoribus 
multis obdu@ta. Stupendz dilatationes cocci & coli. Vermes, 
flatus in abdominis cavo, aéris mafla a peritonzo cohibita, 
inculpatis inteftinis. 

Hepar fcirrhofum, putridum, contraétum, induratum cum 
cyftide fellea atrabile ad crepaturam turgente, 

Lien ampliffimus, nunc valde exiguus, 


- Epiploon quibufdam inflammatum, vel putredine abfume 


tum. 
Pancreas fcirrhofum, tabidum, putridum. 
Menfenterium infarctum. 


~ 


In abdomine colluvies ferofa, parca tamen copia ftagnans, 
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by furprife, a draught of cold water, vinegar, 
or alittle {pirits ; which remedies, likewife, 
remove the diforder when arifing from {mall 
particles of food fticking to the cefopha~ 
gus, &c. ; 

Hiccups, though in health they often hap- 
pen without difeafe, yet in the lat {tage of 
putrid and other fevers, diarrhoea, and dyfen- 
tery, they are accounted a fatal fymptom. 

Singultus or hiccups depend principally on 
the diaphragm, which by an irritation of the 
cefophagus, or diftenfion of the ftomach, &c. 
by confent of parts, afcends and defcends in 
a convulfive manner, and not according to 
regular infpiration and expiration *. 


If 


* The fingultus or hiccups are accidental or chronical, and 
may arife from a variety of caufes, as fuppreffions of common. 
evacuations, peut, Jaburra in the ftomach, worms, violent eme- 
tics, OY cathartics, poifons, a prolap/us of the cartilago xiphoideas 
luxation of fracture of the ribs, or by any tumors prefling or im- 
peding the diaphragm in its a€tion. Internally it may arife from 
inflammation of any of the vifcera, ileus, cholera, dyfentery, 
hemorrhages, &c. 


Anatomical Diffeions after Death. 


Inveniuntur innumerz scGoris lefiones, pulmones inflammati, 


purulenti. Stomachus bile vel faburra fcatens, gangrenofus, 
{cirrhofua, 
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If hiccups arife from the flatulent ftomach 
during digeftion, they fhould be treated as 
flatulency, by carminatives, and directing 
the flatus downwards, and removing the anti- 
periftaltic motion of the inteftines, which of- 
ten force up the wind. 

The inflated {tomach ating on the dia- 
phragm from diftenfion, clofes the tube to- 
wards the cefophagus; this contraction re-~ 
fifts the air which the ftomach attempts to 
expel. 

Afafcetida, camphor, valerian, ginger, and 
antifpafmodics, volatile alkalies, &c. are ex- 
cellent palliatives, and often remove the com- 
plaint, efpecially if joined: with carmina- 
tives. Calcined magnefia is ufeful. 


Sztriéture in the wfophagus. 
The wind forced from the ftomachs of ner- 
_ yous patients fometimes remains in the efo~ 


phagus 


{cirrhofus, inflammatus ultra modum dilatatus ; cujus zerwi non- 
nunquam a tumore in vicinis partibus premuntur: a fede depul- 
fus. 

Hepar amplifimum, inflammatum, eque ae alia inteftina, re- 
nes, vefica, aliave abdominis vifcera. 

Omentum fcirrhofum, eraffum, ventriculum deorfum, traliens 
peritonzo agglutinatum. 

Paffim annotantur, putredines, gangrene, &c, 


/ 
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phagus or throat, and threatens fuffocation, 
by compreffing on the windpipe, and large 
veins, returning blood from the head. This 
is relieved by antifpafmodics, {pirit of laven- 
der, and fpiritus volatilis foetidus, drank in 
| ginger tea, calcined magnefia, &c. 

An oily mixture, in which the water is 
united to the oil by fpt.c.c., will often re- 
move the ftricture, when other remedies 
fail. 3 

If the difficulty of Seateaiaa arife from 
inflammations, fpafms, or tumors about the 
fauces, cefophagus, or neighbouring parts, or 
ulcers, the primary caufes muft be removed. 
The fame is to be obferved, if by confent of 
parts it fhould happen, as inflammation of 
the diaphragm, {tomach, inteftines, liver, or 
other vifcera, the ftomach has been forced | 
from its feat by relaxation of its connecting 
parts, or by an overweight of fat. 


The Cardialgia, or Heartburn. 


Is a hot, pungent pain in the ftomach, 
caufed by fome acrimony irritating its nerves ; 
. . or 
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or it originates from other vifceral difeafes, 
by confent of parts. 

If acidity in the ftomach be the caufe, 
which is known by acid, fharp eructations, 
abforbents are ufeful, as chalk, prepared oy{- 
ter fhells, &c. magnefia, and lac fulphuris ; 
or any of the volatile alkaline {fpirits, as fpi- 
vitus falis ammoniaci volatilis; the fal fode ; 
or fal lixivium tartari, to ten drops, with 
bitter ftomachics, lime water, &c. Thefe 
neutralife acidity. Rhubarb and ginger are 
proper before meals. 

The imatura martis preparata is \ikewife 
‘excellent, efpecially when debility and pal- 
lor accompany thefe fymptoms. 

In the acid cardialgia, milk and fw setened 
food increafe the violence of the pain; for 
milk coagulates by the contact of the acid in 
the ftomach; and all {weets are converted in- 
toa fharp acid humor, when acidities abound. 

Cinnabarine preparations, with magnefia, 
are fometimes ufeful. 

A rancid acrimony is likewife amongft the 
caufes of the heartburn, which is perceived 
by oily, rancid, putrid, and fulphureous 
belchings. In this fpecies, aloetic elixirs, 

and 
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and ftomachic fpirituous tinctures ; vitriolic 
acids, with or without bark ; Hoffman’s ano- 
dyne liquor, and fimilar ied satin are 
ufeful. 

In the rancid heartburn, eggs, oil, and a 
meats, are highly improper. 

In many cafes in which death has enfued, 
where the heartburn feemed to be the predo- 
minating complaint, various parts of the 
thoracical and abdominal vifcera have been 
tumified, fcirrhous, or otherwifé difeafed. 
In thefe inftances, the heartburn was only a 

fymptom *. 
| The 


* Anatomical Diff fions after Death. 


Bilis acerrima vel zruginofa in ftomacho, lapilli biliares, fan- 
guis extravafa.—Ventriculus flatulentia vel cibis in immenfam 
molem diftentus, a-fede depulfus ; ejus tunicz craffiores, occal- 
lefcentes, inflammatz, purulente, ulcerate, intus & extra exefe, 
putride, ganorenofe, feirrhofe, cancrof, tumores, farcofes, vere 
‘ruc, puftule, vermes, lapides, extranea, deglutita; metallica, 
lapidea. | 

Pylorus tumidus Giles, ulcerofus, aut valde relaxatus. 

~ Duodenum morbofum, diftenfum flatibus. 

Hepar fcirrhofum, infammatum, purvlentum, putridum, mor- 
bidus lien, pancreas, mefenterium, omentum, &c. 

Veficula fellea ad crepaturam referta; coneretionum biliarium 
flupendus numerus. 

Herniz epiploicz, ae aah z ventriculi, lienis, &. 


Aneurilima 
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The terrene abforbent earths, if not dif- 
folved in the ftomach by the aerial acid, or 
acid humor, they remain.in the ftate they 
were taken, and lay heavy. 

In chronic cafes, with debility, mineral 
waters have fucceeded; for acidities, the cha- 
lybeate; for the rancid acrimony, Seltzer, 
and fimilar waters, are to be preferred. 

The cure, then, of the heartburn, chiefly 
depends on different modes of treatment, by 
acids and alkalies; ftomachics and tonics: 
carminatives and aloetics, aethiops, or cinna- 
bar: but in the ufe of either acid or alkali, 
great judgment is neceffary in prefcribing the 
proper quantity, to /afuraze or correct the of- 
fending matter. 


Voracious Appetite, or Bulimus, 


Is an unnatural and keen appetite for 
food. : 
The patient has a continual craving for 
food, and eats with uncommon eagernefs, but 
receives little nourifhment. 


The 


Aneurifma aorte vel cceliace arteriz, 
Cordis immenfa moles. 
Mediaftini & pericardii phlogofis, 
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"The caufes are, a harp gaftric acrimonious 
juice, poured into the ftommach by the arterial 
orifices, or exhaling arteries ; from depraved 
blood, depraved exhalations arife in the flo- 
mach, and other parts. ct ag 

Worms are likewife the caufe of this hun- 
gry fenfation. | 


. There are examples of men, at one meal, 


devouring above forty pounds of meat,~ with 
an almoft incredible quantity of Dead and 
-wine*, 

- Aloetic purges, ie dove bus of Acidity, 
are the remedies ; but, above all, changing 


the acrid ftate of the blood by athiops mine- 


ral, cinnabarine, and. other: metallic alteras 
tives ; thefe have cured where all common 
remedies have been ufed in vain.. The vif- 
cera are commonly difeafed, and ftomachic 
remedies cannot rationally be expected to 
fucceed, though they may act as auxiliaries 

during 


* JT remember aman fome yearsago, ‘who was a Gétman; and 
famous for {wallowing feveral pounds of large pebble fones; 
which could be rattled one againft the other, by ftrfking the fto- 
mach. ‘This man could eat fix of eight pounds of meat every 
meal; but he always appeared very meagre and pale. 


Moa |. eG 
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during the radical cure, which requires pa- 
tience and perfeverance in the remedies *. 


Worms. 


Anthelmintics are neceflary for worms, as 
calomel and aloetics, afafcetida, or garlic, or 
purges ; to which are added the fal fode, bo- 
rax, or pulvis fabine ; for thefe laft reme- 
dies, by diflodging part of the mucus adhering 
to the inteftinal canal, oblige the worms, 
which ftick like leeches to the inteftines, to 
let go their hold, and by this means they are 
effectually evacuated. Cremor tartar and alo- 
etics effect the fame. Peruvian bark and 
chalybeate preparations. 


Depraved Appetite, Sc. 


A difinclination or loathing of food is called 


a depraved appetite, 
Authors 


* Setiones cadaverum. 

Stomachus ultra modum turgens: in ejus cavo cruor {tagnans, 
colluvies atramenti inftar nigra; bilis eruginofa, & quafi vitrio- 
lica; pylotus laxior, duétus biliaris in ventriculum hians. Stu- 
pendus proventus lumbricorum, folium, five lumbricus Iatus. 
Lien ftupende magnitudinis, Hepar ampliflimum. 
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Authors give many names to this diforder, 
according to the degree or peculiarities of af- 
fection, as dyforexia, anorexia; pica, malacia, 
&c. &c. | 

It happens to pregnant women ; and it is 
furprifing what ftrange fancies have pofleffed 
their imagination, in defiring abfurd things 
for food, as rofin, pitch, tar, greafe, ftone, 
ee Gc fhells, dirt, clay, &c. and they 
often greedily eat thefe things without injury 
A difeafed ftomach is not only predifpofing 
to nervous hyfteric affections, but it often 
gives rife to many fymptoms. 

In chlorotic girls fimilar difeafes are fome- 
times obferved *. 3 

Caufes. Debility of ftomach and depraved 
blood, with a relaxing acrimonious gaftric 
juice, rendering the ftomach fo feeble, that 
by repeated experience, from effects of various 
foods, the mind abhors the very fight or {mell 
of any. 

Whatever the ftomach has repeatedly re- 
jected, impreffes the mind, and occafions fu- 
ture diflike; fo that the bare mention of cer- 

1 EL ail tain 


* See Chlorsfs. 
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tain things create difguft, naufea, or vomit 
eon | 

Cure. During pregnancy, little is to be 
attempted ; magnefia, lac fulphuris,-and gins ~ 
ger, or volatiles, are moft proper. 

In the chlorotic, the primary diforder is to 
be removed. 

For the nervous and hyfteric, aloetic laxa- 
tives, correctors of the particular acrimony, 
abftinence from tea, and all watery relaxing 
liquids; bark, fteel, chalybeate, or Seltzer 
water, air and exercife, are ufeful. 


Cramps in the Stomach. 


An over-contraction, or dilatation of the 
mufcular coat of the ftomach, may be deno- 
minated a cramp of the ftomach. 

Caufes. Whatever violently irritates the 
nerves of the ftomach, fo as to act with force 


on 


* A perfon, it has been known, who has taken one or two 
dofes of ipecacuanha, will be eafily rufled. by the fight of this 
drug, and feel in his ftomach a difagreeable fenfation, Thofe 
who remember taking jalap, or buckthorn, or any other naufeous 
drug, in their infancy, will eafily produce, by recollection, difguft 
in their minds by the bare recital of the drugs, &c. Difagree- 
able foods or drinks produce the fame effe@s, 
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on its mufcular coat. It can originate, like- 
wife, from rheumatifm, gout, and other dif- 
orders, asa fymptom. «. 

The dilatation is commonly arifing from 
wind, | | 

The contraction, from: the acrimony of 
ho fluids circulating in. the mufcular coat, 
fhortening or contracting the fibres of the 
mufcles *. sa a wel | 

Cure. ‘The diftenfion fhould be removed 


<i carminatives, aloetic Rye a4 with ..ca- 


The 


* Thefe dilatations and contraCtions are eafily ennceived when 
ghe aGtion of dilatation and contraction of -the ftomach is con- 
fidered, as being full or empty. J have feen many cafes of ex. 
treme diftenfion ; one in particular, from eating peafe, where the 
ftomach {welled in the form of a little mount, appearing rather 
conical, The pain and diftrefs in this cafe were inexpreflible: for 
the wind, which was its principal caufe, increafed the ftomach in 
bulk to an enormous degree, and could neither afcend nor defcend, 
fot both the entrance from the afophag gus and the pylorus were pere. 
fedtly, for a confiderable time, contracted, fo as to render both 
orifices impervious. I prefcribed fome calomel and rhubarb 
in pills, and an oleaginous mixture, with tindture of fena, 
Spiritus cornu ceryi, &c. Thefe remedies fucceeded ; and the 

“lady, who is now living, has never had any return of the 
diforder, by obferving a proper regimen, and preventing coftive- 
nefs, 
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The contraction of the ftomach is moft : 
difficult to remove, and requires great atten- 
tion to diet; as in the former cafe a diminu- 
tion of wind 1s neceflary, fo in the. latter, a 
moderate creation of air is ufeful: the fto- 
mach, however, is fo contra¢ted, and ‘its 
fibres fo rigid, as to caufe a very. painful refift- 
ance to the fermentative procefs of digeftion. 
In proportion as the air extricates itfelf from 
the food, and diftends the ftomach, fo pro-~ 
portionably is exquifite pain excited, The 
ftomach is fometimes fo violently affected, 
as to be incapable of bearing any folid, or 
{carcely liquid food. 
~All hot {pirituous liquors and cordials, 
though they be commonly recommended, 
are highly improper ; for though they give a 
little temporary eafe, yet they caufe an in- 
creafe of the diforder, which, preventing nu- 
trition, in time proves fatal. 

The diet fhould be light and very fimple, 
as panada, toafted bread foaked in beef tea, 
or barley broth; but always in fmall quan- 
tities, and never very warm. 


Meat 
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Meat in {mall portions, made tender in 
dreffing by fimmering, and bread, agree with 
fome better than liquid food. 

The medicines ufed internally fhould be of 
the antifpafmodic kind, gently laxative, and 
oleaginous ; outwardly fomentations. | 

The, following remedies I have found 
ufeful : 


No. 78. K. Julep. e camphor. Ziv. 
| Ol. amygdal. dulce. Ziifs. 
Tint. fen. 3). 
Spt. c. c. 3j. M. f. miftura, cujus capiat coch. ij, 
bis vel terin die, 


Or, 
No. 79. Re Ol. amygdal. dulce. Ziifs. 
- Aq, rofar. 
pur. aa. 3i1fs. 
Muctiag, gum. arab. 3iij. fyr. fimp. q. s. fi sitar 
cujus capiat coch. j. vel. i. ad libitum. 


An oily draught, with a few drops of oleum 
anifi, or other effential oils, afafcetida, cam- 
phor, mufk, and valerian, or other antifpaf- 
modics, clyfters, or a femicupium, will often 
alleviate the fymptoms: but if the diforder 
continues long, nothing but a mineral alter- 
ative courfe is likely to eradicate the com- 


laint. 
P The 
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‘The diforder being feated in the minuteft - 
fyftem of veflels, nothing but what is ex- 
tremely penetrating and gentle in its opera- 
tion can anfwer any decided curative inten- 
tion, Prefcriptions of this nature, however, 
fhould be well confidered ; for whatever irri- 
‘tates the ftomach itfelf, will increafe, inftead 
of curing the diftemper. Cinnabar, zthiops, 
crude quickfilver, or lac fulphur, fhould 
firft be given, and afterwards the more pow- 
erful alteratives. 

No. 80. Ry. Cinnab. anand ppt. 3fs, 
Pulv, e tragacanth. 3ij.M. f. pulvis dividendus 


in xij. dofes, quarum fumat unam bis vel ter in 


die, in coch. 1j. julep. e camphora. 


Phyficians, who carry their ideas of medi- 
cine no farther than to. palliate fymptoms, 
prefcribe opium ; this confirms the difeafe, and 
renders it afterwards.incurable : but in fome 
very painful cafes, humanity demands an al- 
Jeviation of the diftrefling fymptoms; under 
which circumftances, medicine is forced to 
adminifter mitigators of pain, while the other 
remedies are operating ; the pi/u/a e frorace to 
three or five grains, is proper. 


ee W avery 
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Watery Liquid, or Phlegm rifing in the 
Stomach. 


The accumulation of a ferous liquid in 
the ftomach originates in either an increafed 
faliva defcending from the mouth, or from 
relaxation of the orifices of the exhalent mi- 
nute capillary arteries of the ftomach, or 
from an increafed fecretion of the pancreatic 
juice, forced from the duodenumto the fto- 
mach. | 

It fometimes occafions naufea and yomite- 
ing, in which efforts, a limpid liquor is 
thrown off from the ftomach, 

Thefe various {pecies commonly arife 
from relaxation, or irritation from different 
ftimuli, whofe acridity fhould be treated 
agreeable to their fpecies, by diluting, 
changing, or evacuation; or neutralifed, if 
acid or alkali, and afterwards with corrobo- 
rants, as bark, fteel, &c. An extreme dry 
diet will be neceffary. | 

Stomachic purgatives are likewife particu- 
larly beneficial ; for by conveying the offend- 
ing matter downwards, an opportunity is ob- 

oo és tained 
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tained of removing the relaxation, and giving 
energy and vigor to the weakened veffels of 
the ftomach by tonical remedies. 


Naufea, or Sicknefs without vomiting, 


Is an inclination to vomit without effect- 
ing it. | 

It is an attendant on cardialgia, anda vVa~ 
riety of other diforders, pregnancy, &c. occa~ 
fioning an averfion for food, an increafe of 
faliva, difgufted ideas at the fight of various 
objects, lo{s of appetite, debility, &c. 

If arifing from acidity, it is cured by ab- 
forbents and antiacids ; if from die, by gentle 
Jaxatives, rhubarb, fena, cremor tartar, or 
infus. fenz and fal d/ureticus ; if from worms, 
by the anthelmintic remedies. | 

If from flatus, or wind, by carminatives, 
ftomachic purges, and antiacids, 

In pregnancy it frequently happens from 
the changes the impregnated uterus occafions ; 
but this fymptom, as likewife vomiting, 
vanifh commonly towards the fifth month ; 
and they fhould be treated with great gentle- 
nefs, by venefection, fac fulphuris, magnefias 

| and 
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and rhubarb, or the faline, or volatile faline 
draught. As it is fymptomatic, vomits 
fhould never be ufed. 

If from fympathy, or confent of parts, the 
primary caufes muft be inveftigated and 
fubdued ; thefe exift, more or lefs, in the 
uifcera. 

If from nervous irritability, by antifpaf- 
modics, volatile alkaline draught with con- 
fectio cardiac. bitters, Hoffman’s anodyne 
liquor, fpirits of lavender, &c, 

_Vomits in thefe cafes are dangerous, though 
very commonly prefcribed. In many dif- 
eafes of the vifcera, vomits are abfolutely 
contra-indicated; the irritating caufe in the 
ftomach, therefore, fhould always be con- 
veyed through the inteftines, and evacu- 
ated downwards, particularly in nervous | 
cafes. Violent practices are proper or ufeful 
to ftrong conftitutions, and violent difeafes ; 
in delicate nervous females, the gentleft 
methods fhould be preferred, left the effects 
of the remedy might prove more injurious 
than the difeafe, 


Vomutin ig 
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Vomiting. 

A forcible ejection of food, or any other 
— fubftance, from the f{tomach, through the 
cefophagus and mouth, is nominated yo- 
miting. | | | 

It is either zdropathic, when arifing from 
a caufe in the ftomach itfelf ; or /ymptomatic, 
when originating from difeafes feated in any 
other part of the body. 

Its immediate caufe is an antiperiftaltic, 
{pafmodical, convulfive conftriction of the 
ftomach, preflure of the diaphragm and abdo- 
minal mufcles. 7 

It is an effort of nature to expel whatever 
molefts, or is troublefome in the ftomach. 

The fpecies of vomiting are alimentary, 
bilious, pituitous, acetous, lacteous, atrabili- 
ous, urinous, or verminous, &c, requiring 
different treatments, according to their re- 
fpective caufes. | 

The caufes are numerous, and fhould al- 
ways be well confidered before any remedy is 
adminitftered *. 


In 


* Vomiting may arife from the following, and many more 
eaufes: but thefe will be fufficient to fhew the in-ficacy and 
danger 
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In nervous and hyfteric complaints, vomit= 
ing originates in the diforders and affections 
f | of 
danger of giving vomits; which are too frequently and rathly 
prefcribed by the vulgar, and particularly by perfons quite igno- 
rant of medicine. 
4. From hard drinking. 
2. Saburra, or foul ftomach. 
3. Errors in diet during laGiation. | 
4. Dentition. 7 
5. Worms. 
6. Hunger. 
“. Poifons. | 
8. Callofity of the pylorus; + fpafms, or convulfions ; hic- 
cups, or contraction of the ftomach, 
g. From hypochondriac and nervous affeCtions, and depraved 
jmagination. 
10. Ulcer in the ftomach. 
at. Steatoma in the ftomach, abfcefs, tumor, or fcirrhus, 
12. Pregnancy. 
13. Stony or calcareous concretions ‘in the ftlomach, a3 in 
fome gouty cafes, 
14. Bite of a mad dog, from the putrid infe@tion received. 
15. Black or yellow bile forced into the ftomach. 
: 16. Obs 


¢ A remarkable inftance of this fort happened to the child of Mr. 
Marchant, Sutton Street, Soho, who rejected its food conftantly for 
many wecks, and was continually in convulfions whenever any food 
was received into the ftomach. After many reniedies were prefcribed 
without fuccefs, the child died, and I opened it in the prefence of. Mr. 
Mainwaring, of the Strand, and Dr. Huber. The pylorus was found 
perfectly callous, imperforate, and greatly thickened. The caufe of 
the convulfions and death were clearly inveftigated ; and it feemed the 
ftomach had abforbed nutrition a confiderable time without the lacteal 
fyftem of the intedlines, 
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of the head, lefions of the nerves, perturs 

bation of the mind, or vitiated vifcera. | 
The fubftances forced from the ftomach 

_fhould be examined ; for they are more fre- 


quently 


i6. Obftruétion of the duodenum and inteftines, 

i7. Obftruétion, and various difeafes of the liver. 

18. Stony concretions in the gall bladder, or paflage through 
the biliary ducts. 

1g. Pancreas difeafeds 

20. Hernias, of various {pecies. 

21. Inflammation of the ftomach. 
_ 2, Several affeCtions of the inteftines, as colica, cholera mor- 
bus, diarrhoea, dyfentery, piles, &cs 

23. Gravel or ftone in kidney or bladder. 

24. Abicefs, inflammation, obftruétion, or ulcer of the cefes 
phagus. 

2c. A prolapfus of the xiphoid cartilage, 

26. Sailing at fea, riding in a coach, turning the head 
quickly round, vertigo, &c. 

27. Concuffions, contufions, fratures, and all diforders of 
the head. 

28. Every fpecies of malignant fevers, in particular jail 
and putrid fevers. 

29. Metaftafis, of tranflation of morbid fomes from other 
parts. 

30. Suppreffed menfes, or too great evacuations. 

31. Every diforder almoft of the womb. 

32. Various collections of fubftances or matter in the ftomach; 
or relaxation. 

33- Difeafes of the heart and organs of refpiration. 
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quently brought from the inteftines, than 
originating in the ftomach itfelf. | 

Yellow, or dark coloured bile is certainly 
forced from the duodenum; blood appearing, 
from retention, of a blackifh color, may be. 
effufed from the rupture of fome {mall blood 
veffels, by the force of vomiting; or, per- 
haps, in fome inftances, when the exhalent 
arteries opening on the internal furface of the 
ftomach are greatly relaxed and irritated, red 
blood may be forced through their orifices, 
which are naturally deftined to carry a limpid 
ferum*. 


The 


* In the inflammations of the eyes, the increafed a€tion of the 
arteries frequently force red particles, where ferum fhould only 
pafs in the minute veflels, 

In the laft ftage of malignant putrid fevers in the Welt Indies, 
red blood, in a putrefcent ftate, is forced through the pores of the. 
fkin, in every part of the body. This, though rarely, I have 
feen in 1762 and 1763 at the Havannah, and other parts of the 
Weft Indies and America, From this circumftance, independent 
of the reports of other authors, I am inclined to believe the fame 
poffible on the whole internal furface of the ftomach and inteftines, 
eccafioning the mo vehement colliquative, and putrid purgings. 

In health, a confiderable quantity of ferous fluid is exhaled 
through the arterial orifices of the Romach, conftituting part of 
the /uccus gaftricus, or ftomach juice, to affift digeftion. Any 
‘contamination of the blood will certainly change the fluid ex- 

; 3° haling 
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The cure of nervous vomitings confitts itt 
conveying the offending matter downward by 
gentle ftomachic bitter laxatives, by antif- 
pafmodics; and afterwards to give tone and 
vigor to the relaxed {tomach, by bracing re- 
medies ; as vinum chalybeatum, with fimple 
cinnamon water, {weet elixir of vitriol, Hoff= 
man’s anodyne liquor, infufions of decoctions 
of bark, chalybeate waters, &c. 

The Hampfiead water is excellent for this 
purpofe. 

If from acidity, by abforbents, lime was 
ter, magnefia, ginger, and rhubarb ; if from 
alcaline matter, by acids of the vitriolic kind 
and ftomachics, Mynficht’s elixir of vis 
triol, &c. : 

To palliate, ether, naphtha of nitre, {pi« 
rits of lavender, oil of mint or cinnamon on 
fugar, faline draughts, or the volatile faline 


draught madein the following manner: 


No. 78. K. Sal. ammoniac. vol. Df. 
Succ. limon. q. s. ad faturationem, deimde adde aq. 
cinnam. fimp. 3]. | 
Confeét, cardiac. Dj. f. hauftus, bis vel ter in die 


fumendus. 


haling in the flomach; and this will effect digeftion, chylifica- 
tion, nutrition, &c. The blood, more or lefs prone toa lax 
ftate, may pour out liquids in the ftomach eapable of produciug- 
putrid eructations, &«, &c. 
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- Of the following mixture may be given : 
No. 79+ Re. Sal. volat. c. c. 348. 
: Succ. limon. q.s. ad fatutationem, deinde adde 


Aq. cinnam. fimp. vel flor. aurant. 


ell 


pur. aa. Zijfs. 
Tin&. rhei {pirit. 3j. M. f. miftura, cujus capiat 
coch, j. vel ij. ter vel quater in die. - 
No. 80. Ree Sal. c.c. gr. ve 
_ Aq, aneth, vel menths vulg. fimp. ifs. 
-Confect. cardiac. Dj. f. hauftus ter in die fumen- 
dug ; 
Vel, bibat zgré ante prandium & ccenam 3jj. tincs 
_ tare rhei {pt. cam cochl. ij. aquz pur. 


In every {pecies of vomiting, coffivene/s 
fhould be. carefully prevented or removed, 
that the inverted periftaltic motion of the in- 
teftines may be directed to take its natural 
courfe, in propelling the contained matter or 
fubftances through the inteftines ; ; this is ef- 
fected. by clyfters, &e, 

When the vomiting is caufed by difeafed 
vifcera in general, or the womb and its ap- 
pendages. in particular, it muft be removed 
by applying’ remedies to the ye cau~ 
fes *. aoa 
Peer age | 3 ' Tn 

* Anatomical diffeétions after death. 
Raro occurrit ftomachi mala conformatio, fed nonnunquam 


mole portentofum ; ¢ fede faa depellitur, tum e propria hernia, 
Vou. : Dd tum 
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In few cafes, however, are vomits necef- 
fary to nervous hyfteric patients, unlefs the 
matter already in the {tomach cannot be pro- 
pelled through the inteftines ; or if any poi- 
fonous fubftance fhould have been {wallowed, 
as opium, hemlock, preparations of lead, &c. - 

If the vifcera be chronically difeafed, all 
vomits are contra-indicated ; for no one can 
forefee their dangerous confequences: in 
acute diforders of the ftomach and inteftines 
they may be occafionally neceffary; but 

fhould 


tum a hernia epiploica, {cirrhofus in multis invenitur ventriculus. 
Pylorus huic vitio magis obnoxius eft, in nonnullis cartilagineus, 
dileus, contractus, obftructus fuit a nummo, aliove corpore ex- 
traneo; ventriculus puftulis, tumoribus obfitus, phlogofi, puru- 
lentia, exulceratione & gangrena taCtus, dilaceratus. 

Hepar inter cetera vifcera abdominalia frequentius foedatur, 
inflammatum, purulentum, f{cirrhofum, fteatomatofum, gangre- 
nofum, ftomachoaccretum, aridum, durum, & quafi elixatum. 

In veficula fellea cencretiones; & copia magna bilis; infertio 
infolita duétus communis. 

Inteftina valde diftenta, & alibi quafi filo conftri€ta: extra ab- 
Jomen una cum epiploo depulfa ; putrida, accreta, intus sniceRtes 
vermibus plena, obftruéta, difrupta, gangrenofa. 

Lien, pancreas, mefenterium, omentum, varie lefa, caleuli 
renum. 

Tumores ftomachum & inteftina comprimentess 

Cartilaginis xiphoidis prolapfus. : 
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fhould never be prefcribed without the utmoft 
caution. 

As palliatives, in nervous naufea and vo- 
mitings, afafcetida, fagapenum, opopanax, 
caftor, myrrh, faffron, and fimilar medicines, 
have {their advantages, and may fafely be 
preferibed, while the deeper and more im- 
portant caufe-removing preparations are 

taken. : : 


Bile in the Stomach. 


There are two fpecies; the one yellow, 
bitter, and very irritating; the other lived 
and blackifh, and in a great meafure inert, 
until it has obtained a difpofition to putre- 
faction. 

Thefe fpecies are forced up from the firft 
inteftine by the inverted periftaltic motion of 
the inteftines. | 

When in the ftomach, the former. fpecies 
occafions great ficknefs, and, by confent of 
parts, fevere headach. 

The cure-and prevention have already been 
explained ; which confift in conveying the 
offending matter through the inteftines by 

iy a 2 mild. 
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mild ftomachic laxatives, and by fupplying the 
defective inert qualities of the bile with foap 
and aloetics, rhubarb, infufions of fena, 
cremor. tartar. or fal diureticus. Coftivenefs 
fhould be prevented with great care. 


Wind in the Stomach and fmall Inteftines. 


It is known to be in the ftomach by a 
tumor, diftenfion, hiccups; in the {mall in- 
teftines, by being feated moftly in the cen- 
tre of the abdomen, and a particular hardnefs 
or tenfion. 

Its emiffion from the ftomach is called 
eructation ; this is promoted by carminatives 
with tinct. rhei, &c. Thefe warm remedies 
gently ftimulate the coats of the ftomach, to a 
due contraction ; by which theexit of wind 
is procured upwards. 

When wind is feated in the {mall in- 
teftines, it is to be corrected or promoted 
downwards. ‘This is to be effected by warm 
carminative ftimulants, with afafcetida, -bit- 
ter {tomachic laxatives, as infufions of fena, 
chamomile, &c. ; or carminative clyfters, &c. 
See wind in the fiomach. 


Wind 
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Wind in the large Inteftines, 


Is known by the diftenfion and pains being 
more in the circumference of the abdomen ; 
to be fimilarly treated, as the former. 

Wind and hardened feces are eafier evacu- 
ated from the large than the {mall inteftines ; 
in this cafe emollient clyfters do great fervice 

ina fhort time. 


— Coftivenefs. 


Coftivenefs is a too long retention of feces 
in the inteftines. 

The caufes are multiplex, which fhould 
be confidered before the removal can be 
effected., 

1. Tumors, or difeafes of the vifcera, par- 
ticularly indurated mefenteric glands, by com- 
_ preffing the inteftinal canal, retard the free 
| _paflage of the feces, 

This is frequently incurable; but the moft 
probable means of cure are by mineral alter- 
atives, calomel in {mall dofes, and bitter ca- 
thartics, 


2. Ob- 
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2. Obftructed bihary duéis, which are beft 
opened by calomel, aloetics, fal diureticus, 
foap, and oleagenous cathartics, or the olexm 
yicini; almond oil, manna, and tincture of 
fena, &c. emollient clyfters, &c. 

3. If from a {pafm in the du€lus communis . 
cholidochus, by an over-diftenfion of the duo- 
denum; by the foregoing means, and antif- 
pafmodics. arn 
4. Debility in the moving or mufcular 
powers of the inteftines, is a caufe of cof- 
tivenefs ; laxatives gently ftimulant fhould be 
conftantly ordered, and at intervals ftomachic 
bracers, electuarium lenitivum, with gin- 
ger, eleéluariume {cammonio, aloetic pills, 
&c., fhould be daily ufed until the caufe be 
removed. 

5. Drynefs of the inteftines, from obftruct- 
ed exhaling arteries, or abfence of pancreatic 
juice ; known by dry hardened lumpith feces; 
is bef{t removed by caftor oil, mutton and veal 
broths, oleagenous cathartics, and vegetables 
boiled. 

6. Infpiffated mucus, covering the internal 
furface of the inteftinal canal, fo diminifhes 
irritability, as to require alcaline falts, foap, 


fal 
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fal fede ox borax ; thefe latter, in very fmall 
dofes, with bitter laxatives ; as infufions of 
fena, with camomile and carminative feeds of 
anife, caraway, &c., to extricate the adhering 
matter. The alcaline remedies are to be ufed 
with caution, in {mall dofes and well diluted ; 
left they abrade the ve//ous inteftinal coat. 
They are contra-indicated, whenever the pa- 
tient has formerly laboured under diarrhcea, 
hemorrhoids, or bleeding piles, &c. 

7. Paralfis of the inteftines rarely hap- 
pens, except by preparations of lead, or /ead 
in wines; which, by flow degrees, though 

mall in quantity, prove fatal. The reme- 
dies are oil and volatiles, cordials, ftomachics, 
and irritating clyfters; ftomach purges, and 
afterwards invigorating tonics. 

8. The tumors and other affections of the 
womb ; the ftone or gravel frequently caufe 
obftinate conftipation: remedies fhould be 
directed to remove thefe complaints, in con- 
junction with mild eccoprotics and emol- 
lient cathartic clyfters, daily repeated. 

g. Cofiivenefs arifing from a fedentary life, 
and much contemplation, as amongft the 

- ftudious and literary, fhould be removed by 
exercile 
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exercife of body and relaxation of mind, 
Many other caufes might be affigned as pro- 
ductive of conftipation; but thefe are fuffi- 
cient for the prefent purpofe. | 

Allaftringent diet and acid auftere wines 
areto be avoided: roafted apples, prunes, or 
French plumbs, accelerate the Hlelcent of the 
feces, 

Glauber and Rochelle falts, the fal snblciogd 
rartarum folubile, and fuch faline purgatives, 
are more effectual than any of the foregoing 
laxatives; but they feldom agree with the 
-ftomachs of the nervous, old, gouty, or de- 
bilitated: in fome inftances, however, their 
affiftance mutt be folicited, * 

Bilous 


* Diffections after death. 


Inteitina repleta, fecibus induratis, materiaque quadam muci- 
da, intricata, ultra modum diftenta flatibus, concreta, obftructa, 
Japides continentia. 

Colon et craffiora inteftina fecibus duris & afi lapidefcenti, 
bus obftruéta. : : 

Repertum fuit colon nucleis ceraforum, & perficorum ad trium 
librarum pondus infar&um, dilatatum ventriculi inftar & in fine 
ampliationis coarétatum, ac annulo carnofo fphin¢teris ad inftar 
conftri¢tum. 

In illo inventz fuerunt farcofes ingentis mollis: occalefcentize 
tymores, tubi coalitus ab exulcerati lateris conta¢tu, 

Vila 
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Bilious Excrements. 


An overabundance of bile fecreted in. the 
liver, and poured into the duodenum, will ir- 
yitate the inteftines, occafion great pain and 
bilious purgings. 

Thefe evacuations are not be checked by 
aftringents, but gently promoted by rhubarb 
and cremor tartar, decoctions of tamarinds 
and fena: thefe acid and {tomachic purgatives 
correct the bile, and facilitate its evacuation 

with little pain. 

+ * When the bile is thoroughly evacuated, | 
gentle fomics are proper; but great caution 
fhould always be obferved, never to clofe the 
bile duct opening in the duodenum by aftrin- 


Vifa organa hec putrida gangrznofa vel aa, a flag- 
natione collectarum materiarum. 

Szpe ventriculus & inteftina a fitu dimota, {cirrhofa. 

Hepar fcirrhofum, veficula fellis nunc inanis, nunc. turgida 
wel lapideis concretionibus focta, | ip 
_ Pancreas induratum, ingens; lien magnus, panies omentum 
craflum, putridum, inteftinis accretum. 

Paffim tumores e ventriculo, mefenterio, utero, vagina, aliifque 
partibus exfurgentes, comprimunt tubum inteftinalem. 

Lzfiones cerebri & medullz fpinalis fepe inteftinorum paralyfim 
poft fe trahunt. 


5 | gents; 
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gents; “for inflammations and fcirrhofities 
of the liver have been the confequence. I 
have feen dark and elixir of vitriol produce 
thefe effects, the war before laft, at the 
Havannah in 1762, and other Weft India 
iflands. Thefe affe€tions of the liver are 
cured by antimonials and mercurials given as 
alteratives. . 

The bile may be forced into the inteftine 
by an over-diftenfion of the ftomach, either 
from wind, or too great a quantity of food: 
this latter proves falutary, for it promotes a 
temporary purging, and removes the effects 
of over-repletion. 

When the bile is increafed by paffions of 
the mind, which is no unufual concomitant 
of anger, or violence of temper, ferenity of 
mind muft be earneftly recommended. Per- 
fons who poffefs the beft and moft nob/e fen- 
timents are often too irritable, they expect 
mere integrity than the world poffeffes: but 
if their perturbations of mind arife from hu- 
man villany, vices, or errors, no reformation 
will be produced by rage or angry paflions. 
Thofe who are capable of infamy, feldom 
bluth at the recital of it: the benevolent and 

worthy, 
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worthy, however, do not owe the deftruction 
of their own health, when it can anfwer no 
important purpofe ; it is too precious a facri- 
fice. Forefight to prevent, or calmnefs and 
acquiefcence under temporary misfortunes, 
Should be ftrongly inculcated to the nervous. 


Black Excrement, or Feces. 


Thefe appear to originate in an ill-fecreted 
bile, or its too long retenfion either in the gall 
‘bladder, or duodenum. 

It is ina@tive to a certain degree, and by not 
f{timulating the inteftines from its deftitution 
of purgative qualities, coftivenefs is produced ; 
its long retention is followed by a tendency to 
putrefaction; for the fixed air, or a€reous 
acid being extricated, flatulency is the confe- 
quence, - ie 

The defcent of this black bile fhould be 
promoted by ssnétura facra and cremor tartar, 
or any acid laxatives; its ftagnation in the 
inteftines fhould always be prevented, as it 
may aflift in producing a vitiated chyle, 
and a bad habit of bedy, 


Oranges, 
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Oranges, the fummer acid fruits, or roa{t- 
ed apples are proper, if they agree well with 
the ftomach; thefe check the putrid tendency 
of the vitiated bile in the inteftinal tube, and 
prove gently laxative. 

When the caufe is in the liver, mineral al- 
teratives are the moft proper medicines to re- 
move obftruction, or fcirrhus. 

Blackith ftools may likewife arife from ef- 
fufions of blood in the ftomach, or inteftinal 
canal, from the exhalent arteries; or from 
chalybeate medicines: thefe circumftances 
therefore fhould be well afcertained before 
medicines are prefcribed, 


Pale-coloured argillaceous Fixcerements. 


This is a common fymptom of the zéerus, 
or jaundice, and happens from the want of 
bile in the inteftinal tube. 

The cau/fes are, 

1. An obftruction in the biliary duéts. 

2. Adifeafein the liver, by which the 
bile is not properly fecreted. 

3. The bile is conveyed into the blood in- 
ftead of the gall bladder or inteftines, 

| caufing 
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caufing a yellow diffufion in every part of 
the body. 

Gall Stones obftructing the biliary duds, 
"are commonly known by exquifite pain in 
the part, argillaceous or clayifh feces, vomit- _ 
ings, &c. This is to be treated by vene- 
fection ; oleagenous purgatives, and manna, 
emollient clyfters, warm baths, &c. 

If the caufe fhould exift in a difeafed liver, 
productive of the jaundice ; aloetics, and ca- 
~ Jomel in {mall dofes; fal diureticus, and the 
bitter infufion, frequently cure the com- 

plaint. 
| Saponaceous remedies and rhubarb, are 
lefs efficacious than the antecedent. 

A mineral alterative courfe afterwards, 
will often prevent the return of the difeafe ; 
as it is moft likely to remove gradually ob- 
ftructions in the liver, or ducts, without 
irritation. 

Acids are recommended both by practiti- 
oners and authors in the jaundice ; but very 
erroncoully. 

The die is diffufed through the whole ha- 
bit; acids, as generally prefcribed, cannot 
follow it; for they are neither received by the 
| _ lymphatic 
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lymphatic fyftem, nor inhalent veins, unlefs 
exceedingly diluted ; confequently cannot 
counteract by neutralifation, or folution in 
the whole body, the alcalefcent quality of the 
yellow-coloured fluid ; but when the bile is 
in the inteftines, acids and acid laxatives are 
very beneficial ; becaufe they more probably 
come in contact, and correct, or expel the 
offending matter. 

Boerhaave, and Van Swieten, recommended 
the vernal herbage. Stony concretions in 
oxen, are removed by the {pring grafs, ef- 
pecially thofe who have lived upon hay, &c. 
in the winter : Upon this principle, the /uccus 
graminis is prefcribed as a powerful detergent 
and deobftruent. 


Purgings. 


Purging is a too frequent, or inordinate 

evacuation of feces, or excrements. 
The caufe is a ftimulating matter, or too 
great irritability of the inteftines, by which 
frequent contractions of the fibres are excited ; 
thus all the fecretions are more abundantly 
produced, and by the increafed periftaltic mo- 
tion, 
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tion, the contents are quickly evacuated in a 
liquid ftate, the thinner parts not having time 
to be taken up by the abforbent veffels. 

The fubftances capable of ftimulating the 
- inteftines, from the materia medica, are ca~ 
thartics, and other acrids; various forts of 
foods, particularly of the vegetable and fruit 
kind ; fome meats, as pork and pig; fudden 
cold, fuppreffed perfpiration ; but fome of - 
thefe being accidental, and others peculiar to 
individuals, little is to be prefcribed by me- 
-dicine, except abftinence from whatever has 
produced the effect. In the hypercatharfis, 
diluents, emollients, cardiacs, anodynes are 
indicated. 

Purging fhould never be haffi/y checked, 
and particularly if attended with pain; the 
caufe fhould always be removed by gentle 
laxatives of rhubarb, faline purgatives, and 
manna, oil, &c. before either aftringents, or — 
opiates are adminiftered. 

The fmall dofes of zpecacuanha recom- 
mended for purgings, are very unpleafant, 
and rarely neceflary ; to occafion a continual 
naufea, when milder methods prefent them- 

A felves, 
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felves, is a more violent practice than nervous 
purgings in particular require. 

Pain, though a great enemy to human 
tranquillity, is a favorable fymptom in purg- 
ings; its fuppreflion fhould very cautioufly 
be attempted by opium ; for mortifications 
of the inteftines have been the confequence : 
therefore griping pains fhould, in general, be 
borne patiently until the irritating caufe be 
removed. I have known many inftances, 
where the injudicious ufe of opzum and warm 
cordials, formerly recommended by Sir Fobx 
Pringle and others, has proved inconteftibly 
fatal; particularly in the diarrhcea of armies, 
hofpitals, and hot climates. : 

= Bile, or any other ftimulating matter ex- 
citing frequent ftools, muft be evacuated or 
corrected. <A {mall quality of uztiated matter 
can alter and change a confiderable- mafs, and 
foon contaminate the whole body; and ex- 
amples of which is evident from the admif- 
fion of any putrid matter in diffection, by a 
flight feratch, &c. 

The purgings of nervous maa however, 
are more commonly owing to laxity and fen- 


. fibility 
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fibility of the inteftinal canal, than to any 
violent irritating matter, bile excepted. 

If the purging arife from debility ar the 
~ftomach or inteftines, after a dofe or two of 
rhubarb; tonics of the gent/e aftringent kind 
are ufeful; the julep. e creta, Hoffman’s 
anodyne liquor ; the pulvis terre japonice ; 
the extractum ligni campechenfis diffolved in 
aq. cinnam. fimp. Confedctio cardiaca, or | 
in nervous pains the confedctio Damocratis 
may be adminiftered. 

Antifpafmodics often remove the aickaky 
purgings of the nervous clafs by allaying 
irritability ; and thefe remedies fhould always 
be preferred to opiates, as afafcetida, cam- 
phor, and fal c. c.-in mixtures, Gc, : 


Nervous Tabes, or wafting of the Body. 


The caufes of confumption are various ; 
as ulcerated lungs, and it is then called phrhifis 
pulmonalis ; chronic diforders of the vifcera, 
or debility of the organs of digeftion and nu- 
trition ; great evacuations from hemorrhages ; 
fluor albus, obftructed or profufe mentes, in-_ 
ereafed faliva, or too copious perfpiration, 


Vor. 1, Peo oe Tada. 
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lactation, diabetes, diarrhcea, dyfentery, lien- 
tery, obftructed mefenteric glands, {cro- 
phula, &c. : 

All thefe caufes require a different mode of 
treatment according to indications, violence, 
or acutenefs of the complaint, fever or other 
circumftances. 

A nervous tabes is a wafting of the body 
without any remarkable fever, cough, or dif- 
ficult refpiration ; it is accompanied with in- 
appetency, depraved digeftion, and want of 
proper nutrition. 

The primary caufes of the nervous atrophy, 
are violent paflions of the mind, love, grief, 
é&c. ; frequent drinking of ardent {pirituous 
liquors, or unwholfome air. 

The cure confifts in calming mental vio- 
lence; the avoiding cordials, or {pirituous 
liquors ; the removal from infalubrious to 
a purer and more elaftic air, and the ad- 
miniftering remedies adapted to the particular 
or occafional caufes. 

‘If from debility or a depraved ftomach, 
gentle {tomachic evacuants, tonics and bitters 


are proper. 
4 If 
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If from obftruéted mefenteric glands, or 
difeafed vifcera, mineral alteratives. 

If worms be the caufe, they mutt. be 
_ evacuated by anthelmintics, mercurials, pur- 
ges, &c, 


Nervous cholie. 


Griping pains in the inteftines of netvous 
patients, flying from one part to another 
without either purging or vomiting, is called 
the nervous cholic. | 

The cau/fe is moft probably fixed air, or the 
aerial acid, or inflammable air, retained in 
the inteftines, vellicating, or ftimulating the 
nervous fyftem, expanded all over their inter- 
nal furface. 

The cure is fimilar to that already recom- 
mended for wind in the ftomach, or in- 
teftines. Stomiachic laxatives, carminatives, 
antifpafmodics, and lime water, oleum anifi, 
£arul, cinnamomi, warm carminative fetid 
clyfters, and fometimes, a light opiate may 
be ufeful. 
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Worms. 


Worms of different {pecies have been found 
in the ftomach, or inteftines of perfons of 
every age; but from conftipation, are very 
common to the nervous and hyfteric. 

They are diftinguifhed into the /umbrzcz or 
teretes, like earth worms; /evia, fimilar to 
tape ; cucurbitint, like gourd feed ; and a/- 
carides,,a very minute {pecies like maggots, 
not thicker than afmall pin. 

They are generated either by different 
foods, or defcend with vegetables, cheefe, 
farinaceous, or leguminous foods. 

The lumbrici and tenia are commonly in 
the ftomach and fmaller inteflines; the a/- 
carides in the larger inteftines, and _parti- 
culurly in the rectum, occafioning. itching 
and irritation.., | 

Tape worms have been found many yards 
Jong; and it 1s eafy to conceive what in- 
jury they muft occafion to the patient, by 
fucking a large | qnantty of nutriment for 
their fupport. | 

Innumerable fymptoms accompany worms; 
as pallor of the face, eyes funk in the orbits 

with 
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-.with a livid hue underneath ; gnafhing of the. 
teeth, fetor in the breath, voracioufnefs, 
wind, . indigeftion, pricking fenfations, un- 
eafinefs in the ftomach and inteftines, hard 
_ {welled belly, hiccups, dry cough, ftarting in 
fleep, convulfive and other ‘fits ; frequent 
itching and picking the nofe;  abfcefles 
and a vomiting, or purging of :flimy pu- 
rulent pus; anxiety, feverifly heats and 
flufhings, faintings ; the voiding worms by 
the mouth or avus; but nothing fo obvioully 
determines their probable prefence.in the in- 
teftines,as whenfome have been perceived from 
the ftomach, or evacuated in the excrements ; 
all other fymptoms are equivocal, or doubt- 
ful. Many verminous fymptoms are com- 
mon to the hydrocephalus internus, or watery 
head of children, the diagnoftic fign, how- 
ever, of which, is a dilatation of the pupils. 
It is aftonifhing how firmly worms adhere - 
to the coats of the ftomach, or inteftines, 
much like leeches; from whence they draw 
their nourifhment by continual fuction ; 
which in the larger worms, when in great 
ny muft prove a confiderable lofs to the. 
; human — 
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human body, by defeating the nutrition of 
‘the body, caufing great wafte, languor, worm 
fevers, and many other bad confequences ; 
often occafioning violent cutting, piercing 
pains, and confumption of flefh, 

The f{maller worms are, perhaps, ovipa- 
rous, the /umbrici are certainly. viviparous; 
I have in my poffeffion fpecies of thefe 
large worms, which were difcharged at the 
time they were cafting forth a young brood. 
Worms frequently perforate the coats of the 
inteftines. 

The cure confitts in’ diflodging the worms 
from their holds on the villous coat of the 
inteftines. 

It is evident that the excrements pafs 
through the inteftines without the exclu- 
fion of worms; and it frequently happens, 
that the moft approved purges are inef-_ 
fectual: cathartics are, however, proper, 
after remedies which act on the villous 
coat, remedies which are particularly offen- 
five to the worms, as afafcetida, whofe fmell 
is faid to force the worms from their faften- 
ing, mercurial and martial preparations, cort. 


peruv., 


+4 
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peruv., and oblige the worms to loofe their 
hold. 

To cleanfe the internal furface of the intef- 
tines, and diflodge worms from their adher- 
ence, folutions of alcaline falts, as the /a/ 
fode, fal tartar. fal abfinth, cremor. tartar. 
&c. are proper; or borax with bitter infu- 
fions ; foap, aloetics and Indian pink. The 
alcaline falts fhould not be ufed. /fronger 
than to excite a pungency on the tongue, left 
they abrade, and too much deffroy the intefti- 
nal mucus. The pulvis fabing externally de- 
{troys warts, and internally is a powerful deter- 
gent and diflodger of worms ; the /em. /u- 
tonic. &c. During the adminiftration of fuch 
remedies cathartics of aloes and cremor tartar; 
calomel at night, and any approved purge the 
next morning; jalap and cremor tartar. are as 
effectual as any; or the pu/vis e fena comp.with 
fem. fantonic. or with pulvis fabina, vin. aloe- 
ticum alcalinum, &c. mercurials and aloetics ; 
or the juice of frefh fquills, fo diluted as not 
to excite vomiting, has an irritating detergent 
quality in diflodging and evacuating worms. 
Garlic cut {mall, and given in milk or juice 
of rue, are excellent and fafe vermifuges, par- 

ticularly 
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ticularly for children. The /uceus gramints 
has, often, the power of diflodging worms. 

When worms are in the rectum, aloetic 
clyfters are excellent, which may be made by 
aloes boiled: in milk, &c. or with tinctura 
facra and decoétum commun. pro clyftere, falt, 
&c. Oily remedies continued, or the olewm 
-_ricini, fetid gums, fulphureous waters, ethi- 
ops mineral, and cinnabarine preparations, 
and even the bark, frequently diflodge and 
evacuate worms. | 

The folution of mercurius corrofivus fub- 
limatus has caufed the expulfion of worms, 
and mercurial preparations are likewife recom- 
mended; the former, unlefs much diluted, 
is arough medicine, and the latter contains | 
frequently acrid particles. The mercurtus 
faccharatus of the Edinburgh difpenfatory 
is fafer; and, as an evacuant, the vermifuge 
troches are very effectual, when milder me- 
thods do not fucceed. 


Mercurius faccharatus Eding. | 
No. 81. Fk Hydrargyri 
Sacchar. candi rubr. ds ais. 
Ol. full. juniper. gut. xvj. 
Tere fimul in mortario vitreo donec penitus evanef- 
cant globuli. 
Tro- 
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Trochifci vermifugi. 
No. 82. K. Calomel opt. levigati 
Pulv. fcammon. a. 3ij. 
Sacchar. alb. 31). 
Bene triturentur & cum folutione gum. arabici in aq. 
rofarum fiant trochifci Dj. pond. 
No, $3. K. Calomel. limatur. mart. and cort. peruv. puly. with 
honey, made into an electuary, is a very power- 
- ful anthelmintic. 
The decoGum a: is much recommended 
by fome. 


In the flat kind of worm. 


No. 84. Kk. Starini puly. 
Corall. rub. ppt. aa. 3]. | 
Syr. fimp. q. s. f. bolus bis in die fumend. cuns 


Zifs. infuf. amar. 


No. 85. Ke Atihectid. 3fs. 
Mercur. dulc. Dfs. 
Extr. rhei Dij. 
M. f. pill. No. xxx. quarum fumat j. mane & noéte. 


There were given daily feveral fpoonfuls of honey under the’ 
courfe of this medicine, according to Redi and Le Bes s obfer- 
vations, which had a very good effect. 


All fteel preparations are very ufeful. 


Some years ago there was at Paris, and all 
over France, an arcanum in the higheft efteem, 
and recommended as infallible in the cure of 
the tape worm; the inventor, Herrenfch- 
wand, kept it many years as the greateft fe- 

cret, 
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cret, and it fold well as long as it was in his 
poffeffion. The great fame it acquired, en- 
couraged feveral gentlemen of the faculty to 
difcover the contents, but without fuccefs ; 
till at laft Dr. Herrenfchwand was pleafed to 
pre‘ent the genuine compofition to a particu-- 
lar friend, with leave to make it public, 
which is here given with pleafure, as an ex- 
cellent medicine to diflodge worms. 


No. 86. K. Gum. gutt. Gamb. gr. ij. ad vj. 
Sal abfinth. 


Carbon. fraxini aa. gr. xv. ad xxv, f. pulvis mane & 
vefperi fumendus in cochl. ij. aquz *. 


Hemorrhoids or Piles. 


Is a varicofe tumor and painful fenfation 
in the rectum, or its external orifice, parti- 
cularly in voiding the excrements. 

The caufes are: 1. Varices or dilatations 


of the hemorrhoidal veins; blood is brought 
by 

* A boy fubject to worms, evacuated 28 of the lumbrici by 
taking ethiops mineral 2{s. fal fod gr. vi. and Dj pulv. e traga- 
canth. c. bis de die; and every third day 9j pulw. e fen ce. 
with gr. ij. calomel, The fame boy fwallowed a halfpenny 
afterward, and the mother applied to Mr. David/on, Queen Ann- 


ftreet. The halfpenny was 18 days in paffing, and forced before 


it 33 worms, each nearly a foot long. The boy is now in perfect 
health. 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, Sc. 4249 


by the arteries, but obftructed, and {tagnated 
in the venal fy {tem. 
2. An abrafion of the mucus in the rec- 
tun? ; Or,’ 
3 .Excoriations in and about its external ori- 
fice, from acrimony, acridcathartics, aloes, &c. 
4. Compreffions on the z/ae veins, from 
pregnancy, tumors, &c. | 
Piles are either fanguineous, bleeding ; or | 
blind, as they are called, in which no blood 
iffues. | 
A prolapfus ani, or falling down and elon- 
-gation of the rectum, and excrefcences about 
the anus, are often miftaken for the piles by 
the females; it is neceflary, therefore, that 
the phyfician fhould be certain of the cafe 
before he prefcribes ; or all efforts of cure 
_ may prove fruitlefs. | 
— Perfons once having piles, without great 
‘attention in avoiding conftipation, and cold- : 
neis in the feet, or other occafional caufes, 
frequently are troubled with returns. 
The cure muft be accommodated to the 
{pecies of the difeafe. 
The veffels being turgid, and the parts in- 
flamed, are relieved by bleeding in the arm, 
| feet, 
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feet, or hemorrhoidal veins, or by leeches 
repeatedly applied, until the inflammatory 
fymptoms are removed by ann pBlegittie and 
very ab{temious diet. 

§" Sitting over, or in, tepid baths of flores 


fambuci and warm water, or any emollient 


foft fomentations of mucilages, milk, &c. 
affift in removing venal obftruction, or retar- 
dation; emollient cataplafms of farin. femin. 
lini, with or without aqua vegeto-mineralis, 
are very ufeful. 

Coftivenefs muft in every fpecies be pre- 
vented by electuarium lenitivum, and oleum 
amygdalinum, by ethiops, lac fulphuris, 
magnefia, manna, {tewed prunes, French 
plums, e/eciuarium e caffia, or fuch mild ec- 
coprotics; avoiding red wines and aftrin- 
gents. | 

Pediluvia of warm water and common falt, 
as they promote a freer circulation in the ex- 
tremities, contribute to remove the piles, 
which are known frequently to arife from 
cold in the legs and feet. When the violence 
of the inflammation is refolved to a certain 
degree, the agua vegetc-mineralis joined with 
camphor, is an excellent preparation to affift 


the 


‘ ‘ 
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the contraction of the veffels, and allay irrita- > 
tion. Vitriolic lotions are prefcribed for the 
fame purpofe. An abftinence from all liquid 
food is particularly ufeful in preventing and 
removing the turgency of the veffels. 

The excoriations about the re@tum are re~ - 
moved by foft unguents, mucilaginous and 
oleaginous applications, preventing the con- 
tact and friction, as much as poflible, of the 
pafling excrements. 

A liniment: compofed of litharge 3]. well 
levigated, acet. com. 31j. and ol. amyedal. 
dulc. xiv. is excellent after the inflamma- 
tion. ‘The agua vegelo-mineralis ey be pre- 
{cribed as a deficcative. 

The f/anguineous or bleeding piles have been 
confidered falutary in all ages, and perhaps, 
if moderate, this may be true; but they are 
certainly difagreeable ; and, contrary to re~ 
ceived opinions, I have known thefe hemor- 
rhages, when profu/e, lay the foundation of 
dropfy and other grievous diforders. 

The bleeding piles are commonly owing 
to plenitude of the hemorrhoidal veffels from 
obftructed menfes, or other fupprefled excre- 
tions, and hard, retained excrements ; there- 


fore 
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fore a cool, moderate regimen, the promo- 
ting the fuppreffed excretion, whether by 
ftool, urine, or perfpiration, dry diet, and 
the removal of conftipation, are the princi- 
pal remedies. 

If the hemorrhage originate in relaxation, 
which moft frequently happens to the ner- 
vous, tonics will be beneficial ; at the fame 
time coftivenefs muft be prevented by the 
mildeft methods, as rhub. and magnef. | 

The treatment of the hemorrhoids or piles 
arifing from compreffion of the iliac veins 
during pregnancy, fhould be fimilar. 

All aloetics and fumulating purges rutt be 
avoided; for by irritation they increafe the 
pain and inflammation; occafion tenefmus, 
or a conftant and fruitlefs defire to evacuate 


the excrements. 
Prolapfus Ant, 


Is the falling down, or protrufion of the 
rectum externally, particularly in voiding al- 


Vine excrements. 
Caufes are, hardened excrements, or confti- 


pation, a confumption or depravation of the 
adeps {urrounding the anus, and a relaxation 


of 
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of the elevator mufcles, fometimes conjoint. 
ly with the {phin¢ter ani. 

It is moft commonly an attendant on re- 
laxed habits, and the nervous; or may arife 
from hemorrhoids, tenefmus, calculi, ulcers 
of the bladder, womb, &c. This diforder is 
very difficult to remove, and frequently in- 
curable. 

The cure depends on circumftances. 

If the anus has defcended and cannot be 
returned, from {welling or inflammation, and 
ftriGture, emollient fomentations, and fitting 
over warm water, fhould be ufed. Leeches 
may beapplied, or fometimes it is neceflary to 
extract blood by the puncture ofa lancet exter- 
nally, to evacuate the contents of the tumor, 
Afterward, by the gentle preffure of the fin- 
gers on each fide of the tumor, the rectum 
afcends, and fhould be retained by a new in- 
vented compreffing bandage. 

The aqua vegeto-mineralis, or weak folu- 
tions of white vitriol, cold bathing the part 
in a dzdée, may then be ufed to prevent a fu- 
ture prolapfus. 

Coftivenefs, in all inftances, fhould be 
prevented by emollient laxatives; the diet 


fheuld be light and nutritious. 
The 
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The tumor of the anus is fometimes very 
confiderable ; becaufe the arteries continually 
force blood tothe part; but from the contrac- 
tion of the /phincter ani, the veins cannot 
carry it back; the neck of the tumor is fur- 
rounded as with a ligature, and the returning 
veins are intercepted and ftrangulated. 

Gangrene and mortification have fometimes 
_been the confequence; therefore, to prevent 
thefe direful effects, the tumor, when vio- 
lently inflamed, muft be fcarified as much 
externally as poflible, the blood evacuated, 
and the veffels liberated from the threatening 
danger. This treatment is moft neceflary, 
when the diforder is recent, and the inflam-— 
mation runs high. 

Emptying the veffels of the Sivek extremi- 
ties by venefection in the feet, and bark, 
ought not to be fpared, to prevent gangrene : 
it is better by a judicious forefight to avert 
misfortune, than to wait until it has hap- 
pened, and becomes irremedial. | 

The prolapfus ani, which has been of ‘baie 
continuance, and owing to the repeated re- 
laxation of the part, or from fiftula, piles, &c. 


rs feldom cured, 
Patients 
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Patients are in the practice of returning the 
tumor themfelves after every evacuation of 
excrement: If, however, the rectum al- 
| ways defeends when the body is in an ere 
pofture, it fhould be prevented by a bandage, 
and comprefs made of foft linen ftuffed with 
wool, or by the new-invented {pring-trufs. 
The weight of all the inteftines, fat of the 
omentum, and near the kidneys ; the tender- 
nefs of a relaxed, weak tela cellulofa; the 
communication of its cells, which receives 
the gravitating humors from all the /uperior 
parts; which by ftagnation or diftenfion in 
the /ower, weaken the elater of the fibres in 
and about the anus; all account for the pain 
and obftinacy of the diforder. y 
The difficulty of curing the profap/us anz is 
very obvious: the part is daily in aéizon, the 
very caufe, therefore, of the protrufion of the 
intef{tine conftantly remains: check the ftools, 
their hardnefs then will be a fufficient caufe ; 
give laxatives conftantly, and the repeated 
action of expelling the feces confirms the 
complaint, or produces a tenefmus, or ftrain- 
ing by the abrafion of the mucus, or from 


VOL: 4. Ef the 
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the acrid difcharge which iffues inftead of 
mucus. | | 
The cure, though difficult, has been in 

many inftances effected, or the diforder has 
been much mitigated, by the following or 
fuch like remedies, conjointly with a mode- 
rately dry nutritious diet, cold bathing the 
part frequently in the ézdée, and by aftringent 
lotions applied to the part. 
No, 87. Bx. Elect. lenitiv. 33). 

fEthiop. min. 3¥j. 

Pulv, crem. tart. 33). 


Syr. fimp. q. s. f. ele€tuarium de quo capiat 


Q. N. M. mane & notte ad aftriGionem alvi 
preveniendam. 


R. Tint. cort. peruvy. Huxham 3)j. 
Decoét, ejufdem 3x. 
Elix. vitriol. acid. gutt. xv. f.. hauftus, horis dua- 
bus ante prandium & ccenam fumendus. 


Opiates are contra-indicated ; becaufe they 
retard the defcent of the feces, and create cof- 
tivenefs; but in great pain and abfence of 
reft, a few drops of laudanum in an oleous 
draught may be proper. 

Preventing conftipation, and bracing the 
relaxed {tomach and inteftines, are the moft 
rational methods of cure ; but there are fome- 

| | tim 
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“times contra-indications, eafily perceived by 
an experienced phyfician, that will effectu- 
ally forbid, or abridge our expectations, from 
thefe fources of falutiferous practice. 

The pro/ap/us originating in the confump- | 
tion, diminution, or depravation of the adi- 
pofe fubftance furrounding the znte/finum recs 
tum, can only be cured by removing the cau- 
fes; which are commonly great weaknefs 
from hectic or other difeafes; depraved di- 
geftion, chylification, fanguification, and nu- 

trition, cedema, anafarca, diarrhoea, dyfen- 
tery, &c. &c., which are difficult. 

In the fiftula in ano, ulcers of the womb 
or bladder, ftone, gravel, &c., the caufes of 
the prolapfus from thefe fources mutt be par 
ticularly attended to, and removed, or no 
cure need be expected. 


Spafmodic Striclure of the Bladder, 

Is an involuntary contraction of the fphinc- 
rer vucfice refitting the expulfatory power of 
the mufeuwli detrufores urine, and obftructing 
the free evacuation of the urine *, 


* Anatomical examinations after death. 
Aperta cadavera fubftantiam vifcidam & mucofam, lutum 
gypicum, arenulas, calculos in vefica & uteribus exhibent; non 
3 FE3 fecu’ 
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This fymptom may arife in the early months 
of pregnancy from the compreffion of the 
uterus; or from ftone, gravel, fcirrhus, and 
ulcers of the womb, difeafes of the rectum, 
a thickening of the neck of the bladder, dif- 
-eafed kidneys and ureters, &c.; abfcefs, ulcer, 
or tumors, cantharides, &c.; therefore no 
inconfiderable attention is neceflary, left the 
cafe be miftaken and improperly treated *. 

If the urine has been long retained in the 
bladder, it can be drawn off by the catheter. 

The 
fecus ac in senum pelvi, que etiam crufta lapidea obducitur : 
ureteres obftructi, callofi, exficcati. Renes inflammati, puru- 
lenti, putridi, lacerati, corrugati, deprefli, aridi, tuberculofi, 
comprefli a tumoribus in partibus vicinis.—In vefica farcofes, tu- 
mores {cirrhofi, cancrofi; vel vefica fuit contra¢ta, callofa, car- 
tilaginea, lapidea, crufta obdudia ; prolapfus uteri, vagine, recti. 
Vefice mala conformatio. 

* Among the numerous poor who come for affiftance on public 
days, I had a very remarkable inftance of a young women fent 
by Mr. Hardie, furgeon, in Weymouth-ftreet, for advice. The 
urine had been totally fuppreffed 48 hours, occafioning the moft 
inexpreffible pain, ‘The cure was performed by a ftrong folution 
of camphor with oil of almonds, nitre, and manna, in a few 
days. 

Many other inftances have occurred, in which fimilar methods, 
fometimes conjointly with opiates, have fucceeded. | 

+. Mr. Samuel, apothecary in High-ftreet, Marybone, had 
a cafe ofa pregnant woman, who could not void a drop of urine : 


I was 


. 
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The cure is effected by removing the fpafm 
with antifpafmodics; camphor in large dofes, 
oleaginous laxatives, warm bathing, either 
general or partial, and in cafes of confidera- 
ble pain, opiates may be added to the cam- 
phor. Medicated bougies to the urethra, and 
warm fomentations to the lower part of the 
abdomen, are frequently neceffary. 


dncontinentia urine, ox involuntary Emiffion of 
Urine. | 


This may arife from a variety of caufes ; 
but the relaxation of the fphincter of the 
bladder is the principal caufe in the nervous 
and debilitated. 

As the complaint is caufed by relaxation, 
corroborants of bark, fteel, or vitriolic acids ; 
cold bathing, and extremely dry nutritious 
diet, are the proper remedies. , 
| This 


Iwas confulted, and difcovered the caufe to be owing to early 
pregnancy and a relaxation of the ligaments of the womb, by 
which the uterus, as it enlarged, prefled on the neck of the bladder, 
The usine was obliged to be drawn off catefully with a catheter, 
which I performed repeatedly, and ordered bark and other to- 
nics, which foon removed the caufe. In the latter months of - 
pregnancy this rarely happens, becaufe the uterus rifes, 
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This fymptom may likewife arife from an. 
increafed action in the renal veffels, by which 
an immoderate quantity of urine, acrid in 
quality, is poured forth into the weakened 
‘bladder unable to contain its contents: this_. 
happens from a fuppreflion of night {weats in 
hectic complaints, and muft be treated ac- 
cording to circumftances. | 

If the involuntary difcharge of urine. be 
from a paralyfis of the mufcular coat of the 
bladder, it is rarely cured; but fhould be at- 
tempted by tonics, volatiles, cold bath, elec- 
tricity, and an extreme dry, nutritiqus, warm, 
invigorating diet. 


Pains in the Uterus or Womo. 


Many are the caufes of pains in the uterus ; 
which require penetration in the phyfician ta 
difcover; for they are frequently miftaken 
for cholics, gravel, fone, &c., and of courfe 
treated very improperly. 

Uterine pains are idiopathic or fymptoma- 
tic, and may be owing to either difeafes of 
the adjacent parts, as the kidneys, ure- 
ters, bladder or rectum, or tumors in the 

hac 
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tliat lymphatic fyfiem ; or from uterine inflam- 
mation, tumor, ulcer, excoriation of the os 
uteri from a {cratch, inverfion, moles, diften- 
fions or collections of air, ferum, blood, ftony 
concretions, hernia, excrefcences, fcirrhi, can- 
cer, tumors of the ovaria, Fallopian tubes, 
&c. &c. Bs | 

The pains of the uterus are fituated very low 
in the pelvis, between the bladder and re@um, 
and always imitate more or lefs thofe of la- 
bor, or difficulty in menftruation: by the 
fympathy of the nervous fyitem, however, 
they fometimes extend their influence to the 
ftomach, occafioning naufea, vomiting, Soc 


Pains from Efforts to menfiruate. 


Pains happening in the uterus, at, or near 
the monthly period, are owing to the os z/nce 
refitting the natural efforts of menftruation. 
Thefe pains fhould not be mitigated by opi- 
ates, unlefs very violent ; becaufe by fuch a 
practice the menfes may be retarded or re- 
tained: cam»hor, valerian, myrrh, the gum 
pill, the pulvis e myrrh. comp., pennyroyal, 
and warm drinks gently ftimulating and cor-_ 

dial, 
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dial, but not acid or flatulent, fhould be or- 
dered. ; | 

Pediluvia, or feet baths, are proper to faci- 
litate the menftrual difcharge, compofed of 
_ tepid water and a little falt, at bed-time ; and 
the feet and. legs fhould be covered warm, 
either with flannel or ftockings, particularly 
in the colder feafons. In coftivenefs the pi- 
lula Rufi is ufeful. ; 


Pains from contrathons of the Uterus to force 
off coagulated maffes contained in the Urerus. 


The pains from this caufe are fometimes 
almoft equal to thofe in child-bearing, 

The pulvis e myrrka compofitus and cam-= 
phorated julep, fpiritus nitri dulcis, or any 
other gently ftimulating uterine remedy, and 
warm drinks, are proper to aflift the expul- 
fion of the offending caufe. | 

If the pains be very violent, recourfe mutt 
be had to opzates joined with uterine reme- 
dies, if no contra-indication forbid their ufe. 

Warm emollient injections to the vagina, 
and carminative clyfters, greatly contribute to 
alleviate the fymptoms, and promote the ex- 

an | _ pulfion 
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pulfion of the coagula; but fometimes they 
require an obftetric extraction. 

Various accumulations after death have 
been found in the uterus, which have 
weighed 100, or 80 pounds weight. I have 
one in my poffeffion filled with a folid mafs 
the colour of the brain, one ovarium extremely | 
hard, the other filled with lymph. This ex- 
traordinary cafe will be publithed, with other 
curious diffections*. 


* Anatomical Examinations after Death. 


A lochiorum {uppreffione, inflammatio, mors quinto die. 

Uterus ingens ponderis roo librarum qui aque fubcruente oto ~ 
& viginti pintas continebat, preter quatuor molas. 

Uterus o¢toginta |tbras ponderans, ichore flavo, materia adipofa 
& oleaginofa infarSus. 

Uterus fere univerfam abdominis cavitatemimplens, Infar€tus 
materia quadam rubicunda: ejus latera partim erofa, adeo ut in 
pluribus locis ad chart tenuitatem diducta effent. 

Foemina in tertium menfem gravida vapulata marito, pedibut- 
que ad hypogaftrium conculcata—Venter dein crevit inzqualiter. 
Inter difficillimum partum fubita & enormi hemorrhagia e medio 
tollitur. 

Reperitur in fubfantia lateris dextri fteatomaingens, rotundum 
tredecim libras pendens. 

Uterus ingens diverfibus materiebus farcus, carnofis nempe ex- 
crefcentiis, membranis, tendinibus,. officulis, lapillis, & adeo ut 
pondis omnium ad quadraginta pondus accederet. 


Procidentia, 
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Procidentia, Prolapfus Utert, or falling down 
of the Wome. 


The prolapfus uteri is the defcent of the 
uterus lower than ufual into the vagina; par- 
ticularly when the female is in an erect 
pofture. 

The defcenfion of the uterus frequently oc- 
cafions impediments in the evacuation of the 
urine and feces, from its preffure on thofe 
parts, efpecially if the uterus be enlarged by 
tumor. | 

By confent of parts it caufes naufea, faint- 
nefs, and other fymptoms of relaxation in 
walking or exercife. 

The caufes are fometimes univerfal debility; 
but more commonly a relaxation and clonga- 
tion of the ligaments of the uterus. 

The cure. When the prolapfus uteri hap- 
pens from relaxation, and elongation of its 
ligaments, tonics, as the bark, vitriolic pre- 
parations, chalybeates, a dry nourifhing diet, 
and pure air, will be proper. Relaxing 
drinks, as tea, barley-water, broths, &c. 
muft be abftained from. 


The 
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The cold bath, if no other difeafe of the 
vifcera forbid its ufe, will be proper; but it 
fhould be cautioufly prefcribed to females ; 
for I have known inftances of cold bathing 
inconteftibly producing that moft calamitous 
of all difeafes, the feirrhus and cancer of the 
womb *, 

Cold bathing is dangerous at or near a cer= 
fain period. 

If bracing remedies fhouid not fucceed, the 
patient muft fubmit to ufe a cork, or other 
peflary: but this will be more fully « ex- 
gebad in the Scholz Medicine. 


On Pains in the Forepart of the Head. 


The animal functions fuffer confiderably 
and are frequently deranged in nervous dif- 
eafles + 


* See my treatife on this fubject, and the Letter to Dr. William 
Hunter, \ate phyfician extraordinary to Her Majefty, on the dan- _ 
gerous tendency of medical vanity, occafioned by the death of the 
Lady Holland, &c., in which is an extraordinary cafe of the 
cure of the feirrhus and cancerous ulcer of the womb, and an ulcer 
in the re#um, which had been given up as a loft cafe by many 
eminent phyficians, The mode of cure and prefcriptions are all 
gee in the BRR and afiord fufficient caufe for humane bis 
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feafes ;_ different pains of the head arife, 
which have been treated. by medical authors 
more by the diftin¢ctions of names, than by 
clofe inveitigation of caufes. 

Pains of the anterior part of the head 
are of lefs confequence than in the pofterior ; 
becaufe the cerebrum occupies the former, 
the cerebellum the latter: irritations or com- 
preflion of the cerebrum produce delirium, 
convulfions, &c.; but of the cerebellum d- 
minifped, and flower circulation in the heart 
itfelf. 7 

If consinual pain affect the forepart of the 
head from plenitude, arifing from obftructed 
menftruation, meditation, or ftrong  paffions 
of the mind; venefection, cathartics, and 
uterine remedies are eligible. 

Depletion, however, will not avail, if the 
patient be fuffered to drink large draughts of 
diluting liquors, which isa ftriking abfurdity, 
though the moft common practice in the 
treatment of plethora *. A drier regimen in 
plenitude fhould be, therefore, inftituted. 


* For a more fatisfatory demonftration and refutation of the 
abfurd practice of ordering diluents where fullnefs abounds, or 
emptying and filling in the fame moment, the treatife on Inflamma- 
tions, and all other difeafes of the Eyes, Eylids, &c. may be con- 
fulted. 


@ 
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The fumes of vinegar and embrocations, 
are beneficial in promoting a diaphorefis in 
pains of the head, and they have a vivitying 
nervine quality. Volatile frictions, ether, 
naphtha: of nitre, Peau de luce, f{melling 
falts, &c. are all ufeful in palliating, if not 
in eradicating, the pain. 

If the pain in the head arife from acrimony 
irritating the membranes, whether venereal, 
rheumatic, gouty, or f{corbutic, &c. the reme- 
dies proper for thefe complaints are to be 
prefcribed; as mercurials, antimonials, or 
cinnabarine and other alteratives; veficato- 
ries, cupping on the neck, pediluvia of 
{alt and water, or a foot-bath compofed of 
31. fpt. fais marin. and three or four gallons 
of water, to be ufed for half an hour or 
more, previous to reft at night ; which is ex- 
cellent in all gouty or rheumatic attacks. 
Where the pain arifes from debility and re- 
laxation, fomics, and dry but nutritious diet, 
are to be ordered, 


Pains in the poftertor Part of the Died 


Intenfe pain in the pofterior part of the 
head deeply feated, with a low, depreffed, 
and 
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and tardy pulfe, indlieaees compr Gen Zon on the 
cerebellum. 

The more fuch pain is attended with 
ftupor, or comatofe fymptoms and a flow 
pulfe, fo much the more danger is to be 
apprehended. 

The caufes capable of producing fuch 
alarming effects are many: but amongtt 
the nervous, conftant meditation on one ob- 
ject} or continual anxiety of mind, with a 
debilitated, relaxed conftitution, are the prin= — 
cipal, 

Perturbations of the mind, from what- 
ever fource arifing, like madnefs, deter- 
mine a greater flow of blood to the brain 
than the veins can return. 

The veffels of the dura and pia mater, the 
cerebrum and cerebellum, in all their various 
| foldings, become diftended. 

Diftenfions enlarge the whole medullary 
and cortical fubftance of the brain, this 
being compreffed on all fides by the fkull, 
the brain feems too large to be contained in 
its bony cavity. 

iT he fenfation of the brain being too large 

for 
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for the fkull, is common to the deeply ftudi- 
ous, fedentary, penfive, and nervous. 

The finufes of the dura mater, though ex. 
tremely well calculated to prevent ruptures 
of the veffels in the brain, yet are only capa- 
ble of receiving a certain portion of blood. 

If the fuper-abundant blood fhould not 
- pafs freely through the internal jugulars 
and occipital veins, accumulations muft ne- 
ceffarily happen in the brain, whofe veffels, 
once over-diftended, may be liable, from 
future and fimilar caufes, to a continued 
ftate of turgency. 

Veffels once diffended, may become fo 
relaxed afterwards, that their coats may 
not be able to refift the impelled fluid; 
relaxation is the confequence, and a future 
aptnefs to continue the increafe of their 
diameters, as may be feen in habitual or 
chronic ophthalmia, or inflamed eyes. 

This turgency, according to its magnitude, 
may more or lefs occafion fymptoms of acute 
or dull pain, depreffion of fpirits, Janguor, 
low pulfe, faintings, apoplexy or palfy, &c. ; 
for the nervous powers ill fupplied, or ob- 
tunded in the brain, muft neceflarily diminifh 

the 
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the vital powers of the heart and arteries, 
and all parts of the body fuffer in propor- 
tion as thefe are affected *. 

From the antecedent obfervations, and on 
-Yeflecting that diffections after the death of 
perfons long afflicted either with headach, 
or infanity, demonftrate a turgency of 
veffels, particularly in the pia mater; a more 
rational mode of cure may be eftablifhed, 
than has been hitherto invented. 


Not 


* Among many abfurdities, the pretended difcovery of the 
nervous fiuid, as a fubftance capable of ocular demonftration, 
is one‘of the greateft. ‘Ihe nervous influence is known moitly 
by its effects; the true caufes are too fubtile, and perhaps 
will ever be hid, and invifible to human difcernment. I have 
with a very 


j 


injected arteries formerly, of feveral fubjefs, 
fine, penetrating, minute injection, and have carried my in- 
jection fo far as to tinge the nerves all through with the 
colored tinéture. By a microfcope thoufands of fine arteries 
are feen all through the fubftance of nerves; where there 
be arteries, veins commonly accompanied them, and lymphatics ; 
if this be allowed, which appears very rational, nerves will 
feem almoft -entirely compofed of arteries, veins, and lym- 
phatics. What a number of falfe conclufions have been pro- 
mulgated on the nerves from an ignorance of their ftructure, 
even as far as they are really demonftrable? Thefe fubjects are 
freely examined and difcufled in the anatomical part of the 
Schola, Medicine. 
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Not only diftenfion of the veffels, but 
an acrimonious ftate of the blood from the 
perverfion of digeftion, conjointly with re- 
laxation and debility, caufe pains in the 
head of nervous perfons. 

In all fudden violent pains of the ogy 
joined with a depreffed and flow pulfe, 
bleeding in the jugular, arm, or cupping 
in the neck, and extracting blood, are proper; 
unlefs contra-indicated by fome momentous 
caufe, as dropfy, &c. in which cafe depletion 
by a fmart hydragogue purge may be elie 
gible. | 

The veffels are turgid indubitably with 
fluids: diminifh thofe fluids, and the tur- 
gency cannot poffibly continue. | Neither 
bleeding nor purging can effect fuch a ra- 
tional purpofe, except pro tempore, if patients. 
be indulged in their ufual quantity of li- 
quids; or, what is ftill worfe, if diluting 
liquors be recommended. 

Plenitude or fulnefs of veffels from redun- 
dancy of liquids, and increafed arterial action, 
are allowed to be the principal caufes of in- 
flammation, .or diftenfion of veffels ; evacu- 

Vout... mp iG g ations 
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ations of d/eeding, vomiting, purging, are di- 
rected ; then, d/uting, as it is called, or 
rather filling again, in the fame breath. 
How inconfiftent! how incongruous! The 
blood is fuppofed capable of diluiion by 
aqueous liquids; but a number of facts, 
drawn from experiments, in many diforders, 
prove the contrary. 

Neither in a turgency, nor overfulnefs 
of veffels from an inflammatory dathefis, 
nor from. relaxation of the vafcular coats, 
fhould diluting or over large quantities of 
drinks be admitted; but in as moderate 
portions as poffible to fuftain the patient: 
the lefs the patients drink, the fooner the 
diforder will be cured. 

Bleeding patients repeatedly, while an z7- 
flammatory buff, as it is called, appears, 
and the ftarvation {chemes indifcriminately 
applied in various chronic diforders and 
hectic fevers, are to the full as contrary. 
to found reafoning, as the di/uting projects. 

Buffy blood will always appear in chronic 
rheumatifm and gout ; where no true inflam- 
mation exifts, and where repeated bleedings 


would be attended with danger. | 
You 
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You may attempt to dilute the blood of 
pulmonic, hectic, gouty, chronic, rheumatic 
patients to eternity, were it poffible : bleed 
daily, and allow nothing but vegetable diet 3 
the blood drawn from the, majority ftll ap- 
pears fzy or duffy: a dropfy or incurable 
debility, and difeafed vifcera, may be the 
confequence of fuch ill-projected practices ; 
but no cure of the diforders. The pre- 
ceding truths have been admitted by many | 
learned phyficians ; who have been too timid, 
or indolent, to affift in {temmiung: the torrent 
of fuch ill-founded prejudices *. | 
Evacuation by bleeding or purging, there- 
fore, fhould always be accompanied with 
much more abftinence from Aumid food, than 
is generally practifed; by which means the 
ends of depletion may be obtained ; or other- 
~wife it will be, in a great meafure, fruf- 
trated, and the dilatation of the veffels 
will continue. | 
The moft effectual sonics have their powers 
diminifhed by large portions of zea, which 
C2 ace 


* The ¢reatife on the regular, irregular, atonic, and flying 
_ gout, explains much on thefe fubjetts. 
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act as a fomentation on the already relaxed 
coats of the ftomach and inteftines ; to admit 
then fuch watry regimen is counteracting 
the very intentions for which dracers are 
prefcribed. | 

Fomentations and warm baths are ap- 
plied externally to relax rigid fibres, re- 
folve impacted humors, and foften hard 
tumors, and indeed judicioufly by furgeons ; 
but any one would be confidered as de- 
void of reafon, who prefcribed relaxers and 
aftringents in the fame cafe, and in the 
fame moment. | 

In the nervous headach, when evacuations 
firft, and bracers afterwards are indicated, a 
dry diet fhould be uniformly and ftri@ly ob- 
ferved : by thefe methods the relaxed vef- 
fels and fibres of the body will grow more 
firm, and their particles be rendered more 
clofe.and compact. 

Pain in the pofterior part of the head may 
originate from an effufion of ferum in the 
ventricles of the brain, by which the pupils 
of the eyes become dilated, and fometimes 


if im- 
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immoveable: this is rarely cured *. Cauttics 
or fetons, however, behind the head, may 
give relief in fome inveterate cafes. I have 
difcovered, that the ventricles of the brain 
all communicate, by many diffections made 
at the St. Mary-le-bone Infirmary. 

Acrimonies muft be alfo confidered, and 
whatever is irritating ought to Me corrected, 
or evacuated, 


Remitting Pains in the Head. 


Remitting pains in the head often accom- 
pany flight nervous fevers; in which cafe 
the fever ought to be primarily confidered 
and removed, by antimonial diaphoretics 
without di/uents, volatile faline draughts, 
and afterward, the exacerbation is to be 
prevented by bark, and acid elixir of vi- 
triol, &c. during the remiffion. 

When the remitting headach is attended 
with a flight fever, and arifing from dif- 
eafed vifcera, the cinnabarine alteratives and 
pulvis radicis valerian {hould be joined with 


the 


* See the reafoning and treatment of inflamed eyes, in the 
treatife on 118 difeafes of the eyes, eyelids, &c. 
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the antimonial diaphoretic, or faline draught. 
The powder of bark and valerian has, in 
the flight fevers arifing from perturbation 
of mind and relaxation, produced excellent 
effects. 3 

Tonics, exercife, and amufements will be 
always beneficial. | 


Intermittent Headach, 


The intermittent pain in the head attacks 
various parts ; but more frequently the frontal 
finus immediately near the eyebrow. 

The pain is acute, tears often involuntarily 
flow, and a {trong light is troublefome; de- 
jection of fpirits, and fometimes naufea from 
confent of parts, are the vexatious attendants 
of this complaint. The pain commences 
periodically every day, or every fecond or 
third, in the manner of an intermittent fever, 
but without its regular ftages ; for the head- 
ach begins without cold fhivering, continues 
without the dry tongue or febrile heat, and | 
terminates without increafed perfpiration or 
{weat. ? 


This 


a, 
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This pain, when fixed in a {mall and 
any particular part of the head, was im- 
properly called the clavus hyffericus ; in ge- 
neral, the part it occupies may be covered 
with the point of a finger. 

— The clavus byffericus, as it hath been call- 
ed, of the intermittent kind, has been /r+/e 
underftood and worfe treated ; for vomits, blif~ 
‘ters, fweating, purges, cuppings, leeches, and 
bleeding, have been prefcribed; all which 
remedies are injudicious, unneceflary, and 
unfuccefsful. | 

The one fymptom, of regular intermiffion 
of the pain, points out the type of the difeafe, 
and to what clafs it belongs. 

The caufes of this intermittent pain ap- 
pears to be from relaxation, or from a 
fharp irritating ftimulus, and vafcular dif- 
tenfion of a part of the frontal, temporal, 
or occipital mufcles, or fome of their apo- 
neurofes; but if internally, the dura mater 


itfelf may be affected*, The perioffeum, 
like- 


_ * The opinion of the late Dr. Haller is without founda- 
tion; when he afferted the dura mater to be infenfible. Dif- 


feCtions after death, made by myfelf, have demonftrated difeafes 
. : " 


/ 
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likewife, may be difeafed- in a fimilar 
manner, which every practitioner of ex- 
perience knows to be irritable and capable 
of acute pain, exempl gratia, in old vene- 
real attacks, particularly of the moéturnal 
Ppecies: i Paw 

The cure of the intermittent headach 
fhould be conducted by the methods the 
intermittent fevers are cured; but there is 
a ftrong objection to vomiting in diforders 
of the head: indeed I am thoroughly con-- 
vinced fuch a rough practice is quite un- 
neceflary in every fpecies of intermittent 
fever, or what is called vulgarly the agwe. 

If milder methods than vomiting can be 
fubftituted, and the cure with equal cer- 
_ tainty be performed, they ought to be adopted 
by every candid, unprejudiced, and humane 
phyfician. | 
The fucceeding methods have cured inter- 
mittents in feveral thoufands of inftances, 
and yn many, when all the ufual prefcrip- 

tions 


ef this membrane, which during life caufed the moft exqui- 
fite pain. The. great Haller’s experiments and reafoning on 
this fubjeét are by no means conclufive to inquifitive minds. 
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tions have failed, though repeated many 
months. me 

Inftead of vomiting, the firft remedy 
prefcribed is a ftomachic purgative to clear 
the ftomach and inteftines. This may be 
compofed of rhubarb and ginger, tinctura 
facra, vinum aloeticum diluted, or infufion 
and tincture of fena. All faline purgatives 
are improper. Afterward, every other night, 
to prevent coftivenefs, or remove vifceral ob- 
ftruction, — | 
No, 88, K. Merc. dulc. fexies fubl. ppt. gr. iij. vel vj. 

Pil. Rufi vel extract. cathart, 5ij. M. accurate f 


pilule No. xij. quarum fumat j. omni vel alternd 
quaque noéte. 


On the firft intermiffion of the fever, or 
_head-ach, after clearing the inteftines, 


No. 89. K. Pulv. cort. peruv. 3ij. 
. Decoét. ejufdem 3 vij. 

Tinét. amar. 3v1j. 
Elix, vitriol. acid. 3j. f. miftura, cujus coch. iij. 
larga, fecunda, tertia, vel quarta quaque hora, 
fecundum violentiam morbi fumenda, in doloris 

capitis intermiffione. 

This plan has fucceeded in numerous in« 
ftances of the intermittent headach, and even 
intermittent fevers. A dry nutritious diet 


fhould 


AS8 A TREATISE ON FEMALE 


fhould be recommended, zea, and a// flops, or 
broths, gruels, &c. fhould be abfolutely 
avoided ; but porter, or ale with ginger, or 
a glafs of red port or other Nae: may be al- 
lowed at meals. 

If the bark thus prefcribed fhould fail, then 
the following prefcription will remove the 
inveteracy and obftinacy of the complaint : 
No, go. Fk. Spec. aromat. i. 

Pulv. cort. peruv. 3fs, Syr. fimp. q, s. 
F, electuarium de quo capiat Q. N. M. large fe- 
cunda vel tertid quaque hora in intermiffione 
doloris capitis, vel febris, fuperbibendo coch. 11}. 
| mifture fequentis ¢ 
No. gt. K. Decott. cort. peruv. Zvij{s. 


Spt. lavend. c. 3 fs. 
Vitriol, alb, gr. j. ij. vel. iij. M. f. miftura, 


It has been lately remarked by our learned 
Prefident of the London College, Sir George 
Baker, that the bark has not fucceeded in 
curing intermittents; the bark is certainly 
very often adulterated, which may be one 
caufe of its inefficacy : but for my own part, 
for above twenty-five years, | always united 
other ¢onics with the cortex peruvianus. 

The tonics I have moftly depended on are, 
the fal mariis, flores martiales, limatura martis, 


{mal} 
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{mall dofes of the wtriol/um album, the flores 
zinct, and fimilar preparations ; all of which, 
except the prepared fteel, fhould be pre- 
{cribed in a diffolved form, in order to divide 
and diffufe their particles, and render them 
eafier on the {tomach. 

~ The vitriolum album in fmall dofes, with- 
out any bark, has cured great numbers in the 
ague, given in the following mode: 


No. 92. Take of chamomile flowers a quarter of an ounce, let 
them be boiled ten minutes in little more than a quart of 
_water. | 
Strain of the liquor through flannel, at the fame time 
prefling the flowers. 
-Pour the liquor into a quart bottle, when cool. 
Then weigh out 4, 6, or 8 grains of white vitriol, ac- 
, cording to the age, fex, or ftrength of the patient, which 
muft be diffolved in a glafs or marble mortar by rubbing 
it with the peftle, and adding fome of the liquor. 

When the white vitriol is diffolved, it muft be well 
fhaken with what is in the quart bottle. 

Laftly, add a quarter of an ounce of grated ginger, or 
powdered allfpice. 

After having firft purged the patient with fena tea or 
Daffy’s elixir, rhubarb, or any bitter purge, it is necef- 
fary to wait until the fit of the ague is off, which is the — 
{pace of time between one fit and the other. 

One, two, or three table fpoonfuls of the above mix- 
ture, are to be taken according to the age and ftrength of 

patients, 
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patients, or violence of the ague, every two, three, or 
four hours between the fits. 


The ague by this means diminifhes ; every 
following fit is flighter, and the diforder is 
frequently cured in a few days, without the 
bark. | . 

During the time of taking the vitriolic ague 
mixture, the bowels fhould be kept open by 
the following pill, efpecially if the fpleen, 
which is called vulgarly the ague cake, or the 
liver, be affected, circumftances common to 
agucs, 

‘Take of prepared calomel (from Apothecaries’ hall in 
London) 5 or ro grains. 

Rufus’s pill one dram; let them be beaten together in a 
mortar until the powder and the mafs of the pill be well 
blended together, 

Then divide the whole into twenty pills. 

If Rufus’s pill, or what is called the colocynth pill, 
with or without aloes or cathartic extract, be ufed, the 
difference is trivial ; but Rufus’s pill is beft for females. 

If the mafs of the pill fhould be too hard, a drop of - 
brandy put to it, and beating it in the mortar, will render 
it fofter. . 

To thofe patients who have been accuftomed to drink 

| fpirits, alittle brandy, gin, or Britith fpirits, fhould be 
added to the vitriolic mixture. 


The expence attending the cure of each 
patient is not, on an average, above four pence 
, Or 


\ 
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or fix-pence at moft, and it is now publithed, 
that humanity may have an opportunity of af. 
fitting poverty. 

A dry diet is neceflary ; for moiftiane is a 
principal caufe of the ague; if zea be ufed, 
one {mall dith morning and evening will be 
fufficient ; meat may be eaten, and grated 
ginger may be always added to malt liquors. 
This mode of diet in autumn and winter 
would greatly prevent the agwe. 

Uf bark, however, be added to the mix- 
ture, which might render it more powerful, 
half an ounce powdered will be fufficient for 
that purpofe; which makes an additional 
four-pence. Ata moderate computation a 
hundred poor perfons may be cured, even if the 
bark were added, at lefs than a fBiliing each, 
which in the whole would not amount to 
five pounds *. 


This explicit mode of curing the agwe is 


delivered for the benefit of thofe charitable 


ladies 


* Bark powdered may be had in London from feven to eight or 
nine fhillings a pound ; chamomile fowers are about three fhill- 


ings per pound ; white vitriol not above a penny an ounce; ca- 


~ lomel prepared twelve pence per ounce. 


Rufus’s pills, &c. nine-pence toa fhilling per ounce. 
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ladies or others, who refide in the country, or 
remote from cities, or who are induced to re« 
lieve the diftreffes of their poor neighbours. 

Intermittent inflammations of the eye are 
more common than is imagined, and are 
rendered worfe by bleeding, purging, blifter- 
ing, applying cauttics or iflues, poultices, &c. 
thefe fhould be cured by bark, tonics, and 
dry diet *, 

‘The intermittent toothach in felaxed ner= 
vous habits fhould be cured in a fimilar man- 
ner; in fhort, all intermittent complaints 
' whatever, when arifing from laxity of folids, 
depravations of the fluids, and nervous de- 
bility. There are, however, few nervous 
cafes that require the vztrio/um album ; bark, 
confectio cardiaca, and volatile falts; or 
elixir of vitriol joined with bark and fome 
aromatic, as the {pecies aromatice, &c. com- 
monly fucceed +. 

The 

* See my treatife on 218 Difeafesof the Eyes; this is a dif- 


covery I made early in life, and have feen its fuccefs above 20 
years. 

+ I had lately a very remarkable inftance in a vety nervous 
female patient of Mr. Hogarth’s, in Swallow-ftreet, who every 
night was feized at fix o’clock, after tea, with the moft excruci- 

. ating 
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The fubje&t of intermittents fhould not 
be quitted without animadverfions on a few 
prejudices that have prevailed. : 

x. It is faid, that the intermittent fever is 
often a cure for fome other diforder, and 
therefore fhould not be haftily cured. 

2. That intermittent complaints fhould be 
fuffered to continue a limited time before the 
bark be adminiftered. 

3. That bark is the fpecific and certain 
cure for the ague or intermittent. fevers. 

4. When bark purges, it thould be oan 
with opium. 

5. That vomits fhould eas be given 
fome little time before the paroxy{m or fit, 
or in fhort, it is always the firft remedy pre- 
fcribed in the ague, and even moft other 
fevers. 

I. The agueis not the cure i any diforder ; 
but a difeafe very inimical to the human 

frame, 


ating pains in the feet firft, then they afcended up the limbs, and 
Jaitly to the os facrum and inguen, taking away the ufe of her 
limbs, and occafioning convulfions. I immediately ordered a 
laxative, and very large dofes of bark, fpecies aromat. and vitiolic 
elixir, every hour or two in the intermiffion. Thefe means im- 
media ely diminifhed the fucceeding fit, and the patient was re- 
ftored to the.ufe of her limbs, the pains and convulfions ceafed, 
and fhe was eured ina few days. 
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frame, depraving the juices, relaxing the 
folids, deprefling the fpirits, and, laftly, 
greatly injuring the vifcera and their func- 
tions, particularly the ftomach, inteftines; 
liver, and fpleen, &c. which anatomical dif- 
feétions have fully demonftrated. To run 
the rifk of introducing thefe znjuries to. the 
human body, in hopes of being relieved from 
any other complaint, is too ridiculous even for 
inexperience, one would imagine, to credit 
or adopt; yet thefe doctrines have been — 
taught by great phyficians in other PED EES) 
and have been credited. 

Il. Intermittent fevers, or agues foould not 
be fuffered to continue a limited time before 
they be cured: The contrary of this propo- 
fition was fupported on the fame flimfy 
grounds of the former article, and points out 
the fame objections. The blood 1s depraved, 
and laxer in its texture; let the ague relax 
it more, fay thefe wife phyficians; the fto- 
mach is weak, relaxed, and incapable of di- 
geftion, and the inteftines of chylification, 
render them lefs capable of performing thefe 
neceffary functions ; the face is pale, the red 
particles of blood are defroyed, the fpirits are 

Junk; 
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funk, the mufcular actions are all debilitated ; 

make thefe calamities wor/e; and when the 
patient is reduced to death’s door, fay the 
infatuated, then adminifter the fheet-anchor, 
that facred dernier refort, the bark. 

I affert from my own expertence, and the 
experience of hundreds of other practitioners 
in this country, that the bark, after a fto- 
machic bitter laxative, cannot be adminiftered 
too foon, nor too often ; cut down the difeafe 
in the 4zd, on its firft appearance, never fuf- 
fer it to take root, and all its confequences 
are prevented a 

III. Bark alone is pronounced a /peerfic in 
the ague; I affert the contrary is the cafe in 
many inftances: hundreds have been cured, 
in the manner I have already communicated, 
without a particle of bark, nor am I without 
hopes of ftill improving thofe plans of cure, 
which have been fo fuccefsful. Perhaps cen- 
taury, moe or other bitters, would an- 


{wer, 


* Tn a St. ‘style. bone infirmary, the fuccefs attending 
the liberal ufe of bark and vitriolic acid, not only in intermit- 
tents, but in the putrid fevers, puts the utility of the remedies 
above the poffibility of a doubt, in hundreds of inftances, when 
not contra-indicated by pulmonic complaints, &c. 


et a ah 


3s 
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{wer every purpofe of chamomile flowers, 
which is merely a bitter ftomachic of no great 


efficacy. 
The dark alone is never fo efficacious, as 


when aromatics and vitriolic preparations are 
added to it; the ague by thefe modes is 
cured immediately, often without a fecond 

_ fit; and certainly a prompt, is preferable to a 
flow languid cure *.° | 


4. When 


* The principal part of thefe animadverfions is calculated 
more for the Continent, or places in our own country remote 
from London; in this great city abundance of practice muft 
have confirmed thefe obfervations. I have feen the poor in the 
hofpitals of Turin, Genoa, Florence, Rome, Naples, Venice, and 
different parts of France as well as Italy, bled in the ague repeat- 
edly, and even in putrid remitting fevers. No argumentsI could 
ufe with the phyficians of the hofpitals, could prevail, to induce 
them to change their bleeding, ftarving plan, and diluting, though 
the patients died, in favor of giving {mall dofes of antimonials in 
paroxyfmo vel exacerbatione febris, and in the remiffion, or inter- 
miflion, cortex peruvianus, vitriolic acid, and to direét a dry diet, 

- Phyficians fhould liften to propofed improvements with eandor 
and humanity, and after reflection by analogy, and probable effe¢ts 
of remedies, if not dangerous, fhould try their efficacy with fair- 
nefs, and not with an arrogant fuppofition or wifh, that what isnot | 
of their own acquifition, may not have merit.. I advife my travel- 
ling countrymen neverto'approach the Continent without ¥ames’s 
powder and bark ;. thefe have faved many Englifh lives, when 
the felfconcit and obftinacy of French or Italian phyficians would 


_ have 
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Iv. When the bark purges, it is frequently 
not fo inefficacious, as has been fuppofed ; on 
the contrary, it perhaps carries off from the 
inteftines what would diminifh its sonic ef- 
fects. Bark does not enter the lacteal fy{- 
tem, nor is abforbed by inhalent veins; its 
tonic qualities act on the coats of the ftomach: 

| and 
have proved fatal. At Vienna and other parts of Germany, 
Flanders and Holland, praétical medicine, with fome few ex- 
ceptions, is better. 
Men acquire a profeffor’ s chair, fometimes, before they have 
written many prefcriptions, before they have had opportunities 
for great practice arid experience; in which cafe all the know- 
ledge they iffue is dependant on the caprices, opinions,’ or per~ 
haps, fallacies of their predeceflors, whom they follow for ever, 
with implicit obedience, without ufing their own reafoning fae 
culties. Men are not capable of teaching, who are not well taught 
and experienced themfelves; and no man can well comprehend 
» medicine, by either hearing lectures, or much reading; but by 
long practical experience and obfervations made by himfelf, on 
the force of difeafes, and power of medicine. Tuition’ frequently 
taints the fancy with numerous prejudices, and a deleterious in* 
‘toxication ; but a multitude of experience in practice fobers the 
mind again, ‘rifling medicines would never be prefcribed i inim- 
portant cafes, nor powerful remedies in trivial difeafes, where 
knowledge is obtained by experiments and obfervation. Men fit 
down too often with an indolent fatisfaction that they compre- 
hend the extent of the art, when they are in the infancy of their 
itudiess A phyfician’s whole life fhould be a feries of fe and 
yefleBion. 


Hh 2 
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and inteftines only, which a number of ex- 
periments made by me prove. When, how- 
ever, it continues purging for two or three 
days, prepared chalk, terra japonica, or ex~ 
tractum ligni campechenfis, and fome aro- 
matic, fhould be added ; which much better 
accords with the braning power of the bark 
than opzares. 

Opiates diminifh the moving powers, and 
create coftivenefs, both which fhould be 
avoided in all low, nervous or intermittent fe- 
vers; for thefe complaints commonly arife 
from relaxation, a depraved relaxed texture 
of the blood, and a weakened force of the 
arterial fyftem, notwithftanding the pulfations 
are accelerated. : 

Vomits in the intermittent fevers, and in- 
deed moft other fevers, are unneceffary, un- 
lefs the ftomach abound with /aburra: they 
force an immenfe quantity of blood to the ~ 
head, and confequently diftend veffels, which 
fhould preferve their diameters : this diften- 
fion from vomits in the commencement of 
fevers, may be a principal caufe of the de/ri- 
um towards thecrifis; but this is caplained 
more fully in another place *. 


* In the treatment of Fevers, &c. in the Schola Medicine. 
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In the intermittent fever, or ague, the 
vifcera, fuch as the liver and fpleen, are often 
difeafed ; all judicious phyficians know, ‘or 
fhould know, that vomiting is contra-indi- 
cated in difeafed ui/cera, and unlefs there be 
Saburra, bile, or other matter in the ftomach, 
which cannot be carried down through the 
inteftinal canal, vomits fhould certainly be ex- 
cluded. © 
It is folemnly afferted, from experience on 
thoufands, that the ague can be cured always 
without vomits, and the obftru@tions. of the 
vifcera prevented, or often removed fafely, by 
a fmall dofe of calomel and any aloetic or bit- 
ter purgative repeated every other night, after 
the bowels have been firft thoroughly clean- 
fed. 

The fiver or /pleen being difeafed, or the 
bile duds obftructed, are the principal impe- 
‘diments in curing the intermittent fever, or 
ague ; therefore removing thofe impediments 
by aloetic pills with calomel, or foap with | 
any aloetic, or by fal diureticus, &c. are me- 
thods commonly crowned with baccels 4. 
have always attempted in agues, and, indeed, 
all intermittent complaints, the prevention 

or 
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or removal of vifceral or inteftinal obftruGtion, 
by giving alterna quaque notte, while the 
bark or other tonics were adminiftered, half 
agrain of calomel, and from three to fix 
grains of the pilula Ruf, and this rarely 
without fuccefs. 

‘When the fit of the ague may be expected, 
a few grains of ‘fames’s powder, or from the 
fourth to the eighth part of a grain of ¢arta- 
yum antimontale, fo as neither to occafion nau- 
fea nor vomiting, are proper, and they 
fhould be repeated every two, three, or four ~ 
‘hours, to excite perfpiration, remove ob- 
ftruction, and fhorten the duration of the 
cold and hot fits*. | 

A dram of the true crude fal ammontac dif- 
folved in any proper vehicle, and given an 
hour or two before the fit, has ‘been recom- 
~ mended as a fovereign cure for theague; but 
as I have not tried it, and as I cannot perceive 
any tonic qualities in the remedy, | except 
from its frigidity, [have thought it moft hu- 


mane 


* Amongft other miftaken notions, is one which afferts, that 
antimonials do not excite perf{piration without creating naufea or 
vomiting, repeated trials prove the contrary; unlefs amongft the 
very robuft and torpid. _ | 
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mane to proceed in the modes Ww hich, {carce 
ever fail of fucceeding, 


S light seanbeasicy Detirium. 


_ Nervous patients are afflicted with flight 
wanderings of the mind, at times; they are 
momentary, without fever, and may arife from 
whatever irritates the brain, either corporeal 
or mental ; but fuicide, where it was not ex- 
pected, has been fuddenly the confequence, 

If diftenfion of the cefophagus from air be 
the caufe, by retarding the circulation in the 
returning veins, carminatives, afafcetida, and 
other antifpafmodics, and antacids, are ufe- 
ful. by | arate 

If the flight temporary delirium can be fup- 
pofed to originate in any acrimony irritating 
the brain, the cure may be rationally at- 
tempted by correctors of the prevailing acri- 
mony, or by mineral alteratives. 

Extreme relaxation may be the caufe; 
which is difcoverable by the countenance ; 
then tonics and a dry nutritious diet fhould 
be prefcribed, bark, volatiles, tonics, &c. 
, | Mental 
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Mental perturbation, or violent paflions, 
will kindle up a temporary delirium ; when 
the furor is abated, calmnefs, ferenity, and 
a determination not to be difturbed by any 
thing, however provoking, fhould be recom- 
mended ; but this is too often without effect ; 
it is eafy to advife, but great feeling and fen~ 
fibility of mind excite painful fenfations, 
with which the more infenfible are. totally 

unacquainted. Perfons of the greateft honor 
and probity have the niceft feelings, and they 
are born to be proportionably tormented by 
the worthlefs and villanous. 


| Drowfinefs. 


Somnolentia, or drowfinefs, indicates com< 
pretlion on the brain, and may arife from 
fuilnefs of veflels, from an overloaded fto- 
mach, or from meditation, which is apt to 
fend a great quantity of blood to the brain. 

During digeftion, or chylification after 
dinner, numbers are attacked with drowfi- 
nef{s, 3 

This fymptom, in hot climates, and in 
Italy, is indulged by reft after dinner without 
injury. 

é | . | In 
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In colder climates, it is fometimes a pre- 
Jude to more ferious difeafes, as apoplexy 
and palfy, aid fhould be removed . obvia- 
ting the different caufes. ; 

Volatiles, a more abftemious diet, evacu-~ 
ants, diaphoretics, pediluvia, exercifes, and 
amufements, are the general remedies againit 
drowfinefs. 


Stupor, or Hebetudo, 


Is a dulnefs of memory and mind ; ideas 
cannot be recalled nor commanded without 
unufual exertion. Patients feem, fometimes, 
to reflect deeply, but often cannot exprefs by 
tongue their conceptions. 

Caufes.—This is fometimes attendant on 
old age, it continues after inveterate epilep- 
fies, apoplexy, or palfv; or fucceeds intenfe 
meditation, or any great and long continued 
violent exertions, and paffions of the mind. 

Hemlock, opium, or other narcotics, have 
produced this fymptom *. | 

Prognoftic. 

* The Jady whom fidver of a cancerous ulcer of the womb, 

and who was the fubjeét of the letter againft Dr. Hunter on Medi- — 


cal Vanity, had taken only fall dofes of hemlock by Drs, Fother- 
- gill 
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Prognoftic-—When the ftupor is recent or 


accidental from the ufe of opiates or narco= 
tics, it is eafier cured by an abftinence from 
thofe medicines, than in cafes arifing from an 
impaired mind, apoplexy, or palfy ; forthefe 
latter, in progrefs of time, end fatally, with 
or without convulfions, lethargy, &c. 

_ The cure requires an inveftigation of cau- 
-fes and their removal. Volatile falts, the /a/ 
fuccini, antimonial diaphoretics, cupping, 
frictions, blifters, pediluvia, evacuants, as 
diuretics, cathartics, and diaphoretics ; or a/- 
teratives of the cinnabarine kind, if from 
acrimony, are to be adminiftered. 


Watchfulne/s, or Pervigihum, 
Is the defect of fleep, or a folicitude for 


fleep, without acquiring it. 


The bodily caufes are, every depraved vee | 


of the blood that can zrrztate the brain; fup- 


purations, ulcers, &c.; the mental, ftrong 


affections 


gill and Hunter’s order: this medicine produced fuch lofs of me- 

mory, that while fhe had a bit of light pudding on a fork inher 

hand, fhe called for her dinner, and it was with difficulty fhe 

could be made to fwallow her food, when fhe had it in her mouth ; 
fo impaired was her memory by taking hemlock, 


~ 
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affections of the mind, as love, grief, fear, 
&c. 

The confent of the ftomach with the brain 
may likewife occafion watchfulnefs by indi- 
geftible food, detained wind, &c. 

The cure is to be attempted by eae 
the different caufes. 

If watchfulnefs originate from ati pain, 
unleis neceffary for fome important purpofe, 
light opiates may be admitted, as paregoric 
elixir in camphorated julep. If from mental 
_ perturbation, opiates often render the: fymp- 
tom worfe, and produce flight deliriums, or 
convulfions. | 

When indigeftion in the ftomach is the 
caufe, light bitter aloetics in mint water are 
_ proper, not to purge, but merely to act as 
f{tomachics. 

In debility, corroborants are neceflary, and 
a dry diet; if prevailing acrimony be the 
caufe, it fhould be removed chiefly by ren- 
dering the blood more balfamic by the ufe of 
_ metallic alteratives, and proper diet. 


ae | Frightful 
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Frightful Dreams, Incubus, or Night-mare. 


The nervous or indifpofed perfons are op- 


preffed during fleep with a heavy bana 


fenfation on the cheft, by which refpiration 
is impeded, or the circulation of pity inter- 
cepted, to-fuch a degree as to threaten {uffo. 
cation, 


Frightful ideas are recolle@ed on waking, 
which occupied the dreaming mind. 

Frequent attempts are made tocry out, but 
often without effect, and the horrors and 
agitations felt by the patient are inexpreffibly 
frightful. ea 

Thefe fenfations feean ily originate in a 
large quantity of wind, or indigeftible mat- 
ter in the ftomach of /upper-eaters,- which 
prefling the ftomach againft the diaphragm 
impede refpiration, or render it fhort and 
convulfed. Inflated inteftines may likewife 
produce fimilar effects 5 3 or mental perturba- 
tion. 

Worms in the ftomach or inteftines may, 
by irritation, prevent fleep. 

| The 
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The forementioned inftances are relieved 
by avoiding all flatulent food, or f{uppers, and 
by giving carminatives, bitter ftomachics, 
and laxatives, a little fpirits and water, in- 

ftead of malt liquors, &c. 

- Worms are to be removed by the anthel~ 
mintics, mentioned in this treatife. 

There is another {fpecies of the incubus or 
night-mare, which has a more dangerous ten- 
dency, and this arifes from an impeded cir- 
culation of blood in the lungs, when lying 
down; or too great relaxation of the heart 
and its impelling powers. : 

_ Epilepfy, apoplexy, or fudden death, are 
fometimes amongft the confequences of this 
{pecies of difturbed fleep. 

- Polypi in the large veffels, aneurifms, cz- 
ter in the thorax, pericardium, or lungs, em- 
pyema, &c. are amongft the moft dangerous 
caufes. Thefe I have difcovered by diffec. 
tions. 

A flighter aes may fi air diftending the 
cefophagus, for fometimes from {mall parti- 
cles of food lodged, during {wallowing, will 

arife fermentation, hence acid air, inflation, 
-&c. An over-abundance of coagulable lymph 
in 
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in the blood, joined with debility in the ar~ 
terial fyftem, may give rife to poy pofe con= 
cretions. | 

This ftate of blood is common to gouty, 
theumatic, and nervous patients, and is no 
fign, as was formerly imagined, of srue in- 
flammation ; and experienced practitioners 
know that bleeding repeatedly has been at- 
tended with fatal confequences.; for it has 
produced dropfies, or worfe difeafes. . 

If polypofe concretions may be fuppofed, 
which is not eafily known, in urgent cafes 
and difficult refpiration, unlefs among the 
gouty and debilitated, bleeding fhould be 
ufed; afterwards blifters repeated, volatile 
alkalies, or the /al. fode, ol. tart. per delia 
guium, according as circumftances indicate, 
joined with the bitter infufion, are proper. 

Pediluvia of /piritus falis marin, 311). ad 
conj. lv. ague tepide, are proper, particu- 
larly to the gouty and rheumatic *, to be 
ufed 


_ © See my treatife en the Gout, ard its falfe alleviation by 
this remedy. Since the publication of the fir edition I have 
feen very excellent effects from thefe bathings; not as a radi- 
cal cure of the gout, but as a great mitigator of all its fymp- 
toms. ‘The fecond edition, with many new obfervations on thé 
regular, irregular, atonic, and flying gout, is now publifhed. 
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ufed fucceflively every night for eyelvel or 
fourteen times. 

Water in the cheft, or pericardium, lungs, 
&c. 1s rarely removed ; but attempts may be 
made by antimonial diaphoretics, evacuating 
cathartics not too freely adminiftered ;_ by 
chalybeates and other tonics, if they do not 
impede refpiration ; blifters to the cheft, and 
a very dry nutritious diet. Tar water has 
been ufeful in thefe cafes, and diuretics of 
the terebinthinate kind. | 

In the empyema, the purulent matter muft 
be evacuated by the chirurgical operation for 
that difeafe ; but as the diforder commonly 
arifes from fuppurations of the lungs, &c. 
little fuccefs is expeCted in fuch calamitous 
difeafes. A long experience has convinced 
me, that none, or very few, recover after 
the empyema, water in the cheft, pericar- 
dium, &c. 

The aneurifm either of ce aorta, or fub- 
clavian artery, 1s always incurable. 

The moft common caufe of difturbed fleep 
amongft the nervous is a quick perceptibility 
of mind, and too anxious a concern for what- 
ever engages the attention; therefore love, 


hope, 
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hope, fear, fufpenfe, vexation, grief, or even 
the contemplation of paft pleafures or fuffer- 
ing, will eafily difturb fleep, and occafion 
horrid or frightful dreams. 

When the principal caufe has been long 
refident in the mind, medicine can afford 
little relief, except by blunting the fenfations 
with fetid remedies; by mild reafonings, 
and by a friendly participation of the anxiety. 
that difturbs the patient’s tranquillity. The 
conftitution, however, fhould be invigorated. 
Agitations of the mind, Peevifonefs or 


Petulance. 


The difpofition of human minds. often 
change from bodily indifpofition: the beft 
tempers become captious, peevifh, irafcible 
under various difeafes, and the moft fierce and 
tyrannical are frequently depreffed, mild, and 
timid from the fame fources. 

A fharp acrimonious blood, joined eG 
exquifite fenfibility of mind, will greatly 
conduce to the production of feelings dif- 
trefsful to the poffeflor ; flight accidents are 
magnified into the greateft misfortunes; the 


foul 
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foul perceives every thing through a cloud, 
and no balmy rays of comfort are admiffible 
to fuch afflicted beings. The changes per- 
ceived by the mind, acting on a difeafed or 
vigorous body, are furprifing: all our acute 
feelings, joy, grief, &c. are very much de- 
pendant on the ftate of the body: are we not 
light and volatile in health and clear weather ? 
Are we not dull and depreffed by debility 
and moift rainy feafons? Compare {miling 
May with {pirit-finking Noveméer. 

A mind agitated and thrown into violent 
paffions from little caufes, indicates a de- 
_ praved fharp ftate of the blood, and great 
fenfibility in the nervous fyftem. ‘ | 

The degeneracy of blood in nervous dif- 
eafes might have been the principal caufe. _ 

_ Sharp blood produces inexpreffible uneafy 
fenfations in the body. 

The mind becomes peevifh without know- 
int the caufe. . 3 

An agitated mind is productive of inappe- 
tency, or indigeftion, and a depraved chylifi- 
cation. , 

Depraved chyle produces depraved blood. 

Vou. dl. et Degeneracies 
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Degeneracies of the blood, occafion degene- 
racies in all the fluids, fecretions, and excre- 
ZIONS. 

It is eafy to conceive the mind and body 
becoming reciprocally and alternately the 
caufe and the effect ; the effect and the caufe 
of miferable fenfations, burfting forth into vi- 
olent paffions. ‘The mind appears irritated 
when acting on a fharp ftate of the blood, 
ferene and chearful on an healthful fate of 
the body ; torpid in diminifhed fenfibility. 

Jrafcibility and petulance appear natural 
to fome particular perfons ; or, rather, they 
are often acquired by felf-indulgence, or the 
early indulgence. of parents and friends*. 

Wherever agitations of the mind, peevifh- 
nefs, or petulance exift, they always injure 
the conftitution, and they increafe in pro- 
portion as they are cherifhed or indulged. 

The ftate of the body fhould be confidered, 
and whatever difeafe it labours under fhould 
be removed. 

In 
* The fubjeéts are purfued more accurately in my Hiforia 
€F Schola Medicine, wherein different ftates of the blood are de- 


mionftrated to exit according to different paffions of the mind ; 


which throws a great light on human charaCter and its diverfities.. 
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In debility, after proper evacuations, by 
ftomachic laxatives, tonics, and dry nourifh- 
ing diet ; in acrimony or fharpnefs of hu- 
mors, correctors, according to the {pecies, are 
to be adminiftered of aethiops, or cinnabar of 
antimony, and the pu/uis e tragacanth. com- 

pofitus, Bc. : 

~ Thofe who indulge eneintelvés voluntarily 
in agitating their minds without provoking 
caufes, fhould be well informed, that they | 
‘embrace the moft effectual methods, not only 
to fhorten, but even to render their exiftence, 
during life, miferable. Under thefe circum- 
ftances it is difficult to follow advice, how- 
ever falutary. 

If patients be not determined to be calm, 
or to moderate their paflions by ftruggling 
again{t them, medicine will feldom prove ef 
ficacious, however judicioufly prefcribed. 

Nervous patients fhould, therefore, under 
thefe circumftances, never condemn medi- 
cine as defe€tive in not being able to eradi- 
cate, or counteract the natural or acquired 
propenfities of the human mind, long grown 
inconquerable by too much indulgence, or by 
long difeafe. 

et 2 Changing 
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Changing the ftate of blood, however, by 
mild alteratives, has very much contributed to 
the cure of what is known by the name of 
bad unhappy tempers; for the blood being 
rendered more balfamic and healthful by the 
removal of acrimony, the fenfations of body 
and mind become more pleafant, and 7//-Ay- 
mor, with all its aggravating malignity, is 
gradually diffipated. 

Miferable feelings at the happinefs of 
others, or evvy, with all its poifonous ma- 
lignity, are certainly more owing to a bad 

jiate of blood, and certain form of body, than 
has been generally imagined ; and indeed the 
countenance of fuch miferables indicate, by 
the glance of their eyes, the unhappy fenfa- 
tions of the foul ; while’ pallidnefs, {allow- 
nefs, and meagernefs, fhew the indifpofition, 
and bad nutrition of the body. FProntis nulla 
jides * may be ufeful to the undifcerning, but 
not to the experienced and fenfible, when ap- 
plied to the delineation of human character. 
Penetrating phyfiognomifts comprehend the 
natural difpofition of human beings, after 
Jong experience and obfervation amongtft 
mankind, 


* Juvenal, Sat. 2. ver. 8. 


AND NERVOUS DISEASES, &c. 48¢ 


- gnankind, by a momentary glance, and they 
credit, or fufpect appearances with tolerable 
certainty. Thofe who are moft inclined to 
doubt a poflibility of detecting human cha- 
racter in the countenance, are, perhaps, the 
perfons who, by artifice, wifh moft to conceal 
the depravities of their hearts, and who act 
always in mafquerade. ~ A celebrated French 
author fays: Er lon n'eft gamats fi aifément 
trompé, que quand on fonge a tromper les autres. 
| Phyficians, above all others, have the 
greateft opportunities of developing human 
character ; they fee mankind in health and 
ficknefs ; under difguife and without dif- 
guife, in courts and in fick chambers ; and 1 
am certain thofe, who make the jutteft ob- 
fervations, will be moft capable of prefcribing 
for the diverfities of human nature, 

Education, focial life, and polite company, 
will reftrain or correct a natural vitiated dif- 
_ pofition, but not entirely eradicate the feeds 
of perverfenefs and ill humor, nor induce the 
crafty and defigning to be unreferved. 

Thofe who well comprehend human cha- 
racter, know, that it is as difficult for the 
open, generous, and juff, to be guilty of du- 
: plicity 
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plicity or deceit, as the artful, defigning, and 
malignant to act with integrity, truth, and 
jufitce. Curcero fays, very juftly, Frons eff 
animi janua ; no man had greater opportu- 
nities of underftanding mankind, in the active 
fcenes of life. . - 

Ft. Baptifia Porta has made. ee iens ob- 
fervations on thefe fubjects. 

Lavater has diftinguifhed himfelf as a 
moft exquifite phyfiognomift ; but phy ficians 
may carry the fubject much farther ; for they 
may difcover many caufes of human cha- 
racter in the ftate of the blood, form of body, 
and mental propenfity, independent of ori- 
ginal tranfmiffion of conftitution from pa- 
rents; or what is attained by education, ex- 
ample, precepts, cuftoms, and different cli- 
mates: thefe are fubjects little attended to; 
but the field is immenfe for deep fpeculation 
and curative utility, and well merits the feri- 
ous confideration of every fcientific phyfician. 
_ 'The ancients confidered, what they called 
temperaments, or various differences of confti- 
tutions; but they failed in demonftrations 
on thefe fubjects ; therefore experimental 


phi- 
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philofophy, chemiftry, mathematics, me- 
chanics, hydroftatics, pneumatics, &c. have 
been, at times, prematurely forced into the 
medical art, in order to 7x medicine to fome — 
more permanent flandard for practice. Va- 
rious inquiries of this nature have occupied 
the attentions of the moderns, but the. doc- 
trines of temperaments have been nearly ne- 
elected. It is hoped, various temperaments and 
conftitutions, which indubitably exift in na- 
ture, will be more accurately fcrutinized ; 
for the great lights of the circulation; the 
known differences of arterial and venal blood; 
the difcoveries made in the lymphatic fyftem, 
the chemical analyfes and other modes of 
afcertaining the component principles of 
blood and other fluids of different habits ; the 
difcoveries and experiments on the nerves ; 
electricity, air, fire, water, earths, &c. &c. 
all tend to cure the medical mind of former 
prejudices, ‘Though attempts to explain the 
deep caufes of human character may be new 
and difficult, yet if they be. purfued with vi- 
gor and energy, the whole art of medicine 
will be rendered more certain; for it would 


be 
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be applied more aptly to the individual con- 
ftitution of mutable nature.* 

The effects of love, grief, defpair, envy, 
hilarity, deep meditation on one fubject, in 
fhort, of all the human paffions and fenti- 
ments, will hereafter be confidered in a man- | 
ner not hitherto attempted ; which may tend 
more fatisfactorily to elucidate nervous and 
maniacal affections +}. 


Groundle/s Fears and difmal Apprebenfions. 


The groundlefs fears and difmal appre- 
henfions or the nervous are truly fhocking to 
their 


* What obfervations and experiments I have made from con- 
fidering form of body, ftate of blood, hereditary difpofitions, 
dawnings of the infantile mind, education difcipline, precepts, 
examples, cuftoms of countries, powers and effeéts of climate, 
diet, laws, religions, &c. &c. fhall be unrefervedly communi- 
cated ; and though not fo perfect as I could with, yet it may in- 
duce others to purfue the fame ftudies, which will prove an ex- 
cellent addition to the republic of medicine. 

+ With regard to the paffion of love, the hiftory of Seleucus 
Nicanor, and Antiochus his fon, is a great proof of the pene- 
trating difcernment of the firft great improver in anatomy, Era- 
fiftratus. 

Erafiftratus, the famous phyfician to Seleucus Nicanor, king of 
Syria, is an inftance what an attentive and fkilful practitioner can 
difcover, by oblerving the e Aearaans and changes 1 in the color of the 

face 
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their cds and inexpreflibly deprefling and 
melancholy to the fufferers. ‘The opprefied 


mind 


face—Antiochus, the fon of Soleucns. fell in love with Stratonica, 
his mother-in-law, wife to Seleucus ; but not daring to difcover 
it, he fell dangeroufly fick with a high fever. Erafiftratus, the phy= 
fician, was called for, who obferved, that the prefence of Strato- 
nica made great alterations in the prince, whenever fhe came 
into the chamber ; on the contrary, when other people or ladies 
came to enquire, no changes were perceivable: he then gueffed 
at the real caufe of the prince’s indifpofition, and endeavoured to 
acquaint Seleucus of the cafe with great prudence and circum- 
fpection. Erafiftratus told the king, that the cafe of the prince 
was incurable, as it was caufed by a violent love fora woman 
” whom he could not poffefs. 

What do you fay? Is there no remedy for my fon ? {aid the king, 
Erafiftratus zeplied, Sire, you will Joon be convinced of it, when I 
tell you that the prince is in love with my own wife, and Iam re- 
Solved not to part with her on any account avhatever. Seleucus 
then took Erafiftratus in his arms, and faid, How can you refufe 
me what alone can fave a fon whom I fo tenderly love! ‘To this 
the phyfician anfwered, Great Sire, pleafe to put yourfelf in my 
place, would yous royal Sire, give up Stratonica, if the prince loved 
"pene? 

Ab, by all the gods! exclaimed Seleucus, if it pleafed them te 
reftore my fon to health, and this could be the means, I would with 
great pleafure cede Siratonica, and give = to him a confiderable 
part of my empire. | 

. Immediately Seleucus declared his os king of Afia Superior, 
and gave him Stratonica as a wife. ‘The good fenfe and pru- 
dence of Erafiftratus muft appear very evident. Erafiftratus and 
Herophilus, Tertullian fays, had diffeced 600 human bodies, in 
erder to get acquainted with human nature. They had fuffictent 
influence 
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mind is wretched in its prefent condition, 
and anticipates a thoufand imaginary mif- 
fortunes. 


influence with the Ptolemeys to have permiffion to diffe@t dead 
bodies, and, indeed, Celfus fays, condemned criminals alive. 2 

Celfus de medicina, lib. 1. in prowem., exprefles himfelf very 
elegantly, faying, ‘‘ Neceflarium effe incidere corpora mor. 
** tuorum, eorumque vifcera atque inteftina fcrutari: longeque 
** optime feciile Herophilum & Erafiftratum, qui nocentes_ho- 
<* mines a regibus ex carcere acceptos, vivos inciderint, confi- 
** derantque etiam {piritu remanente ea que natura antea clau- 


hal 


* fiffet, eorumque pofituram, colorem, figuram, magnitudinem, 


hal 


‘ ordinem, duritiem, mollitiem, levorem, conta¢tum, progreffus 


A 


* deinde fingulorum & recefius : & five quid inferitur uteri, five 
«* quid partem alterius in fe recipit.”—He adds farther a very 
fenfible remark: ‘* Neque crudele efle hominum nocentium & 
 horum quoque paucorum Retest. remedia populis i innocen- 
«© tibus feculoram omnium queri.” 

The opening dead bodies to fcrutinize the parts was contrary 
to the Greek and Roman laws. In the Iphigenia of Euripides 
is this paflage: Jf any one ftain his hand’ by murder, if any one 
touch a cadaver or woman immediately after parturition, the gods 
difcharge him from their altars as impious and profane. 

Many paffages in the Bible prove the great averfion the Jews 
had for touching dead bodies; the fame opinion prevailed in ge- 
neral with all the eaftern nations, and in the hot countries, where 
dead bodies foon fall into putridity,” 

The good effect of the liberty of diffections, Grainediatel yf pro- 
duced a confiderable change in medicine; for above all things, 
anatomical demonttrations purge the mind of hypothefes, falla- 
cies, and imaginary conceits, All the anatomical knowledge 


of the ancients was chiefly owing to the induftry of Erafiftratus 
| and 
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fortunes. Some think every night that they 
fhall not live to fee morning ; others are con- 
tinually anxious for their children, friends, 
oron whatfoever occupies their’ affections ; 
a religious and pious defpondency feize 
fome; others have imagined themfelves 
dead, and have directed their funeral: in 
fhort, the innumerable variety of falfe images 
thefe nervous patients fuffer and exprefs, ap- 
pear little fhort of infanity ; and they hap- 
pen. frequently to thofe of the beft un- 
derftandings, 


and Herophilus, under the aufpices of that great encourager of 
literature, Ptolomy Lagus, or Soter. 

The fciences cannot be well promoted, except by the genero- 
fity of princes; but how few have encouraged the ufeful art of 
medicine? How many ages were they fuffered to languifh with-, 
out any protector? Louis XIV. muft ever be revered for his va- 
rious inftitutions at Paris, of which any induftrious ftudent may 
partake without fee or reward. How much more grandeur of 
fentiment and philanthropy appear in fuch a prince, than in 
thofe who negleé& fuch noble opportunities of immortalifing their 
fame ?—One great objection to a medical education, at many uni- 
verfities, is, the impoffibility,as well as difficulty of procuring dead 
bodies for anatomical exercifes; and I affirm, that no man ever 
became a complete phyfician without diffeCting with his own 
hands many fubje¢ts: diffection gives a knowledge of the parts, 
and leaves an impreflion on the mind which cannot be effaced 5 
thefe advantages lectures {eldom anfwer, which is often the caufe 
ofa deficiency in anatomical knowledge. 
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derftandings, joined with great nervous fen- 
fibility. | 

Thefe wretched ideas originate in a dif- 
tracted mind, from abfurd irrational fears or 
defires, or from too clofe and long continued 
contemplation of abftrufe, deep myfteries, 
above human comprehenfion ; from fears in- 
fpired by ignorance and fanaticifm ; or from 
bodily debility, rendering the faculties of the 
mind timid, fufpicicus, and miferable. 

When thefe mournful or difmal apprehen- 
fions have originated in the mind indepen- 
dent of bodily difeafe, which, however, is 
feldom the cafe, they are more difficult to 
remove than if produced by bodily infir- 
mity. 

The cure of the mental wretchednefs de- 
pends much on the foothing reafoning, and 
the confolation of affectionate friends: in re- 
ligious defpair, by the calm advice of a can- 
fidential friend or divine, inf{piring the de- 
fpairing mind with hopes, and diverting the 
melancholy, according as circumftances re- 
quire; but, above all, the removal of the 
patient from the company of prejudiced bi- 

gots, 
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gots, promoters of falfe enthufiafm, or gloomy 
perfons. | 

When the body has been primarily affected, 
and the fenfations of defpondency arife from 
debility, the modes of cure already directed 
for various fymptoms may be adopted. 
— Unjuft fufpicions of intended mifchief are 
removed by inculcating or acquiring confi- 
dence, removing the caufes by change of air, 
diverfions, and chearful company. 
| Taciturnity and meditation fhould be con- 
-quered by engaging the patient to converfe on 
favorite fubjets; by removing from calm 
retreats to more buftling and active fcenes ; 
by changing the objects of attention, and, if 
poffible, by exciting the paflions. 

Defpondency is beft relieved by fortifying 
the mind with hopes, and chafing away all 
difmal companions, particularly harfh, pre- 
fumptuous, ill-judging zealots in religion ; 
by giving active ftimulating purges, and by 
forcing the patient to ufe exercifes even to 
fatigue. Such patients fhould be narrowly 
watched, left they commit fierde. 


Flying 
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Flying Pains. 


Flying pains, in nervous patients, may 
arife from emphyfematous diftenfions of the 
‘tela cellulofa, rheumatif{m, gout, acrimony of 
various forts, vellicating the nervous fila- 
ments, and diftending the minute vafcular 
fyftem, or from obftructed perfpiration. 

The removal of thefe flying pains firft de- 
pends on difcovering their caufes. 

In gouty pains, flying in different parts of 
the habit, nothing is fuperior to the pedilu- 
vium compofed of the acidum muriaticum 
greatly diluted with warm water*, unlefs the 
patient fhould have calcareous concretions in 
the hands, knees, elbows, or feet. 

Internally, light antimonial diaphoretics, 
with camphor and confectio cardiaca, or vo- 
latiles, according to fymptoms and conftitu- 
tions, are fuccefsfully prefcribed. 

The fying rheumatic pains may be treated 
in a fimilar manner. 

Empbyfematousnervous diftenfionsyield com= 
monly to laxatives, light diaphoretics, vapor 

| baths, 


43 See, Freatz/e on the Gout, with the excellent effects of the 


wmuriatic acid. 
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baths, the volatile faline draught, or fpiritus 
Mindereri, with cordials, bark, &c. 

Acrimonious pains, from {eurvy, {crophula, 
lues venerea, &c., require the different metal- 
lic remedies, as anti-venereals, alteratives, 
&c.; which fhould be very cautioufly pre- 
{cribed for the nervous. 


Flufhings in the Face, and various Parts. 


Flufhings are very common amongift the 
nervous fymptoms, and appear to arife from 
mental agitation forcing a great quantity of 
blood, which is already acrimonious, to the 
head and face; or from an irregular action of | 
the fixed air in the fluids, or in the cellular 
ftructure of the human body, with obftruc- 
tions in the returning veffels. 

Fixed air, ox other, air, may act as /fimul’, 
and be w/efu/ in the circulation of the blood, 
and: action of the fluids on the folids ; but 
like other necefflary particles, if over-abun- 
dant, may ftimulate and increafe arterial ac- 
tion, forcing red particles into the cavities of 
the minute /eroys arteries, or into the minu- 


teft 
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teft cells of the human cellular ftructure : 
hence flufbings, heat, and rednefs: 

If mental perturbation be the caufe of 
flufhings acting on the arterial fyftem, a de- 
termined calmnefs, and avoiding every thing 
likely to difturb tranquillity, are neceffary. 

Lf from the fuperabundance of fixed or other 
atr let loofe, and ravaging with force and ir- 
regularity through the minute meanders of 
the human frame, its generation fhould as 
much as poffible be prevented in the ftomach, 
and its treatment be fimilar to that of flarus 
lency, by the ufe of antiacids, &c: 

Light diaphoretics likewife are proper in 
fuch cafes, or the vapor baths prepared with | 
nervine herbs, to promote its evacuation 
through the pores of the fkin. A continued 
mild alterative courfe acts with more certain, 
though tedious effect, than all others, not-on- 
ly in changing the blood, but removing ob- 
ftruction itfelf. 


Senfations of Cracking, or Explofions in 


various Parts. 


From fimilar fources to the laft-ementioned 
fymptoms, the fenfations of crackings or ex- 
plofions 
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plofions of different fpecies of air, perhaps, 
originate. If in the head, they prove very 
troublefome; in fuch cafes: cupping in the 
upper part of the neck I have found ufeful. 
A puncture in the fkin of the leg or arm, or 
poifonous, infectious matter received into 
the ftomach, have fuddenly produced an em 
 phyfema ; the air has been attracted by the 

communication of the zela cellulofa, and col- 
lected in all the external and cellular ftructure 
of the mufcles, adeps, cutis, &c. fo as to | 
enormoufly fwell the whole body. 

I have thought, by the effects of cupping 
in cracking and explofions in the head, that 
with the blood fome of the diftending air has 
been attracted, and rufhing forth, has been 
expelled; by which means the patient has 
been foon liberated from the uneafy fenfa- 
tions produced by over-abundance of azr in the 
cellular ftructure. It may be hereafter proved, 
that all painful diforders arife from different, 
and morbid changes of ar in the minute cel- 


lular ftructure of the human body. 


Vou. I. K k Imaginary 
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Imaginary Debility, and Difinclination 


fo move. 


An imaginary debility frequently invades 
the minds of the nervous: they fuppofe it is 
impoflible to walk acrofs a chamber without 
falling. If they be oppofed in this unrea- 
fonable fear or difinclination to move, fome 
become obftreperous and violent ; others give 
tokens of grief; are profufe in complaints, 
and are apt to fuppofe their moft affectionate 
friends barbarous, when they be earneftly 
folicited to fhake off thefe tranfitory ill- 
founded conceits. | 

It is very certain, that ~— under the 
dominion of thefe fymptoms, only exprefs 
what their feelings urge: though by ob- 
fervers thefe falfe images are plainly per- 
ceived, yet in the patient’s mind they feem 
realifed, and merit our compaffion and _ 
attention. 

Reafoning, or arguments of furrounding 
friends, to convince the patients of their erro- 
neous mental images, frequently aggravate the 
difeafe ; ners is oppofed by violence and 


vociferation: 
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vociferation: feorbing mildnefs ftrengthens 
the conceits. I have always found it mof 
eligible to obferve a middle courfe in apply- 
ing to the patient’s mind; neither altos 
gether acquiefcing nor denying the poffibility 
of the nervous timidity. When they have 
dwelt fome time on thefe miferable feel- 
ings, fome new object ftarts, the ideal 
debility and difinclination to ,move vanith, 
and the patient fuddenly rifes, walks or 
rides, and demonftrably proves the late 
calamitous apprehenfion vifionary. 

It is abfolutely necefiary for the phyfician 
to combat and conquer thefe fymptoms by 
mildnefs and perfuafion, or indeed according 
to circumftances and difpofition of the pa- 
tient: good fenfe will fuggeft, what con- 
duct and behaviour is moft conducive to 
anfwer thefe purpofes, and chafe away 
thofe ill-founded fears. If they be indulged, 
patients will remain in bed, or purfue an 
indolence likely to debilitate their already 
relaxed habits, or créate difeafes more dan- 
gerous than the nervous. 

Diverting the mind, and engaging it to 
fome new interefting objects, will often 

ok @ avail, 
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avail. ‘The application of medicine mutt 
be dictated by what has been already re- 
peated. Péethora is to be diminifhed by 
venefection and evacuants ; debi/ity requires — 
tonics, and acrimony mild mineral alteratives, — 
according to the prevailing fpecies. 


On the Pulfes of the Nervous. 


The pulfes of nervous patients are va- 
rious ; fome are flow and firm, others quick 
and low, yet the patients labor under fimi- 
lar affections. 

The conclufions from the pulfe, were 
they regulated by the doctrines in other 
difeafes, would be often fallacious. 

To the nervous particularly belong the 
privilege and power of exciting or dimi- 
nifhing the pulfe by the operations of the 
mind. | 

Impetuofity, irafcibility, or peevifhnefs, 
will quicken ; grief or melancholic ideas 
retard the contractions of the heart and 
arteries. | 

The pul/fe, therefore, in the nervous, 1s 


‘not. to be fo much depended on as in 


many — 


cee , 
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many other difeafes; patients continually 
feel it, and draw falfe conclufions. 

Where even acrimony fometimes abounds, 
the pulfe is not weak, nor quickened : 
other inftances the circulation is much aug- 
mented, if not in ftrength, yet in celerity. 
Febres erratice, and even a natural falivation, 
have arifen from this laft fource, joined with 
anxiety of mind. Bleedings, abftinence, and 
low diet, do not cure but 1 injure the patient, 
by leffening the vital powers, inducing ad- 
- ditional languor and depreffion of {pirits * 

The ftrongeft pulfes amongft the nervous 
are moft favourable; the quick and weak 
lefs: but the intermittent and very flow 
are moft alarming, and indicate more than 
the others the poffibility of prefent defect, 


and future ill confequences. 


Dyfpnea, 


* Bleeding and antiphlogiftics, faline evacuants, abfti- 
nence, or extreme low watery diet, have been preferibed, 
from perceiving a guick pulfe and tranfitory heats, but zm- 
properly. Neither the heat nor quick pulfe arife from pleni- 
tude, nor an inflammatory diathefis, but from acrimony, or 
a lax texture of the blood; therefore alteratives or tonics, 
and nutritious foods, are often moft eligible. See thefe doc- 
trines more fully difcuffed in the Effay on the putrid, ma- 
lignant Sore Throat, &c. 
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Dy/prea, or Difficulty of Breathing. 
The dy/pnea is a difficulty of breathing. 


In the nervous it moft frequently origi- 
nates from fympathy. 

The cefophagus being diftended with wind, 
from fome particles of food adhering to its 
internal coat, and there caufing efiervef- 
cence and aerial diftenfion,and compreffing the 
larynx and pharynx ; or the {tomach or intef- 
tines infiated, and acting on the diaphragm, 
will occafion a difficulty of breathing, and 
even a /yacope, or tainting, cough, &c. 

The treatment of the nervous dy/pnea 
fhould be fimilar to the hyfteric paffion ; 
the fymptoms are to be palliated or cured 
by Carminatives, fetids, antifpafmodics, and 
aloetic remedies, lime water, calcined or com- 
mon magnefia, volatile alkaline fpirits, &c. ; 
but the deéper caufes fhould be removed 
by the more important methods already re= 
commended, 


Nervous Cough-and nervous Afihma. 


The nervous cough is either /ympatherie, 
from various difeafed vifcera, and is produci- 


3 ble 
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ble on hearing any other perfon cough, from 
agitation of mind, or sdiopathic, when the 
menibrana pituitaria is affected. 

The former generally arifes more from 
affections of the mind, flatulence in the 
cefophagus, ftomach, or inteftines, morbid 
liver, or other vifcera irritating the diaphragm, 
than from any primary difeafe of the lungs. 
The latter, or zdopathic, is an irritation of 
the membrana pituitaria, which. not ° only 
extends over the whole inner furface of 
the nofe, but all through the internal ftruc- 
ture of the lungs. | 

The treatment of both cafes will be eafily 
comprehended. Neither repeated bleedings, 
unlefs in plethora, abftinence from animal 
food, nor the extreme low diet which fome 
phyficians have fo rigoroufly adopted, will 
avail in the nervous cough, but relax the 
habit, and often render the nervous affec- 
tion incurable*, 


The 


* I have feen this fpecies of cough treated as a phthifis 
pulmonalis, or pulmonary confumption, which has fo lowered 
and emaciated the patient, as to render recovery very dif- 
_ ficult, ; 
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The Jungs are only fecondarily to be con- 
fidered in the fympathetic nervous cough, as 
they are more generally irritated to increafed’ 
convulfive action, by the morbid affection of 
fome other vifcus. 

As in the dy/pnea, fo in the nervous 
fympathetic cough, the cefophagus, ftomach, 
inteftines, are inflated, or there may be 
difeafes of the Aver, mifenteric glands, and 
other vifcera; therefore the inveftigation 
and removal of the caufes of this dry cough 
mutt be governed by an attention to the 
primary difeafe. 

In both the fympathetic and idiopathic 
nervous cough, ailafcetida, joined with al- 
kaline volatile falts, or volatile tincture of 
valerian, mitigate the cough, particularly in 
the pallid and languid: in the more florid, 
large dofes of camphor diffolved, and, united 
to any aqueous menftruum by means of 
blanched almonds, or in the following man- 
ner, are ufeful: | 


SoLuTIO CAMPHORATA. 
No, 93. KE. Camphor 3fs. vel Dij. folve in 
Spiritu vini rectificato 31ij, deinde adde 
} Gu 
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Gum. arab. pulv. 3jifs. 

Sacchar. alb. 3ifs. mifce fimul, denique adde 
-gradatim aq. pur. 4viifs. f. folutio camphorata, 
cujus capiat coch. 1j. vel iij. ad libitum in 
dy{pnoea nervofa, cum vel fine aliquo liquore 
convenienti. 


To this. mixture, if neceffary, may be 
added elixir paregoric. tintlura thebaica, 
volatile alkaline falt, &c., or very {mall 
dofes of antimonium tartarifatum, accord 
ing to the nature of the cafe, the con- 
ftitution of the patient, and will of the 
prefcriber.* 

Opium pulverized, and joined in {mall 
quantities with gum benzoin, or frankin- 
cenfe, {torax, &c., and received in the form 
of a light fume, has greatly allayed the ir- 
_ritation of the nervous cough, particularly if 
the refpiration be neither difficult nor weak : 
the fame preparation has likewife proved 
very ferviceable in mitigating coughs from 

various 


* This is a much better preparation of camphor than the 
julapium e camphora ; becaufe in the former the dofe of the cam- 
phor may be afcertained ; in the latter, the fineft particles, by the 
boiling water, fly off, rendering the remedy of doubtful pe 
or, perhaps, i in a great meafure, ineflicacious. 
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various other caufes; when jomed with 
fmall quantities of cimnabar fadlitium, in 
form of a fume, it will probably affift in 
removing thofe rudercwa in the lungs, 
which are the forerunners of pulmonary 
confumption *. 

Oleaginous mixtures united by the vola- 
tile alkaline fpirit, to which may be added 
tinctura thebaica, under proper reftrictions, 
have produced falutary effets; but oils 
are objectionable in general for nervous 
patients, as they are apt to relax the tone 
of the ftomach and pall the appetite. 

In the nervous affhma, opium fhould be 
very cautioufly prefcribed, or wholly omit- 
ted. The reipiration and circulating powers 
are fometimes very weak, and a dofe of 
opium, injudicioufly prefcribed, has dent 
patients to eternal reit. 


Lac 


* T have difcovered, that the Kentif> Town air, the place 
being furrounded by the high hills of Hampftead, Highgate, 
&c. has cured many confumptive cafes. In my garden there, 
myrtle has lived through the winters, openly expofed, a ftrong 
proof of the mildnefs of the atmofphere, calculated for afth- 
matic and confumptive patients. 
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Lac ammoniacum and the folutio cam- 
phorata, with the fourth or eighth part of 
a grain of the antimonium tartarifatum, 
every four or fix hours, blifters, volatiles, 
and fetids, with pediluvia, and even vene- 
fection, in urgent cafes, have moft avail- 
ed in removing or pAuiating the nervous 
afthma. 

In more obftinate and chronic cafes, 
-pediluvia, blifters, fquills, lac- ammoni- 
acum, ther, and fometimes tonics, are 
neceffary. Aithiops mineral, cinnabarine 
preparations, mercurial pills of the ar- 
gentum vivum, &c., with antimonials, 
are” very beneficial as caufe-removing 
remedies in thefe nervous coughs or 


afthma. 


No. 94. Kx. Cinnab. fact. ppt. 3vj. 
Conf. cynofbat. Zifs. Syr. balfam. q. f. fi 
Elect. cujus capiat Q. N. M. bis vel ter in 
die, fuperbibendo coch. -ij. vel. iij. folutionis 
camphorate, 


Pains 
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Pains under the Mediafiinum, in the Pleuras 


or Diaphragm. 


Amongft nervous patients, I have fre- 
quently obferved pungent pains immedi- 
ately under the mediaftinum, in the pleura, 
or diaphragm: the anatomical confideration 
of the fituation of the pain determines 
fometimes, though not always, the part 
affected. If the pain be immediately under 
the fternum, the difeafe is feated in the 
mediaftinum, or in the veffels of the heart ; 
if on the fides, in the shoracical mufcles or 
pleura; if pains fhould extend from the » 
fore and lower part of the thorax to the 
back, the diaphragm is affected. 

Thefe pains have originated commonly 
from fudden grief; that on the mediaftinum 
has fucceeded a kind of /obsing, in which 
the patient thinks the heart is ready to 
burft ; and there is reafon fometimes to 
conclude, the heart has become enlarged 
from over-dilatation, which, in fome in- 

ftances, 
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fiances, fooner or later, may be attended 
with dangerous or fatal confequences. 

Thefe fymptoms are generally accompa- 
nied with a dry cough, and the heart fuf- 
fers palpitation in the pain affecting the 
mediftinum, on afcending up ftairs, or walk- 
ing up a hill*. 

Thofe nervous pains in the pleura, or 
even diaphragm, are commonly more trouble- 
{ome than ferious: they often accompany 
- gouty or rheumatic acrimony, and are to | 
be treated accordingly, by blifters, vola- 
tiles, antimonials, antacids, &c. 

The fixed pain, originating from extreme 
grief, or any very violent paflion of the 
mind, immediately in the centre of the 
fternum, requires a copious bleeding, to 
prevent thofe confequences which a large 
quantity of blood might create, when di- 

‘rected to the heart by the force of the 
7 _ over-afflicted or agitated mind. The fooner 
this operation is performed, on any vio- 
lent guft of paffion, or fudden. and vehe- 


ment 


_ The palpitation of the heart, and its- various caufes, are 
fully confidered in the Vreatife on convulfive Difea/es. 
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ment grief, the greater probability there 
will be, that lefs injury will happen to the 
heart or its large veflels. 

Blifters, antifpafmodics, and laxatives, are 
advantageous; but preferable to all is the 
confolation of affectionate friends, whofe 
participation in forrow or misfortunes will 
tend to the alleviation and diminution of 
the oppreffing affliction. 

To the methods of cure, already recom- 
mended in nervous difeafes, may be added 
the adminiftration of clyfters, repeated once, 
or twice, in the ‘day, which may be deter- 
gent, nervine, or alterative. The firft, com- 
pofed of weak folutions of borax, aloe- 
tics, foap, in decoctions of detergent herbs, 
cleanfe the rectum and partly the colon, 
preferving the regular periftaltic motion of 
the inteftines. The fecond are antifpaf- 
modic and carminative, compofed of warm 
feeds in decoction or infufion, weak lime 
water, or magnefia alba calcinata vel non cal- 
cinata ; thefe correct and abforb fixed arr, 
and remove flatulency. Weak acid clyf- 
ters might correct alkaline air. The third, 

com- 
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compofed of very weak folutions of mi- 
neral alteratives, as P/enk’s folution with 
fulphureous waters, avtimontum tartarifatum, 
&c. &c., carry their effects farther into 
the conftitution, by the abforbing powers 
of the lacteal fyftem on the furface even 
of the large inteftines. On thefe new modes 
of treatment much more may be advanced 
at fome future opportunity. 
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